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ﬂUh* ME'I}'E D T 0 R

Forgive Us

Our Syndromes

e have found the solution fOr the sin problem. We believe “if we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

So it is our syndromes, rather than our sins, that should concern us.
“A syndrome,” according to dictionaries, “is a set of symptoms or signs
typical of a disease, disturbance, or condition in animals or plants.”

As branches of the Living Vine, or if you prefer, members of the
Body of Christ, these symptoms should concern us. They indicate weak-
nesses rather than wickedness. They are not sins but syndromes.

One of the most common is the “Bigger Is Better” syndrome. It
begins innocently enough, since our commission is to make disciples of
all nations. This means our numbers should increase, as indeed they
will. The disease shows its first signs when we begin to focus our
thoughts more and more upon larger numbers, and less and less upon
the persons these numbers represent. It becomes more important to us
how many are in attendance than who is present.

The “Bigger Is Better” syndrome becomes more complicated as the
disease spreads. The victim becomes increasingly preoccupied with
guantity and less concerned with quality. Size is all-important and
must be realized at any cost. Where once it seemed sufficient to be
larger than last year, now it becomes vital to be larger than anybody
else.

Other complications follow. Questionable methods are employed if
they bring results. The whip is used more often, and the sheep are driven
relentlessly on. Occasionally—although this symptom is a very rare
complication—the numbers are padded through clever or careless
methods of counting. The statistics are there, larger than life, but they
do not accurately reflect real size.

Worst of all, a pastor who is afflicted with this malady can begin
to believe that he did it all. His congregation is larger, his building more
prestigious, and his salary more comfortable because He possesses skills
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and abilities that ordinary men lack. He forgets Christ’'s words: “Upon
this rock | will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). If the disease is
allowed to spread, debilitating effects upon humility, compassion, and
spirituality can take a frightful toll. The pastor feels it and so do his
people.

The “Money Can Buy It” syndrome is more subtle but no less de-
structive. It is easier, as a rule, to contribute money than to give time
and energy. But buying a bus alone will not produce a bus ministry. It
takes more than hiring another associate to bring growth.

Any successful pastor will testify that dedicated, tireless, persistent
efforts must be invested along with money. Spending money does not
solve problems.

Money is the most overrated commodity on today’'s market of
values. It can buy a house, but it cannot make a home. It can pay for
medicine, but it cannot purchase health. It can acquire things, but
things do not satisfy the soul. If anyone should know this, it should be
the preacher, whose Master has challenged him to “go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come and follow me” (Matt. 19:21).

Several other syndromes threaten the health of the Body of Christ.
One of these is extremely treacherous. It is “The Map Is the Territory”
syndrome. It makes people more concerned with their “maps”—that is,
the feelings, thoughts, suppositions, beliefs, and theories “inside” their
skins, than with the “territories”—the facts and realities maps only
represent.

A university professor fed his class samples of a crisp, bland-tasting
pastry which they liked fairly well—until he told them they were eating
dog biscuits. The real taste faded in importance as their “maps” of such
fare dramatically influenced their reactions.

We can be guided primarily, if not exclusively, by our “maps”
rather than our “territories.” This would explain the responses of a class
of ministerial students in a holiness seminary when shown two sets of
statements, both sets taken from the general superintendents of their
denomination. One set of statements appeared on letterheads of denom-
inational authorities, the other set on a letterhead of a large, nonholiness
sister denomination of considerable prestige. Typical descriptions of
statements appearing on letterheads of their own denominational
leaders were “authoritarian,” “unimaginative,” and *“trite.” Typical
comments in response to statements appearing on stationery of the
other denomination were “innovative,” *“exciting,” and “creative.”
Their “maps” were keyed with suppositions of greener pastures on the
other side of the ecclesiastical fence. This clouded their concepts of the
“territory,” which was the counsel of their own leadership.

Trouble, confusion, and danger are likely to occur (1) when the
map inadequately represents the territory, and (2) when the individual
is unaware that he is dealing with the map rather than the territory.

It is great to be born again, and wonderful to be filled with the
Spirit. Thank You, Lord. Now, help us heal ourselves. Make us aware of
the symptoms which warn us of a sickness that could hinder our useful-
ness.

Forgive us our syndromes.
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C. S. COWLES,

Professor, Northwest Nazarene College

Christian Families in Crisis

e supped in the kitchen door as
H innocuously as possible. It was
almost midnight. It had been a stim-
ulating evening—dinner meeting
with the educational council, prayer
service, choir practice, and then
coffee with some close friends at a
nearby restaurant.

His wife was still up, sulking before
the television set. He ventured a ten-
tative greeting. Without a word, she
leapt to her feet, grabbed a hammer,
and hurled it at his head with un-
common force. Only his quick re-
flexes averted a disaster.

Though the hammer missed its
target, it scored a direct hit in terms
of causing my school-principal friend
to reevaluate his whole attitude to-
ward his wife and their seven chil-
dren. So caught up had he become in
the work of the church that he had
unwittingly been guilty of gross negli-
gence in regard to his wife and chil-
dren. Fortunately he was able to
make some radical shifts in priorities.
He asked himself, “What shall it
profit the servant of the Lord if he
gain the whole world and lose his own
family?” Together he and his wife set
out on a new road toward a redis-
covery of those rich spiritual trea-
sures potentially theirs within the
circle of their own family. Now, in-
stead of one solitary evangel, a whole
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family is united in the work of the
Lord.

A sickness unto death

“Uneasiness” best describes the
prevailing mood among pastors and
church leaders as they face the un-
precedented incidence of marital
conflict and divorce penetrating the
church. There was a time in our re-
cent past when the church seemed to
be a dependable bastion against the
emerging social disease of divorce.

An administrator in one of our
Christian colleges shared with me his
concern over the fact that seven mar-
riages among the school’s faculty had
broken up during the previous year.
This was in contrast to a quarter-
century in which he could recall only
one other divorce.

A fellow pastor recently shared
with me the crises that were tearing
apart his church families. In his 30
years of ministry, he could recall only
two divorces occurring among his
membership. Now there were five
leading families that were in the
process of dissolving their marriages.
He admitted that this was only the
visible tip of a lurking iceberg of
marital conflict within the church.
By far the largest portion of his time
was being spent in marital counsel-
ing. He dropped his head in his hands
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and cried,
church!”

Plague it is! | asked a former
theology professor what his dominant
impressions were regarding the state
of the church upon his reentry into
the pastoral ministry. His answer was
direct and unequivocal: The greatest
crisis facing the church centered in
those tensions that were undermining
and destroying the Christian home. If
he were to excommunicate the di-
vorced people in his church, he would
immediately lose one-fourth of his
leadership and over one-third of his
congregation.

“A plague has hit my

An “impossible” possibility

To a sensitive person, it hardly
seems possible that such a plague of
family instability and breakdown
could be sweeping the church. This is
a phenomenon unique to our times.
Not one divorce is mentioned in the
Bible, with the possible exception of
Abraham putting away his concu-
bine, Hagar—and the Bible covers a
1,600-year span of recorded history!
While the church has faced almost
every conceivable threat to its exis-
tence, divorce has never been one of
its problems. Throughout most of its
history, the incidence of severe mari-
tal conflict has been so slight and the
possibility of divorce so minimal that
the subject is passed over in virtual
silence. The sanctity of the marital
union and the inviolability of the
home has simply been taken for
granted.

Not so any longer. The Episcopal
church at its General Conference in
1973 became the last major Protes-
tant denomination to remove its
strictures against divorced people
joining the church. Even the Roman
Catholic church in America admits
that divorce among its members is
fast approaching that of the national
averages. It seems as if the church is
as helpless to stem this black tide as
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a riverboat captain is in trying to
change the course of the river. It is a
disagreeable—yes, ascandalous—sit-
uation but a fact of church life which
we can no longer afford to ignore.

In searching for some understand-
ing of the causes behind this con-
temporary “plague,” many factors
immediately suggest themselves.
Technological society with its high
incidence of mobility has broken up
the extended families of a more rural
and agrarian economy, creating a
situation of unprecedented rootless-
ness and instability. Our cultural
fixation upon family problems which
dominates all forms of media, tends
to focus upon the bizarre, the prob-
lematic, the perverse, and the shock-
ing, implicitly conveying the impres-
sion that all families are this way.
The rapid rise of women in terms of
equality with men, and their new-
found financial independence, has
certainly had its impact. The un-
abashed materialism of our culture
with its accompanying work com-
pulsiveness and “success syndrome”
serves to undermine the integrity of
the home.

Moral laxity, working mothers,
alcohol, drugs, absentee fathers, and
many more causes could be added to
this list. But, for our purposes, one
factor that is universally overlooked
among us as a potential cause for the
marital breakdown of the Christian
family is the church itself.

The church against itself

Without question, the mainline
churches in America today are fam-
ily-centered institutions. They make
their greatest appeal and draw their
largest support from stable family
units. And yet their philosophy of a
superabundantly active program
militates against that very family
structure which they strive so insis-
tently to serve. The church has large-
ly bought into society’s prevailing
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attitude that motion equals progress
and activity means growth. In its
laudable eagerness to evangelize and
expand its saving influence, the
church makes demands upon its
committed pastors and laity which
renders the development of a genuine
family life all but impossible.

When | asked the pastor of a thriv-
ing, record-breaking, growing congre-
gation the cause for so many marital
failures among his leadership, he
candidly admitted that over-involve-
ment of his men in the program
seemed to be the most visible and
voiced factor. Knowing the demands
which he laid upon his “company of
the committed,” | was not surprised.

A young pastor dropped by to see
me. Things were not going well in the
parsonage. His wife frequently ab-
sented herself from church services
and almost never accompanied him
on social occasions. Her unrelenting
depression made him wonder wheth-
er she might need psychiatric help. |
asked him about his work habits. He
heaved a sigh as he began to enu-
merate all of the demands upon his
time. In addition to normal parish
duties, he was a member of a dozen or
more denominational and commu-
nity organizations. He was also
taking postgraduate work at a nearby
university. He exclaimed that he
hadn’t enjoyed one night at home in
the last two and a half months, nor
had he taken a day off during that
time.

I asked him if he saw a connection
between his wife's attitude toward
the church and his frenetic schedule.
I'll never forget the look of awestruck
amazement that crossed his face
when he put these together. It was
incredible to me that he hadn’t seen
this earlier. But then he asked me
why his wife had never raised the
issue of his overcommitment to his
work. And then he answered his own
guestion by noting that she too had
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been raised in a philosophy of Chris-
tian commitment which put God
first, the church second, and others
third, and then the family with what-
ever is left. To question that ordering
of priorities was tantamount to ad-
mitting a defective level of dedica-
tion. So her heart and emotions did
what her mind and will could not do:
subvert the commitment through
psychosomatic illnesses and pro-
longed periods of depression.

Realizing that there isn't much
future in a holiness church for a di-
vorced minister, this young pastor
had the courage to radically alter his
whole life-style. He decided to launch
his marital-renewal program by tak-
ing a week’s leave of absence for a
second honeymoon. The church
board responded by granting him two
weeks with full pay. Evidencing a
wisdom greater than his own, they
were aware of, and troubled by, the
problem that was undermining their
pastor’s effectiveness. They were de-
lighted to help him get his priorities
straight.

What is that pastor's name? His
name is “ Legion” !

Rethinking the relationship be-
tween church and home

The answer to the dilemma of the
church itself in reference to the integ-
rity of the Christian home is not to be
found in a wholesale scuttling of pro-
grams. But the time has come for the
church to ask what is gained when a
father is taken out of the home and
away from his own children in order
to reach and teach someone else’s
children. We are beginning to under-
stand that the church cannot begin to
fulfill the God-given role of mother
and father for the child, or function
as “surrogate parents,” regardless of
how finely tuned the program.

A recent study of middle-class fa-
thers, reported in the Scientific
American journal, illustrates the
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emotional starvation which can occur
even in the most committed Chris-
tian home. When the fathers were
asked how much time they spent
with their one-year-old infants, most
estimated that they spent from 15 to
30 minutes a day talking to and play-
ing with their children. But a hidden
microphone attached to the infant's
shirt told another story. “The data
indicates that fathers spend relative-
ly little time interacting with their
infants. The mean number of inter-
actions per day was 2.7, and the
average number of seconds per day
was 37.7.”

The church can no longer afford
the luxury of watching its program
proliferate and its organizations
flourish while wives and children are
perishing for want of those primary
relationships with the husband and
father upon which healthy personal
growth depends. Nor can it regard
itself as the ultimate end and sole
object of the Christian family’'s de-
votion. Rather, the church must have
the courage to recover its servant
character after the example of its
Lord who said, “The Son of man also
came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45, RSV).* The
church must come to see itself as an
institution called to serve the needs
of the family. And one of the ways it

#All scriptures from the Revised Standard Version
of the Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952.

can accomplish this is simply to re-
duce the pressure of and opportuni-
ties for involvement in family-frac-
turing activities.

When considering some fresh pro-
posal or dealing with established
ministries, the church must con-
stantly ask the question, “How can
we equip the family to be itself in the
exercise of its God-given rule of being
the gracious womb of human kind-
ness?”

There is no higher calling, no
greater responsibility, no loftier mis-
sion laid upon parents than that of
providing a nest woven of human
love and accepting care for their chil-
dren—who just happen to be made in
the image of God, and who are des-
tined to live forever! “For what shall
it profit the parent if he gain the
whole world and lose that soul?”
(Mark 8:36, CSC paraphrase).

At his wife’s nagging insistence, a
busy executive took a day off to go
fishing with his boy. At the close of
the day, the father penned in his
journal, “Went fishing with my boy
today: day wasted.” Meanwhile, in
the next bedroom, a very tired little
fellow wrote in his diary, “Went fish-
ing with my dad today: greatest day
of my life.”

Editor’s note: This article is abridged from the new
book The Festive Family, by C. S. Cowles, and is
used with permission of the publishers, Impact
Books, John T. Benson Publishing Co., Nashville,
Tenn.

The Cellars of Affliction

Samuel Rutherford used to say that whenever he found
himselfin the cellars of afflictions, he used to look about for the
King’s wine. He would look for the wine bottles of the promises

and drink rich draughts of vitalizing grace. ...

It is a great

thing to be led through green pastures and by still waters; 1
think it is a greater thing to have a “table prepared before me

in the presence of mine enemies.”

God will enable us to be

masters of all our circumstances, and none shall have a deadly

hold upon us.

—John Henry Jowett

The Preacher’s Magazine



In following the advice of the Master,
fellowship is assured all the way. We

begin with Him at the bottom and rise

with Him to the heavenlies

Sit Down 1n the Lowest Room

(Luke 14:10)

hen Jesus advised a man Who

was invited to a wedding sup-
per to “sit down in the lowest room,”
He was but introducing him to a
chapter of His own autobiography
and suggesting that the life story of
the invited guest be patterned after
that of His own.

The Good Shepherd’s “follow me”
is clearly seen in these instructions,
and through them there shines forth
the Master’'s desire for fellowship
with the guest. And all such fellow-
ship must begin “in the lowest
room,” for that is the throne room of
the Master.

There could be no embarrassment
to the guest in the lowest room. He
had been invited and was entitled to
a place, and if by taking the lowest he
was mistaken, the correction of the
mistake could only mean “worship in
the presence of them that sit at
meat.”

This advice of the Master points
the way—the only way—to perma-
nent and enjoyable exaltation—that

by
T. W. Willingham
Kansas City, Mo.
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which is given by the “Lord of all”—
and that exaltation is given only to
the meek in spirit.

Note the pattern of the Master’s
life, and His instruction to the in-
vited guest will find its proper place.

The Father called upon His Son to
be a guest of the human race. It was a
long journey from the home of His
preincarnate glory to the arms of a
virgin girl. Whatever may have been
His attributes before, of this we are
sure, He had no “omni” qualities
while on earth. He was not omni-
present, omnipotent, or omniscient
while in the form of man—at least
that is what He said.

If He had but descended from
heavenly glory to the highest level of
human existence, the step would
have been well nigh infinite; but “be-
ing found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself” (Phil. 2:8) to the
low position of servant, and lower
still, He drank the cup of being made
sin.

In His ministry, He claimed pov-
erty and denied that He was One to
sit at meat, but was among men as a
servant. When returning from the
field of toil, He prepared the meal
for the household, and when they had
eaten, He partook of what was left.
He washed the dishes and the feet,
and no one sat beneath Him—He
had the lowest seat.

He did not sit in despondency but
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in dignity and in faith. The laws of
the Kingdom which He set forth for
others to follow He knew full well
would work for himself. He desired
exaltation and even prayed, “0 Fa-
ther, glorify thou me . ..” (John 17:
5); but He despised self-exaltation
and preached that “whosoever shall
exalt himself shall be abased” (Matt.
23:12). In the same breath, He ex-
tolled the exaltation of Another and
pointed the way—the only way—to
its attainment: “He that shall hum-
ble himself shall be exalted.”

The closing chapter of His biog-
raphy substantiated His claim. His
exaltation grew out of His self-abase-
ment. The “wherefore” of Phil. 2:9 is
significant. The seat at the Father’s
right hand was given to Him because
He had humbled himself.

What an exaltation it was! There
was “given him a name which is
above every name,” “angels and au-
thorities and powers being made sub-
ject unto him” (1 Pet. 3:22).

This high honor was not self-
assumed. It was bestowed. He sat on
the lowest seat, and the Lord of All
escorted Him to the highest seat.
“Christ glorified not himself . . . but
he that said unto him, Thou art my
Son ...” (Heb. 5:5).

In His instruction to the “guest,”
He was exhorting us all to obey the
law of the Kingdom and to rest
assured that the trek downward led
upward at last, not by self-seeking
and human striving, but by a divine
decree. The ascent is guaranteed by
the descent.

In following the advice of the Mas-
ter, fellowship is assured all the way.
We begin with Him at the bottom
and rise with Him to the heavenlies.
“1f we suffer, we shall also reign with
him” (2 Tim. 2:12).

It takes faith to follow the Master
—faith to believe that what He says
is true and faith to wait for its fulfill-
ment. “The joy that was set before
him” was distant while the Cross
“endured” was present. The gap of
time between promise and fulfill-
ment must be spanned by the bridge
of faith. The “lowest room” may be
life's sole abode. While the higher
one is “reserved in heaven for you,”
often the labors are in time and the
reward in eternity. This led the great
apostle to exclaim, “If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of
all men most miserable” (1 Cor. 15:
19).

Some receive partial payment in
this life as Daniel and the three He-
brew children, and others “died in
faith, not having received the prom-
ises, but having seen them afar off”
(Heb. 11:13).

Needless to say, the way pointed
out by Jesus by example and by word
is not the course recommended and
followed by those of this world order.
It was to correct the honor-seeking
spirit of the “guests” that Jesus
uttered His message. He was point-
ing the way to an enduring honor
bestowed by the Master of the house.

In like manner, He is pointing us
to an everlasting award, bestowed
amid the splendor of the ages unend-
ing. He desires for all the highest and
the best, and, by His own blood
drops, marks the path to their attain-
ment. Without the pattern of His life
we might falter by the way, but heed-
ing the exhortation to “consider him

. . lest ye be wearied and faint in
your minds” (Heb. 12:3), we presson,
“being confident . . . that he which
hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ” (Phil. 1:6).

Recognize that He who was able to create your body is well able

to make repairs.—Rufus Moseley

The Preacher’s Magazine
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John Wesley,
The Practical Physician

By George E. Failing*

ohn W esley was an omnivorous
J reader with the widest range of
interests. He read autobiography,
history, astronomy, physics, theol-
ogy, drama (such as Shakespeare),
poetry, and extensively on medicine.

At age 44 (in 1747), Wesley first
published an 118-page book entitled
Primitive Physic, a book that went
through numerous editions and sev-
eral revisions (the 23rd edition in
1791).

Wesley believed that these physi-
cal bodies, as fashioned by the hand
of God, contained no seeds of corrup-
tion or dissolution. All creation was
“friendly to human nature as long as
man was at peace with his Creator.”
But when man rebelled against the
Sovereign of heaven and earth,
“seeds of weakness and pain, of sick-
ness and death, are now lodged in our
inmost substance.” So all nature
conspires to make life hazardous and
painful: “The heavens, the earth,
and all things contained therein, con-
spire to punish the rebels against
their Creator . . . the sun and moon
shed unwholesome influences . . . the
earth exhales poisonous damps . . .

*Editor, The Wesleyan Advocate.
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the beasts of the field are in a state

of hostility . . . the air around us is
replete with the shafts of death.”
Mercifully, however, “the grand

Author of nature” provided ways to
lessen those inconveniences that can-
not be wholly removed, to soften the
evils of life and prevent in part our
sickness and pain. Wesley believed
that medical treatment from the
earliest ages was chiefly traditional,
passed down from generation to gen-
eration. Many remedies were discov-
ered by accident and proved by
experiment. But men became philo-
sophical, inquiring how medicine se-
cured certain effects.

So physicians (for whom Wesley
had small respect), “examined the
human body, the nature of the flesh,
veins, arteries, nerves; the structure
of the brain, heart, lungs, stomach,
bowels.” Then doctors discarded the
“simple medicines” and medicine
became an obstruse science which
clever doctors used to secure honor
and gain. These physicians filled
their writings with “technical terms,
utterly unintelligible to plain men
and introduced into practice abun-
dance of compound medicines,” leav-
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ing the masses of mankind unable
financially to secure either doctor or
medicine.

How did Wesley become a “prac-
tical physician”? He answers: “I
have only consulted experience, com-
mon sense, and the common interest
of mankind.” So Wesley “ prescribes”
single-ingredient remedies, easy and
economical to obtain, and lists them
in order of potency, from the weaker
to the stronger. Wesley then lists
these simple rules of health:

1. Use plain diet, easy of digestion,
and this as sparingly as you can.

2. Drink only water, if it agrees
with your stomach. (Wesley wrote a
long letter advising against the daily
and repeated use of strong coffee and
tea as being harmful to those with
weak nerves.)

3. Use as much exercise daily, in
the open air, as you can without
weariness—a minimum of two hours
a day.

4. Sup at six or seven on the light-
est food; go to bed early (by 9 p.m.),
and rise betimes (between 4 and 5
a.m.).

5. Too much sleep (more than
seven hours for a healthy man) is
unhealthy. (All the above quotations
taken from Works, Vol. X1V, pp. 307-
15)

Wesley believed that 99 out of 100
“distempers” were caused by intem-
perance, indolence, or irregular pas-
sions. Intemperance extended to any
kind or quantity of food which im-
paired health. Too much meat, even
too many pickles. By indolence Wes-
ley meant simply “the want of due
exercise.” Said an outstanding physi-
cian of his time: “To how many thou-
sands have | prescribed exercise?
And how many have punctually fol-
lowed my prescription? To this day,

I know not one.” Walking was pre-
ferred to any other exercise; riding
on horseback would require twice the
time for equal benefits.

Finally, passions should be regular.
Wesley observed keenly the psycho-
somatic origins of many physical
illnesses. Here is the classic passage
which is reproduced verbatim. “The
passions have a greater influence on
health than most people are aware of.
All violent and sudden passions dis-
pose to, or actually throw people into,
acute diseases. The slow and lasting
passions, such as grief and hopeless
love, bring on chronical diseases. Till
the passion which caused the disease
is calmed, medicine is applied in
vain. The love of God, as it is the
sovereign remedy of all miseries, so in
particular it effectually prevents all
the bodily disorders the passions in-
troduce, by keeping the passions
themselves within due bounds. And
by the unspeakable joy, and perfect
calm, serenity, and tranquallity it
gives the mind, it becomes the most
powerful of all the means of health
and long life” (Works, Vol. XIV, p.
316).

For serious illness, when life was in
immediate danger, “l advise every
man, without delay to apply to a
physician that fears God.

“1 have only to add that as God is
the sovereign disposer of all things,
and particularly of life and death, |
earnestly advise every one, together
with all his other medicines, to use
that medicine of medicines—prayer.”
Wesley proved the power of prayer in
healing, both personally and in the
testimonies of thousands of witnesses,
since Wesley believed that for those
diseases sometimes occasioned by
Satan {Works, VI, 378), prayer and
faith in the power of God were the on-
ly effective cures.

Hunt for self-pity as you would hunt for lice, and loathe it with

the same loathing.

10

—E. Stanley Jones
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I fa 1th In ACTION

It

he preacher had preached a sim-
T ple gospel message. The Holy
Spirit was moving. The gospel was
penetrating my heart. Even as a boy
of nine, the realization of my per-
sonal accountability to God began to
press my soul with awesome choice.
My sins looked blacker than ever.
That night | stepped out, and God
genuinely saved me.

Several months later, my mind be-
gan to think in terms of a lifework.
Relating my thinking to Mother, |
said, “Mother, | believe | want to be
a singer.” But some time later, just
before my tenth birthday, | walked
into the garden where my mother was
working and said, “1 have decided I
am going to be a preacher instead of a
singer.” God had been talking to me
and impressing me with this call. My
expression to my mother was a decla-
ration of my intentions to do what
God wanted me to do. In prayer

by
H. Lamar Smith

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Woodlawn, Tenn.

July, 1977

Call

meeting the next Wednesday night,
| stood and told the people | was
called to preach. Telling the people
helped me then, as did the encour-
agement they gave me in the years to
come.

As time went on, | began to form,
almost subconsciously, ideas and
images of the ministry. It was a great
thrill to hear the preachers tell of
mighty revivals and souls saved
under their ministry. Sometimes the
reports ran into the score for single
meetings and services. The illustra-
tions sounded so exciting. In my
heart | was saying, “l want to do
that.” The image | was developing
seemed to be so romantic. Even as |
attended college, there was a great
thrill that raced through my being as
| thought about being a truly evan-
gelistic pastor. | suppose there is
something in every preacher-to-be
that makes him want to “set the
woods on fire.” (The desire is there
yet, but not exactly in those terms.)

Soon | was faced with my first
assignment. It took only a short time
for me to realize that the ministry
was different from what | had imag-
ined it to be. There were the hours of
study, visitation, organizing, promot-
ing, money raising, boosting, youth
work, Sunday school drives, and
other jobs that are peculiarly the
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minister’'s. This was no sacrifice, for
| enjoyed the work. Even the low
salary did not trouble me. The thing
that troubled me was that | was do-
ing all of this and not seeing the
results. My experience, coupled with
my previous image of the ministry,
became a foothold for those subtle-
words, “Are you really called?” Be-
fore there was time for reply, the
voice continued, “If you were really
called, you would be seeing more
results.” The results were what trou-
bled me, and the tempter knew it.

My reply to the voice did not come
immediately, and | can’'t say | ever
made an official reply. I began to
think, to pray, and to meditate on my
call. The Holy Spirit gave me some
help. The facts began to come to
mind.

1. There was the firm knowledge
that the Lord had impressed a call
upon my heart as a child; and not
only that, the call had grown with
time and training.

2. It began to dawn upon me that
God had called me to preach and
hadn’t called me to my romantic con-
cept of the ministry.

3. It was obvious that | was not
born nor called in another day. It was
today | must preach and serve.

4. The call for me was not some-
thing I could pick up and lay down.

I could feel Paul's “Woe is me”
weighing upon my heart.

5. There was the realization that |
could be happy only in the will of the
Lord.

6. Despite the subtle voice, there
was still that heavenly pull that let
me know | had a mission for the
Kingdom issued by the King himself.
Go | must! Not to go was to fail the
King. My job was to go, and the re-
sults were with God. The results did
come later, but interestingly enough,
only after | had resolved to stick to it.

The resolve of my soul is to be as
faithful as Jeremiah, in spite of the
times; as alert as Ezekiel's watch-
man; and leave the rest to a faithful
God. And “by all means” and meth-
ods “save some,” and thus reach peo-
ple, in God’s way, for my day.

For me it IS a call in all the power
of the present tense. Though the sit-
uation is different from my fore-
fathers in the ministry, and though
times have changed, my call is to this
present age. Since this experience,
I often sing Charles Wesley's “A
Charge to Keep | Have,” with the
second stanza having special import
to me:

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill;

Oh, may it all my powers engage
To do my Master’s will.

What's Back of the Name?

A certain American-made piano was once advertized on sign-
boards along our railways and highways. Below the name of the piano
on the signboard always appeared this motto: “The quality goes in
before the name goes on.” Needless to say that as far as advertise-
ment goes, it was one of the gifted hits of the century. Sermons may
be found on signboards as well as in stones.

A name ought to stand for quality whether in pianos or Christian

character.

12
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Usually those who complain the loudest

and criticize the most, give the least

Give like a Christian

OW people use, spend, and give

their money is one of the best
indications of their true character.
This is an indicator so outstanding
that both saint and sinner are aware
of it.

Sometime ago an Internal Revenue
Service man told the following story:

“The other day I checked a strange
return. A fellow with an income
under $5,000 claimed he gave $624 to
some church. To be sure, he was
within the 15 percent limit, but it
looked mighty suspicious. So |
hopped a bus and dropped in on him
to ask him about his contribution. |
thought he’'d get nervous like most do
and say that he ‘might have made a
mistake.” But not this fellow! He
came back at me with that figure of
$624 without batting an eye. ‘Do you
have a receipt from the church? |
asked, figuring that | would make
him squirm.

“*‘Sure,” he said confidently. ‘I
always drop them in the drawer
where | keep my budget envelopes,’
and off he went to fetch his receipts.

by
William S. Deal

Author, Counselor
B Monte, Calif.
The Wesleyan Church

July, 1977

One look at them and | knew he was
on the level. So | apologized for both-
ering him and explained that it was
my duty to check on deductions that
seemed unusually high. As we shook
hands at the door, he said, ‘1'd like to
invite you to attend our church.’

“‘Thanks,’ | replied, ‘but I belong
to a church myself.’

“ ‘Excuse me,’ he said, ‘that possi-
bility hadn’t occurred to me.’

“As | rode home, | kept wondering
what he meant by that last remark.
It wasn't until Sunday morning when
| dropped my usual quarter into the
collection plate that it came to me!”

It took his own miserliness to bring
home his own state of affairs and why
the other brother had not considered
him a religious person.

After one family had returned
home from the morning service, Dad
began knocking the service and com-
plaining about the preaching. Moth-
er criticized the choir, and Big Sister
was running down the organist for
some blunder she had made. But it
all quieted down in a hurry when
Little Brother, who had noticed the
miserly little piece of money Dad had
dropped into the offering plate, piped
up. He simply said, “Well, folks, I
thought it was a pretty good sermon
for a dimel!”

Almost without exception, those
who complain the loudest, grumble
the worst, and criticize the most bit-
terly always give the least. They are
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generally of that caliber of the “chaff
which the wind driveth away.” Un-
fortunately, however, some of the
“chaff’ gets stuck in the crevices and
corners of the church, and the wind
does not drive it away.

Maybe the wee wisdom of the lad
in the following story was not too far
wrong: Little Jimmy’s uncle placed a
crisp new dollar bill in his little hand.
Then he said, “Be careful how you
spend this, Jimmy. You know the old
proverb, ‘A fool and his money are
soon parted.’”

To this the lad replied, “I'll re-
member what you said, Uncle Bill.
But thanks anyway for parting with
it.”

This lad probably totally misun-
derstood his uncle. But we do well to

remember the lesson that there is a
world of difference between the fool-
ish person who parts with his money
for fleeting, selfish, sinful purposes
and the one who invests his money
for Jesus’ sake and the kingdom of
heaven’s cause. “For where a man’s
treasure is, there will his heart be
also,” Jesus said.

It is still “more blessed to give
than to receive,” just as Jesus said.
Check up on your giving. Don’t “ give
'til it hurts” as some say, but better,
“Give 'til it brings deep-down joy to
do so.” Then you will be giving in the
true Christian spirit and not “grudg-
ingly,” or as the Pharisees did.

A person’s giving may be a good
gauge of his spiritual life. How does
yours check out in this light?

M</ Psalm I

Praise You, O God, for Your presence.

Praise You for Your peace.

Praise You for Your rest from myself and all

that causes restlessness.

Praise You for love, for joy, for friends, for home,
for wife, for children, for grandchildren.

Praise You for places where | am thrown on Your total
care, Your unimaginable resources, just on You.

Praise You for the Church, the Body of Christ,
the fellowship of the children of God.

Praise You for praise, for the release of praise, the
new strength in praise, new hope in praise.

Thank You!
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Eight Secrets
for Winning More Souls

By Asa H. Sparks*

Charles B. Roth, one of the dis-
tinguished sales experts in our coun-
try, has written several books on
salesmanship, including How to Hold
and Develop a Customer, 1,000 Ways
a Salesman Can Increase His Sales,
and How to Sell Your Way to Suc-
cess. In a recent magazine article, he
set down his 10 secrets for closing
sales. Eight of these can be directly
applied to winning souls.

He stated that the difference be-
tween $5,000 men and his $250,000
“Kking of salesmen” was that the top
salesman (or the top money men in
selling) were the strong closers. The
first rule is, If you want to make more
money in selling, simply learn how to
close more sales. This can be directly
applied to the pastoral ministry: If
you want to be more successful in
winning, simply learn how to close
more calls.

These rules for making sales—and
for winning souls—are secret rules
simply because so often we fail to
learn them and use them. Following
are the eight secret rules adapted for
soul winning:

1. Never call unless you intend to
close. Many salesmen fail because
when they go into the room, they are
prepared for failure. They often make
what salesmen call “goodwill calls,”
“friendship calls,” “missionary
calls.” The same is true of preachers.
We make Sunday school calls, pros-
pect calls, hospital calls. Like the
salesman, we must make up our
minds before we call that we are go-
ing to get the order for the soul.

2. Try to close with your very first
word. Don’'t hem and haw and beat
around the bush and wait for the

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Vandalia, Ohio.

July, 1977

proper time or the psychological mo-
ment. These never come. Try as early
as you can for a witness with your
very first words. We can “psychol-
ogy” our people right out of heaven
as we sit around in their living rooms
sipping coffee and waiting for the
proper moment to witness to them.

3. Close on every resistance. The
minute a buyer brings up an objec-
tion or a resistance, try to close him
then and there. Don’'t answer the
resistance—try to close. The reason:
“A buyer who has thrown a resis-
tance to you has lost his balance just
like a boxer who has missed a heavy
punch. He is wide open.” Usually his
resistance is a sign he is weakening
and is afraid he cannot afford to be-
come embroiled in the minute and
insignificant theological arguments
that are often presented to us as
resistance. The important thing to
always remember is that Jesus will
save, and that Jesus will save now.

4. Keep right on trying time after
time. The fact that you have failed
does not mean that the conquest is
over. It may mean that it is only be-
ginning. The salesman who is suc-
cessful is the one who is willing to try
that tenth time if need be. One top
salesman made 23 attempts to close
before he got the job done, and as
you witness and deal with the men
and women of your church continual-
ly, try to close. Try to get them to the
point of personal and genuine com-
mitment to God.

5. Give him a choice. Your wife
has used this time and again to get
you to either mow the grass or dust
the living room. The salesman will
offer you a choice between a brown or
black suit. Give your prospect a
choice. Not a choice of yes or no,
but a choice of whether he or you will
lead in the first prayer.

6. Do something fast. It is possible
to talk a client in and out of a sale
just as it is possible to talk a prospect
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in and out of conviction. Whatever
you do, do something. Cause him to
kneel and pray. Have him read the
Bible with you. Show him the scrip-
tures that apply. Spring into action
at once.

7. Make him somebody special.
The surgeon you trust uses this tech-
nigue. The salesman you buy from
uses it, but sometimes we pastors for-
get that the prospect is the greatest
person to deal with. Don’'t be afraid
to point out how he is special and
how he can count for God.

8. Ask for what you want. The sim-
plest way to get what you want is
often to ask for what you want. It
works in selling as in other areas of
life. The salesman asks for your

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

| Needed My Pastor
Desperately, but He Was
Out Winning Souls!

Dear Son:

This hasn’'t been the best of weeks
for Mother and me. Hail took our
wheat, and some of the cattle became
sick and died. To top it all off, Jane
came home to tell us that her husband
had left her without support. We needed
help and let our pastor know about it.
If he had only come for a visit and
prayer, | think | could have taken it—
but he told us that if we were where
we ought to be spiritually, we could
take it, and he never showed up at the
home at all. He was too busy winning
souls to Christ!

Now | appreciate his energy and
vision, but he has forgotten that there
is a flock to care for, and has never

16

order. The preacher resists this point,
feeling it puts him in the beggars’
role, and yet the only way we can win
souls is to ask for what we want—for
their faith and trust in God to step
out into a new life—a new creature
in Christ Jesus.

Gaylord B. Buck, another sales
executive, always admonished his
salesmen as follows: “ Listen, fellows,
keep on asking for business. Nearly
every prospect will turn you down a
few times, but no prospect ever lived
who could turn a salesman down for-
ever.

This same statement could be
paraphrased for your calling min-
istry. Keep after that prospect. Don’t
be the first to give in.

learned the skills of pastoral care and
concern. He is too busy to sit down and
talk to anyone.

I am only a farmer and don’t under-
stand much of modern church organi-
zation, but it seems to me that the
earth can teach us something. The
seed is not only planted, but cultivated,
protected, and watered before the har-
vest. It takes all the skills of farming
to raise a crop.

We are not fed on Sunday but exposed
to a description of what has happened
during the week. We are a going con-
cern—all the time! But | have noticed
something lately. We are eroding at the
edges. Those who were formerly with
us are no longer here. Even those who
were won to Christ are losing their
enthusiasm. | have a sneaking suspi-
cion that evangelism must be comple-
mented by discipling if the church is to
truly grow. What do you think? What
did your seminary professors tell you?
Isn’t there another side?

The Preacher's Magazine



JULY

FOR
PASTORS

NAZAR and LOCAL

CHURCH
LEADERS

EARL C. WOLF, Executive Director

Compiled by the General Stewardship Commission STEPHEN J. SORENSEN, Office Editor

General Superintendent Strickland

Preaching
Holiness

LL NAZARENE PREACHERS must be holiness preachers. In the
process of preparation for ordination, vows are made to proclaim
by ministry and teaching the cardinal doctrines of the Bible. Cen-
tral in our Wesleyan theology is the doctrine of holiness.

Holiness preachers, however, do not become great standard-
bearers by having made vows. The best holiness preachers are
molded by strong convictions which develop from an inner life
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. To these preachers holiness is an ex-
perience to be sought and a life to be lived. These convictions be-
come the heart of one's preaching priorities. Topics of current
interest, special emphasis, etc., have their place, but the preaching
of holiness takes priority in one's pastoral and evangelistic ministry.

This does not imply a narrow, circumscribed ministry, for
there is great scope in the presentation of the holiness message.
The great doctrines of the Bible are wonderfully related to it. The
doctrines of atonement, sin, salvation— and all others related to
Christian experience— are related to holiness. The doctrines of
Christian living and outreach are also related to it. Moreover, the
doctrines of the Church and its ultimate victory in the Second
Coming of Christ are likewise related to holiness. To preach holi-
ness is to unfold all of the beautiful biblical truths which relate to
the total revelation of God to man.

This is the year of "Lifting Up Christ— Our Sanctifying Sav-
iour." Let us preach holiness with holy convictions. Let the mes-
sage be clear and understandable. Let the message be biblical. Let
it be proclaimed as an experience and a life. Let it bring a refresh-
ing revival to our blessed Zion.



EVANGELISM

Need
Prospect

Many pastors say, “We do\
not have that many new\
people coming to our
chuch to develop agood
prospect list.

Here are some
suggestions. /:

e Friendship and Worship Cards
Invite every person in the congregation to fill out the card. Using this
method, “ guests” will be more willing to sign. Offer each “guest" a
special gift to be sent to them the following week. This gives a reason to
get their address.

» Special Events
Periodically have a major public interest event (concerts, known speak-
ers, etc.), preferably in a neutral auditorium or in the sanctuary. Regis-
ter all who attend, either by Friendship and Worship Card, ticket, or as
special "guests.”

* Baptismal Service

Use the following form as an embossed invitation card: "Mr. john Dos
requests the pleasure of your company at his baptism in public withess
of his faith in Jesus Christ. This service of celebration will take place
(time, date, etc.)." (One church experienced over 50 visitors as a result
of this service).
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STEWARDSHIP

Whatyou ve been waitingfor...
The Department of Stewardship
presents a completely new and
Inspiring film-

And God Gave Dominion—

(FR-129)

The setting of this stewardship film is a laymen’s retreat at a seaside resort.
The opening narration recounts the creation story from Genesis. The rugged
coastline, ocean, and tidal pools all illustrate the
poetic narrative. Reuben Welch, well-known
professor, writer, and popular speaker, leads the
retreatants in a Bible study of Genesis 1 and 2. The
informal location, dress, and study approach will
make this film very effective for all ages from high
school on up. 16-mm., color, 25 minutes. Service
and mailing fee, film only, $5.00. See order blank on
page 16T.

Love's Response—

(VA-506)

A companion set of three teaching filmstrips
are available from Nazarene Publishing House and
should be used for follow-up study to accompany the
new 16-mm. film And God Gave Dominion. These
go into detail relative to financial stewardship, time,
and talent. They can be used either in conjunction
with the film or separately. Color. Set includes 3 film-
strips, 3 cassettes, and leader’s guide. $28.50.

Part I—A definition of Christian stewardship from a biblical viewpoint and its
relationship to our use of time. 40 frames.

Part II—The Christian steward and his vocation. The issue of money and
possessions with a strong emphasis on tithing and proportionate giving. 42 frames.

Part 1lI—Our responsibility as stewards to our “beautiful and now fragile” earth and
to those who inhabit it. 40 frames.

Order directly from Nazarene Publishing House
16C



LIFE INCOME

The heart's desire of every committed Nazarene is to be a faithful steward. Yet, ex-
pressing wise stewardship for today and the future is not always simple. Consideration must
be given to personal plans and desires, legal questions, income tax questions,

estate taxes, money management, financial provisions, record-keeping.

Through the church’s Horizons program, there’s a new way to invest in your church
while investing in your future.

These authorized Horizons representatives—all fellow Nazarenes who have completed
courses offered by the Philanthropy Tax Institute on Deferred Giving—are especially quali-
fied to assist you. Thoughtfully, confidentially, knowledgeably. With never any charge or
obligation.

Mr. Bob Rimington
Representative

Mr. Rimington serves as Canada West
district treasurer and college trustee. He
has also served as minister of adults and
administration of a local church.

Dr. E E Zachary
Representative

Dr. Zachary has served as a pastor and
for 32 years as district superintendent,
including pioneer work in Australia.

Dr. 0. J. Finch
Representative
Dr. Finch has served the church as pas-

tor, '] , district super
college president, and General Board
member.

Rev. Cari J. Swanson
Representative

The business world and service are a
part of Rev. Swanson’s life. He has been
an advertising manager, college develop-
ment officer, and pastor.

Mr. Harlan Heinmiller
Representative

Former General Motors executive, dis-
trict young peoples’ president, and Gen-
eral Board member, Mr. Heinmiller is now
office manager of Life Income Gifts and
Bequests.

Rev. Robert W. Crew

Executive Consultant

a service of

NOOKTDTU:.

Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City. Mo. 64131
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Make it SPECIAL with. ..
Promotion Certificates

miliar Bible
snes litho -
iphed in full

or on front. Inside is a contemporary open Bible-
ss design, appropriate scripture, and certificate
n ready to personalize with name, department,
e, and signature. French fold. 574 x

‘elope.

kage of 12 (same stock number)

3ER BY NUMBERS ONLY

3ER EACH ILLUSTRATION

excellent source for ideas and materials for
ining an interesting, well-rounded program.

)ages.
501

ELD «

ommended by the Department of
rch Schools for presenting each pupil
ig promoted into the fourth grade. Nu-
ous features make this particularly
»ful for junior-age use. 4% x IVi".
h board.

JON $3.00; 12 for $2.85 each

other Promotional Day supplies and
ropriate awards, consult our latest
ter Buying Guide. Free upon request.

ZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

for Little Folks
... and Grown ups Too!

Birth Through 3
Jesus with His Family

Ages 6 Through 8
Jesus and Joseph

Ages 12 Through 14
Jesus Talking with Young People

Department to Department
Jesus Fishing with Peter

CT-105
Ages 4 Through 5
Jesus at Play

Ages 9 Through 11
Jesus in the Synagogue

Youth
Jesus and Fishermen

CT-164R
Recognition
Jesus Teaching
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Brief account of creation filmed on rugged co<
“In the beginning God ... Inthe now, God ... In
tomorrows, God.”

Song “O Happy Day” is background for family
at Six Flags over Texas. “A happy day is even t
ter when God’s in it.”

Baseball action highlights the thought, “God wa
you safe, not out!”

Series C

(TV-7009) $30.0

Grandparents and child enjoy a day at the zoo. 1
message is, God is the basis for family love.

Wheat harvest and a teen boy’s testimony t
God is Number One in his life make this spotar
witness.

Decorating the Christmas tree, a young cou
illustrates the truth, Jesus Christ is God'’s gift to
world.

Order today from Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kan-

sas City, Mo. 64141.

For information write NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS, 6401
The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
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HOME MISSIONS

J

RACE
and

DISCRIMINATION
1976 “Manual/’ Paragraph 904.3

E, THE MEMBERS of the Seventeenth General Assem-

bly of the Church of the Nazarene, wish to reiterate our
historic stand of Christian compassion for men of all races. We
believe that God is the Creator of all men, and that of one
blood are all men created.

We believe that each individual, regardless of race, color,
or creed, should have equality before law, including the right
to vote, equal access to educational opportunities, and to all
public facilities, and to the equal opportunity, according to
one’s ability, to earn a living free from any job or economic
discrimination.

We urge our churches everywhere to continue and
strengthen programs of education to promote racial under-
standing and harmony. We also feel that the scriptural ad-
monition, “Follow peace with all men” (Hebrews 12:14),
should guide the actions of our people. We urge that each
member of the Church of the Nazarene humbly examine his
personal attitudes and actions toward other races, as a first
step in achieving the Christian goal of full participation by all
in the life of the church and the entire community.

We reemphasize our belief that holiness of heart and life
is the basis for right living. We believe that complete under-
standing between racial groups will come when the hearts of
men have been changed by complete submission to Jesus
Christ, and that the essence of true Christianity consists in
loving God with one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
one’s neighbor as oneself.
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CRADLE ROLL

Build with a Cradle Roll

September 4-BUILD AN INFORMED CHURCH!

Educate the whole church about the SPECIALIZED ministry of the
Cradle Roll. ..

WIN NEW PARENTS TO CHRIST—through our interest in their
baby!

September 11-BUILD THE ENROLLMENT-CRADLE ROLL SUNDAY*

September 18-BUILD AN ENLIGHTENED SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF!

Advise every teacher and pupil of their opportunity and responsibility
to feed names of unchurched babies and parents to the Cradle Roll
supervisor.

September 25-BUILD THE POTENTIAL FOR WINNING NEW PERSONS TO CHRIST!

*CRADLE ROLL SUNDAY

STEWARDSHIP



NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

IN YOUR CHURCH THROUGH A WORLD
MISSION RADIO OFFERING

(10 percent Credit— Send to
General Treasurer)



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

let's
face H!

Not EVERYONE Can Attend
EVERY CST Class Given!

The Answer

the

HOME STUM
PLAN

Steps to Follow:

16J

Select course

Order home study guide frdTfi
CST Office, 6401 The Paseo, Kan-
sas City, Mo. 64131—including
$1.00 evaluation fee.

Order textbook from the Naza-
rene Publishing House.

Return the completed guide to
our office for evaluation.

We will return itto you along with
your credit card.

For further
information—

write for the

HOME STUDY PLAN
BROCHURE!



DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS

"/ 0 ']

We're not surprised that so
many ministers are enrolling
in the Nazarene Supplemental
Retirement Program. What
does surprise us is that some
ministers haven't enrolled. In
trying to understand why, we
have discovered a couple of
myths that we would like to
explode.

"I'm too young to worry about retirement.”

Now, we all know that the
best way to achieve a goal is to plan for it. Regardless of whether you are 24, 34, 44,
or 54, you can't begin too soon to plan for retirement at age 65. The Nazarene
Supplemental Retirement Program will help you do just that. Remember, failing to
plan is planning to fail.

"fcan't afford to enroll."

But, can you really afford not to enroll? There is
absolutely no charge for establishing or maintaining this annuity, though there are
lots of benefits. Like the current 9 percent annual interest rate— or the tax-shelter
for principal and interest. These benefits are yours for minimum deposits of just
$10.00 each month. You can't go wrong!

If you would like more information about the Nazarene Supplemental Retirement
Program, or if you know of another myth that could use a little TNT (Truth, Not
Tale), please write to us:

Department of Pensions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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3,001 OR MORE
NAZARENE

PASTORS

HAVE ALREADY
ATTENDED

PALCON

FUTURE CONFERENCES:

Mid-America Nazarene College
July 18-22,1977

Bethany Nazarene College
August 1-5,1977

Northwest Nazarene College
August 8-12,1977

Point Loma College
August 22-26,1977



YOUTH

World Youth

Conference
-DISCIPLESHIP-

July 18-23, 1978
ESTES PARK, COLO.

YMCA Camp of the Rockies

"Teacl; tf}ese great truths . ..

D and pass t(jem on to others"

rd olU f. (2 tim othy 1:2, tlb).

Applications are
available from your
district NY| president.
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WORLD MISSION

"sask  Have You
Read

“World
Mission
Lately?

= Bigger

= More Pages

= Easier to Read

= Sharp Layout

= Articles That Make You

Better Pictures D iflfe rd it!

e News from the Mission
World—Here as well as There

< Missionary Biographies
= Recipes from Other Lands
= Your old Favorites: Wee Wisdom and Proverbs of the

People

Subscription Price: $4.00 for 3 years for a single subscription; $3.00
for 3 years when ordered through your local church. Send subscrip-
tion orders to the Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City,
Mo. 64141.
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Translated and edited by

WILLIAM WHISTON

The standard English

translation 4-Volume Set
LARGE-PRINT
More than 2,100 pages EDITION

Classic design, hard-
board binding.

Introduction by Nationally advertised

Charles F. Pfeiffer at $29.95

Special NPH Price
Strong, beautiful AONLY $15.00°
bindings

Includes a comprehensive history of the Jewish people from the begin-
nings of Old Testament history through the complete suppression of the
Jews by the iron hand of Rome in A.D. 73.

The writings of Flavius Josephus, the prime source of intertestamental
history, will always retain their classic position in biblical studies as one of
the most dramatic accounts of all the annals of history.

Josephus recorded his explosive, eyewitness experiences within the
tumultuous period in which he lived. He was no recluse. He was a Jewish
priest, Pharisee, soldier, military strategist, statesman, Roman citizen, and
historian. He was born in Jerusalem and he died in Rome. A scholarly
Jew, he was at home in the secular Roman world.

An Amazing Offer for a Limited Time!

ACT NOWI

A Resource Treasure for Your Personal Library

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE - post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE
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Formula for Growth:

“Enlist and Train Workers
on the Basis of
SS ENROLLMENT”

(Use this plan sheetfor your church)
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VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT, NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Z Z

i*x o« o

ALBA, GLEN. (R) 3006 S. Osceola St., Denver, Colo. 80236 (full-
time)

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) Rte. 1, Taft St., Danielson. Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

ALLEN, J. A. I MILDRED. (Ret.) Box 559, Chandler, Okla. 74834

AMOS, CARL A. (C) c/o NPH

«ANDERSON, LAWRENCE t KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844

+ANDREWS, GEORGE. (C) Box 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

<ARCHER, RONALD E..(R) 4304 N. Peniel, Bethany, Okla. 73008
(full-time)

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St.. Tampa, Fla. 33604

<ARNI FAMILY SINGERS. (R) 430 N. Chestnut St., Eldon, Mo.
65026 (full-time)

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

#BABCOCK, KENNETH E. t MILDRED. (C) P.0. Box 32. Orange
City. Fla. 32763

<BAILEY, CLARENCE 1 THELMA. (C) 1197 W Arch St, Portland.
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley. Lapeer, Mich. 48446

#BAKER, NATHAN. (R) Rte. 2, Box 2, Osgood, Ind. 47037

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.va
25306

BARTON, GRANT M. (Ret.) 1551 Darlington Ave., Crawfordsville,
Ind. 47933

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.0. Box 254, Roland, Okla. 74954

# BELL, JAMES 1 1EAN. (C) c/0 NPH*

<BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY. IAMES U. (C) Box 1326. River-
view, Fla. 33569

# BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED t GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Ret.) 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd, Pearl River, La 70452

<BIERCE, JACK. (C) Box 3528, Vail, Colo. 81657

BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R. 703 E. *65, Celina,
Ohio 45822 (full-time)

#BLUE, DAVID i DANA. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37206

BOGGS, W, E. (Ret.) 11323 Cactus Ln,, Dallas, Tex. 75238

BOHANNAN, GRADY B. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

«BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lmdenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061

<BOHI, R, W. (C) 403 Annawood Dr.. Yukon, Okla. 73099

4 BOND, GARY C, (C) Box 157, Orland Park, Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr West Covina, Calif.
91792

BOWMAN, RUSSELL.
43224

#BRAND, W. H. (Ret.) P.0. Box 332, Fort Wayne. Ind. 46801

«BRAUN, GENE. (C) 4326 N. Rte. 560, Urban, Ohio 43078

BRISCOE, JOHN. (R) 5925 N.W. 60th, Oklahoma City. Okla. 73122
(full-time)

<BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd.. Bourbonnais, IIl. 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E, JR. (C) Rte. 1. Box 245. Westmoreland.
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St.. Reading. Pa. 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) Rte 2, Hillsboro. Tenn. 37342

<BROWN. ROGER N. (C) Box 724, Kankakee. Ill. 60901

#BUCKLES-BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (C) 6104 S. Gotham Dr.,
South Bend, Ind. 46614

BUDD, JAY B. (R) 1385 Hentz Dr., Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr.. Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (full time)

(Ret.) 1695 Audrey Rd., Columbus, Ohio

1C) Commissioned (R) Registered

~Preacher & Song Evangelist

* ~h"m m“ “

«BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O Box 165. Monaca. Pa
15061 (full-time)

CANEN, DAVID. (C) ¢/o NPH*

«CAUDILL, STEVE t SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr. Saginaw. Mich,
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675. Middleboro. Mass. 02346

«CELEBRATION TRIO. (C) 1202 Kanawha Ave., Dunbar, W.va.
25064

4 CHAPMAN, W. EMERSON I LOIS. (C) Rte 1. Box 115a. Milton-
vale, Kans. 67466

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c/o Gen. Del., Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

#CLINE, JERRY i MADY. (C) 1229 W Mead Ave., Bowling Green.

Ky. 42101

«COBB, BILL & TERRI. (C) P.0. Box 75512, Oklahoma City,
Okla. 73107

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans. W.va
25177

COFFEY, RUSSELL E. (C) Rte. 2, Hopkins, Mich. 49328

+CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd.. Ithaca. N Y. 14850

CONWAY, L. W. (Ret.) 750 Michigan Ave. K-9, Washington, Pa.
15301

+CONWAY, TED, EVANGELISTIC PARTY. (C) 905 Wallington Cir,
Greenwood, Ind. 46142

COOK, RALPH. (Ret.) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif. 91780

CORBETT, C. T. (Ret.) 459 N. Forest, Bradley, Ill. 60915

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial D r. Alexandria, La. 71301

«COY, JIM. (C) 3205 Churchview Dr., Valparaiso. Ind. 46383

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge. Springfield. Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp. Rte, 2,
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) Rte. 2, Box 186, Walker, W.va. 26180

CREWS, H. F. i MRS. (Ret.) Box 18302, Dallas, Tex. 75218

«CROFFORD, DON. (R) 254 Southridge Dr., Rochester, N Y. 14626
(full-time)

CRUTCHER, ESTELLE. (Ret.) 1466 E. Mountain. Pasadena, Calif.
91104

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI., Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DAMRON, GARY. (C) 9051 Grand, Kansas City. Mo. 64114

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.0. Box 929. Vivian, La. 71082

#DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va 23692

DAVIS, LEO. (Ret.) 403 "N" St., Bedford, Ind. 47421

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave., Lakeland, Fla. 33801

«DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342. Barberton, Ohio 44203

#DELL. JIMMY. (R) 4026 E. Flower St. Phoenix. Anz
(full time)

#DENNIS, DARRELL t BETTY. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

<DENNISON, MARVIN E. (R) 1208 S.E. Green Rd. Tecumseh,
Kans. 66542

DISHON, CLARENCE. (C) Rte. 8, Box 251J, Indianapolis. Ind. 46234

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) Rte 15. Bowling Green. Ky 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A. (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, Il 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE 1 CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7. Box 370. Crossville. Tenn. 38555

<DUNMIRE, RALPH 1 JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville,
Tenn. 37211

DUNN, DON. (C) P.0. Box 132, Bartlett, Ohio 45713

=DUTTON, BARRY | TAVIA. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

85018
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EASTMAN, H. T. (Ret.) 5102 Gailey Rd . Sp. 317A, Colorado Springs.
Colo. 80915

<EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger. Ky. 41018

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 674, Frederick, Okla. 73542 (full-
time)

ELLINGSON, R. LEE (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis. Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 1220 Bluebird Dr.. Longview, Tex. 75601

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood. Kans. 66206

<ELROD, RON. (R) Box 7150, Flint, Mich. 48507 (full-time)

EMSLEY, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr.. Danville. Va.
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point. Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full time)

<EVERETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66 C, Stanton, Ky 40380 (full-time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

#FILES, GLORIA; «, ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore, N'Y. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe. Kans 66061 (full-
time)

FINGER, MAURICE. (Ret.) 122 Charlotte Rd., Lincolnton, N.C.
28092

FINKBEINER, A.J. (C) 84 B. Street, Campbell, Calif. 95008

#FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley. Ohio 45167

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa 15728

#FORD, JAMES & RUTH. (C) Children s Workers, 1605 Laura St..
Clearwater, Fla 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi, Ill. 62821

FRASER, DAVID. (R) c/0 NPH (full-time)

FREEMAN. MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville. Ill 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) Rte 1, Geff, IIl. 62842

<FULWOOD, JOANNE, & BOOTH, DIAN. (R) 625 N.E. 6th St.,
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 (full-time)

«GAGNON, DAVE I. KAREN. (R) 130 Milford St., Rochester. N'Y
14615

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe. Kans 66061

«GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W Hendricks, No 7. Shelbyville. Ind
46176

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND 1 JOAN. (C) Box 115. Mt Erie, Ill. 62446

«GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E Highland. Muncie.
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. (Ret.) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y. 14701

#GLAZE, HAROLD | MARILYN. (R) PO Box A. Calamine. Ark
72418

«GLENDENNING, PAUL & BOBBIE. (C) 700 E Broadway, Fairfield,
la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N. Beale, Milwaukee, Wis. 53224

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3, Box 269, Bemid]i. Minn 56601

«GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN) (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville, Ky. 40229

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, Ill. 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (Ret.) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock. Tex. 79412

<GREEN. JAMES S ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385. Canton. Ill 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (C) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St.. Sistersville. W.va 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 2827 LaVista Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43204

«GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD t JANICE). (C) 539 E
Mason St.,, Owosso. Mich 48867

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401

#HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct. Colorado Springs. Colo. 80916
(full time)

HALL, CARL N. (C) ¢/o NPH

#HALL, DAVID & BETTY. (C) ¢/o NPH

HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Ret.) 907 Cowan Ave, Conroe. Tex. 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes. Ind. 47591

HANCE, RAY. (Ret.) 7705 N.W. 20th St., Bethany, Okla. 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c/o NPH

<HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) ¢/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank, Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr.. Austin, Tex 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, Ill. 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) R.D 2, Howard. Ohio 43028
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HAYNES, 0. F. (C) 2044 11th Ave., Huntington, W.Va. 25703

#HEASLEY, J. E. & FERN. (C) 6611 N.W, 29th St.. Bethany. Okla
73008

HENDERSON, DEE. (Ret.) Rte. 1, Box 439A. Donaldson, Ark. 71941

HENDERSON, JOHN. (C) 1209 Ordway Pl, Nashville, Tenn. 37206

HESS, BILL. (R) P.0. Box 382, Owasso, Okla. 74055 (full-time)

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St.. Corpus Christi. Tex. 78404

HOLCOMB, T. E. (Ret.) 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex. 77078

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) Rte. 2, Indian Lake Rd , Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 318 W. Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St., Columbia. Ky. 42728

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.0. Box 816. Durant, Okla
74701

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington, Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct., Columbus. Ohio
43214 (full-time)

#ICE, CHARLES | BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo. 82501

ICE, CHARLES I BETTY. (C) 514 Elk Dr., Riverton, Wyo. 82501

IDE, CHARLES D. (Ret.) 1796 52nd St. S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich
49508

¢IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E. Hatch, Sturgis, Mich. 49091
(full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave., Charleroi, Pa 15022

#IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr.. Harrison. Tenn. 37341

ISENBERG, DON. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, 610 Deseret.
Friendswood, Tex 77546

<JACKSON, CHUCK & MARY. (C) Box 17726, Nashville, Tenn.
37217

#JACKSON, HERB. (R) P.0. Box 640, Bethany, Okla. 73008
(full-time)

#JACKSON, PAUL & TRISH. (C) Box 739, Meade, Kans. 67864

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 4270 Loomis #A, Colorado Springs, Colo.
80906

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN & MARIJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES. RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave. Bellefontame. Ohio
43311

JEFFERIES, A. G. (Ret.) 350 Pearl St., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore. 97401

JETER, H. L. (C) 2345 Johnstown, Florissant, Mo. 63033

<JEWETT, LARRY 1 PATRICIA. (C) Rte 4, Box 265, West Monroe.
La. 71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte. 1. Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full
time)

«JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E, Lewiston, Ida 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) Rte 4. Box 42. Bel Air. Md 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville. Tenn. 37217 (full
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur. Nampa, Ida 83651

KELLY, R. B. (Ret.) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, Okla. 73008

KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (Ret.) 2910 Harris St.. Eugene, Ore.
97405

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P.0. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191. West Lebanon, Ind 47991 (full time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Ret.) 1241 Knollwood Rd.. 46K. Seal Beach,
Calif. 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298. Brookville, Pa. 15825

#KRATZ, ELDON i KAY. (R) 814 Grant Terr.. Olathe. Kans 66061
(full-time)

LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing. Mich 48910

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

#LASSELL, RAY & JAN. (C) Rte. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

#LAW, DICK & LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany. Okla. 73008

<LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.0. Box 17008, Nashville, Tenn.
37217 (full-time)

«LAXSON, WALLY t GINGER. (C) Rte. 3, Box 118, Athens, Ala.
35611

<LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030

LEE, C. ROSS. (C) 1945 E. Broad St., New Castle, Ind. 47362

#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1, Hicksville, Ohio 43526

LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C) Box 1868. Fresno. Calif. 97318

LEONARD, JAMES t FLORICE. (Ret.) 150 Valley View Dr.. Johns
town, Ohio 43031



LESTER. FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, Kans. 66061

LIDDELL, P, L. (C) 3530 W Allen Rd. Howell, Mich, 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PI., Springfield, Mo. 65804

#LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St., Elkhart, Ind. 46514

#LOMAN, LANE & JANET. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. *2, New Florence, Pa 15944 (full time)

LOWN, A. I. (C) c/o NPH*

#LUSH, RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct. No. 1. Whitewater Wis
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. (C) 41808 W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio
44035

MADISON, G. H. (Ret.) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tern. 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) c/o NPH

MANN, L. THURL. (R) c/o NPH (full time)

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N. Maysville, K. 41056

MARLIN, BEN F. (C) P.0. Box 6310, Hollywood, Fla. 33021

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Alton. Tex. 79220

«MCcABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind. 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) Rte 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Byron, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) Rte. 1. Box 308. Dale. Tex, 78616

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando. Fla. 32809

«McKINNON, JUANITA. (C) Box 126, Institute. W.va. 25112

MCcWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) Rte. 1. Greenup, Ky 41144

«MEREDITH, DWIGHT t NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286, Minneapolis, Minn 55431
(full-time)

*MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belmder, Prairie Village,
Kans. 66208

MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Ret.) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr.. Fort Wayne. Ind.
46807

#MICKEY. BOB. IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435. Lamar.
Colo. 81052

MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 46th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c¢/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N 12th St. Terre Haute. Ind
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd.. Nitro, W.va. 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Ret.)) 19562 Winward Ln.. Huntington
Beach, Calif. 92646

«MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarkel. Ont.. Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD & MRS. (C) 575 Ferris. NW. Grand Rapids.
Mich. 49504

=NEFF, LARRY i PATRICIA. (C) 625 N Water St. Owosso. Mich.
48867

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c¢/o NPH*

NORTON, JOE. (Ret.) Box 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520

ORIHOOD, .DALE M. (C) 2936 Leeshurg Rd.. SW.. Washington Court
House. Ohio 43160

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist S Chalk Artist. 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

PALMER. IAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave Martinsville, Ind. 46151

<PARR, PAUL G. &DOROTHY. (C) Rte. 1. Box 167A, Whitetown,
Ind. 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A. A. (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, 10HN. (R) Box 695. Colorado Springs. Colo. 80901 (full-
time)

PECK, W. A. (C) Rte. 2. Box 65A. Malden. Mo. 63863

#PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (C) Box 605. Sidney, Mont, 59270

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245. Cable. Ohio 43009

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd.. Rte. 2, Griggsville. IlI.
62340

#PICKERINGS, R. E. (R) P.0. Box 20572. Orlando. Fla 32814 (full-
time)

#PIERCE, BOYCE t CATHERINE. (C) Rte 4. Danville. Ill 61832

«PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PORTER, I0HN | PATSY. (C) ¢/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE I LOIS. (Ret.) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683

POTTS, TROY C. (Ret.) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234

4POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr.. Mansfield, Ohio
44905

#POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte 4. Oskaloosa. la. 52577

PRICE, JACK. (R) c/0 NPH (full-time)

«QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Or,. Orlando. Fla
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY, (C) Box 106, Lewistown, Il 61542

RAYCROFT, R. N. (C) c¢/o NPH*

READER, GEORGE H. D. (Ret.) Box 396, Chrisman, Ill. 61924

REED, DOROTHY. (C) 2907 W. Chestnut St., Hannibal, Mo. 63401

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave.. Bourbonnais. Ill. 60914

RHAME, JOHN D. (Ret.) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo.
63701

= RICHARDS, LARRY | PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave , Indianapolis. Ind 46203

RICHARDSON, PAUL E. (C) 421 S. Grand Ave.. Bourbonnais. Il
60914

RIDEN, K. R. (C) c/0 NPH

RIST, LEONARD. (C) 3544 Brookgrove Dr., Grove City, Ohio 43123

ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr.. Yukon, Okla. 73099

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln . Arlington, Tex
76014

ROBINSON, TED L. (C) c/o NPH

#ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Heaters. W Va 26627

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave.. Nashville; Tenn 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander In.. Bethany. Okla
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 NW 97th St. Miami Fla
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) Rte 1 Lynchburg, Tenn 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204. La Vergne. Tenn 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, E. H. (C) 401 S Oak St.. Sapulpa. Okla 74066

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N Third Ave. Saginaw, Mich. 48607

SCARLETT, DON. (C) 1806 Auburn St., Speedway, Ind. 46224

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (Ret.) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City,
Okla. 73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln , Alta Loma. Calif 91701

SCOTT, CHARLES. (R) 1206 Tower Dr. Rte, 1 Box 424. Boonville,
Ind 47601

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) I GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave.
Ashland. Ky 41101

#SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94. Pittshurg. Ill 62974

#SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) Rte. 2. Box 216 0. Vicksburg.
Mich. 49097

SHARPLES, J. J, & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave . Yorkton, Saskatchewan.
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln , St Marys, Ohio 45885

4SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing D r, Anderson. Ind
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.0. Box 1083. Hendersonville. Tenn 37075

#SIPES EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) Box 486, Bucklin. Kans, 67834
(full-time)

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave . San Diego. Calif 92117

«SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St.. Rising Sun, Ind 47040

#SLATER, GLENN | VERA (C) 320 S 22nd St, Independence,
Kans. 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS. (C) Box 937, Bethany. Okla 73008

#SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/o NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 5050 Garford No. 89, Long Beach, Calif.
90815

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd , Snover. Mich 48472

#SMITH, OTTIS E, JR . i MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St.. Tidioute.
Pa. 16351

SMITH, R. A. (C) 8377 Wadsworth, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln, Colorado Springs, Colo
80904 (full-time)

SNIDER, C. W. (C) 706 S. 15th St., Vincennes. Ind. 47591

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 58 Baylis, SW . Grand Rapids. Mich 49507

#SPARKS, ASA t MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave. Nashville Tenn 37210

#SPRAGUE EVANGELISTIC FAMILY. (C) c/o NPH

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/0 NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11. Bethany, Okla, 73008

STARNES, SAM. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, Ill. 60915

STEELE, J. J. (Ret.) 1020 W Stanford, Springfield, Mo 65807
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STEEN, CURTIS. (C) 6809 N.W 25th. Bethany, Okla. 73008

STEGAL. DAVID. (R) Rte 2, Bo* 139, Yukon. Okla 73099 (full-time)

STEWART, PAUL 1 (C) Bo* 90 Jasper. Ala 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave , NW. Rochester. Minn.
55901

«STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 3655 El Morro Rd . Lot 127,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80910

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1. Ramsey, Ind. 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave. Springfield. Ohio
45503

STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte 3. Waverly. Ohio 45690

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Glenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla
73099

«SWEENEY, ROGER | EULETA. (C) Rte 2, Bo* 106, Sharon Grove,
Ky. 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H. (Ret.) 409 N.E. 13th St., Abilene. Kans. 67410

TAYLOR. CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist. 2469 Sacramento Dr..
Redding. Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN 0. (C) 205 N. Limit. Colorado Springs. Colo. 80905

#TEASDALE, ELLIS & RUTH. (Ret.) 58333 Ironwood Dr.. Elkhart
Ind. 46514

THOMAS, I. MELTON. (C) Box 682. Mt. Vernon. Ohio 43050

THOMAS, W. FRED. (Ret.) 521 Ideal St., Milan, Mich. 48160

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy. Craig. Mo 64437

THOMPSON, HAROLD. (Ret.) 644 E. Walnut St., Blytheville, Ark.
72315

¢THORNTON, RON L. (C) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, Ill. 61241

THORNTON, WALLACE. (C) Rte 4, Bo* 49-B, Somerset, Ky. 42501

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petershurg, Tex. 79250

TOSTI, TONY. (Ret.) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave, Vancouver, Wash. 98662

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL I. JEANETTE. (C) P.0. Box 3204. La Vale. Md.
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

TURBYFILL, M. L. (Ret.) 6812 N.W. 29th Terr., Bethany, Okla.
73008

#TURNOCK, JIM &D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (full time)

UNDERWOOD, G. F. t MRS. (Ret.) 150 Shadylane Cir. Ct.
Warren, Ohio 44483 (full-time)

STEWARDSHIP

| YES. PLEASE SEND

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N 37th PL. Phoenix. Ariz
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner. Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

VAUGHN, VOLA L. (R) 9400-93 St. N, Seminole, Fla. 33541
(full-time)

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln,, Dallas, Tex. 75228

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

WARD, LLOYD i GERTRUDE. (Ret.) Preacher &Chalk Artist, 1001
Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901

«WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial. Danville. Ill
61832

<WELCH, RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts. No. 5. Madison,
Tenn 37115

WELCH, W, B. (C) 5328 Edith St.. Charleston Heights. S.C. 29405

WELLS, KENNETH t LILY. (Ret.) Bo* 1043. Whitefish, Mont. 59937

WEST, EDNA. (C) 910 Carlisle St.. Colorado Springs, Colo, 80907

WHITED. CURTIS. (C) 307 N Blake. Olathe, Kans. 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) P.O. Box 3232, Bartlesville, Okla, 74003

¢ WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St.. Columbus. Ind. 47201
(full-time)

WILLIAMS, G. W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr.. Kokomo. Ind 46901

WILLIAMS, LARRY. (C) 1418 Columbia Dr., Longview,Tex. 75601

#WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr.,, Bethany.
Okla 73008

WILSON, ROBERT J. (C) Rte. 2, Bo* 139. Lexington. Ala. 35648

WINEGARDEN, ROBERT. (C) P.0. Bo* 122. Mount Erie, Ill. 62446

WINGARD, TOM. (C) 1705 Madison Ave.. Greensboro. N.C. 27403

WISE, DAVE. (R) ¢/o NPH (full-time)

*WISEHART, LENNY & JOY, (C) ¢/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3987 4th St., Riverside, Calif. 92501

WOODWARD, GEORGE. (Ret.) Rte. 2, Ermas, Box 149C. Cape May,
N.J. 08204

WOOLMAN, J. L. (Ret.) 1025 S.W. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73139

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) c/o NPH

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162. Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort, Ky 40601

«YATES, BEN J. (C) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park. Pa. 15102

| AND GOD GAVE DOMINION (FR-129) $5.00
| NAME

] STREET

I CITY STATE/PROVINCE zip

First choice of showing date

Second

Third

Film Desk

Nazarene Publishing House

Box 527

Kansas City, Mo. 64141
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The Pastor's Wife—On Reading

By Betty B. Robertson*

here are ladies IN your congrega-

tion that no one will be able to
reach except you—the pastor’s wife.
| have found this true in my own life.
There are women in our church who
are hurting and burdened with prob-
lems. They need someone to care
about them and their deepest con-
cerns.

By no means do | feel adequate in
a “counselor” role. So | depend heav-
ily upon the Holy Spirit's guidance
and direction. He gives wisdom when
| lack it, furnishes answers when | see
no solution, guides into areas of dis-
cussion that are needed.

Besides total reliance upon the
Holy Spirit, | spend much time read-
ing the Bible and also saturating my
mind with other people’s ideas, expe-
riences, and thoughts. In so doing |
find answers and directions in which
my own background and experiences
are toally lacking.

When | enter a Christian book-
store, | ask God to lead me to those
books which | need to read—either
for my own spiritual growth or to pre-
pare me for the needs of someone
else. Inevitably my attention will be
drawn to certain sections and specific
titles, only to find later that because

*Pastor’s wife, Church of the Nazarene, Arvada,
Colo.

July, 1977

| filled my mind with that material,
God was able to use me to minister.

| was able to give the book Me,
Obey Him? by Elizabeth Handford,
to a lady whose marriage was disin-
tegrating. God used the concepts out-
lined in the book to speak to her
about His perfect will for her life, and
gradually relationships are healing
and the disharmony dissolving.

The material in The Gift of Inner
Healing, by Ruth Stapleton, opened
my mind to the possibilities of free-
dom available through this avenue.
God has given me many opportu-
nities to share this positive biblical
principle with others. Consequently,
hatred, bitterness, unforgivingness,
emotional barriers, wrong attitudes
have changed into openness to God,
stability, release from guilt, new di-
rections, and fresh beginnings.

The book What Happens When
Women Pray opened new vistas in
my own prayer experience. It also
gave me principles for leading our
weekly ladies’ Bible study group into
new depths of prayer and faith.

Such books as The Art of Counsel-
ing, by Rollo May, have enabled me
to be aware of basic principles in the
counseling relationship. And since a
great percentage of the counseling
process involves simply listening, the
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book The Awesome Power of the
Listening Ear, by John Drakeford,
has been beneficial to me.

There are many books in my per-
sonal library which I have been led to
loan out for reading to others. Often
God can speak to an individual in
this way when all other avenues are
blocked. Some of the books in this
category include:

Dare to Discipline, James Dobson
Hide or Seek, James Dobson
What Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew

About Women, James Dobson
You Can’'t Begin Too Soon (Guiding

little children to God), Wesley Hay-

stead
His Stubborn Love, Joyce Landorf
I'm Out to Change My World, Ann

Kiemel

To Live in Love, Eileen Guder

Dream a New Dream (How to rebuild a
broken life), Dale Galloway

Just Across the Street (How to be a grow-
ing Christian), Dale Oldham

The Wider Place (God offers freedom
from that which limits our growth),
Eugenia Price

You can Win with Love, Dale Galloway

How to Handle Pressure, Narramore

For Women Only (The fine art of being a
woman), Petersen

Speaking of Miracles, Abigail Allen

How to Keep the Family That Prays To-
gether from Falling Apart, Elva Anson

God has impressed me with a min-
istry of reaching out and touching the
lives of those who are hurting. Many
times | will be the only one who can,
so | want to be adequately prepared
and continually ready. One of my top
priorities is reading.

God Is Everywhere

The other night after returning home from revival services, my wife
and | knelt by our bed to have our devotional and prayer time before
bed. Our little daughter, already under the covers in her cot next to our
bed, was watching intently. As we finished our devotions, my wife
turned to her and said, “Come on, get down on your knees here and pray

with us.”
“But Mommy,
anywhere.”

she replied, “ 1 thought that you could pray to God

As we travel all across America sharing the blessing of God with
many people, it seems that we have become so religiously rigid. There
are only certain times, certain ways, and certain places that we can com-

municate with God. Or so it seems.

Yet that is the farthest thing from the truth. The Bible is full of
illustrations of people talking with God in all phases of life. While on
the job, walking down the road, in the courtroom, in the fields, any-
where. We, too, can and should talk with God anywhere, everywhere,

all the time.

Remember you can talk with God anywhere, and you’ll be blessed

for it.

18

— Ronald S. Combs

The Preacher’s Magazine



Sermon of the Month

Bewitched or Blessed?

By Neil E. Hightower*

Text: “0 foolish Galatians, who hath
bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ
hath been evidently set forth, crucified
among you?” (Gal. 3:1).

The greatest frustration of God’s grace
is the doctrine and practice of salvation
by the law. This is true both historically,
theologically, and experientially. It is
true whether we are talking about Moses’
law, Buddha’s law, or holiness law.

All insistence on keeping of the law
before you can receive God’s approval
and salvation substitutes performance for
heart experience. It shifts the salvation
spotlight from Christ to the initiate.
Such legal struggle, whatever the fabric,
comes out to the same end—frustration
of God’s gospel of salvation by faith.

Salvation by law means that Christ's
death was in vain. It means that God was
mistaken in His plan. It certainly sug-
gests that at best Christ was only a noble
martyr, helping to foil the plans of his
religious enemies in the Jewish hierarchy,
and deluded in His concept of universal
sacrifice.

Yet there is a “sweet reasonableness”
about legal religion. It seems so orderly,
and it seems to give a great deal of weight
to the ability of man to cope with his sit-
uation. Salvation by the law is such a
bewitching philosophy. Many have fallen
prey to its beguiling dogmas, for it makes
a man feel good when he can point with
pride to his blameless condition as touch-
ing the law.

The Galatian believers were on the
dangerous ground of being either be-
witched or blessed. And so it is in every
generation of the Church. We note first in
our text that here was a group of

I. Bewitched Believers
These believers were bewitched by sev-

* Superintendent, Central Canada District,
Church of the Nazarene.

July, 1977

eral factors. They were bewitched by the
pressure of tradition.

Salvation by law has such an honorable
history. It began somewhere back in in-
tertestamental times, when the sect of
Pharisaism was taking its form as a spir-
itually motivated civil protest. Its chief
exponent in the “watershed” days of a
dying Judaism and a rising Christianity
was Saul of Tarsus—until Christ un-
seated him on the road to Damascus.
Somewhere primitive Christianity was
sidetracked—perhaps in the influence of
stem ascetics of the second and third cen-
turies—and gradually monastic Chris-
tianity resulted in the unbiblical teach-
ings of the Roman church. And even
holiness legalism is an ever-present dan-
ger.

These believers were likewise bewitched
by the cunning cry of Judaziers, “You
need something extra, in addition to your
faith.” Paul described it in verse 3: You
begin with an act of faith, but perfection
is reached by your own works and in the
flesh. This is the old “growing into holi-
ness” theory; you gradually increase in
holiness until death finally sanctifies you.
The truth is that this concept is the death
of Bible holiness.

These believers were bewitched by the
claims of physical descent. To Jesus the
cry of the multitude was “We have Abra-
ham as our father.” This theme song was
being sung in the Galatian church. In
simple essence it claims that the pedigree
of a believer is determined by his physical
heredity. It crops up in Christianity in
several costumes. It is the darling philo-
sophy of those who believe in baptismal
regeneration. It is the uncritical and un-
examined reply of the many (even in
holiness ranks) who are willing to let their
parents, or a previous generation, have
faith for them. It equates culture with
conversion.

These believers were bewitched by the
false promise of life by the law. The law
can give “life” of a kind, but it is not
eternal life. At best it is only a positional
kind of standing in God’s sight. It must
always point to a higher life; it can only
cast the shadows of types, not realities.
It can provide the correct sacrifice and
even the knife, but it cannot provide the
grace that makes the sacrifice acceptable.

19



These believers were bewitched by the
fallacy of historicity. They felt that the
law of Moses, coming 430 years after
the Abrahamic Covenant, superseded the
promise of salvation by faith. They gladly
took refuge in a system that permitted
the multiplication of regulations that
glorified human effort. Salvation by faith
never permits a man to pray with him-
self, “1 am glad | am not as other men,”
as the Scripture reveals of the Pharisee
in the Temple; but salvation by law does.

These believers were bewitched by
prolonged infatuation with the school-
master. They preferred the closed system
of the law to the open challenge of faith.
They preferred milk instead of meat. The
elementary lessons of “tutors” was much
more palatable than the advanced les-
sons of the University of Faith (cf. Gal.
4:2).

But God never intended for His people
to live the life of the bewitched, but
rather to enjoy the

Il. Victory of Blessed Believers

Paul focuses first of all on believers
blessed by being children of faith. We
are not children through the will of the
flesh, but by the will of God. We become
children by a birth from above, a super-
natural regeneration. We are made the
true Israel of God, because as Paul says,
“He is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the
spirit, and not in the letter” (Rom. 2:
29).

We are blessed with faithful Abraham.
We share in his blessing and glory be-
cause we are among his spiritual descen-
dants.

We are blessed because we are re-
deemed from the curse of the law. Be-
cause Christ became our curse by hang-
ing on the tree, we are freed from the
curse of spiritual alienation and death.
He is the ram caught in the thicket of
man’s sin, and willingly substituted for
the deserving victim—every member of
the human race.

We are blessed because we receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith. The
indwelling Spirit of Christ enables us to
see our sonship and to cry to our Heav-
enly Father. The promise transcends
physical heredity and gives us a spiritual
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heredity in the Holy Spirit. He dwells
with us in conversion and dwells com-
pletely in us in sanctification.

We are blessed by the conviction of the
Spirit of our sinfulness. The law is the
tool of the Spirit in this conviction. It is
only when we truly see ourselves as God
sees us that there is hope of rectification.

We are blessed because we are made
joint heirs with Christ of all the promise
of God. We share in His inheritance as
our Elder Brother. Because He was born
of a woman under the law, we are made
spiritual sons through adoption into the
family of God. We, as wild olive branches,
are grafted into the stock of God’'s true
Israel.

This blessed life is not accidental, nor
is it the reward of God for our perfor-
mance. It is, from start to finish, an act
of divine grace. It requires our spiritual
identification with His crucifixion. This
is hard on our ego and our self-esteem.
Legal religion allows us to compare our-
selves with other people, and usually we
can come out of the comparison saying,
“I'm not as bad as the other fellow.” But
spiritual religion, salvation by faith
through grace, insists on the only per-
missible comparison, that of ourselves
with Jesus Christ. Invariably our cry then
becomes the same as the Apostle Peter’s
when he saw the great power of Christ:
“Depart from me; for I am a sinful man,
0 Lord.”

If we would be blessed believers, and
free from the bewitching reasonableness
of legal religion, then our full and com-
plete consecration is required. Such a
consecration will take the form of cruci-
fixion, a dying to the carnal claims of the
self, as Paul described it in Gal. 2:20,
“1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
1live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which | now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Here there is both the crisis of identifi-
cation and the maintaining of the work of
grace by daily surrender and dependence
on Jesus. Salvation by faith is, there-
fore, dynamic. It traces the unfolding of
faith’s daily adventures with the living
Word of God. Salvation by law is static.
It traces the obituary of spiritual death.

The choice lies clearly before every be-
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liever: Will we be bewitched or blessed
believers? We can frustrate the grace of
God, as Paul reminds us in Gal. 2:21.

Let us not be so foolish as having begun
in the Spirit to feel that we are made per-
fect by glorying in the flesh. “God forbid
that | should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world
is crucified unto me, and | unto the
world.”

THE

Christian Life-style

In Paul's Second Epistle to the Thes-
salonians, three phrases are offered which
outline the Christian life-style or pattern
for living.

In 2:13 (TLB),* there is the phrase
“Trust in the truth.” It might be termed
“stewardship of truth.” Belief meets its
test in trust. If love is the way of truth—
and the Bible confirms this truth—then
the Christian is under mandate to trust
the way of love.

In 3:16 (TLB), there is the phrase
“Stay away from laziness.” It might be
called the “stewardship of time.” Lazi-
ness denotes waste. And not a few times
does the Bible admonish wise use of
time and treasures.

In 3:13 (TLB), there is the phrase
“Never be tired of doing right.” Or the
“stewardship of life’s opportunities.” The
right thing, spiritually, is always the

*The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by permission.

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, First
Church of the Nazarene
Lansing, Mich.

July, 1977

right time emotionally, mentally, physi-
cally—as E. Stanley Jones always re-
minded his readers.

So here are three phrases that offer
guidelines for successful Christian living.

A Thought from
the Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer is a model given to
us by our Saviour. One of the exciting
phrases is “Forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors” (Matt. 6:12).

The words “Forgive us” denote bold-
ness—boldness of confidence (that He
will forgive), and boldness of confession
(that we need forgiveness). Heb. 4:16
says, “Let us therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of

eed.”

The words “as we forgive” denote
beauty—because it is God’'s way, and be-
cause it is the way of healing. “As we for-
give” is the secret to God’s offered for-
giveness. Matt. 6:14-15 spells this out for
us: “For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you: but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.”

The words “forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors” suggest balance—
balance between accepting and giving.
We are not capable or worthy of receiv-
ing forgiveness from God until we have
been givers of forgiveness to others.

Three Words

Dr. Mendell Taylor, in his book Devo-
tional Dimensions in the Lord’s Prayer
(Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1975,
pp. 42-43), mentions the meanings of
three words that could be a “starting
point” for a sermon.

The words are: redeem, which means
“to buy back”; reconciliation, “to bring
back”; and religion, which means “to
bind back.”

Relational Preaching

Bruce Larson, in his book The Rela-
tional Revolution (Word Books, 1976, p.
20), says: “Many of us head for church
hoping to hear something about a God
who makes sense out of no sense, a God
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who cares for us in spite of everything,
and who says | love you and forgive you.
Instead, the sermon frequently has noth-
ing to do with our need and rather seems
to reflect the preacher’s latest interest.”

May our sermons always have some-
thing to do with needs and life and hope.

Let the Bible Speak

James S. Stewart, the great British
preacher, has this good word for preach-
ers: “1 am sure the preacher’s task today
is not to propound theories and opinions,
certainly not to use isolated texts as pegs
for his own views and arguments; it is to
take this book and let it speak for itself”

(James S. Stewart, King For Ever, Ab-
ingdon, 1975, p. 154).

Something to Consider

G. Curtis Jones, in his book The Good
Life, gives the preacher something to
think about when he writes: “ Christians
deserve answers to their questions con-
cerning the meaning of life, destiny, di-
mensions of brotherhood, and the nature
of eternal life” (Pilgrim Press, 1976, p.
61).

It is good now and then to ask our-
selves how well we are doing in answering
the questions of the pew.

IN THEASTUDY

Seeds for Sermons

This month we invite you to conclude
the reading of the Psalms. In April our
Bible reading was the first two sections
of the Psalms which concluded with
Psalm 72. The last two sections are
Psalms 73— 150.

July 3
MIDDLE SUNDAY—MIDDLE VERSE

Scripture: Psalm 118

Text: “It is better to trust in the Lord
than to put confidence in man” (v. 8).

Introduction: Today is the middle Sun-
day of 1977, and our text is the middle
verse of the Bible. This “hinge verse” of
the Bible is fitting for today—our Cana-
dian brethren look back to July 1 and
Dominion Day; Americans look forward
to July 4 and Independence Day. From
the Rio Grande to the Yukon we pause in
remembrance of great men who have

22

gone before us. Nevertheless, the Psalm-
ist says it is better to trust in the Lord
than man. In the Lord we find our
strength, song, and salvation (v. 14).

I. A Better Strength

Psalm 118 was the favorite of Martin
Luther who said: “This is the psalm that
I love ... for it has often served me well
and has helped me out of grave troubles,
when neither emperors, kings, wise men,
clever men, nor saints could have helped
me” (BBC, Ill, p. 385). Great words of
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strength are found in w. 5-7. Today we
express confidence in our great nation.
Missionary Doll, when returning to the
United States after 13 months of impris-
onment, said, “Sing ‘My country, 'tis of
thee, sweet land of liberty.” We express
greater confidence in the Lord.

Il. A Better Song

The first 14 verses deal with a better
strength, the next 6 verses with a better
song, the last verses (21-29) tell of a bet-
ter salvation. An atheistic white man said
to a group of blacks years ago: “Look at
you; you are poor, persecuted, rejected;
you have nothing; and yet you sing. What
do you have to sing about?” To which
one replied: “We've got Jesus to sing
about!” Our song is better, for we sing of
one who is our Rejoicing, our Victor, our
Life, our Chastener (much kinder than
the devil). He is the One who opens for
us the gates of righteousness (vv. 15-19).

m. A Better Salvation

Christ became the Fulfillment of the
prophecy of w. 22-23 (cf. Mark 12:10-11;
1 Pet. 2:7). Salvation built on Christ the
Cornerstone is not only a better salvation
—it is our only salvation. Upon this Cor-
nerstone we build till we die. The last
lines David Livingstone penned in his
diary before his boys found him dead
kneeling beside his bed, were: “My Jesus,
my King, my Life, my All; to Thee I
again dedicate myself.”

Conclusion: The Psalmist concludes his
circle of praise in v. 29 where he began in
v. 1. Around the horns of the altar | tie
afresh my cords of love (vv. 27-28).

“Oh, to grace how great a debtor /
Daily I'm constrained to be! / Let that
grace, now like a fetter, / Bind my yielded
heart to Thee” (From “Come, Thou
Fount”).

July 10

CAN GOD? GOD CAN!
Scripture: Psalm 78. Scripture reading:
w. 1-8.

Introduction: The opening sentences of
this psalm are the strong statements of a
man who is saying: As far as | am con-
cerned, my children will be taught of
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God. What a fitting declaration of deter-
mination for all parents this Children’s
Day. To this | add two words from v. 19:
“Can God?”

I. Can God?

The Psalmist divides his thought into
three main areas, telling how their fa-
thers failed God by asking, Can God— (1)
supply our daily bread; (2) provide daily
deliverance; (3) be my daily God? Each
section begins with the statement of our
fathers provoking and tempting God (vv.
17 f., 40f., 56f.). Jesus taught us to pray
for daily bread—but they said, “Can God
furnish a table?” Jesus had us pray:
“Deliver us from evil,” but they forgot
that daily deliverance is ours through
God (v. 42). Jesus taught us to pray,
“Our Father,” but their “Can God?”
fears caused them to fail in trusting His
Word and in their worship (vv. 56-58).
How cleverly the tempter has used these
two words to defeat God’s people. “Can
God?”

Il. God Can!

The intent of this psalm is the declara-
tion of determination to so build a foun-
dation of faith for our children that they
will never say, Can God? but rather, God
can! God can, for God has! God has sup-
plied our every need—food and water (w .
25, 15). He has guided and protected (w.
13-14). He is a God of great mercy and
compassion worthy of daily adoration
(w. 38-39). Do not tempt and provoke
God by your doubts. For God can!

Conclusion: | conclude with two quotes
from M. Lunn on faith from his book The
Lunn Log. “There is such a faith as meets
disappointments, disaster, and disillu-
sionments with a firm: ‘Sirs, | believe
God.’ Such a faith adds up to a religion
of reality.” “Faith is positive, certain,
sure. The moment doubt enters and faith
wavers, there is no longer faith.”

July 17

FORGIVE ME, LORD, | FORGOT

Scripture: Psalm 73

Introduction: It is difficult to select only
five psalms from the great library of those
we are covering this month. This psalm
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reminds me of the hymn which says,
“Tell me the old, old story, for | forget so
soon.”

l.  Knew, but | Forgot (w. 1-15)

I know God is good (v. 1). This is an
established fact, but | began to doubt and
question. | looked at the ungodly and
became envious of their prosperity (v. 3).
| seemed to have more trouble than they
(v. 5). They were more affluent than | (v.
7). They could flout God and still pros-
per (w. 8-12). Self-pity reaches its
climax (vv. 13-14) and one begins to ask,
Does it pay to serve Jesus, every day, in
every way? At this point Asaph’s testi-
mony is like that of a young man in my
church years ago who said to another,
“I'm a Christian, but if | weren't, |
wouldn’t be because it is too hard.”

Il. | Renewed, and
17-22)

I renewed my church attendance (v.
17) and (inferred) my prayer life and
communication with God. Asaph said, |
was foolish, ignorant, a beat (v. 22). Job
said, “ | uttered that | understood not . . .
Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent”
(Job 42:3, 6). How our outlook changes
when we are in touch with God!

I Remembered (vv.

Il. He Knew,
23-28)

I nearly lost my grip on God, but He
kept His grip on me (v. 23). | nearly lost
my way, but He was the Way and kept on
guiding (v. 24). He knew the failing of my
heart and gave me strength from His
great heart of love (v. 26).

He Didn't Forget (vv.

I am so glad He doesn’t forget! 1 am

like the little boy learning to walk who
said, “Daddy, let me take your hand.”
He tripped and fell. Then he said, “Dad-
dy, you take my hand.”

Conclusion: If I miss heaven, I've missed
everything. And if there were no heaven
to gain, no hell to shun, I still desire Jesus
more than anything this world can offer
(v. 25).

July 24
BLESS THE LORD

Scripture: Psalm 103

Introduction: If this is your favorite
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psalm, you are not alone. John Ruskin
counted it the most precious of his “brain
furnishings.” A Scottish martyr sang it
as he stood on the scaffold of execution.
David Livingstone penned the opening
verses in his diary when Stanley reached
him with supplies as starvation was
threatening. | count it my favorite psalm
personally and in my pastoral ministry.

I. What God W ill Do (w. 1-8)

“Behind the praise of the psalmist is
a wonderful portrayal of God. The first
verse tells us that He is holy, the sec-
ond that He bestows benefits upon men,
the third that He forgives and heals, the
fourth that He redeems and crowns, the
fifth that He satisfies and renews,
the sixth that He is just and executeth
righteousness, the seventh that He reveals
His will, the eighth that He is merci-
ful.” * God’s divine healing (v. 3): “It is
first spiritual and then physical.” On this
verse | like to emphasize healing that is
(1) preventive (cf. Exod. 15:26—“none of
these diseases”), (2) redemptive (cf.
James .5:16—" Confess your faults .
pray be healed”), (3) the divine
touch of God.

n. What God Will Not Do (w .9-12)
He will not demand a purgatory to
purge our sins (v. 10). He will not tor-
ment us with forgiven sins (v. 12). Yet,
for all His mercy, He will not fail to be
God (v. 9). The other side of mercy’s
coin is wrath. Let me not forget this!

HI. What God Cannot Do (w. 13-19)

He cannot forget His children (v. 13).
He cannot forget our human weaknesses.
“God understands . . . and knowing our
weakness He has patience and mercy.” 1
He cannot change. His covenant cannot
fail. His throne cannot be overthrown
(vv. 17-19).

Conclusion: As any picture is enhanced
by proper framing, so the Psalmist has
set this picture of God in a frame of praise
(w. 1-2, 20-22). Your life and my life
frame the picture of God that many see
today. | cannot be a frame of praise and
“l1 cannot praise God with ‘all that is

*These quotes are from my collection of old Sun-
day school teachers’ Journals by (1) Dr. E. P. Elly-

son and (2) Bertha Munro, written 48 years ago,
June 23, 1929.
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within me’ so long as | harbor any sin in
my heart, or any selfwill. My thoughts do
not bless Him when they are filled with
trash, nor my emotions when they are set
on the world.” 2

July 31

INTO THE WORD AND
ON TO THE WORLD

Scripture: Psalm 119

Introduction: “Into the Word and on to
the World” was the NYI theme of the
Church of the Nazarene for one quadren-
nium. This theme is oft repeated in this
great psalm. There are so many good
verses in this psalm that we often fail to
read it in its entirety. We are like the one
who couldn’t see the forest for the trees.

I. 1 Have

Many times the Psalmist has stated,
“1 have stuck unto [clung to, glued my-
self to] thy testimonies” (v. 31). | have
respect for Thy Word (v. 6); wholeheart-
edly sought Thee (v. 10); hid Thy Word
in my heart (v. 11); testified of Thee (v.
13); rejoiced in Thy ways (v. 14); have
great respect for God’s Word (v. 15).

John Quincy Adams said, “I speak as a
man of the world to men of the world;
and | say to you, Search the Scriptures!
The Bible is the Book of all others, to be
read at all ages, and in all conditions of
human life.”

n. They Have

Alas, when we go into the world, we
find many are not charitable to the Bible
believer. (1) Princes (vv. 23, 161) may
speak against you and even persecute you
without a cause. As princes would be
fellow workmen for a king, your fellow
workmen are not always kind to the Bible
believer. (2) The proud (w. 51, 69, 78,
85) have me in derision or hold me in
contempt. They forge lies against me,
deal perversely, dig pits, and tempt me to
fall. (3) The wicked (vv. 61, 95, 110) have
robbed me—perhaps out of an advance-
ment | deserved or by nonpayment of a
debt to me. Some go out of their way to
destroy anyone who has faith in God.

July, 1977

m. | Have
I return where | started. Into the Word

—on to the world—back to the Word.
The only alkali for the acid of the soul
when illwill or revenge threatens is the
sweetness of His Word. Notice in every
instance, whether it be with a fellow
workman, the proud, or the wicked, the
verse of scripture did not conclude until
he said, | went back to God’s Word! He
testifies that he kept victory in the world
because he kept a delight in the Word
(v. 92).

Conclusion: One told me that v. 165,
“Great peace have they which love thy
law: and nothing shall offend them,”
meant to him: Nothing shall off-end
them, upset them, or cause them to fall.
Surely our foundation is firm—firm in
His excellent Word.

2 Corinthians 7

“Filthiness” or “ Defilement”? (7:1)

The noun molysmos (only here in NT)
comes from the verb molyno, which
means “to stain, soil, defile” (A-S, p.
296). So it means “defilement.” Arndt
and Gingrich translate and interpret the
passage this way: “from all defilement of
body and spirit, i.e., outwardly and in-
wardly” (p. 528). J. I. Packer says that it
signifies “the moral and spiritual defile-
ment that comes from embracing the
pagan lifestyle” (TDNT, 1:449).

“ Perfecting” (7:1)
The verb epiteleo comes from telos,
“end.” The prefix epi is a preposition
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meaning “upon,” but here probably has
the intensive function—*“bring fully to
completion.” In 8:6 it means “complete”
(NASB)1 or “bring to completion”
(N1V).2 Delling notes that one meaning
of telos is “ ‘completion’ as a state, ‘per-
fection’” (TDNT, 8:49). “Perfecting”
seems to be the best translation here.

“Holiness” (7:1)

The word hagiosyne occurs only three
times in the NT (Rom. 1:4; 2 Cor. 7:1;
1 Thess. 3:13) and its cognate hagiotes
only once (Heb. 12:10).

But the adjective hagios, “holy,” from
which these are derived, is found 229
times. The verb hagiazo, “sanctify,”
occurs 29 times, and the noun hagiasmos,
“sanctification,” 10 times. So there is a
great deal of emphasis on holiness in the
NT.

In Kittel's Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament 27 pages are devoted
to hagios and its derivatives. Procksch
says that hagiosyne “means ‘sanctifica-
tion’ or ‘holiness’ rather than sanctifying,
but as a quality rather than a state”
(TDNT, 1:14). It is the quality of being
holy. The sanctified Christian needs to
have his whole inner being and outward
life so permeated by the Holy Spirit that
it all becomes holy.

“Receive” or “Make Room”? (7:2)

No less than 18 Greek verbs in the NT
are translated as “receive” in the KJV.
In most cases it is either lambano (133
times), dechomai (52 times), or one of
the numerous compounds of these verbs
(e.g., paralambano, 15 times).

In contrast to these, the verb here is
choreo (nine times in NT), which is
translated “receive” only here and in
Matt. 19:11. It comes from the noun
choros, which means “place” or “space.”
Thayer says that here the verb means
“make room for one in one’s heart” (p.
674). So both the NASB and NIV have:
“Make room for us in your hearts”—a
very meaningful translation.

1. From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.

2. From The New International Version, copyright
© 1973, by New York Bible Society International.
Used by permission.

26

“Defraud’ or “Exploited” ? (7:2)

The verb pleonekteo is found mainly in
2 Cor. (2:11; 7:2; 12:17-18)—elsewhere
only in 1 Thess. 4:6. Its basic meaning is
that of taking advantage of someone (cf.
NASB). The proper word for that today
is “exploit” (N1V), which the American
Heritage Dictionary defines as “1. To
employ to the greatest possible advantage

. . 2. To make use of selfishly or un-
ethically” (p. 463). “Defraud” (KJV)
means “to take by fraud,” which is not
exactly the point here.

“Boldness of Speech” or
“Confidence” ? (7:4)

This is one word in Greek, parresia
(see comments on 3:12). Paul is not here
talking about “boldness of speech”
(KJV), but “confidence” (NASB, NIV).

“Glorying” or “Boasting”? (7:4)

The latter (NASB) is the better trans-
lation of kauchesis (see on 1:12). It may
be rendered “take pride” (NIV).

“Troubled” or “Harassed”? (7:5)

It seems to us that “troubled” is too
weak a translation for thlibo (see com-
ments on 4:8). “Afflicted” (NASB) is
used today mostly for physical ailments.
So probably “harassed” (NIV) is better.

“Fightings” or “ Conflicts” ? (7:5)

The noun mache (related to machaira,
“sword”) literally means “a fight.” But
in the NT (2 Cor. 7:5; 2 Tim. 2:23; Titus
3:9; Jas. 4:1) it is “only in plural and
only of battles fought without actual
weapons” (AG, p. 497). So it means “a
strife, contention, quarrel” (A-S, p. 280).
“Conflicts” (NASB, NIV) expresses it
well.

Bauernfeind notes that as early as
Homer’s lliad the word was used “in the
general sense of conflict, for battles of
words.” But he adds the observation: “It
is not clear whether the machai to which
Paul was exposed in 2 Cor. 7:5 embraced
physical threats” (TDNT, 4:527-28).

“Earnest Desire” or “Longing”? (7:7)

For epipothesis all the standard lexi-
cons give “longing.” In the NT it occurs
only here and in v. 11, where it is ren-
dered “vehement desire.”

Schoenweiss observes: “When Paul
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speaks of desire and longing in a good
sense, he uses epipotheo . . . epipothesis

. . and epipothia”—the last found only
in Rom. 15:23. He adds: “This word-
group is used 13 times in the NT, 11 of
them being in the Pauline writings and
always in a good sense” (TDNT, 1:458).
Paul was a man of strong feelings and he
uses strong terms.

“Fervent Mind” or “Zeal”? (7:7)

In keeping with our last remark is the
fact that the Greek word here, zelos, is
used more frequently (five times) in
2 Corinthians than in any other book of
the NT. In this Epistle the apostle is
expressing strong emotions, more than in
any other of his letters.

Our word “zeal” comes from this word,
and it is translated that way most often
(six times) in the KJV. But it is also
translated “envying” five times and
“envy” once. Only here is it rendered
“fervent mind.” In 2 Corinthians it car-
ries a good sense always except in 12:20
(“envyings”). In 11:2 it is translated
“jealousy,” but in a good sense.

“Repent” or “Regret” ? (7:8)

The more common Greek verb in the
NT (34 times) is metanoeo, which is al-
ways translated “repent” in the KJV.
The word here (twice) is metamelomai
(six times), also rendered “repent” al-
ways. Each of these two words, interest-
ingly, occurs in only one passage in
Paul's Epistles (metanoeo in 12:21).
Aside from that, metanoeo is found ex-
clusively in the Synoptic Gospels, Acts,
and Revelation. However, the noun met-
anoia, “repentance,” occurs four times
in Paul (see comments on Rom. 2:4). It
is found here in vv. 9 and 10.

After emphasizing the fact that the two
verbs seem to be used somewhat inter-
changeably in Greek literature, Thayer
concludes: “But that metanoeo is the
fuller and nobler term, expressive of
moral actions and issues, is indicated not
only by its derivation, but by the greater
frequency of its use, by the fact that it is
often employed in the imperative (met-
amelomai never), and by its construction
with apo,ek” (p. 405). He also notes that
metamelomai properly means “it is a
care to one afterwards,” whereas met-
anoeo means “change one’'s mind.”

July, 1977

Trench, in his Synonyms, says that in
both sacred and secular writers there is
“a very distinct preference for metanoia
as the expression of the nobler repen-
tance.” He adds: “He who has changed
his mind about the past is in the way to
change everything; he who has an after
care may have little or nothing more than
a selfish dread of the consequences of
what he has done” (pp. 260-61).

Michel has an excellent treatment of
the words in their context in this passage.
He writes: “In 2 C. 7:8-10 there is again
a plain distinction between metamel-
esthai and metanoein. Paul is not sorry
that he sent a severe letter (ou metamel-
omai, 7:8). Even if it caused pain, this
was according to God's will. it is
now clear to him that the pain was nec-
essary to bring the Corinthians to a
change of heart (. . . eis metanoian, 7:9).
Suffering which corresponds to God’s will
brings about a change of heart which is
to salvation and which will not be rued
[. . . metanoia, ametameletos, 7:10]"
(TDNT, 4:628-29).

The adjective ametameletos (only v. 10
and Rom. 11:29) is properly translated
“without regret” (NASB). And of course
the verb metamelomai in v. 8 should be
rendered “regret” (NASB, NIV).

“ Carefulness” or “Earnestness”?
(7:11)

Spoude literally means “haste” (as in
Mark 6:25; Luke 1:39). Then it came to
mean “eagerness, earnestness” (AG, p.
771). The last is the best translation
(NASB, NI1V). The same goes for “care”
inv. 12.

“Clear” or “Innocent”? (7:11)
The adjective hagnos literally means
“pure,” as in 11:2. But for this passage
Arndt and Gingrich suggest “innocent,”
(p. 11), as does Hauch (TDNT, 1:122).
That fits very well (NASB, NIV).

“Have Confidence” (7:16)

The verb tharreo is almost confined to
2 Cor. in the NT (5:6, 8; 7:16; 10:1-2).
Elsewhere it is found only in Heb. 13:6.
Its heavy use in 2 Cor. reflects the fact
that Paul was overjoyed that his confi-
dence in the Corinthian Christians had
been restored.
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Resisting the Almighty

Scripture: Ezekiel 38
Text: “l am against thee” (v. 3)

Introduction:

A. Resistance does not always mean a
physical power of strength—one against
another.

B. Resistance is not always repre-
sented by a blunt voice of objection say-
ing no.

C. Resistance can be failure to respond
to the quiet leadings and impressions
given man’'s heart by God through His
Holy Spirit.

I. Resistance Against the Lord Brings
Deepest Sorrow —"“Thou shalt come into
the land that . have always been
waste” (v. 8).

A. To resist God means wasted goals of
life.

B. To
energy.

C. To resist God's will for your life
brings deepest human sorrows.

resist God means dissipated

Il. Resistance Against the Lord Dark-
ens the Understanding—"“When my
people . . . dwelleth safely, shalt thou
not know it?” (v. 14).

A. Even man’s perception of truth is
determined by obedience to Almighty
God. “Unto the pure all things are pure:
but unto them that are defiled and un-
believing is nothing pure; but even their
mind and conscience is defiled” (Titus
1:15).

B. Satan gives a mind complete im-
balance of life’'s realities. “For some are
already turned aside after Satan” (1 Tim.
5:15).

C. Man is bound by ropes of misun-
derstanding truth when he serves sin.
“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32).

in. Resistance Against the Lord Makes
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in His Presence—"“Men
. . shall shake at my presence” (v. 20)
Resistance to God brings:

A. Fear of His judgment

B. Fear of His punishment
C. Fear of eternal destiny

One Tremble

IV. Resistance Against the Lord Brings
Certain Defeat— “Thus saith the Lord
... lwill turn thee back” (38:2).

A. In resisting God we lose ability to
go against the enemy of sin. “1 will smite
thy bow out of thy left hand, and will
cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right
hand” (39:3).

B. In resisting, we lose our strength to
stand. “Thou shalt fall upon the open
field: for | have spoken it” (39:5).

C. We are completely destroyed. “I
will give thee unto the ravenous birds of
every sort, and to the beasts of the field
to be devoured” (39:4).

V. Resistance Against the Lord Proves
His Supreme Power—"“Thus will | mag-
nify myself . . . and they shall know that
| am the Lord” (38:23).

A. God’'s supreme court of justice is
final for man’s soul. “1 will send fire . . .
among them that dwell carelessly” (39:6).

B. All men shall know that He is the
Almighty God. “The heathen shall know
that | am the Lord” (39:7).

C. Men everywhere shall acknowledge
and reverence the “Holy One of Israel.”
“That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow . . . and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”
(Phil. 2:10-11).

Conclusion: If we respond in obedience
to the call of Almighty God, rather than
resist His call—

A. We may be assured that “God is our
refuge” (Deut. 33:27).

B. We may know that we are “workers
together with God” (2 Cor. 6:1).

C. We are assured that “If God be for
us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).

—J. Walter Hallu, Jr.

Whatever in the church merely feeds
the fancy and does not feed the faith is
dead wrong.
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Sermon Series on Inflation

God Controls Inflation
By Carl L. Soliday

Scripture: 2 Kings 6:25; 7:1-2, 16-18

Text: “Thus saith the Lord, To morrow
about this time shall a measure of fine
flour be sold for a shekel, and two mea-
sures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of
Samaria” (7:1).

Introduction: Inflation is a fast-growing
concern of all people today. It is no new
problem to the human race, however. In
our scripture, we see the people of
Samaria with a real inflation problem.
Our text declares to us that God controls
inflation. As we look at the story, we see
inflation and what God did about it.

I. Inflation at lts Worst

A. Caused by war
B. Seen in food shortages
C. Seen in food prices

n. Inflation Uncontrollable by M an
A. Men seek help from leaders
B. Leaders admit no answer

IIl. Inflation Permitted by God
A. Could have stopped inflation
from happening

B. Permitted it to bring people to
repentance

C. Permitted it to cause people to
trust Him

IV. Inflation Controlled by God
A. Help promised in God’s time

B. Inflation under control in God’'s
time

Inflation could be an in-
creasing problem in the future. But our
God controls inflation.

* * *

Conclusion:

God’s Plan Even in Inflation

Scripture: Mai. 3:8-12

Text: “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse . . .” (Mai. 3:10).

Inflation is here—and
probably to stay awhile. Even with infla-
tion, God has a plan for His people. Our
scripture outlines God’'s plan even in
inflation.

Introduction:
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I. Stop Robbing God, Even in Infla-
tion (vv. 7-9)

A. People accused of rejecting God’s
ordinances

B. People accused of robbing God

C. People cursed because of robbing
God

Il. Accept God’'s Challenge Even in In-
flation (V. 10)
A. Bring all the tithes to God’s house
B. Provide for the church’s material
needs

I1l. Enjoy God's Promises Even in In-
flation (VV. 10-12)

Conclusion: Inflation is here, but God
has a plan for His people even in infla-
tion. That plan: “Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse.”

* * *

Jesus’ Answer to Inflation

Scripture: Matt. 6:25-34

Text: “But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you” (Matt.
6:33).

Introduction: Inflation is one of our
major problems. Men everywhere are
seeking for an answer. Our scripture gives
us Jesus’ answer to inflation.

I. Stop Worrying About It (w . 25, 31,
34)
A. Inflation brings on worry

B. Worry does not stop inflation

Il. Put God First in Your Life (v. 33)
A. Inflation no problem if God is
first

B. Inflation no problem if God con-
tinues to be first

I1l. God Will Provide (vv. 26-30)
A. Provides food for the birds

B. Provides clothes for the grass and
flowers

C. Will provide for His children

Conclusion: Jesus' answer to inflation
can be your personal answer. “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righ-
teousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”
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The Dollar | Gave to God
Three thousand for my brand-new car,
Five thousand for a piece of sod,
Ten thousand down to start a house—
A dollar | gave to God.
A tidy sum to entertain
My friends in pointless chatter,
And when the world goes crazy mad,
I ask, “Lord, what’s the matter?”
Yet there is one big question;
For the answer | still search;
With things so bad in this old world,
What's holding back the church?
—Selected

It’s Right and Wrong

A young man came for an interview
with a bank president.

“Tell me, sir, how did you become so
successful?”

“Two words.”

“And what are they, sir?”

“Right decisions.”

“How do you make right decisions?”

“One word . . . experience.”
“And how do you get experience?”
“Two words.”

“And what are they?”
“Wrong decisions!”
—Biblical Recorder

TRUE EVANGELISM—

.. . Insists that the freedom of personal
decision be respected.

.. . Insists that the decision be for Jesus
Christ himself.

.. . Does not change the gospel into law
for the purpose of pressuring decisions.
... Exalts the church in its proper rela-
tionship with Christ.

.. . Expresses itself by its deeds and
inner life as well as by its words.
...Does not resort to coercion and
threatening in order to obtain results.
... Finds its best expression when it
develops as the natural witness and re-
sponse of the Christian disciple.

* * *

A vacation is a succession of 2s: It
consists of 2 weeks, which are 2 short.
Afterwards you are 2 tired 2 return 2
work, and 2 broke not 2. Therefore,
pay the 2 weeks’ tithe before you leave

—for the Lord’s work must go on 2.
* * *

A family altar would alter many a
family.

* * *

Lighthouses don’t ring bells and fire
off guns to call attention to their light
—they just SHINE.

* * *

One thing we can't recycle is wasted
time.

Ever notice the change a few decades have made
In the awe people hold for their nation;

How along with the church, public servants have lost
Every whit of their people’s ovation?

Well, we servants, as well as too much of the church,
Are no longer obsessed by the Spirit;

Though we claim we’re His servants and live in His will,
There’s but few of us ever get near it.
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AND fjj

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

The Exciting Church,
Where They Give
Their Money Away

By Charlie W. Shedd (Word Books, 1975.
87 pp., $3.95.)

An intriguing case history of a small
church who in seven years changed its
stance from receiving to giving. Written
popularly. A fine little study for both
ministry and laity.

Oscar Reed

Discovering an
Evangelical Heritage

By Donald Dayton (Harper & Row, 1976.
141 pages, $8.95.)

This book is a well-researched pre-
sentation of the evangelical roots of the
19th-century reform movements of aboli-
tionism, feminism, and social welfare.
It raises some hard questions concerning
how evangelical denominations and
movements can maintain a somewhat
aloof position toward social issues when
many of them were initially founded as a
result of early reformatory action. In a
chapter analyzing “Whatever Hap-
pened?” to the early attitudes of deep
social concern, the author makes this
observation: “Discipline and a reordered
life-style enable converts to rise in social
class and economic level, a process cul-
minating in a middle-class like those
against which the movement originally
protested. This new church is subtly
transformed into a bastion against those
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who would threaten its life, especially
the lower classes that were once a source
of vitality” (p. 123).

Somewhat biographical in nature, the
book reviews in separate chapters the in-
fluence of individuals directly involved in
the beginning days of formulating evan-
gelical traditions and shows their pri-
mary concern for social issues.

The book is especially important read-
ing for the holiness movement that finds
its roots late in the 19th century. Dayton
devotes an entire chapter to showing how
the issue of slavery influenced the begin-
ning of the Wesleyan Methodist Connec-
tion. Of them he writes: Surely “one of
the few churches in Christian history to
be founded squarely on a social issue”
(p. 73).

The implied question to members of
the evangelical family is: Have we been
true to our founding traditions, or have
we diverted attention to other emphases?
Dayton concludes that in Evangelicalism
there is “a growing emphasis on ‘right
doctrine’ as the measure of acceptability
and a consequent shift away from reli-
gious experience and behavior norms”
(p. 133).

As the book is read, it should be kept
in mind that its scope does not allow for
the examining of other aspects of “evan-
gelical heritage” that also played signifi-
cant roles in the establishing of new
denominations and movements. This
limitation often gives the impression that
our author has stacked the evidence
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greatly in the attempt to support the
message of his conclusion.
This book will give thoughtful pastors
and church leaders a wider perspective.
Don W. Dunnington

Preachers’

WANTED: For aseminary library in Sao
Paulo, Brazil: Fletcher's Checks to Anti-
nomianism, abridged by Peter Wiseman.
Contact Dr. Dorothea Wolcott, St. Paul's
School of Theology, Independence, Mo.
64057.

WANTED: Vols. I and XII1 of the 13-vol.
edition of Handfuls on Purpose. Paul W.
Overholt, Box 35, Knowles, Okla. 73847.

WANTED: John Wesley: The Burning
Heart, by A. Skevington Wood; The
Word and the Doctrine, Kenneth Geiger,

ed.; The More Excellent Way, George
Allen Turner. Gary Skagerberg, 213 E.
Orcas, Port Angeles, Wash. 98362.

WANTED TO BUY: Flame of Living
Fire, by Clarence True Wilson; The Doc-
trine of Christian Perfection, by George
Peck; Holiness Pulpit, Vol. I. S. Ells-
worth Nothstine, P.O. Box 100, Lowndes-
ville, S.C. 29659.

FOR SALE: Hand painted on canvas the
Tabernacle in the wilderness and furni-
ture, never used, 4 x 12 ft., $55.00. S. Ells-
worth Nothstine (address above).

FOR SALE: 14-vol. set of Works of John
Wesley, like new. Also many old out-of-
print books. Send for list. Edwin Sim-
mons, 13535 W. Beloit Rd., New Berlin,
Wis. 53151.

Items for this Exchange may be either WANTED
or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi-
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be
directly with the advertiser and not with this office or
the Nazarene Publishing House. We are glad to ren-
der this free service on these terms. This service not
available to bookstores or laymen.
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« Whatever Happened to Church Mu-
sic?
The wave of interest in the new “mod”
style of religious music is examined.

* The Minister as a Prophet
Understanding his role, whether it be
priest or prophet, is important for the
pastor.

* The Christian Faith
A psychologist looks at faith as it is
practiced by the Christian, and he likes
what he sees.

* Wesley’s Address to the Clergy
“What manner of men ought we to
be?” is answered, and other matters
treated, in this piece of Wesleyana.
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AMONG OURSELVES

Christians are to be congratulated for their renewal of
efforts to strengthen and preserve the family. Easy divorces, a
laxity in moral principles, and the so-called sexual revolution
of recent years have all but ruined the home as an institution
in our society. So it is that one denomination has expressed
in its quadrennial world conference its concerns and outlined
a plan of action to meet the crisis. So it is that psychologists
like Dr. James Dobson and others are conducting Family
Forums which attract large audiences and elicit positive re-
actions. And so it is that theologians like Dr. C. S. Cowles
are looking at the problem from within their professional
framework. Dr. Cowles, by the way, has a book soon to be
published, under the title The Festive Family. His article in
this issue is one of the most vital you will read (p. 3). Pastor’s
wife Betty Robertson thinks reading plays an important part
in the wife's career and would, | am sure, recommend this
kind of reading for everyone (p. 17). Perhaps as a result of our
reading, we will take whatever action possible and stem the
tide of opposition that threatens marriages and homes.

Yours for souls,
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IT'S READY!

500 HYMNS

for Instruments

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND COMPLETE
COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND GOSPEL SONGS
EVER PUBLISHED FOR INSTRUMENTS

After several years in preparation, these versatile, $1195
easy-grade arrangements are available for orchestra

or ensembles at school, church, or home. More BOOK A— MB-327

Specify
) BOOK B- MB-328 )
than 500 hymns and well-known gospel favorltes BOOK C— MB-329 quantil
are superbly arranged by Harold Lane in six books BOOK D-MB-330 of each
to include all popular instruments. Each durable BOOK E- MB-331 book

book contains 316 9" x 12" pages for easy reading BOOK F- MB-332

... bound in lie-flat, plastic ring binding.

SAMPLE SCORE FROM 500 HYMNS FOR INSTRUMENTS (approximately A of actual size)

TO GOD BE THE GLORY TO GOD BE THE GLORY
1st Gar. -
I— KL oo
CLARINET
(Bb) I, Il
TENOR
SAXOPHONE
| BARITONE
T.C.
¥ Tenor Sax and/or ¢ )
Treble Baritone
BOOK C for BOOK D for BOOK E for BOOK F for
VIOLIN L 1L 1l TROMBONE I, 1. 1l HORN (F) I, Il MELODY (T.C.)
FLUTE I, Il STRING BASS ALTO SAXOPHONE (Eb) I 1II GUITAR (Chord symbols)
TUBA (Bass line) DRUMS]
fiIWIHHHIMMHIM
. . . PREVIEW PACKET
For additional information...
SACRED MUSIC FOR INSTRUMENTS- A IP/a3|’ Z”d_hear fo’dy"”rse'z
mini-catalog describing the content and T]C'Jt es: rlecor Sound
arranging style of this fabulous work and s ?e% Isarzpe ?C:.)res’ ban
offering many other collections for solos, Cﬁ ortu escriptive ro-
trios, ensembles, and handbells. FREE chure.

MU-50 $1-00

For a full range of sacred music rely on Lillenas

Order from your PUBLISHING HOUSE



