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THE EASTER RECOVERY OFFERING
T h e  E d ito r

T HE Silver Jubilee Offering in November, while not so large as antici­
pated, was sufficient to close up a good many of the deficits in our 
general denominational program, and to give heart to our leaders at 

home and in foreign missionary lands. But much of the fruitage of that spe­
cial effort will be lost if we do not follow it up very closely with vigorous 
responses to the regular budget appeals and to the special offering at Easter.

The Department of Foreign Missions, at its annual meeting in January, 
took a courageous step in planning for a ten per cent increase in foreign mis­
sionary expenditures for the coming fiscal year, and the General Board and 
General Superintendents heartily sanctioned their motion. It is what our 
ministers and people everywhere want. No one can be popular in the Church 
of the Nazarene by urging retrenchment. We ought to go forward and we 
want to go forward. We especially want to go forward with our foreign mis­
sionary task.

But mere decisions to spend are not going forward. Such decisions must 
be backed up with determination to give before they can become effective. 
But people will not be willing and determined to give unless they know what 
the purpose is that calls and how urgent the call which it sends forth. It is 
the preacher’s business to inform and inspire the people, and Easter is the 
time to do it. It is the time in more ways than one. It is the time to do any­
thing that is based on faith and heroism, because it is the resurrection anni­
versary. But it is the time in our church, because it will indicate what can be 
done during the new fiscal year which begins with May first— just good time 
for the remittances from the Easter Offering to get in to the General Treas­
urer. Shall we put that ten per cent advance program into effect? Our re­
sponse in the Easter Offering is the answer. Shall we reinforce our thin line 
of effective foreign missionaries? Our response in the Easter Offering is the 
answer. Shall we improve our equipment in foreign missionary fields and 
make our missionaries more effective in their undertakings? Let’s all go in to 
make the Easter Recovery Offering one that we shall all be glad to remember.
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GETTING ALONG WITH PEOPLE
T h e  E d i t o r

NO M A T T E R  how good a preacher is, he cannot succeed unless he can get along 
with his people,” The statem ent came from a man much experienced in seeking 

preachers for certain positions. He did not say it with any thought th a t a preacher is 

ever obligated to shave a principle for any cause whatsoever. R ather his thought was 
that the preacher m ust have ability to keep his people thinking of and working at the 

main task, and th at if he cannot do that they will fuss and criticize and divide and the 

preacher will fail because of them. And you know there is no law to compel people to 
come to hear a  preacher if they do not want to do it, and there is no way to enforce a 
rule to compel them to support him and his program if they “ fall o u t” with him.

One of the saddest sight one sees is the case of a man who believes God has 

called him to preach when there seem to be no people who feel called to listen to him. 

And what is more, there are few men who can command a hearing unless his own peo­

ple commend him to their friends and neighbors. But so far as that is concerned, I 
suppose there is no place of responsibility in hum an affairs th at does not depend pretty  
largely upon ability to get along with others and in securing their co-operation.

Our subject is a big one. Perhaps I cannot do better than make just a few sug­

gestions for the preacher’s consideration:

In  the first place, the preacher should have abundance of plans for the work and 

should be a leader and not a follower in such m atters. If the house is thrown open for 
suggestions without tactful direction from the preacher, the people will divide over the 

fact th a t their plans are not accepted. The wise preacher will “beat them  to i t” in 
suggesting plans. Then he will surrender and revise and finally adopt the plan that 
will secure the fullest co-operation. H e will yield quickly a t any time there is objec­

tion to details— this gives better co-operation on principles. H e surrenders gladly on 

m atters of small concern and reserves his fighting strength for the battle royal when 
m atters fundamental are involved. Thus he will “give in” more often than he “holds 
out,” and yet he will have his way in all m atters of life and death to the work.

In  the second place, the wise preacher will strictly abstain from personalities of 
an embarrassing nature in his pulpit work. Even when the preacher is right, remarks 

th at bring reflection upon people usually result in loss of prestige to the preacher. And 
after all, our chief business is to save souls and not to maintain our reputation for be­
ing radical. Even in those rare instances in which someone attacks the preacher pub-' 

licly or slurs him semi-publicly, the wise preacher will not defend himself or retaliate.

Then the preacher does well to refrain from developing “special friends” among 

his members. These “ friends” are dangerous. And if they do not soon or later betray, 
others will feel themselves left out and will take advantage of their wounded feelings 

to stir up opposition to the preacher. W hen a preacher visits one home so often th at 

people begin to notice it he is laying the foundation for trouble. And when he shows a
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AN EASTER “ RECOVERY EFFORT”
The Need Stated

The finances of the General Interests are low. 
Despite the church’s gratifying increase in mem­
bers, the General Budget receipts are restricted. 
The remittances to foreign fields have been reduced 
one-third. The Home Mission and Church Ex­
tension activities of the church have been practi­
cally suspended. The worn-out preachers face 
stark need.

In addition to this the Nazarene foreign mission 
work has suffered from the reduced value of Amer­
ican money. This has desperately cut the amount 
sent them. This reduction averages for all fields 
about 60 per cent. Between these two forces— re­
duced General Budget remittances and the down­
ward fluctuation of American money, our work 
for the lost in submerged lands is literally stagger­
ing. Heroically our men and women over there 
have held on. No field is abandoned. The work 
is still intact. But a rescue, a recovery, must be 
put into effect soon, or there will be some fatalities 
in fields and personnel. The General Board has 
voted to undertake a ten per cent advance in re­
mittances by May 1. Unless our people send it in, 
it cannot be sent out.

An Easter Recovery Offering Called For
The church’s General Superintendents, alert to 

every danger, have sensed this threatening situa­
tion. The General Board has co-operated with 
them in asking our devoted people for a “Recov­
ery Effort,” on Easter Day. Our leaders, under 
God, have always conducted the church to victory. 
They now believe that our loyal constituency will 
heroically respond in this hour of recovery need.

Posters Sent
To inspire your people toward a generous effort 

in behalf of the General Budget on Easter, April
1, the Publishing House has issued an attractive 
poster; also an engrossed circular letter, prepared 
by our beloved General Superintendents, v

Please hang these where all your people can see 
the one and read the other. Better stilly read the 
letter yourself to your congregation. Comment on 
the genuine need that exists, and call earnest at­
tention to the poster.

Coin Envelopes Sent
The Publishing House is also sending you a sup­

ply of Coin-a-Day Envelopes. Distribute these to 
your people, and urge them to hang them up in 
plain sight. Suggest that a short prayer be of­
fered each time their eyes rest on the little en­

velopes. Beg of your constituents to put some­
thing in the envelope each day.

Special Prayer
Earnestly intreat your people to remember the 

Easter Recovery Offering daily at family worship. 
Call their attention to the nurses who are collaps­
ing in our foreign hospitals because restricted 
finances prevent sending reinforcements. Also cite 
their attention to the old, worn-out veteran’s 
plight— no rent money, no means with which to 
buy groceries, no fuel on account of lack of funds. 
Ask for earnest prayer.

Special Prayermeetings
If possible, call for at least three special prayer­

meetings during March. We suggest that one be 
devoted to the needs of home missions—now so 
painfully cut down by lessened General Budget re­
ceipts. Devote one to the needs of the hungry, 
white - faced, old veterans, once so heroically 
spreading the cause, now stooped, gray, old and—  
shall we say— forgotten? May God forbid! Naz- 
arenes never forget their old leaders. Ask your 
folks to pray for them. Devote the prayer service 
that precedes Easter to foreign missions— the per­
ishing millions over there, the native preachers re­
duced now to a mere pittance for support, the 
struggling, heart-breaking missionary wondering 
whether the church really cares, and the sick, diz­
zy, nerve-wrecked nurses—shall they fall at their 
posts? Please entreat your people to pray for a 
complete recovery on the Easter occasion.

Dare We Fast Four Meals?
We have 110,000 Nazarenes. Surely from that 

number there are 50,000 who, during March, would 
dare to give Jesus our Lord four meals, one a 
week, and donate the worth of them to recovery. 
The prayers offered on such a fasting occasion will 
ascend to God as sweet incense. The faith exer­
cised will enable Him to do what otherwise He 
cannot do. The heroism will be royally blessed at 
His hands, while the worth of the omitted meals 
will help swell the Recovery Offering by thousands.

Who has the courage; who has the faith; who 
has the spirit of sacrifice to sufficient a degree to 
give the Nazarene Recovery Effort four omitted 
meals in March?

Interest the Sunday School
Make two or three Sunday school talks on mis­

sions during March. Distribute coin envelopes to 
the boys and girls. Arouse their enthusiasm. An en­
thused boy or girl insures the fact that father and
(3)
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mother at home will have their memories jogged 
about the Recovery Offering. Don’t neglect the 
boys and girls, they are very valuable aides.

Set the Young People to Work
Assign a definite task to the young people. En­

able them to see a goal. Give them coin enve­
lopes. Suggest to them a sum to raise. Solicit among 
them for attendance on the special Recovery 
prayermeetings. Ask for pledges for the four 
meals of fasting devoted to the Recovery plan. 
Many of them will eagerly respond. Young people 
are not afraid of the inconvenient, especially when 
it represents service to the Master, and most of 
them love the heroic.

Suggested Sermons
To aid all of our pastors in their effort to raise 

a great General Budget offering for Recovery on 
Easter, we are placing in their hands appropriate 
sermon suggestions for at least three Sunday morn­
ings in March.

Brother E. J. Fleming, Secretary of the Depart­
ment of Ministerial Relief, is offering a pungent, 
interesting outline on the “ Forgotten Old Preach­
er.” Think this through, pastor, and then preach 
it to your people until they will feel the bonds, 
humiliation, poverty and distress of these worthy 
servants of the Lord, as though bound with them. 
Announce that a portion of the General Budget 
goes to the support of these veterans, and that 
the Easter Recovery Offering is designed to re­
store former expenditures to them.

Brother D. Shelby Corlett, for some time Secre­
tary of Home Missions, now Managing Editor of 
the Herald of Holiness, has prepared an outline on 
Home Missions. Study this carefully, and then 
devote a Sunday morning discourse to the needs 
of the lost, doomed, damned multitude at our 
doors here in the homeland.

A sermon on “ Foreign Missions”  is presented by 
Foreign Missions Secretary J. G. Morrison. If 
you think best, use this Easter morning. Tell of 
the pitiful needs of the foreign fields; of the worn 
and discouraged missionary who sees his life’s work 
crumbling about him. Paint a picture of the 
worn, fainting, sick nurses, dully wondering when 
the church will rush rescuing reinforcements to 
them. Show that the resurrected Christ stands on 
mission shores beckoning to the church.

Make it plain that the General Budget runs red 
with missionary blood, throbs with live raw 
nerves; carries life and death to those in gospel 
“ trenches,”  and unless borne by our homeland 
people on their hearts will fail for lack of prayer, 
passion and finance.

Sing Missionary Songs
Choose some missionary songs on Easter morn­

ing. Often weeks stretch into months and thou­
sands of our blessed Nazarenes never hear a mis­
sionary song. Singing, by many wise men, is 
accounted to be worth much in influence, when 
people are being indoctrinated. No wonder mis­
sionary passion subsides when our people hear so 
few songs of the needs, the heroes and the king­
dom, over there.

Call for a "Grand March”
Let the people sing and march, when they make 

their Recovery Offering. Marching expresses feel­
ing, encourages liberality, and opens a channel for 
the Spirit’s blessing. Singing is the medium for 
generating the heroic mood and leads to generous 
and devoted effort.

Send Offering Soon
Urge your local church treasurer to send the 

Recovery Offering as soon as possible to the Gen­
eral Treasurer, Mr. M . Lunn, 2923 Troost Ave., 
Kansas City, M o. Please mark it plainly: “ EAS­
TER RECOVERY OFFERING” for the General 
Budget.

Recovery Prayermeetings
Pastors, pity us and help us. We must increase 

remittances May 1 and we haven’t the money. 
The purchasing power of American currency is cut 
in foreign lands about 60%. This is a desperate 
blow to Nazarene missions. Reduced General 
Budget income also cut them. Between these two, 
like grinding millstones, they are helpless and all 
but ruined.

The General Superintendents have called for a 
heroic effort to recover ourselves. They are asking 
for a gracious Recovery Offering Easter Day. We 
believe they are led of the Holy Spirit. Our peo­
ple have followed these great leaders for years, 
and always to victory. Shall we not defeat the 
enemy once more by accepting the admonitions of 
our trusted generals?

Will you not call for four Recovery Prayer­
meetings in March? Beg of our people to pray— 
importunately, intercedingly. Devote one to For­
eign Mission needs— oh, the heart-broken cry that 
goes up from every financially stricken field. De­
vote one to Home Missions— could you but read 
the pleading letters which come to our desk asking 
for a lfttle here, a little there, a little yonder and 
assuring us that if we can send it unbelievable 
numbers of souls will be reached. Devote one to 
the poor, sick, desperate, needy old veteran preach­
er. Often he’s the “ forgotten man.”  But God 
remembers him, and commands His people to care 

(4)
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for him. Oh, pray for the hungry, gray, tremulous 
men and women who but yesterday spread the 
cause so heroically.

Possibly you could devote an additional one to 
your own church, your own constituency. Pray 
that they may see the need, and feel i t ; that those 
weary, fainting, sick nurses over there may be 
placed by the Spirit on their hearts— so that your 
people will suffer as though they were themselves 
fainting under the awful strain. Pray that they 
may see the danger of ruining by strangulation 
the life work of our devoted missionaries. Pray 
that the hungry old veteran may appear before 
them, with his gray locks, his weeping eyes and 
his white face.

Pastor, give this Easter “ Recovery Offering”  for 
April 1 at least three prayermeetings in March.

An Open Letter to Pastors
Dear Pastor:

You are busy. So are we. You desire to serve 
God in the care of your people. We want to help 
you. You doubtless remember General Superin­
tendent Williams’ “ Three Requisites for Pastoral 
Success.”  Here they are:

1. How to keep your people spiritual.
2. How to reach and win outsiders.
3. How to finance the church.
The solution of these three requisites spells suc­

cess to any pastor. The failure of any one of 
them means defeat. We want to assist you to ac­
complish all three.
1. H ow to K eep Y our P eople Spiritual .

Be tenderly, keenly, constantly spiritual your­
self. Then preach fervent, burning, pungent, Spirit- 
filled sermons on “ Holiness as a Second Definite 
Work of Grace.”  Intersperse these by preaching, 
or by securing the delivery of frequent, red-hot, 
thrilling, startling missionary discourses. These 
will resurrect a cold congregation, intensify the 
fervor of one already warm, and lift to boiling 
heat a people already burning with holy devotion. 
Holiness and Missions dealt out in the power of 
the Holy Ghost will solve requisite No. 1. ’

To enable you to do this effectively we are 
handing you in this issue of T h e  P reacher’s M ag­
azine sermon outlines, missionary suggestions, and 
illustrative matter for the month of March. We 
beg of you to commemorate Easter with a great 
recovery offering for the General Budget. It falls 
on April 1. Foreign Missions desperately need it; 
Home Missions have languished and must be re­
vived; Church Extension efforts have collapsed 
and must be resuscitated; worn-out preachers face

(S)

stark need, and must be assisted. All this because 
of declining General Budget receipts, and the less­
ening value of the American dollar.
2. H ow to R each and W in  Outsiders.

Cultivate a love for souls. Develop a sanctified
passion for others; a joy and delight in securing 
the salvation of folks. Develop the fisherman’s 
instinct—go after them ; in their homes, offices, 
fields, stores and on the streets. But go with a 
thrilling message, in your heart and on your 
tongue, of full salvation— freedom from all sin. 
Some will come when they hear about that. Put 
callous spots on your feet and more of them on 
your knees, and the folks will respond. Work for 
each one; get handpicked fruit—it’s the best.

Then preach heart cleansing; soul victory; the 
joy of salvation; the fullness of the Holy Ghost. 
Promptly enlist your new converts in missions— 
home missions, that is, in the salvation of the fam­
ily next door; the folks in your community; the 
people of your home town; home district and 
homeland. Also in foreign missions—the lost in 
dark heathen countries. Nothing fastens a person 
to the church with hooks of steel like enlisting 
him at once in an effort to win his fellows, or to 
pray and raise money for the perishing “ over 
there.” Even sinners are attracted to the church 
that lovingly, pungently and with the presence of 
the Holy Ghost preaches holiness and missions. 
When the needs of these great causes are poured 
out, with the blessing of God, it never fails.
3. H ow to F inance th e  Church

A warm spirit of prayer, faith and full salvation 
is the necessary background. But no church will 
finance itself. And no one is more necessary in 
looking after the finances than the pastor. Close 
each sermon you preach when presenting the ut­
termost salvation found in Jesus Christ by a ref­
erence to its effect on one’s disposition to tithe and 
to make offerings.

Quickly inaugurate a tithers’ band— call it the 
“ Tenth Legion,” it’s a catchy designation. Also a 
Prayer and Fasting League. Launch an every 
member canvass. Enroll every member for some 
kind of a pledge. When you preach on missions 
take a cash and pledge offering. Let those who 
belong to your “ Tenth Legion” apply their por­
tion of it on their tithes. Encourage the women 
in the W. M. S. Meet with them. Exhort them 
to press the missionary cause. Cheer them on. 
Enlist the Sunday school. Preach missions to the 
boys and girls. Encourage them to bring coins for 
the lost in heathen lands. Induce the N. Y. P. S. 
definitely to undertake a specified sum. Let your
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motto be, “All at it, and always at it.”  Small 
sums constantly coming from many will put the 
financial cause over.

Be perfectly fair between local, district and gen­
eral needs in the distribution of receipts. Don’t 
let local demands, however pressing, devour the 
whole week’s income. Be honest with your peo­
ple. Send at once the portion to the District 
Treasurer, which belongs there. Dispatch the Gen­
eral Budget share to the General Treasurer. Better 
face an empty local treasury, than to be unfair. 
Your people will respond to your needs if you are 
generous.

By all means take advantage of the great “ Re­
covery Offering” for Easter. Distribute the coin 
receivers so that each contributor has one by 
March 1. Hang up your posters. Call attention 
to the desperate needs of the foreign fields. Dis­

cuss the situation frankly, fully and frequently. 
Read the General Superintendents’ circular to the 
church. Tell about the pitiful needs of the worn- 
out preachers— how their bread and butter is less­
ened, their rent money gone, and their fuel inad­
equate. Read aloud to your people some of the 
pungent articles appearing in the Herald of Holi­
ness.

Beg each to pray. To fast. To contribute a 
coin a day during March; to bring their offering 
as a great “ Recovery Effort,’’  for Jesus, on His 
resurrection day, Easter, April 1. You ’ll finance 
your church, you’ll run your General Budget up 
till it’s full and over. You ’ll help save the day 
for the threatened General Interests. Y ou ’ll come 
shouting up to District Assembly happily praising 
God, and saying, “ The Lord and the loyal Naza- 
renes did it.”

SUGGESTED SERMON OUTLINES
M ateria l A p p r o p r ia te  fo r  the Sundays P re ce d in g  the E aster R e c o v e r y  O ffe r in g  an d  fo r

E aster D ay

HOME MISSIONS
T h em e— Christ’s Program of Evangelism 
T e xt— Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Je­

rusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1 :8 ).
Suggestive Thoughts (Make your own outline) 
The work of the kingdom is ever an expansion 

— beginning at a given center and spreading out to 
its widest circumference.

Jerusalem was the home base. It was here that 
the disciples were commanded to tarry for the en- 
duement of power from on high. It was here that 
they established the first Christian church. From 
Jerusalem the converts scattered abroad through­
out the regions of Judea and Samaria, preaching 
the gospel everywhere they went (Acts 8: 1-4).

Each of these new places became a new center 
from which home missionary activities were oper­
ated.

As a result of the home mission activities of the 
Jerusalem and Judea churches, gospel centers were 
started in various surrounding countries, but they 
confined the gospel message to Jews (Acts 11; 19). 
In Antioch, however, the gospel was preached to 
the Grecians with the result that a strong church 
was founded (Acts 11: 20-26). This new church 
became a supporter of the mother churches in Ju­
dea (Acts 11: 27-30).

This is true to form. Planting home mission

churches is like planting an orchard. The first ex­
pense is that of setting the trees—starting the 
church— soon the trees become fruitful and the 
owner is rewarded by the fruit he obtains. We 
h a v e  numerous examples of newly organized 
churches which have returned to the district and 
general church treasury, within a short time fol­
lowing their organization, much more than the 
original cost to the district in holding the home 
mission campaign and organizing the churches.

Again the newly organized church becomes a 
center for evangelizing the surrounding commun­
ity. From the first church organized in Los Ange­
les nine or ten other churches have been organized 
in that city. A few years ago a home mission 
campaign was held in the city of Akron, Ohio, 
which resulted in the organization of a church. 
Now there are five churches in that city with a 
total membership of 881. It was not long ago that 
a home mission campaign was conducted in the 
city of Detroit, Michigan, and the first church 
was organized. Now there are six churches in this 
city with a membership totaling around 600. These 
examples may be multiplied many times for nearly 
every church becomes the parent to a smaller one 
either within the same city or in a nearby com­
munity.

The early home mission church became a pro­
vider to the foreign missionary work (Acts 13:1-4). 
It was from this home mission church that the
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missionaries were chosen. It is difficult for us to 
understand just what was included in the state­
ment, “ they sent them away.” It may have meant 
that they were sent with some provisions for it 
was certain they needed some support at least to 
get started and to take the boat trip to Cyprus. 
The big question confronting our church today is 
how to continue to support our growing foreign 
missionary work. There is only one solution to 
that problem, that is, to get more Nazarenes from 
which to gather support for the work. The one 
great way in which to get more Nazarenes is to 
p u s h  home mission work and organize new 
churches.

The other great statement made by Jesus con­
cerning the work of the kingdom, which is com­
monly called the great commission is as much a 
home mission text as it is foreign. “ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every crea­
ture” (Mark 16: 15-16). It is certain that the 
world begins under our feet, and that the needy 
world does not begin outside the borders of our 
own nation. Your community, your city, your 
state or province is in the world. We are not fully 
obeying this great commission if we neglect the 
evangelization of our immediate vicinity. Home 
missions are as much a part of the great commis­
sion as foreign missions. The person who is in­
terested in the salvation of people at home will do 
more to support the work of evangelism among 
the non-Christian nations of earth.

Home Missions can be carried on without much 
extra expense on the part of any local church or 
district. One of the most successful District Su­
perintendents stated that the most fruitful way he 
had for starting new churches was through the or­
ganization of a Sunday school in a community, or 
by conducting cottage prayermeetings.

Inspire your church to greater foreign mission­
ary activity by giving it a home mission tonic.

FOREIGN MISSIONS
T h em e— An Easter World Wide Commission 
T ext— And when they saw him, they worshipped 

him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
spake unto them, saying.: All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there­
fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost (Matt. 28: 17, 18, 19). 
Introduction : Easter is properly related to 

missions. The first general command given by our

(?)

Lord after His resurrection was the commission to 
evangelize the world.

1. He first stated that He possessed all power 
and authority, so that no one need hesitate or be 
fearful and then—

2. He commanded them to go, with the gospel, 
lo all nations. This has never been revoked, or 
altered.

3 . Question: Dare any of His people disobey 
this command, or treat lightly this commission?

Let us consider then: F irst— The significance 
of this resurrection commission. Second— What 
efforts are the Nazarenes making to put it into ef­
fect? T hird— The immediate critical needs. Fourth 
— The church’s heroic effort to meet that need on 
Easter Day.

I. The Significance of Jesus Christ’s Resurrec­
tion Commission.

1. Note the power back of His people to put 
this world-wide effort into effect. “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, 
therefore.”

a. This power took the fear out of William 
Carey, transported him, though encumbered with 
a feeble-minded wife, to India. Assisted him to 
learn seven difficult languages, preach and win 
hundreds to Christ, translate the Bible into several 
dialects, and start a school for native preachers.

b. It carried George Morrison to China, enabled 
him to learn the most difficult language in the 
world, sustained him twelve years before he won 
a convert, fired his soul and made keen his intellect 
so that he made the first translation of the Bible 
into Chinese, thus preparing the way for all later 
missionary efforts in China.

c. It called Adoniram Judson from a successful 
career in America to Burma. It poured a rich 
translation of the Bible through his mind for those 
people. It won thousands to God through his 
preaching. It carried him through nameless hor­
rors of persecution. It sustained him in the death 
of some of his children and two devoted life com­
panions. It triumphed through him in the estab­
lishment of thousands of preaching places, and the 
erection of churches. It drove him many times 
across the sea. During one such voyage, God 
called him home, and his body was committed to 
the deep. The waters that encompass a world now 
float his ashes. His spirit animates every true 
missionary.

d. Such a power ought to drive the Church of 
the Nazarene on to lift every missionary obliga­
tion, reinforce every field and widen the ribbon of 
holiness that girdles the globe. It has already
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driven hundreds of Nazarene missionaries to devote 
their lives to this cause.

2. Note the imperative “ G o !”
a. Imperative mood, present tense—a command 

given by the Lord who saved us, the Savior who 
sanctified us. Let him disobey who dares!

b. It must mean either to go or to send. If 
providence prevents your going personally, then 
you must go by proxy. A hundred young appli­
cants offer to represent you. If the support of 
one is too much for you, then join with several 
others to care for one. Each Nazarene must have 
a part or disobey the Lord’s command.

3. Note how personal this command is—“ Go y e !”
a. Who can evade it?
b. When each comes to judgment and the Mas­

ter asks, “ What did you do to obey my missionary 
commission ?” and we hang our heads in humilia­
tion and shame, will He not quote, “ Inasmuch as 
ye did it not unto one of the least of these, ye did 
it not to me” ? What, then, will we do?

4. Note the exactness of the destination and 
objective— “ Into all the world . . . disciple all 
nations.”

a. Doubtless with omniscient mind He looked 
down the future and heard modern Christians say, 
“ There are heathen enough at home.” Or “ When 
we get our own community saved, then we’ll think 
of the heathen.” Oh, but He commands His peo­
ple to go to “ all the world . . .  all nations.” If 
the disciples had waited till Jerusalem was entirely 
won to God before venturing outside of that city, 
Europe and America would never have heard of 
Jesus.

5. Note how definite the task—“ Preach the gos­
pel . .  . disciple all nations . . . baptize . . . teach 
them to obey me.”

a. Not civilize, but save; not exploration and 
travel, but to establish the church.
- b. Not soap, sanitation, modern science, and ed­
ucation, but Jesus the Savior, the Sanctifier, the 
coming King.

II. What efforts are Nazarenes making to put 
the Great Commission into effect?

1. When the church was yet an infant, one of 
its noted founders, Dr. P. F. Bresee, sounded the 
Nazarene missionary slogan: “ W e are debtors to 
every man to give him the gospel in the same 
measure as we have received it.’ ’  And heroic Naz­
arenes in those days entered many different fields. 
Some of these missions were personally selected by 
Dr. H. F. Reynolds, General Superintendent.

Japan— Lillian Pool and Lula Williams.

China— Rev. and Mrs. Peter Kiehn.
India— Priscilla Hitchens and Gertrude Perry.
Africa— Rev. and Mrs. Harmon Schmelzenbach 

and Etta Innis.
Palestine— Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Kauffman.
Cape Verde Islands— Rev. John Diaz.
Mexico— Rev. S. M. Stafford and Rev. C. H. 

Miller.
Peru— Rev. R. S. Winans.
Argentina— Rev. C. H. Miller, Rev. and Mrs. 

Frank'Ferguson.
British West Indies— Rev. J. I. Hill.
2. Now sixty missionaries, and over three hun­

dred native preachers are caring for the thousands 
of converts on these fields. The sun never sets 
any more on the Church of the Nazarene. Train­
ing schools and day schools are a feature of each 
mission. Hospitals and medical staffs are serving 
the healing needs of some of our regions. What 
hath God wrought!

3. The Nazarene women have banded them­
selves together in a missionary society 28,000 
strong, to induce our people to pray, to study 
about missions, and to support with funds this 
noble work. They also have Young Women’s So­
cieties and an organization of juniors. The motto 
of the W. M. S. is “ Every Nazarene woman a 
member of the missionary society.” A great Prayer 
and Fasting League is also enrolling its thousands.

a. The Nazarene Sunday schools devote an of­
fering once a month to foreign missions. Interest­
ing missionary sidelights characterize each Sunday 
school lesson.

b. The N. Y. P. S. prepares topics on this vital 
theme for its members. In many churches the 
young people take a definite portion of the General 
Budget to raise.

c. Most pastors and churches devote the first 
prayermeeting in each month to the mission fields, 
the missionary heroes and the sacred cause of 
spreading holiness in foreign lands.

III. What are the immediate critical needs to­
day of our mission fields?

1. The very critical need of larger remittances 
from the home church. These have, in recent 
years, been cut down about one-third by the de­
pression.

2. The need of a supreme, desperate effort to 
send more money because of the sad decline of the 
value of the American dollar in foreign lands. 
This further reduces our money sent over there by 
about 60%. These two reductions have—

a. Affected our hospitals. Their support is cut.
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The sending out of nurse reinforcement is stopped. 
The situation has become critical and desperate.

b. Affected all of our training schools. Students 
are deprived of support. Some are in rags. Build­
ing repairs can’t be made. The workers over there 
are under a desperate handicap.

c. Affected all of our native preachers’ support. 
Those who were once receiving $10 per month 
now receive less than $2. We are consequently 
losing many fine men.

d. Affected the outgoing of all missionary re­
placements. Nurses collapse and we cannot re­
place them. Missionaries need furloughing and 
they cannot be financed home nor new ones sent 
to relieve them. The whole cause is critically 
jeopardized.

IV. The Church’s Heroic Effort to meet this 
Critical Need.

1. Our chief leaders, the General Superintend­
ents, have sensed the critical emergency abroad 
and have heroically undertaken with the General 
Board to increase the remittances to foreign mis­
sion fields by 10% on May 1. .

2. But this cannot be done unless our great 
Nazarene constituency will passionately pray and 
generously increase its giving 10% before that date.

3. Consequently these trusted leaders have asked 
for a great Recovery Offering on Easter Day, April
1, to lift the sacred cause back more nearly to 
normal expenditure.

a. This opens a gracious channel for all our 
glorious Nazarenes to help stop the missionary re­
treat, turn back the ebbing tide of support, and 
save our cause over there from jeopardy.

b. All of this Easter Recovery Offering will be 
devoted to each church’s General Budget— the bulk 
of which goes to foreign missions.

c. A generous and bountiful offering on Easter 
will glorify Jesus our Master, rescue our sick, 
weary and collapsed missionaries, save the prestige 
and honor of our dear church, and bless everyone 
who gives.

THE FORGOTTEN OLD PREACHER AND 
THE RISING TIDE

T e x t : Read several scripture texts as follows: 
Deut. 10: 8,-9 ; Numbers 18 :24; Deut. 12: 19; 
1 Cor. '9: 13, 14; 1 Tim. S: 18; Prov. 3: 27; 1 
Cor. 9: 11.
Introduction . The Cause of Ministerial Relief: 

What is it?
The work of caring for aged and disabled min­

isters began in the Church of the Nazarene in

1919. It is designed to assist in supporting minis­
ters when they are compelled to cease active serv­
ice because of advanced age or disability. It cares 
for widows of deceased ministers who are needy. 
Relief grants run from $5 to $16 a month. Helps 
to provide food, clothing, shelter, and medical aid 
when needed.

The great army of ministers of all denomina­
tions reported in 1933 by The Christian Herald 
was 231,358, of which number 3,200 were Nazarene 
ministers, young and old.

I. The Minister, His Call and Qualifications.
Read and study carefully 1J200a and H201 of 

Manual.
He must have peace with God (justification) 

and be sanctified wholly. Must have a sense of 
perishing souls, a call to proclaim the gospel; a 
sense of believers going on unto perfection, and 
growth in grace; strong appreciation of both sal­
vation and Christian ethics.

1. The Call of the Young Man to Warfare and 
His Outlook.

Young men for enlistment. To serve for life. 
To face hardship, offer sacrifice, attempt great 
things for God. To dare and do and suffer for 
Christ. Optimistic, loves warfare—battling for 
souls, for righteousness and truth. A warrior— 
assaults the enemy, takes strongholds, captures 
souls. Plans advances, greater fields, larger oppor­
tunities.

Outlook. Bounded only by the heights ahead. 
No thought of old age. No plans for retirement. 
Lays nothing up for old age. Sees only the “ now” 
of life.

2. The Heat of the Day, Midlife of the Preach­
er. His Outlook.

The years are passing. Still going strong. More 
conservative, looks before he jumps. Shoulders 
begin to droop with church and family cares. 
Hard work and sacrifices continue. But the climb 
is exhilarating, the mountain half climbed. He can 
look back to the valley and up to the top. The 
top is wreathed in azure, touched with fleecy 
clouds. The battle more strenuous.

Outlook. Thinks occasionally of old age—be­
gins to see its ravages in others. More solicitous 
for the aged. Often wonders what will become—  
• 3. The Close of the Day, Last Years of Service. 
The Outlook.

The turn of the tide scarcely perceptible at first, 
but going surely. Better equipped than ever, but 
fewer churches wanting him. Touch of gray in 
his hair, “ too old.” His soul protests, but— the 
tide is at the ebb now.
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The shadows lengthen, years multiply. Burdens 
become too heavy, his step falters.

Outlook. The fateful hour has come. Another 
has taken his place in the firing line. He watches 
the conflict from the distance. Oh, the anguish of 
this, when his heart still beats with courage and 
the song of battle is still on his lips! Few realize 
the agony and bitterness of this experience. Will 
God cast him off? God works through His peo­
ple. Will they be true to God and God’s wornout 
preacher? If he ask for bread, will he receive a 
stone?

II. The Debt to the Minister.
1. Childhood owes a debt to the preacher. He 

christens them and watches over them with most 
tender solicitude. He seeks to have Christ formed 
in their little hearts, and he guards carefully their 
every step. They are the Iambs of his flock.

2. Youth owes a debt to the preacher. He is 
concerned with their adolescent problems, their 
developing Christian life. He listens with tense 
ears to the bells of their testimony and the words 
of their prayer life. Their recreational life, their 
social life, their school life, are all on his heart.

3. Manhood and womanhood owe a debt to 
the preacher. They marry, start homes, rear chil­
dren, engage in business. Parental problems make 
demands upon his care, homelife burdens are laid 
upon his shoulders, and business perplexities de­
mand his clear-sighted wisdom. His heart is full.

4. The home owes a debt to the preacher. 
When sickness enters he is generally first to enter 
the home. His courage and prayers are needed. 
If death comes in, he is there to counsel in grief 
and console in sorrow. He performs the last sad 
rites at the grave and he lingers so long as he can 
speak a word of comfort to the mourning ones. 
Oh, how much the home owes to the preacher!

5. The nation owes a debt to the preacher. No 
nation is stronger than its moral life. Its moral 
life is grounded in its religious sanctions. It is the 
minister who leads the way in every great moral 
undertaking, who keeps the fuel heaped on the 
fires that light the spiritual way—note Moody, 
Talmage, Billy Sunday, George Truett, M a r k  
Matthews, and others . of national repute. The 
minister bears the torch of truth at the fore line 
of pioneer advance. He leads the warfare against 
greed, vice, gambling, intemperance, Sunday dese­
cration, racial prejudice, and other national sins. 
He pioneers the way to schools, hospitals, elee­
mosynary institutions.

6. And what shall we say of the world? Does 
it owe a debt to the preacher? Who bears the

light of grace and civilization and holiness to be­
nighted peoples across the seas? Who has always 
led the way to other nations for commerce? Who 
today is waging the battle against covetous greed 
that would promote war and drench the nations 
in the blood of the flower of their young man­
hood? Who will pave the way for the coming 
millenium of peace but the preacher?

Conclusion

Business tide is rising. The depression is pass­
ing. 'Recovery is everywhere manifest. The cur­
rent of business is moving forward with new en­
ergy.

The revival tide is swelling salvation’s streams—  
more souls, more members in our churches, more 
money to be given for our program of world-wide 
evangelism.

With new life in business, with new forces in 
the church, with increased means to carry forward 
our work, shall we forget the wornout preacher 
who has carried the banner of full salvation 
through all the years of the past quarter century 
of our church?

The Department of Ministerial Relief and the 
General Board voted to restore all cuts in relief 
grants after May 1. Their faith envisioned such 
a returning tide of recovery that the old, retired 
minister would be cared for. The Easter Recovery 
Offering will help do it.

Let everybody help!

FREE BOOKLET
Have you read the pathetic, soul-gripping story, 

"The Shepherd Who Watched by Night” ? Free, 
if you will drop a card to the Department of 
Ministerial Relief, 2923 Troost Avenue, Kansas 
City, Missouri.

A MIRACLE
At another village God’s Spirit seemed to fall 

upon the people like fire. They fell before Him, 
asking for forgiveness and salvation. During a 
meeting the speaker arose from prayer only to see 
his congregation leaving the house. He found that 
old Sister Kiao, who had been sick and was car­
ried to the meeting, had gotten up, walked out, 
and was on her way home, a third of a mile away, 
to tell her family she was healed. The village 
people marvel, for she had not walked for twenty 
years and was known to be helpless. She is still 
walking, and, with others, is praising God. The 
church is now too small, so at night two separate 
meetings are held. —  Report from North China 
Mission.

(10)
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DO YOU KNOW?
Do you know that there are sixty-five million 

people in the United States who are not members 
of any church?

Do you know  that there are twenty-seven mil­
lion young people over the age of nine and under 
the age of twenty-five years in the United States 
who are not connected with any institution of re­
ligious training?

Do you know  there were seventy thousand ille­
gitimate children born in the United States last 
year? That forty thousand of these mothers were 
under the age of fourteen? That the average age 
of the fallen girl is sixteen?

Do you know that the United States has more 
divorces than any other nation in the world? 
What do other nations think of our boasted Chris­
tianity ?

Do you know that we have one Mohammedan 
and seventy-four Buddhist temples in the United 
States?

Do you know that our homes, churches and 
schools are threatened by the demons of evil.

Do you know that Home Missions are God’s 
weapon to correct this evil condition?

Do you know  that if Home Missions fail in the 
United States the sin of our failure will fall upon 
our children’s children?

THE NEED OF HOME EVANGELISM
Home Missions and Foreign Missions must go 

hand in hand, for the conquest of souls. That is 
the way they went in New Testament times. It 
was “ Jerusalem” first, then “ Samaria,” and then 
the “ uttermost parts of the earth.” Home and 
Foreign Missions are the two hands of the church. 
A person cannot wash one hand alone. It takes 
each to wash the other. Foreign Missions cannot 
last long, if we allow Home Missions to die. Home 
Missions will totally collapse if we limit ourselves 
to the homeland, going only to the outskirts of 
“Jerusalem,” or maybe a short distance over into 
“Samaria,” but omitting the “ uttermost parts of 
the earth.”

It is the home field, after it is developed, that 
sustains the foreign work. It is the enthusiasm, 
and joy, and consecration, and self-sacrifice of the 
foreign work that stimulates and advances the 
home work. "Useless each without the other," as 
the poet Longfellow said about men and women. 
In God’s sight, and in heaven’s vocabulary, there 
is no division into “ home” and “ foreign,”  in this 
holy business. We are compelled to divide up the

field, and name it thus, because we are so finite, 
and near-sighted we cannot seem to see them both 
at once. For the sake of convenience, the names 
must be retained, but in our thinking and praying, 
let us imitate the great God, and remember that 
there is just one field “ the world,”  and one task 
lor all His children, “ discipling all nations.”

HURRY! HURRY!
But the church must hasten. We cannot delay. 

We must strike while the amazing opportunity is 
ours. If socialistic war, or red revolution, or 
some form of bolshevism should visit our land the 
large, open opportunity that now obtains would 
be greatly lessened, if not completely removed. 
The great heart of America is now hungry for 
old-fashioned, Holy Ghost salvation. Thousands 
will respond, if we can bring the gospel to them 
before some political, or economical storm shall set 
in. We must make hay while the sun shines! The 
tornadoes incident to the closing days of this age 
may start their destructive gales any time. The 
warping, twisting, rending, buckling, swaying, 
heaving of the human elements that shall be af­
fected by the ushering in of the “ tribulation days,” 
on the verge of which we seem to be living, may 
begin any moment. Let us hurry to garner a har­
vest before it shall be eternally too late. Already 
ominous portents becloud the skies of our day. 
The low, distant mutterings of the coming storm 
can be heard. Let us hurry! Let us hurry!

BUCKLE ON YOUR FIGHTING CLOTHES
If we sit down, and mill around in camp, and 

fail aggressively to attack the enemy, we will 
wither and die because of the inroads of the world 
about us. No person can stand still in this spirit­
ual warfare and be safe. It is “ war to the knife, 
and the knife to the hilt,”  against our enemies, the 
world, the flesh and the devil, with “ no quarter" 
for a watchword! The moment we tolerate one 
item of worldliness, yield one phase of the battle 
to the flesh, allow Satan’s presence and approval 
in the least, we will be soon overcome and unable 
to accomplish the destiny for which God has cre­
ated us.

Then let us forward to the fray. Buckle on 
your fighting clothes, and forth to the revival. 
Away with banquets and frolics, merry-makings 
and games. These smack altogether too much of 
the denominations that have themselves long since 
given tip the fight. Nazarenes were not born to 
play, and feast, and masquerade, and laugh while 
souls are marching to hell by the million. Naza-
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renes were born for the battle! If we were not 
generated for the thrill of the fight, and the jov of 
the spiritual conquest, then we are not the sons of 
the giants who founded our fire-baptized move­
ment. God brought us forth not to be the eccles­
iastical dilettante, the tin soldiers of the holiness 
movement, the dress paraders of a sham battle, 
but the desperate warriors of a great awakening! 
Let us forward to the fray. Let us capture a mil­
lion souls before the sign of the coming of the Son 
of God shall appear over the hills of eternity. 
We can if we will! We can, and we will!

“EASY STREET” CHURCHES ARE RUINED
If pastors only knew it, there is nothing that 

will so marvelously keep a local church alive as 
to set it desperately to work starting another one 
into life. The thing that ruins the average church 
is to reach “ easy street.”  As long as its nose is on 
the grindstone of desperate endeavor, it grows 
spiritually, but when it becomes large, and to a 
degree prosperous, it lets down and cools off. It 
isn’t often that one finds a church divided among 
its own members when it is poor, and struggling 
like mad to eke out an existence. It is then too 
busy to take affront at slights, or to notice in­
nuendoes and ill usage. But when it gets large 
enough so that it has a “ leisure class,” that is, a 
company that does not carry any burden, or lift 
anything much in revival effort, or feel that it is 
desperately needful to be present in prayermeeting, 
that does not pull and sweat in the harness of en­
deavor, then the ground is plowed and harrowed 
and ready for differences and fusses and squabbles, 
back-biting and bitterness. Start a prayermeeting 
in a new neighborhood, a revival in a nearby 
town. Get everyone to praying and lifting, and 
sweating under the salvation effort, and you will 
be free, as a usual thing, from internal dissension.

THE HOLY GHOST FELL
During 1931 Miss Hou came home to Pingtu, 

led in meetings, and then was sick unto death, the 
sickness due to the hardships she had gladly en­
dured. One night it was thought that she would 
die, but prayer saved her. As she was convalescent 
in the hospital she heard that a revival was in 
progress and that one of the missionaries had re­
ceived the fullness of the Spirit. She went to her 
Bible, with which she was already familiar above 
the average, and “ searched the scriptures,”  read­
ing The Acts, Colossians and Ephesians, especially, 
memorizing Ephesians. She became convinced 
that there was a fullness of the Spirit which she

had not experienced and began praying for it. 
The expressions, “ singleness of heart,”  “ Stephen, 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit,” and “ the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be 
saved,” made her hungry to have the fullness of 
the Spirit promised in the Acts of the Apostles. 
But this did not make her slacken her efforts in 
soul winning, and one day as she was lying on the 
bed doing personal work with a hard-hearted 
nurse, who, kneeling by her bed, was at last turn­
ing to the cross, she, Miss Hou, was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. That night she was so happy 
she coula not sleep but lay on the bed singing 
praises to the “ slain Lamb.”—“ The Shantung Re­
vival.”

THE OUTPOURING OF GOD’S SPIRIT
On the evening of December 3 we had a prayer 

service in the church. At first there was singing 
and praying in chorus. Then there was a lull, and 
a complete hush possessed the room. There were 
several o f us kneeling in the front of the church. 
Mr. Li, our evangelist, had been suffering with 
hoarseness, and could hardly speak. After quite a 
period of stillness he began to sing a song. His 
voice had absolutely no huskiness in it. I realized 
that it was something extraordinary, and I sud­
denly cried out, “ The Holy Spirit has come 1”  in 
Chinese. The next moment both he and I were 
hurled down on the floor and could not get up 
for about two hours. O h ! the rapture and the 
ecstasy of i t ! It seemed that I was so full that I 
would burst, and the fire of the Holy Spirit 
seemed to be burning away everything but the 
very purest and holiest of impulses. That night 
there were several who had not surrendered to 
Jesus, who fell down before Him and were glori­
ously saved. Praise His holy name!

Thus began one of the most glorious revivals I 
have ever been in, either in America or in China. 
Tens upon tens of people were convicted, and 
twenty-odd- were really and truly converted, bom  
again, in the truest sense of the word. At times 
I did not even get to preach, as we took up the 
whole preaching time dealing with souls who were 
crying out to God for mercy. Once I did not get 
to the end of my discourse before souls were cry­
ing out to God, and in agony for their sins. I 
wish you could have been there. It was marvelous 
to see how the Holy Spirit worked. Man’s feeble 
efforts were thrust aside, and we had the privilege 
of standing at the side and seeing the Spirit work. 
Praise His holy name.— M ary K . Crawford in 
“The Shantung Revival.”

(12)
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A  CRY FOR THE LOST
“ Do you ask me,”  said the Rev. Samuel Dyer, 

“what I think of China, looking at it from the 
gates of the grave ? O h ! my heart is big to the 
overflow; it swells, enlarges and expands, and is 
nigh unto bursting. If I thought that anything 
could prevent my dying for China, the thought 
would crush me. M y only wish is to live for 
China, and to die pointing the Chinese to His re­
deeming blood.”

The Rev. J. Hudson Taylor once cried, “ Shall 
not the low wail of helpless, hopeless misery, aris­
ing from one-half of the heathen world, pierce our 
sluggish ear and rouse us, spirit, soul and body, to 
one mighty, continued, unconquerable effort for 
China’s salvation.”

KANSAS CITY DISTRICT IN FAVOR OF 
THE RECOVERY PROGRAM

The Kansas City District is in favor of and in 
hearty co-operation with the recovery program as 
announced by our Board of General Superintend­
ents. It is time now for our pastors, Sunday 
school superintendents, W. M . S. presidents and 
N. Y.‘ P. S. presidents to plan for a forward look­
ing program that will challenge our faith and 
courage. The opportunity of each local church 
demands it.

The District Superintendent, the District N. Y. 
P. S. President, the District Church School Board, 
the District W. M . S. President should step up the 
district program in keeping with the opportunity 
offered by better financial conditions.

Our beloved General Superintendents are lead­
ing the way in our world-wide program of evan­
gelism. They have called for a forward move­
ment all along the line, local, district and in the 
general interests of our work. Their call is timely 
and their hopes can be accomplished if all will 
fully co-operate.

World conditions have militated against our 
foreign missionary work in a financial way. We 
have fought off this condition and with the sun­
rise of a better financial situation we not only can 
save our foreign missionary work but by the grace 
of God we can forge ahead in a glorious way if 
all will rally to this call.

The Kansas City District is planning on raising 
the Easter Offering above the General Budget 
which the district has taken. As a district we are 
one hundred per cent for the recovery call of our 
General Superintendents and let every pastor and 
Sunday school superintendent of the Kansas City

District begin now and plan for a great Easter 
Rally by giving out the sacrifice envelopes to be 
gathered in for the Easter Recovery Offering. Ev­
ery member and friend of the church should bring 
in an envelope of sacrifice money for the Lord on 
Easter morning. Come on, brethren, let’s g o ! Amen.

N. B. H errell, District Superintendent.

AMONG THE PIRATES
Afterwards Miss L. sent out circular reprints of 

Miss M ’s own letter telling of those twenty-three 
4ays in the hands of the pirates. Instead of days 
of misery, days of triumph and rejoicing were re­
corded. In her own words, “ Just before daylight, 
I heard pistol shots all over the ship, and I knew 
immediately what we were in for. The words 
came to me, ‘This is a trial of your faith.’ I re­
member the thrill of joy that went through me at 
the thought of it. I was immediately reminded 
of the word that I had been using much in years 
gone by, in Isaiah 41: 10, and I will read it to you 
as I had been reading it down on the Honan 
plains, ‘Fear not, Marie, for I am with thee; be 
not dismayed, Marie, for I am thy God; I will 
strengthen thee, Marie, yea I will uphold thee, 
Marie, with the right hand of my righteousness.’ ”

Standing on the promises as given in the Book 
of Promises she went through the test of having a 
pistol pointed at her, plans to take her away with 
them, the intrusion of a vile bandit into her cabin, 
without a hair of her head being touched. Stand­
ing on the promises of the King of kings she re­
fused to obey the pirates’ orders, refused to eat 
the stolen food brought to her, refused to be 
frightened, and with perfect peace in her heart 
was not only kept in a miraculous way but wit­
nessed to the two hundred passengers and fifty 
robbers, including hours of personal conversation 
on salvation to the chief of the pirates himself.— 
M ary K. Crawford in “ The Shantung Revival.”

Have you prayed this week for complete recov­
ery for missions, for the lost at home, for the 
hungry veterans? What joy  recovery will bring 
to the dear ones in “ the trenches” at home and 
over there.

“ It is almost always when things are all blocked 
up and impossible, that a happening comes. If 
you are sure you are looking and ready, that is 
all you need. God is turning the world round all 
the time.”—M rs. A. D. T. W h it n e y .

(13)
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EXPOSITORY MESSAGES FROM HEBREWS 
Our Redeemer

Olive M. W inchester 

Upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had made purification of sins, sat down 
on the. right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 
1: 3b, R. V .).

From whatever aspect we view the person of 
Christ, He stands radiant with glory. Through 
Him God has brought the final revelation of truth 
to man; He reveals to us the attributes of the 
Godhead and in Him we see the Father. If Christ 
had come only as a revealer of truth, He would 
have stood pre-eminent among men of all ages, 
giving to us the highest ethical thought that has 
ever come to man and teaching us regarding the 
being of God. But the work of Christ did not lie 
alone in revelation, He came to redeem mankind 
from the thralldom of sin; this was the supreme 
glory of His work.

Upholding all things by the word of his power 
After telling us the relation of Christ to the ab­

solute, to God in being and attributes, our sacred 
writer turns to tell us the relation to nature and 
man. In the essential being of the Godhead, there 
are three persons, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. All causation comes from the Father; 
as Curtis tells us, “ The Father is primarily the 
Creator; but He creates, under the law of personal 
expression, through His Son. And the Son con­
firms the creative will of the Father in the fellow­
ship of moral love. And then this double will is 
carried out into the event by the Holy Spirit.” 
Thus it is that reading the Word of God we find 
creation, dominion and preservation attributed to 
the Father, then at another time to the Son and 
also to the Holy Spirit. Moreover also creation 
not only comes into being through the Son but 
creation was for the Son. Thus Curtis continues, 
“ Not only so, but the race of man (and all crea­
tion that pertains to man) the Father has created 
for His Son. Whatever men might do to stay it, 
the Father made a plan that His only Son should 
have an everlasting kingdom within the ..vast king­

dom of God— and the Son will have it as an ex­
pression, o f His Father’s love!”

Ou£ text, however, refers more particularly to 
the preservation of life rather than creation, and 
the significance of the word in this connection is 
not simply of passive support but as interpreted 
by writers old and new, “ It rather expresses that 
‘bearing’ which includes movement, progress, to­
wards an end.” Thus we have the thought that 
from the time that life came into being and dow'n 
through its various manifestations, its vicissitudes 
of expressions, Christ has been leading all creation 
toward one great end and climax. The thought of 
redemption of man came not as an after provision. 
The Lamb of God w'as slain in purpose and plan 
before the foundation of the world, and when sin 
cast its pall of death upon the human race, then 
came the ray of hope in the promise of a Re­
deemer. From that time on there was the ever 
moving onward of the divine plan and purpose. 
Dimly the light shone at first, and the hearts 
darkened by sin often either diverted its rays or 
rejected altogether, but there was ever the moving 
toward one great redemptive objective. In this 
ultimate goal toward which all things move there 
is the comprehension of nature as well as man 
and thus the apostle Paul reminds us, “ And we 
know that the whole creation groaneth and tra- 
vailcth in pain together until now. And not only 
so, but ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our­
selves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the re­
demption of our body.”

Not only may the thought of movement toward 
one great objective be comprehended in this word, 
there may be the further thought of upholding 
that man may be able to accept the offers of 
mercy. If there were not a certain upholding 
of human nature, then sin would have so 
wrought through death to have vitiated the nature 
of man that there would have been excluded all 
possibility of the acceptance of the offers of mercy. 
In Methodist theology of days gone by, there has 
been mentioned among the manifestations of 
grace, prevenient grace which enables one to exer­
cise his will in acceptance of salvation through
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faith. May we not say that prevenient grace ex­
tends back over the whole range of the life of the 
individual and the race in that there is ever left in 
man this latent power which, when enabled 
through the Spirit, may turn unto God. Therein 
should we not rejoice that we were not given over 
entirely to the tragic devastations of sin, but some 
residuum of knowledge of right and wrong was left 
and a capacity to receive from the hand of God 
new life within the heart? “ Made purification for 
sins."

This next declaration in our text is so extensive 
in its scope that it may comprehend heights and 
depths of thought and branches out into many 
theories. But at this time we are not so much 
concerned with the theories of the atonement as 
the fact. If the theory of the atonement should 
ever remain a mystery in our thinking, the fact of 
the atonement may still forever be a sacred reality 
in our lives. One specific element in that fact is 
indicated in this second statement of the text, a 
resultant effect of the atonement, “ made purifica­
tion for sins” ; the thought suggested would seem 
to lay special stress on the fact of cleansing.

In considering the import of this cleansing the 
contrast of its efficiency with the sacrifices of the 
Mosaic ritualism might well be inferred, for this 
epistle brings out this thought very explicitly. 
Further on in the text after speaking of the first 
covenant and the ordinances of service, mention­
ing the symbolic forms and the atoning work of 
the priests, the writer continues, “ According to 
which are offered both gifts and sacrifices that 
cannot, as touching the conscience, make the wor­
shipper perfect, being only (with meats and drinks 
and divers washings) carnal ordinances, imposed 
until a time of reformation. But Christ having 
come a high priest of the good things to come, 
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
creation, nor yet through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through his own blood, entered in once 
for all into the holy,place, having obtained eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, 
and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling them that have 
been defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness of the 
flesh; how much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living G od?”  (9: 9- 
14, R. V .) . Thus the sacrifice of Christ far sur­
passes in its efficiency all the symbols and types 
set forth in the Old Testament. These latter were 
but shadows of the good things to come, not the

very image. Their workings related to the exter­
nal alone and did not change the defiled condi­
tion of the heart of man.

Looking again at the purification we might 
question when it operates within the heart. Again 
the Word of God brings us an answer. We read 
of the “ washing of regeneration” (Titus 3: 5). 
In the incoming of new life in the heart through 
the new birth there is a cleansing of the defile­
ment that has been acquired during the lifetime 
of the person, sometimes called acquired de­
pravity. As we sin and rebel against the will of 
God in our unsaved state the original tendency 
toward sin and its impetus becomes strengthened. 
We have added to that proclivity in our nature; 
bringing it into exercise and into play, it grows 
in power and might. Thus there is not only for­
giveness for sins accompanying the work of re­
generation, but there is also a cleansing.

But not all of sin is purified in regeneration; 
there still remains in the heart of man the un­
derlying fundament of sin, the depraved nature 
inherited from the racial head of mankind. This 
arises as an opposing force to the life of Christ 
within the heart and wages a continual warfare. 
Thus we have a New Testament writer exhorting, 
“ Cleanse your hands ye sinners, and purify your 
hearts ye double minded” (Jas. 4: 8), and again 
we read, “ If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin” (John 1 :7 ) . Well did the peerless 
hymn writer of the early Methodist Church sing:

“ Forever here my rest shall be,
Close to Thy bleeding side;

This all my hope, and all my plea,
‘For me the Savior died.’

“ My dying Savior, and my God,
Fountain for guilt and sin,

Sprinkle me ever with Thy blood,
And cleanse and keep me clean.

“ Wash me, and make me thus Thine own; 
Wash me, and mine Thou art;

Wash me, but not my feet alone,
My hands, my head, my heart.

“ The atonement of Thy blood apply,
Till faith to sight improve;

Till hope in full fruition die,
And all my soul be love.”

— Charles W esley,

(IS)



112 THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE

Sat dou n at the right hand of the Majesty on high
Our thought dwells very often upon the media­

torial work of Christ here on earth especially in 
His sufferings and death, and this should be so, 
but in remembering Calvary we should also call 
to our mind the fact that the mediatorial work 
of Christ is not concluded there. The ministry 
upon earth was finished, but there was a further 
ministry of intercession, not again on earth but 
in heaven.

Ascending into the heavens, Christ sat down at 
“ the right hand of the Majesty on high.” The 
thought here is the “ solemn taking of the seat of 
authority.” It is the fulfillment of the command 
given in Psalm 110: 1:
“ The Lord saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 

right hand,
Until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 

From every standpoint we have an indication of 
the superior nature of Christ, for angels are rep­
resented as standing before the throne. Then 
there is the thought of dignity in the fact that 
Christ sits at the right hand of the throne of the 
Father and finally there is the suggestion of ex­
altation.

In the ministry of Christ upon earth we have 
the priestly work of Christ, but in the ministry 
in heaven the thought is more indicative of the 
kingly work. While the scriptures are not many 
which depict to us this ministry in the heavens, 
yet they are very explicit. Peter in preaching that 
memorable sermon on the day of Pentecost after 
referring to the resurrection of Christ continues, 
“ Being therefore by the right hand of God ex­
alted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath poured forth 
this which ye see and hear”  (Acts 2: 33). Again 
Paul describes the exaltation of Christ, prefacing 
it like Peter with mention of the resurrection, 
“ And set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but also 
in that which is to come” (Eph. 1: 20b, 21). In 
the epistle to the Colossians he makes this exal­
tation the basis of a practical exhortation: “ If 
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God” (Col. 3: 1). Peter likewise in his 
epistle as well as in his sermon dwells upon the 
enthronement of Christ in the heavens: “ Who is 
on the right hand of God, having gone into

heaven; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him”  (1 Peter 3: 22).

While the other passages dwell especially upon 
the fact that Christ has returned again to His 
place of regal authority at the right hand of God, 
in the epistle to the Romans we have another 
phase set forth, namely, that Christ makes inter­
cession for us. “ Who is he that condemneth? It 
is Christ Jesus that died, yea, rather, that was 
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Rom. 
8: 24). This brings to our thought comfort and 
assurance. We find consolation in the fact that 
Christ died for us and we rejoice in the efficacy 
of the blood to cleanse our hearts, then added to 
all this is the fact that Christ ever liveth to make 
intercession for us. How much we need that in­
tercession to cover all the mistakes and infirmi­
ties of our lives! Yea, moreover, the mediating 
Christ at the right hand of the Father inspires 
courage in the heart of the sinner as he ap­
proaches the throne of Christ. While he looks 
back to a work wrought, he can look up to a 
Christ interceding:

“ Five bleeding wounds He bears 
Received on Calvary.

They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly plead for me.
Forgive him, oh, forgive they cry,
Nor let that ransomed sinner die.”

Thus we see the person of Christ staying the 
power of evil in its devastation upon the hearts 
of men, seeking to lead man unto Himself; then 
we behold His atoning work whereby the virus of 
sin within the being of man may be purified and 
cleansed and once more we behold him ascended 
at the right hand of the Father interceding for us. 
When we contemplate the wonders of grace which 
extend to man mercy and salvation, we question 
within ourselves how can we neglect and spurn 
the offer of forgiveness and Tiow can we nourish 
sin within our hearts and not seek the cleansing 
from all unrighteousness.

W. M. Turnbull, of India, addressing some 
young men, once said, “ Something will happen to 
you, young man, if you ever see a world lying in 
darkness, if the fact ever grips your soul that men 
are dying by the thousands, without a knowledge 
of the only One who can save from eternal loss 
and damnation.”

(16)
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HOMILETICAL
SERMONS FOR APRIL

H. B. M acrory 
ITH  Easter falling this year on the 

first Sunday in April a question arises 
as to the proper time to observe the 

second quarterly communion. In the January is­
sue the suggestion was made that during 1934 
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper the first Sunday 
of each quarter. The plan was proposed with the 
thought of avoiding a danger that sometimes ex­
ists of neglecting this sacred duty.

It may appear to some to be an inopportune 
time this quarter to conduct a service of this kind. 
Easter with its soul-stirring message of the resur­
rection is one of the happiest seasons of the year 
to the church. But without that for which the 
Memorial Supper stands we would have no Eas­
ter.

So closely related are the two it would seem 
that a proper observance of the Lord’s Supper 
in the morning would prepare the way for an ap­
propriate Easter program and evangelistic mes­
sage for the evening.

April 1— Morning Sermon
T h e m e : An Easter Meditation (Communion 

Service).
Scripture R eading: Luke 22: 14-20.
T ext : This do in remembrance of me (Luke 

22: 19).
Introduction

It is said that when Michael Angelo contem­
plated painting his great picture of the “ Cruci­
fixion,” he had the story read to him from each 
of the four accounts of the Gospels while he sat 
blindfolded. He listened until his soul w&s im­
bued with the spirit of the narrative, and then 
he took his palette and brush and produced a 
painting which made his name immortal. It was 
the sight of the cross, that sublime symbol of 
God’s everlasting love that inspired his soul to its 
masterpiece.

M ay our meditation this morning on the 
Memorial Supper and its glorious message of hope 
make an impression upon our minds and hearts 
that will remain with us as our possession.

I. “ This do in remembrance of me.”
1. Observe this sacrament.
2. Observe it faithfully.
3. Observe it in remembrance of Me.

II. This do in remembrance of His suffering.
1. Remember Him as a Man of Sorrows.
2. Remember Him as the Lamb of God.
3. Remember His broken body and His shed 

blood.
III. This do in remembrance of His triumph.

1. Over death, hell and the grave.
2. The power of His resurrection.
3. Do this till He comes again.
Out on the prairies of the Middle West there 

is in a certain town a little home. In that humble 
home there is a young wife— one of God’s un­
crowned queens. She lives alone as her husband 
was struck down in the prime of his young Chris­
tian manhood. On Easter Sunday she goes away. 
Many wonder why and where. But her loved 
ones know.

Out yonder in a distant cemetery is a mound 
with a little stone that tells where the one she 
loves now lies. It is there that she goes to be 
alone with her own.

No human hand or heart or tongue can give 
her the needed comfort. But there amid the 
bursting buds of spring, and the opening flowers 
around her, she turns to that promise dear to the 
heart of every child of God, “ For the Lord him­
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and the trump of 
God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

And in that blessed hope she finds rest and hap­
piness !

April 1— Evening Sermon
T h e m e : The Message of Easter.
Scripture R eading: John 11: 25, 26. 

Introduction

A few years ago the founder of a new cult, 
the Home of Truth, died. Their headquarters 
were in one of our western cities. The announce­
ment was made that she would rise on the third 
day as she had promised to do again and again

(17)
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in hei teachings and had repeated on her death­
bed.

The body was not embalmed. On the third 
day hundreds of people gathered to see her rise 
from the dead. There was a long period of 
silence during which her followers concentrated 
their thoughts on the corpse.

Finally a woman advanced to the pulpit and 
delivered a brief eulogy and called for another 
period of silence. They waited in vain. No mira­
cle took place. An hour later the body was 
taken to the cemetery and buried. The followers 
returned to their homes greatly disappointed.

How different is the story we have to tell to­
day. The story of a risen and living Christ!
I. The Message of Easter is that of an empty 

tomb.
1. The body of Jesus was dead and buried.
2. The disciples were a sad, dejected company.
3. They w'ere astounded when they found an 

empty tom b!
II. The Message of Easter is that of the resurrec­

tion.
1. The resurrection is the keystone to the arch 

of Christianity.
2. The resurrection established every claim He 

ever made.
3. Christ is the Author of life and of the res­

urrection.
III. The Message of Easter is that of a trium­

phant Savior.
1. Over Satan.
2. Over sin and hell.
3. Over death our last enemy.
Years ago, when Patti was in her prime, Han­

del’s “ Messiah” was sung by probably the great­
est chorus ever assembled. The world renowned 
quartet of which Patti was the soprano was sup­
ported by more than four thousand voices. Just 
before the “ Hallelujah Chorus” a deathlike silence 
brooded over that vast assembly. Suddenly the 
bass sang, “ For He shall reign forever and for­
ever.” The alto lifted it a little higher, “ Forever 
and forever'.”  The tenor lifted it still higher, 
“ Forever and forever.”

Then Patti broke in as though inspired, and 
flung out through the great hall the question, 
“ How long shall He reign?” And the thousand 
sopranos responded in unison, “ Forever and for­
ever!” Then the four thousand of the chorus 
burst forth like the shout of the angel host, 
“ Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!”

April 8— Morning Sermon
T h e m e : The Faithfulness of God.
T e x t :  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins; and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John 1 :9 ) .
I n t r o d u c t io n

Faithfulness is one of the attributes of God. 
It i, a part of His nature. Moses, the writer of 
the Pentateuch, said He is “ the faithful God.” 
The psalmist said, “Thy faithfulness reacheth unto 
th e ‘clouds.” The Word of God is a continuous 
revelation of the faithfulness of God.
I. God is faithful in uncovering sin.

1. The presence of sin.
2. The nature of sin.
3 . The danger of sin.

II. God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
1. Forgiveness is a divine act.
2. Forgiveness is conditional.
3 . Forgiveness is provided in the atonement 

(Col. 1: 14).
III. God is faithful to cleanse our hearts from all 

sin
1. To sanctify us wholly.
2. Jesus was manifested for this purpose.
3 . The experience is for every child of God.
I shall never forget the death of a man in one 

of our Eastern cities. God had spoken to him in 
a meeting W'e conducted some time before but 
while he came to the altar he was unwilling to 
make certain wrongs right. When we saw him the 
last time he was dying. He was going into 
eternity without God. The expression on his face 
was one I shall never forget. It was horrible be­
yond description.

“ Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your heart.”

April 8— Evening Sermon
T h e m e : The Red Sea Victory.
T ext : And Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 

the seashore (Exodus 14:30).
I ntroduction

Israel was God’s chosen people. From a hand­
ful of seventy people two hundred years before 
when they settled in the land of Goshen, in 
Egypt, they had multiplied to a great nation of 
some two million men, women and children.

Their rapid growth alarmed the Egyptians. 
Persecution followed and every effort was made 
to keep them from increasing in number. In 
their distress they cried to God for deliverance. 
God heard their cry and s^nt Moses to deliver
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them. When Pharaoh refused to let them go 
piaguc followed plague until the death angel 
passed over the land destroying the firstborn of 
both man and beast.
I. The flight from Egypt followed immediately.

1. Pharaoh and the Egyptians were stunned.
2. Pharaoh was willing at last for Israel to go.
3 . Israel began her journey toward the prom­

ised land.
II. The unexpected happened.

1. Israel had reached the Red Sea.
2. Pharaoh angry with himself dispatched the 

entire Egyptian army to bring Israel back.
3 . Israel cried to God and He delivered them.

III. The Red Sea victory typifies regeneration.
1. Egypt stands for the world.
2. Red Sea stands for the first work of grace.
3 . The dead Egyptians stand for deliverance 

from our actual transgressions.
Regeneration will take you out of the sinning 

business. “Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin” (1 John 3 : 9 ) .  Do you have the 
evidences ol regeneration in your life and con­
duct today?

April 15----Morning Sermon
T h e m e : Quenching the Spirit.
T ext : Quench not the Spirit (1 Thess. S: 19). 

Introduction

We invite your attention to one of the of­
fenses, that is, one of the sins frequently com­
mitted against the Holy Spirit. There are at least 
six offenses men are in danger of committing. 
One may resist, insult, blaspheme, grieve, lie to 
or quench the Spirit. Paul in his epistle to the 
Thessalonians warned them to “ Quench not the 
Spirit.'’
I. One of the symbols of the Holy Spirit is fire.

1. A symbol employed in both the Old and the 
New Testaments. “ Our God is a consuming 
tire.” “ The God that answereth by fire.” 
“ He is like a refiner’s fire.” John the Bap­
tist said, “ He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and fire.”

2. A symbol that is frequently misunderstood. 
Matthew 3:11  has provoked discussion. 
Some have gone so far as to teach a third 
blessing— the baptism of Fire. This is en­
tirely unscriptural.

3. A symbol that is a beautiful picture. Ex­
pressed in the words of the poet:

“ Refining fire go through my heart 
Illuminate my soul.

Scatter thy light through every part 
And sanctify the whole."

He comes both to refine and illuminate.

II. The text is a warning.
1. To quench not the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 

is a personality. The third Person of the 
Holy Trinity. We live in His dispensation. 
Both saint and sinner stand in danger of 
quenching the Spirit — of sinning against 
Him.

2. The unbeliever, the sinner and the back­
slider stand in constant danger. The danger 
of resisting, insulting and of blaspheming 
the Holy Spirit.

3. The believer, the child of God, also stands in 
danger. The danger of grieving, of lying to 
and of quenching the Spirit. To grieve is to 
make sad or sorrowful. A failure to walk 
in the light may do this. One may lie to 
the Holy Spirit by coming to the altar and 
saying, “ I surrender all,” and consciously 
hold something back (Acts 5 :3 , 4). Again 
indifference may quench the Spirit.

II. What a sad day it is when He withdraws.
1. All hope is gone!

Doubtless many today are like Samson who 
“ wist not” (knew not) until it was too late! 
Don’t grieve Him!

2. Light becomes darkness!
The pillar of cloud and fire were light to 
the children of Israel but darkness to the 
Egyptians. I have seen this take place in 
the lives of men. The Word of God was no 
longer a lamp unto their feet and a light 
unto their path.

3. How is it with you?
I have stood by the bedside of those dying 
without God. I have seen death creep up 
over them. I have watched their eyes turn 
glassy. I have heard the death rattle. They 
were dying— dying without G od ! They had 
quenched the Spirit— and rejected God!

April IS— Evening Sermon
T h e m e : The Witness of the Spirit.
T ext: The Spirit, himself, beareth witness with 

our spirit that we are the children of God (Rom. 
8: 16).
Introduction 

The story is told of quite an able minister who 
was addressing a class of colored women on the 
seventh and eighth chapters of Romans. The
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women were spiritual but of very limited educa­
tional advantages. Finally one of them spoke up 
and said, “ Honey, you don’t seem to understand 
them chapters.”  “ How is that, Auntie?” “ You 
seem to think we must live in the seventh chap­
ter and pay little visits into the eighth.” “ Why, 
yes, Auntie, that’s right.”  “ Oh, no, honey, I have 
moved over into the eighth chapter and live 
there.”

What a wonderful chapter it is ! It begins with 
no condemnation and ends with no separation. 
Throughout the chapter the Holy Spirit is the 
outstanding personality. “ The Spirit, himself, 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.”
I. The Witness of the Spirit is one of the won­

derful facts of the gospel.
1. He comes to us in regeneration.
2. He comes to us in sanctification.
3. He comes to witness to each work of grace.

II. How does He witness to us?
1. Paul states, in the text, by bearing witness 

with our spirit that we are the children of 
God.

2. By abiding with us and making our bodies 
His temple.

3. By bearing fruit in our lives and enduing us 
with power.

III. What a wonderful possession He is!
1. He is the earnest (pledge) of our inheritance 

in Christ.
2. He is the earnest of our citizenship in 

heaven.
3. Every willing heart may have this posses­

sion.
The witness of the Spirit is as real today as it 

was on the day of Pentecost. The disciples knew 
He had come and the upper room could no longer 
hold them. Immediately they went out to tell 
others as Jesus said, “ Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.”

April 22— Morning Sermon
T h e m e : The Lord Jehovah.
Scripture R eading: Isaiah 12: 1-6. 

I ntroduction

The twelfth chapter of Isaiah is a hymn of 
thanksgiving. It has an interesting setting. It is 
surrounded by fearful prophecies of the judgments 
of God soon to fall on the kingdom of Judah.

Dark and fearful as the picture was Isaiah knew 
a better day would dawn.

The old prophet stood on the mountain peaks 
of prophecy and looked down across the seventy 
years of captivity and saw the return of the peo­
ple of God from the long weary years by the 
waters of Babylon. As he looked he paused to 
write this hymn of praise and thanksgiving.

I. The Lord Jehovah is our salvation!
1. Jerome gives a beautiful translation. “ The 
t Lord Jehovah is our Jesus.” Jehovah of the

Old Testament is Jesus of the New. Jerome 
makes Jesus and salvation synonymous.

2. He is our Savior— our Emancipator. When 
Israel was in bondage they cried to God for 
deliverance and He raised up Moses. The 
world is under the iron rod of a cruel task­
master and is in bondage to Satan and sin. 
God has raised up a mighty Deliverer!

3. Our salvation.
He is more than a Savior, He is our Salva­
tion! In regeneration we are born of God. 
In sanctification we are baptized with the 
Spirit and filled with all the fullness of God. 
But that is not all! We live and move and 
have our being in H im ! He is our life— our 
salvation.

II. The Lord Jehovah is our strength.
1. He is strength.

One of His attributes is omnipotence. He 
is omnipotent in every realm.

2. He is our strength.
David cried, “ The Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

3. He is our strength at all times. In pros­
perity and in adversity. In success and in 
failure. In health and in sickness. In life 
and in death. Therefore I will trust and not 
be afraid.

III. The Lord Jehovah is our song.
1. He is the Author of song.

The source of all real music. He alone is 
able to put harmony and soul and beauty 
into music. Compare the songs of Zion with 
the ragtime of the day.

2. He is our song (Isa. 12: 2, 5, 6; 3S: 10).
3. He is our song and jo y !

The child of God has no use for Juniper 
trees. Our joy is an everlasting joy and 
one that is unspeakable and full of g lory! 

“ Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: 
for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst 
of thee.”

(20)
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April 22— Evening Sermon
T h e m e : Without the Gate.
Scripture R eading: Heb. 13: 10-16. 

Introduction 
The scripture lesson has a very interesting back­

ground. Under the old Levitical law when an ani­
mal was offered for the sins of the people, after 
the blood had been sprinkled before the holy 
place to make atonement for the sins of the peo­
ple, then all that remained was carried without 
the camp and consumed by fire.

The flesh of animals offered for other sacrifices 
could be eaten but the flesh of the sin offering 
could not be eaten. It must be burned without 
the camp.

Jesus Christ was the antitype of the sin offer­
ing. That which went before was merely a type 
or pattern. He was the great sin offering: the 
Lamb of God. As such He conformed Himself 
to the type and suffered without the gate.

We see at once the awfulness of sin. Sin had 
no legitimate place within the camp and it has 
no legitimate place within the lives of men.
I. The scripture lesson presents a call to separa­

tion.
1. A call to go forth unto Christ.
2. A call to separation from the world.
3. A call to separation from self.

II. The scripture lesson presents a call to bear His 
reproach.
1. Christ suffered without the gate.
2. We must bear His reproach.
3. Rejoice that you are counted worthy.

III. The scripture lesson presents a call to thanks­
giving.
1. We are to offer the sacrifice of praise.
2. Praise Him for His unspeakable Gift.
3. Praise Him for a city that hath foundations 

whose builder and Maker is God (Heb. 
13: 14).

April 29— Morning Sermon
T h e m e : Following Jesus.
Scripture R eading: Luke 5: 1-11.
T ext : Follow me and I will make you fishers 

of men (Matt. 4: 19).
I ntroduction

Charles G. Finney one time said, “ When the 
people of God humble themselves and pray; when 
they wait upon God for the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost; when He comes more can be done 
in one day than many times can be done in a 
lifetime.”

Pentecost was a demonstration of this fact. 
The hundred and twenty humbled themselves and 
prayed. They waited upon God for the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and when He came the up­
per room became too small and they moved out 
onto the streets of Jerusalem and a multitude 
soon gathered. Peter preached and three thou­
sand were converted and added to the church in 
a single day.

Pentecost can be repeated. Not in the sense of 
ushering in a new dispensation for that is not 
necessary. But Pentecost can be repeated in the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost and in the pre­
cipitating of a revival that will stir the com­
munity. Jesus said, “ Follow me and I will make 
you fishers of men.”
I. Follow Me in a new vocation.

1. Disciples Jesus addressed were fishermen.
2. Jesus would make them fishers of men.
3. A vocation that is for every child of God.

II. Folloiv Me in a concentration of effort.
1. Concentration is essential to success.
2. Concentration is always difficult.
3. Concentration always pays.

III. Follow Me and I  will make you fishers of
men.
1. Will take you into partnership with Me.
2. Will make your life a success.
3. Are you a fisher of men?
Years ago there was a storm on Lake Michi­

gan and a boat was wrecked some distance from 
land. A student of Northwestern University swam 
out and brought in one after another until he had 
rescued seventeen in all. At last completely ex­
hausted he fell to the ground and with what re­
maining strength he had he asked, “ Did I do 
my best?” They answered him, “ Yes.” “Then I 
am satisfied,” he replied.

Are you satisfied? Are you doing your best? 
Are you a fisher of men?

April 29— Evening Sermon
T h e m e : The Woes of God.
Scripture R eading: Matt. 11: 20-24. 

I ntroduction

Woe is an expression of sorrow. It is employed 
again and again throughout the Word of God. 
Moses used the same addressing Israel. Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, major prophets, used the same re­
peatedly. Many of the minor prophets made fre­
quent use of the same.

Jesus made more or less constant use of the 
same. He pronounced His woes upon the world,

(21)
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upon cities, upon the Pharisees and upon men in 
various walks of life. Paul and others used the 
same term. The book of Revelation calls atten­
tion to woes that are past and woes that are to 
come.
I. Woes are pronounced upon Zion— the Church.

1. Amos cried, “ Woe unto them that are at 
ease in Zion.”

2. Prosperity had ruined Israel.
3. Woe unto them that are at ease in Zion to­

day !
II. Woes are pronounced upon the world.

1. Isaiah 3: 11 reads, “Woe unto the wicked.”
2. The eye of God is upon all men everywhere.
3. “ The wicked shall be turned into hell and 

all the nations that forget God.”
III. Woes are pronounced upon the unprepared.

1. Matt. 11: 21, 22.
2. Matt. 11: 23, 24.

Capernaum was the headquarters of Jesus 
during the second and third years of His 
public ministry.

3. To be unprepared is to be without excuse. 
The church today is exalted as was Capernaum.

We have the Word of God; we have the Holy 
Ghost in what is doubtless the greatest dispensa­
tion the world has known, and with Jesus Christ 
as our advocate at the right hand of God we 
are without excuse if unprepared to meet Him.

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS — APRIL
L. T. CORLETT 

(These three lists of questions served to make 
the book of Philippians much more precious to 
the people of our congregation. The answers to 
the first set are found in the Bible and any 
good Bible Encyclopedia. The outlines of the pur­
pose of the epistle and of the epistle are merely 
suggestive and may not be as good as others may 
have.)

L ist N umber One

1. Where was Philippi?
2. Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? 

(Rome.)
3. What were the circumstances surrounding 

Paul’s first visit to the city of Philippi? (Acts 
16.)

4. Name two converts that Paul had at Philippi. 
(Lydia and the jailer.)

5. What was the occasion of Paul’s writing the 
epistle? (Acknowledging a gift the church had 
sent him and the departure of Epaphroditus.)

6. Give the key word. (Rejoicing.) The key 
verse. (4: 4.)

7. What was the purpose of this epistle?
(1) To express Christian love to the church 

for their devotion to him.
(2) To exhort them to press toward the mark 

of prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.

8. Give a general outline of the book.
Rejoicing in Christ’s life (chap. 1).
In Christ’s example (chap. 2).
Irr Christ’s righteousness (chap. 3).
In Christ’s strength (chap. 4).

L ist N um ber  T wo 
(T he answers are found in the first tw o chap­

ters o f the book  o f  Philippians.)
1. Name three things Paul asked for in his prayer 

for the Philippians (1 : 9 -11 ).
2. What attitude did Paul take toward his perse­

cutions and bonds? (1 : 12, 13).
3. What was Paul’s purpose in living and preach­

ing? (1 :2 0 ).
4. What rule did he give the Philippians concern­

ing their conversation? (1 : 27).
5. How can a person have a proper attitude 

toward those about him? (2 : 1-5).
6. Give five aspccts of the humiliation of Christ 

(2 : 6-8 ).
7. Give three ways we may follow his example 

( 2 : 1 0 - 12 ) .

8. Why must man work out his own salvation 
( 2 : 1 2 ).

L ist N u m ber T hree 

(The answers are found in the third and fourth
chapters of the book of Philippians.)
1. Why could Paul boast of his ancestors? (3: 4, 

5).

2. Why did he count all things that were gain to 
him a loss? (3: 8 ).

3. What kind of righteousness did Paul seek? 
(3 :9 ) .

4. W’hat was the “ mark of the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” ? (3: 10-15).

5. What objective did Paul say that the Christian 
had? (3: 20, 21).

6. What cure did Paul recommend for anxious 
cares? (4: 6).

7. What standards did Paul give for the regu­
lating of the mind and thoughts? (4: 7, 8).

8. How did Paul plan to meet his present prob­
lem (4: 13).
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\ F ew  D on ’ts
1. Don’l be a Mocker (Isa. 28: 22). 3.
2. Don’t be a Forgetter (Psa. 9: 17).
3. Don’t be a Neglecter (Heb. 2 :3 ) . 4.
4. Don’t be a Doubter (Matt. 14: 31).
5. Don’t be a Procrastinator (Prov. 27: 1 ; 2 Cor. 5.

6: 2).
6. Don’t be an Unbeliever (John 3 :3 6 ; 1 John

5: 10)
7. Don’t be a Loser (Mark 8: 36, 37).

— Selected.

Saints in  W rong P laces

1. A Discouraged Worker —  Elijah under the 
juniper tree (1 Kings 19 :4 ).

2. A Backsliding Believer —  Abraham in Egypt 
(Gen. 12: 10).

3. A Disobedient Servant— Jonah in the whale 
(Jonah 2).

4. A Scduced Prophet— The man of God in the 
old prophet’s house (1 Kings 13: 19).

5. A Lazy Saint— David on the housetop (2 
Sam. 11: 2).

6. A Silenced Witness— Lot in Sodom (Gen. 14: 
12).

7. A Miserable Disciple— Peter before the fire 
(Luke 22: 65).

—Selected.

P oints to P onder

The Great Question— “ Who will go for us?” (Isa. 
6 : 8 ).

The Great Commission— “ Go . . . and preach 
the gospel”  (Mark 16: 15).

The Great Promise— “ M y presence shall go with 
thee” (Ex. 33: 14).

The Great Command—“ Go in and possess the 
land” (Deut. 4: 1).

The Groat Power— “ Go in this thy strength” 
(Judges 6: 14) ; “ Ye shall have power . . . ” 
(Acts 1 :8 ) .

The Great Prayer—“ Make me to go in the path 
of thy commandments”  (Psa. 119: 35). .

The Great Person—“ Let us go forth unto him” 
(Heb. 13: 13).

— Selected.

T he  P ilgrim  W alk  
As exemplified in the life of Abraham, with ad­

ditional scriptures.
1. Separation from the old life entirely (Gen. 

12: 1; 1 John 2: 15-17).
2. Dedication unto God and the things of the

new life (Gen. 12: 1, 4 ; Rom. 12: 1, 2). 
God’s interests supreme and submitting to His 
choice for us (Gen. 13: 14; Matt. 6: 33). 
Looking to God only for rewards for service 
rendered (Gen. 14:22; 15 :1 ; 1 Pet. 5 :2 -4 ). 
Believing God in the face of utter human im­
possibility (15 :2 -6 ; Rom. 4 :17-22).
Finding all in God and walking before Him in 
sincerity and uprightness (Gen. 17 :1-3 ; Phil. 
1: 9-11).
Willing to give up all, even the most costly 
and the dearest things for God, believing He 
is able to make good His promise, even in 
resurrection (Gen. 22; Acts 20 :24; Phil. 2: 
17).

Christ Is A ll (Col. 3: 11)
His Presence brings joy and peace to the soul. 
His Love can fill the heart that it can be seen 

in every true Christian life.
His Grace can keep us sweet in the hardest 

trial, and cause us to shine in every faliure.
His Mercy is full and free. It is for all those 

who come unto Him. He showers it upon us day 
by day.

His Life was a self-denying life. If we pos­
sess this life we ought to deny ourselves every­
thing that might offend someone else.

His Way should be our way at all times and 
our hearts should correspond with all His leadings.

His Smile of approval ought to encourage us to 
press on in the straight and narrow way.

His Peace which passeth all understanding is 
ours if we claim it.

His Glory can so shine into our lives that no 
storm can darken our countenance.

His strength is given to us all along the way. 
How thankful we ought to be.

His faithfulness to the Father should help us to 
realize His love for us.

His Will, if in our lives, can be seen and oth­
ers will know we are abiding in it.

His Tender Care over us never fails. He is ever 
guiding us by His loving wisdom.

His Pureness and Holiness can be ours, for He 
says, “ Be ye holy for I am holy.”

His faith within our hearts helps us to stand 
in every circumstance that might cause us to 
faint. It strengthens us in every test; it encour­
ages us to press on.

His Oneness with the Father makes us one with 
Him.

His Steadfastness in the greatest trial, when
(23)
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He was betrayed, cannot help but show us His 
everlasting love.

His name is Jesus, the sweetest name in heaven 
or on earth.

—Selected.

ALL SUFFICIENCY OF GRACE
E. M. V aught 

T ext : M y grace is sufficient for thee (2 Cor. 
12: 9).

I. Grace C an G uide the  Soul in  Its Gloom

“ I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not; I will lead them in paths that 
they have not known; I will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked things 
straight” (Isa. 42: 16).

II. G race Can H elp  t h e  S o u l  in  Its H u rt
“We glory in tribulations also; knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: and hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us (Rom. 
S: 3).

III. G race Can C alm  t h e  S o u l in  Its C o n f l ic t
1. “ Bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 

of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself so that I might 
finish my course with joy”  (Acts 20: 23, 24).

2. “Though an host should encamp against me, 
my heart shall not fear; though war should 
rise against me, in this will I be confident” 
(Psa. 27: 3).

IV . Grace C an Prompt the  Soul in  Its Per­
plexity

“ For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a 
desire to depart, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better . . . and having this con­
fidence, I know I shall abide and continue 
with you all for your furtherance and joy 
of faith” (Phil. 1:23, 25).

V. Grace Can L ead the Soul T hrough  I ts 
L abyrinth

“ We are troubled on every side, yet not dis­
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in de­
spair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed; always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body”  (2 Cor. 4: 8- 
10).

VI. Grace Can R aise the  Soul from  Its R u in  
“ Now unto him that is able to keep you

from falling, and to present you faultless be­
fore the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy . . .  be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever” (Jude 24, 25).

VII. G race Can Crown  th e  Soul A bove Its 
C ondemnation

1. “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, 
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away” (1 Peter 5 :4 ) .

2. “ Hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
' man take thy crown” (Rev. 3: 11).

THE KEY TO CONSTANT VICTORY IS 
OBEDIENCE
W. O. F isher 

T e x t : And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them (Matt. 21: 6).

Note the results of obedience in the lives of the 
disciples.
1. Jesus said, “ Follow me.” They followed and 

saw His miracles: sick were healed, dead were 
raised, devils were cast out, etc.

2. Jesus said, “As ye go, preach, saying: the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. They went, 
and even the devils were subject unto them 
through His name.

3. Upon His resurrection Jesus sent word to go 
into Galilee. They went and saw Him in His 
resurrection glory. Also they saw Him ascend 
into heaven.

4. Jesus said: Tarry ye. They tarried and were 
filled.

5. Jesus said, “ Go ye.”  They went and thou­
sands have been saved and sanctified.
“ There is a fountain filled with blood,

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,

Lose all their guilty stains."
Obedience marks the difference between catching 

fish and catching men. Which will you catch?

“ R eady”
(2 Tim. 4:6)

I ntroduction

t. To surrender (Acts 9 :6 ).
2. To go. (or stay).
3. To pay debt (Rom . 1:14).
4. To suffer (Acts 9:16). ■

. 5. To jail (Acts 21:13).
6. For second coming of Christ (1 Thess. 4:17).
7. To die or live (Phil. 1:21-23).
8. For the crown (2 Tim. 4 :8 ).

“ Christianity has died many times, and risen 
again; for it has a God that knows the way out 
of the grave.”— G. K. Chesterton.

(24)
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MAKING A MINISTER
Paul S. H ill 

Sermons F rom  the  B ook of J onah

I read with interest the editorial of Dr. Chap­
man in the February number of the Preacher’s 
M agazine, and was impressed with what he had 
to say about a series of sermons from the book 
of Jonah.

It seems to me that this book is full of very 
good sermon material. I think one good topic 
would be “ Jonah the Extremist.” He certainly 
had an -extreme experience, and the moods and 
tempers of his soul were extreme. One would ex­
pect such an extremist to have extreme experi­
ences. To begin with he “ flees" from the Lord. 
This is as fast as he could go. Extreme.

His prayer from the belly of the whale was 
extreme. He fainted, weeds were wrapped around 
his head, the floods compassed him about, the 
depths closed around him, he went down to the 
bottom of the mountains, and it was all in order 
to make him “ pay his vow and say ‘I will.’ ” 
Extreme.

Later, after the revival, we find Jonah dis­
pleased exceedingly. Another extreme position. 
In this displeasure he prayed that he might die. 
Death is extreme. Jonah asked for the limit.

Later when the gourd covered his booth and 
kept the sun from shining too hotly upon him 
Jonah was exceedingly glad, another extreme.

When the gourd died Jonah was again in the 
extreme of anger. He said it was good to be 
angry even unto death. I suppose he meant that 
it would be a good thing if he could get so angry 
that a blood vein would burst in his body and 
cause death. Extreme.

Jonah was an extremist sure enough, and ex­
tremists are a bother to themselves and every­
body else that has to do anything with them.

He did not become an extremist all at once. 
No one docs. The extremist is the result of a 
process. He could have corrected this warp in his 
makeup if he had tried earlier in life. Possibly 
his parents or his preacher failed to do their duty 
toward him.

The fact that he did not become an extremist

all at once is evidenced by the fact that he went 
to sleep on the high seas in a storm. Men do not 
sleep soundly in a storm during their first night 
of awful sin against God. They are restless, their 
conscience troubles them. They are tossed with 
remorse, but Jonah, an old extremist, went to 
sleep in a storm at sea.

M y opinion is that if after the revival at Nine­
veh the call to another meeting had come Jonah 
would have risen up again to flee from the pres­
ence of the Lord.

The person who is inclined to be an extremist 
must observe great care or he will do great dam­
age to himself, his church, his community, and 
unless he gets a cure will put himself forever past 
help from God or men.

A clean heart filled with the Holy Ghost is the 
best cure for the extremist.

Sermon  No. 2— W hat Price R ebellion and D is ­
honor

T ext : He found a ship going to Tarshish: so 
he paid the fare thereof, and went down.

Men have risen to positions of trust and confi­
dence at great cost. There has been sacrifice, 
prayer, overcoming of difficulties and temptations. 
None succeed by a primrose way. It is hard to 
climb, it costs much.

The price paid by those who have come to po­
sitions of honor is small compared to that paid 
by those who go down. Down in sin through re­
bellion against God, down to dishonor and night, 
is expensive.

The. price of sin is self-respect. One of the sure 
and immediate results of sin is the consciousness 
of a lowered standard, a sacrifice of the best 
there is.

The price of sin is exposure to immediate 
danger. Death means hell.

The price of sin is a stormy sea. There is no 
peace to the wicked.

The price of sin is a scar that lasts, even though 
the sore is healed.

The price of sin is departure from God, His 
will, His work, His reward.

The price of sin is more than any man cai^
(25)
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afford. It takes his best and passes it down as a 
plaything for the devil and sin.

Only Jesus can redeem those who have paid 
the price and gone down. Jesus paid it all.

Sermon  N o . 3— T he Influence of a R unaw ay 
from  G od

Men in danger, a storm on the sea, death near, 
men are praying, they are superstitious, but ask­
ing for a way out. Jonah, the runaway, is asleep.

They need His advice and counsel. He is 
asleep, on his way from God.

They wake him up and demand of him his 
testimony and prayer.

He testifies, “ I am an Hebrew; and I fear the 
Lord, the God of heaven.” Strange testimony 
that. He was running away from God, and was 
himself in a trouble more deep than those who 
were asking for his prayer and testimony.

He was a source of much trouble in society. 
“ What shall we d o?”

He was the cause of a lot of useless work. 
“The men rowed hard.”

A runaway from God, a trouble to society, 
powerless in prayer or testimony to men in 
danger of immediate death, they cast him out. In 
their danger they needed a different type of pro­
fessor of religion. St. Paul, on his way to Rome, 
could have helped them, but not Jonah in his 
poor state of religion.

Sermon  No. 4— T he P ower of a R estored Soul

Not all backsliders are lost forever. They may 
return to God.

Some backsliders are so hungry for restoration 
that they would almost be willing to be swal­
lowed by a whale, or have some other awful 
calamity overtake them if they could by that 
means find their way back to God and salva­
tion.

Jonah was confused. The weeds were wrapped 
around his head. Confusion is a sore evil. Doubt 
must be overcome. The way to restoration is the 
way of faith.

Jonah, the restored preacher, could call a na­
tion to repentance because he had himself re­
pented. Only those who have repented themselves 
can insist on repentance in others, and help them 
when they are in its throes.

God honored the preaching of the restored 
man. He will honor others.

Many were saved who otherwise would have 
been lost because of the restored Jonah.

The restoration of the soul is the first step in 
a revival of repentance. Many churches need 
this. For our own sake and the sake of others 
let us not be runaways from God.

Sermon  No. 5— T he  U nalterable Call of God

God called Jonah twice. Both times the call 
was the same. God called Peter twice. Both 
times .the same, “ Follow me.”

God's mind was always the same though Jonah 
tried to destroy the call by running away. After 
a long and bitter struggle against the call o f God 
Jonah saw that only unhappiness and disaster 
followed in the wake of disobedience. He con­
cluded that they that observe lying vanitiies for­
sake their own mercy.

God’s call is based on His need for Jonah, and 
you.

It is the best way for the advancement of the 
kingdom of God. He knows that He can use us 
when we do not know it.

It is the way of greatest happiness. No happi­
ness out of the will of God. Jonah and others 
have proved it.

God could have raised up another prophet, but 
there was only one call for Jonah to obey. To 
Jonah it was unalterable.

The call may not be to service as a preacher 
or prophet but the call to walk in the will of 
God is always present, and insistent.

Sermon No. 6. T h e  A verted J udgment 
The decree had been fixed, the judgment de­

clared and the time set. God had spoken, “ Yet 
forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.” 

What a fearful outlook and future for Nineveh! 
Consider this outlook from the viewpoint of (1) 
The weight of prophecies of the past fulfilled. 
Other judgments had been pronounced and oc­
curred as predicted. (2) The sins of the city that 
merited a judgment. (3) The unlimited ability 
of God to administer the judgment as predicted. 
(4) The detailed explanation of time and severity 
of the judgment. Forty days. Destroyed.

How hopeless the condition, unless God can 
be made to change His mind. Their only hope 
was to put away the cause of the coming calamity 
and pray for mercy. They did this. Wholeheart­
edly, completely, constantly and prolonged.

God turned away the judgment predicted.
God has declared judgment, severe, eternal, and 

just, against a sinner. Only repentance and faith 
in Jesus can avert it.
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With all that is against a sinner he may be 
saved through Jesus. God will hear his prayer.

Sermon No. 7— T he Suffering Creation (Jonah
3: 7, 8)
Beast and cattle were affected by the sins of 

Nineveh, so also they were released by the averted 
judgment.

That strange, ever-present thing that we term 
the curse is universal and as lasting as time. It 
affects all creation, beast and vegetation as well as 
man. “ The whole creation groaneth.”

What a serious thing is sin that it has such a 
distressing effect upon a creation that is not guilty.

The picture in the book of Jonah is but a small 
one compared with the disaster that sin has 
brought into the world. This world of suffering 
and disorder is caused by the sin of the human 
heart deceitful and desperately wicked.

Redemption for man carries with it a glorious 
deliverance for the whole creation.

All beasts and cattle now are showing God’s 
disapproval of sin in His world. They are car­
rying out His command.

All creation shall be delivered into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.

How shall this be? Suddenly or gradually?
Is the insect world less destructive now than in 

the past?
Are weeds less strong and reverting gradually 

toward useful food plants?
Are men getting better that the rest of creation 

may have hope, and with the hope a correspond­
ing advance?

What can turn the tide and bring in the king­
dom of God? Calvary and Pentecost are the 
main powers of the kingdom now, but the Bible 
teaches that these will be rejected by some un­
til the end.

The judgment will not be averted as in the 
days of Jonah, but will be visited on the world 
as predicted.

There will be a great division of men. The 
creation will be delivered with the children of 
God. The curse will end.

This year at the New York District Camp- 
meeting held at Beacon, N. Y., Dr. Chapman 
preached on “ Following peace with all men; and 
holiness, without which no man can see the 
Lord.” During his sermon he used an illustration 
to show the insistence with which a seeker after

holiness must pursue the object of his seeking in 
order to obtain it. The subject matter of his il­
lustration was a hunt in which a large number of 
dogs were engaged. Some of the dogs were al­
most indifferent to the hunt, others were easily 
sidetracked, some were easily discouraged, and 
during the long hunt many gave up and turned 
aside to other things. But one of the dogs in­
sisted on getting the game, and finally made the 
capture after a long day and many difficulties. 
In telling the illustration Dr. Chapman used about 
ten or twelve minutes of time and held the close 
attention of the congregation. The thing that im­
pressed me was the fact that instead of seeing a 
hunt I saw a person seeking holiness and finding 
it. Even now I cannot recall whether it was a 
fox or a coon or a possum that the dogs were 
after. What I do remember was the picture of a 
seeker after holiness. I remember the many dif­
ficulties in the way and the persistence with 
which they were overcome and the final triumph 
of finding the blessing.

To me it appealed as a feat in illustration. To 
use ten or twelve minutes to describe a hunt, to 
even venture into such an exciting event in a 
sermon on holiness, to tell it so interestingly that 
the attention of the congregation was unbroken 
throughout the time taken to tell it, and to do 
it all so that every minute we all saw a person 
seeking holiness instead of a hunt with dogs is 
truly a feat that not many could perform. Per­
sonally I would not dare attempt it. If I did I 
am sure the people would see the hunt with the 
large number of dogs and men engaged instead of 
seeing the seeker after holiness. Dr. J. B. Chap­
man certainly did well. His illustration was in­
teresting to all, and it made the point with em­
phasis. Congratulations, Dr. Chapman.

THE ART OF MAKING GOOD
W . B. W alker

I SINCERELY believe that all our ministers 
desire to make good. It is not my aim for 
you to consider this scribe a pronounced 

success in the ministry, but the years that I have 
spent in the ministry as a young man, have 
taught me that there is an art in making good. 
Yes, I said that it is an art— the finest of the 
arts. I am deeply interested in the success and 
failure of preachers. If a pastor succeeds, I want 
to know why he succeeded— if he failed, I want 
to know the why of his failure. In the beginning 
of this department in T h e  P reacher’s M agazine,
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let us take up the ministry of Jesus, who was the 
peerless Preacher of the ages. We shall consider:

I. H e W as D evoutly Studious

It was from the solitude of Olivet where He 
spent the previous night before going into the 
temple. He had self-formed conviction of gospel 
truth. The gospel is the power of God unto sal­
vation. But how are we going to give it out to 
the people? We can give it out by the preaching 
of the Word. We are not called to preach science 
nor any of the modern theories concerning sci­
entific discoveries. We are commissioned to 
preach the Word to a bleeding and sobbing world. 
The success of the gospel depends on the con­
viction of the heralds of it. The gospel must 
come from a warm heart all aglow with heavenly 
fire and glory. And devout solitude is necessary 
to form such strong convictions. You will not 
form such convictions in the crowded streets. As 
Jesus spent the night before His entrance into the 
temple in the solitude of the garden, we too must 
find a place of solitude and prayer before we 
stand before the people to declare the gospel mes­
sage. Yes, in solitude you will learn to love the 
truth of God.

There must also be unconquerable love for the 
truth. It follows, therefore, that if you think 
more of the favor of men than the claims of the 
truth, you will not deal honestly and faithfully 
with the truth. Only the preacher who loves the 
truth more than life can really be a blessing to 
suffering humanity. This leads me to say that 
the preacher must be sold on the truth of the 
gospel. And my friend, you must be a living ex­
pression of the gospel truth. Our conduct must 
confirm and illuminate the doctrines which our 
lips declare. When Moses talked with God the 
skin of his face did shine with the glory of the 
Father. John the Baptist gained invincible en­
ergy in the wilderness. Paul prepared for apostle- 
ship in Arabia, and in Gethsemane our Master 
prepared for His life’s work. Let us remember, 
that if we would make good in the ministry, there 
must be hard study of the Word and all other 
books that are necessary to the matter of making 
good.

II. Jesus W as Su blim ely  Courageous

On the day before His life had been threatened 
and His arrest attempted, yet, with a noble dar­
ing He “goes early in the morning,”  about His 
tremendous task of blessing others. I want you 
to distinguish this spirit from what the world 
calls courage. Mere brute courage is dead to the

sacredness of life. Soldiers hold life cheaply and 
their courage is merely that of an animal. But 
Christ deeply felt the sanctity of life. Brute cour­
age is indifferent to the grand mission of life. 
The mere brute soldier is not inspired with the 
important question of life. We are not on this 
globe to be a mere fighting machine. Our Christ, 
the peerless Preacher, was here to testify to 
truth, and even die for the truth that He de­
clared.

This is a fallen world, and there are many 
hindrances to the preaching of the gospel. It will 
take courage to face some of the problems of 
life and declare the holy truth of God. It will 
take real men and women of courage to preach 
the truth to this age of doubt and skepticism. 
There is an atmosphere of doubt and indifference 
everywhere. Yet no age has ever afforded a 
preacher such an opportunity of preaching a 
blessed gospel of comfort and good will. The 
story is told of Martin Luther standing before 
his judges. He u'as greatly emboldened by a great 
general who stood at the entrance of the door. 
The general tapped Luther on the shoulder and 
said, “Poor monk, poor m onk! thou art now 
going to make a nobler stand than I or any 
other captain has ever made in the bloodiest of 
our battles. But if thy cause is just, and thou 
art sure of it; go forward in God’s name and 
fear nothing. God will not forsake thee.”  His­
tory tells the story of the results.

The preacher who succeeds in this day must 
have unflinching courage to face the current of 
the times. But my preacher friend, just remember 
that dead fish can swim easily down the stream, 
but it requires a living fish with much inner 
force to cut through the current of the stream.

III. H e W as Su blim ely  E arnest

“ Early in the morning,” He did not indulge 
Himself in sleep. In another place the narrative 
reads, “ I must be about the work of my Father.” 
There are two things that should cause the 
preacher to be deeply in earnest— importance of 
his mission and the brevity of life. The very fact 
that we are to preach an eye-opening, soul-lifting, 
God-comforting gospel should cause us to be 
in earnest about the matter. There must be 
deep sincerity in the ministry. No other matters 
should have part of our interest. Our interest 
should not be divided between the work of the 
ministry and secular work. The world appreci­
ates the preacher who is deeply in earnest about 
his work. Yes, the time is short, and what we do
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for a bleeding world we must do it in a hurry. 
The clock of time that hangs on yonder wall will 
quickly click our time away. And if we would 
help a lost world to the safety of the Father, 
we must be about our Father’s business.

IV. J e s u s  W a s  B e a u t i f u l l y  N a t u r a l

The narrative says, “ He sat down.”  There was 
nothing stiff or official about Him. All He did 
was as free, fresh and elastic as nature. He was 
natural in His attitude. Modern rhetoric has rules 
to guide a public speaker, which are right and 
good. But let a person be possessed with great 
thoughts, these thoughts will throw his frame 
into the most becoming attitude. And it seems 
to me that the Master was natural in His ex­
pression. These were not the expressions of the 
classroom.

Then, I would have you listen to the Master’s 
words, for they were spoken in natural tones. 
The tone of His voice rose and fell according to 
the thoughts that occupied His soul. The voice 
of the modern preacher is often hideously arti­
ficial and not very natural. I believe that so far 
as a preacher goes away from his natural voice, 
either in language or tones, he loses his self- 
respect, inward vigor and social frame. So, if we 
would know the art of making good in the min­
istry, we must be devoutly studious, sublimely 
courageous, supremely earnest and beautifully 
natural.

THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK
I .  L .  F l y n n  

E a s t e r  !

Oh, Easter! How sublime its meanings! When 
a child we anticipated your coming because it 
meant eggs—various colored eggs, egg hunt, up 
early to see the sun dance ( ? )  on the wall in 
token of the resurrection. In mature years, hav­
ing learned more of the real meaning of Easter, 
our soul thrills with expectancy of the resurrec­
tion of our own body, in fulfillment of our 
childhood dreams to live forever in a verdant land 
of sunshine and happiness! To me the resurrec­
tion is a reality. It could not be anything else. 
This longing, this desire, yea, this passion to 
live forever was not begotten by a fruitless hope. 
Out yonder some time, somewhere we shall know 
the full meaning of life. Perhaps the mystery of 
death, and this earthly voyage. “ Because I live, 
ye shall live also,”  saith the Master.

“ O Cod, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home.

Beneath the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.”

P r e a c h e r  S a y s  H e l l  M u s t  Go 
(An Editorial)

Rev. Dr. Percy Stickley Grant, noted pulpit 
orator of New York City, in a recent sermon 
declared that hell must go as a place of endless 
punishment. “ Why,” he asks, “ do we choose for 
our punishment a place that doesn’t exist?” 

Again he says, “ What we are seeking is not 
punishment, but growth. We must substitute 
prevention for punishment.”

If Dr. Grant is mistaken, and lands in hell 
when he closes his earthly career, think of his 
feelings the morning after.— American.

Dr. Grant died some time after the above edi­
torial was written.

It Is N ot E a s y

To apologize.
To begin over.
To admit error.
To be unselfish.
To take advice.
To be charitable.
To be considerate.
To endure success.
To keep on trying.
To avoid mistakes.
To forgive and forget.
To keep out of the rut.
To make the most of a little. 
To maintain a high standard. 
To recognize the silver lining. 
But it always pays.— Sel.

S t a r t i n g  a n  U n q u e n c h a b l e  F i r e  

“ I recalled again that very providential thing 
that happened to Luther on his way back from 
the Diet of Worms, in 1921. He was captured 
while riding through a wood, and carried by de­
vious ways to the Castle of Wartburg. There he 
was held captive by his friends for his own 
safety and it was there he began his translation 
of the Bible in the German language best under­
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stood by the people. The pope raged against 
him and ordered his books to be burned; but in 
translating the Scriptures he started a fire in Ger­
many that brought on that great conflagration 
known as the Reformation.”—Sel.

“ E x it  t h e  A t h e is t s ”

“ It is possible to get two or three little smiles 
out of the news that the depression has so 
sharply reduced the number of militant atheists 
that the American Association for the Advance­
ment of Atheism is threatened with extinction for 
want of funds.

“ This organization’s annual report shows that 
its membership has declined steadily during hard 
times and that its income has been reduced by 
one-half. On the other hand, the report com­
plains that church membership has increased con­
stantly all through the depression, so that more 
than 50,000,000 Americans today are regular 
church communicants.

“ It’s easy enough to be an atheist, militant or 
otherwise, when everything is going swimmingly 
and every stock market flurry increases the size 
of your bank account. But when the bottom 
falls out of things, and you find that you aren’t 
quite as all-wise and eternally lucky as you had 
thought— well, atheism becomes a non-essential 
luxury then, in short order.”—An Editorial.

“ On earth are atheists many, 
In hell there is not any.”

THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST
R o y  L. H o l l e n b a c k  

Ye shall receive, power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you  (Acts 1 :8 ).

The power of the Holy Ghost is not given for 
spectacular display, nor to spend itself in extreme 
emotion. Doubtless the emotions will be quick­
ened, it is true, when the Holy Spirit comes, but 
this is not its end nor object. Of what use would 
the steam-power of a locomotive be if it were 
only used for blowing the whistle? A close ob­
servation of the spirit of the early disciples, after 
the Holy Spirit had come upon them, will give us 
an insight on the various manifestations of His 
power. Notice that,

I. His power was manifested in their ready ap­
prehension of truth. Their vision of truth was 
suddenly and greatly clarified after the Holy Ghost 
came, fulfilling the promise of Jesus, “ He shall 
guide you into all truth.” The Spirit is called, 
“ The Spirit of truth.”

II. The power of the Spirit was manifested in 
the special providences which surrounded them. 
The Spirit caught away Philip after his ministry 
to the Ethiopian eunuch was finished. The Spirit 
gave Cornelius the exact name and address of Pe­
ter. Paul was often urged by the Spirit to go 
places, and then at times was “ forbidden of the 
Spirit.” They lived in the Spirit and walked under 
His special providences almost constantly. If we 
“ live in the Spirit” we, too, will experience the 
frequent consciousness of His special providences

MI. The power of the Holy Ghost was mani­
fested in His government and leadership of the 
Church. The early Church submitted as fully to 
His leadership as they had done to Christ when 
He was here with them. When they sent a code 
of rules to the Gentiles who had found Christ, 
they sent only such rules as “ seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost.” The account of Ananias and Sap- 
phira shows that the early Church not only rec­
ognized the Holy Ghost as present with them, but 
they recognized Him as the President of all of the 
assemblies of the saints.

Oh, that we would submit a? fully to Him to­
day !

IV. His power was manifested in conviction 
upon sinners. On Pentecost the unsaved cried, 
“ Men and brethren, what shall we d o ?”  This 
conviction was purely spiritual, and not the work 
of men’s strong denunciations. The very atmos­
phere of the Church provoked a sin-consciousncss 
and a readily yielding spirit.

V. The power of the Holy Ghost was manifest­
ed in their disposition and ability to suffer joyfully 
for Christ’s sake. It takes the power of the Spirit 
to enable a soul to “ rejoice that they are counted 
worthy to suffer for his name’s sake,” and to “ take 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods.” This is 
greater evidence of the Spirit’s power than all the 
emotionalism one could indulge.

VI. His power was manifest in their ability and 
boldness to witness for Christ. “ Ye shall receive 
power . . .  ye shall be witnesses unto me.” The 
timid and unlearned ones were made bold (not 
brazen) and were endued with a tact and wisdom 
which none of their enemies could interpret, gain­
say, nor resist.

VII. The poiver of the Spirit was manifested in 
the singleness of their hearts. The expression, 
“ singleness of heart,” is in itself a very full ex­
pression. It denotes their purity, their deliverance 
from the carnal mind, their freedom from worldly 
shrewdness and guile, their simplicity, and most of 
all, their all-consuming desire to please God alone.

VIII. The power of the Holy Ghost was mani­
fested in the unity that rested among, them and 
the love they possessed. The oneness for which
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Jesus prayed that they might have became a real­
ity after the Holy Ghost came upon them. It 
could have been no less a power to effect this unity 
among those who differed so widely in tempera­
ment and social background. But when pride and 
prejudice are consumed by the Spirit’s fire, there 
will exist no dissension, schism, or disunion. Love 
will cover faults, and melt together each recipient 
of the Holy Ghost with others who have received 
Him.

ORDINATION SERVICE OF A CONGRE­
GATIONAL MINISTER

N e a l  C. D i r k s e

It has been my pleasure recently to assist in 
the ordination of a Congregational minister. The 
program was an interesting one, so much so, we 
thought the readers of T h e  P r e a c h e r ’ s  M a g a ­

z i n e  would enjoy it.
The services were held at 2: 30 and 7: 30 p. m. 

In the afternoon the candidate read a paper of 
some thirty minutes length, in which he recited 
his present Christian experience and his theo­
logical beliefs and convictions. Following the 
reading of that paper a council was allowed to 
quiz and cross-question him on any phase of the 
paper or on any matter pertaining to either his 
experience, his beliefs, or work pertaining to the 
ministry. When the council was satisfied that the 
candidate had answered all the questions neces­
sary, they retired and voted on his eligibility to 
be ordained. When this council returned, the 
vote was favorable, and an evening service was 
announced, at which time the formal ordination 
service took place. The afternoon service was 
open to the public and all could hear the paper 
and the questioning.

The evening service was opened with several 
musical selections and invocation by one of the 
attending ministers. Following this the statement 
of action of the council was declared to the audi­
ence. Then the scripture lesson was read, another 
musical selection and the ordination sermon by 
another attending minister. At the conclusion of 
this sermon, the candidate came to the platform, 
lor he sat among the audience until ordained; 
kneeling, the attending ministers all gathered 
around, placing their hands upon his head while 
the prayer of ordination was said. Following 
another selection of music, one of the ministers 
gave a charge to the pastor, newly ordained. He 
charged him to be a man of God, a preacher, a 
minister, a teacher, and finally a pastor. The

next step was to offer to the ordained minister 
the right hand of fellowship with appropriate re­
marks. Then came a charge to the people. They 
were charged to occasionally “ bring a little honey” 
— honey of encouragement, of appreciation, of 
sympathy. Then the candidate offered the bene­
diction.

All in all, the service was a very interesting and 
instructive one.

GETTING ALONG WITH PEOPLE
( Continued from page tw o)  

decided preference for certain company he 
is preparing for a m utiny. A preacher bet­
ter be “cold” toward everyone than to be 
guilty of having “pets.”

And finally, the preacher should so or­
ganize the work of his church th at he will 
work his people continually “ until their 
tongues hang o u t.” The metaphor is, I 
think, permissible. A busy church is a 
happy and a united church. I t  will not al­
ways be easy to get a program started im­
mediately that will include everyone, but 
th at is the preacher’s aim. And of course 
the preacher must be a good example. 
Personal evangelism is a service so wide 
th at everyone can engage in it and the 
preacher will do well to study it and adopt 
it and get his people into it. Some check­
ing system th at will encourage visitation 
and definite results is useful. No two pas­
tors are likely to work just alike. B ut th at 
m an’s method is best which puts the most 
people to useful work —  for one reason, 
busy people do not fuss.

“ I speak as a man of the world to men of the 
world; and I say to you, ‘Search the Scriptures.’ 
The Bible is the Book of all others to read at all 
ages and in all conditions of human life; not to 
be read once or thrice through, and then laid 
aside; but to be read in small portions of one or 
two chapters a day and never to be omitted un­
less by some overwhelming necessity.” —  J o h n  
Q u i n c y  A d a m s .

Have you prayed this week for complete recov­
ery for missions, for the lost at home, for the 
hungry veterans? What joy  recovery will bring 
to the dear ones in “ the trenches” at home and 
over there.
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ume, we offer ten copies (our entire stock) at a reduced price of $1.15 each, 
postpaid.

Ministers with satisfactory credit rating may secure the complete set of 
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