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“BE OF GOOD CHEER?™

T would be difficult to imagine a condition of life more gloomy

than Paul’s natural outlook in his voyages to Rome as a pris-

oner of the state. He was a prisoner. That of itself is enough

to bring great depression of spirit, except for the grace of God.
As a prisoner he was not at liberty to travel freely. He was kept
in bonds, under the eyes of a guard day and night, and subject
to the scores of irritations that they alone realize who have lost
their freedom. He was facing the ordeal of a hearing before
Caesar, who had the power of life and death over Roman subjects.
An ordeal, a trial ahead has the power to bring great depression
of spirit. “Life would be endurable if it were not for this day
of fate awaiting,” we are inclined to think when facing a great
trial. And Paul was in the midst of a long and disastrous storm
at sea. The ship was crowded, it was winter, great storms had
been driving them this way and that for more than two weeks.
He was surrounded by wicked and selfish men, sailors, soldiers
and prisoners.

Yet Paul was the most cheerful man on board, and twice in
the chapter that records the account of the shipwreck we find
him exhorting the ship’s company to “Be of good cheer!” We
all love cheerful people. We may respect the dignity of wealth
and high office, we may admire the learned, and enjoy the skill
of the artist, but for daily living give us the cheerful man or
woman. Such a soul is like sunshine, warm, radiant and bright,
imparting health and good cheer to others along the journeys of

life— The Wesleyan Methodist.
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What Is Your Method of Prepar-
ing to Preach?
By the Editor

WELL known preacher was assigned the
A topic, “How | Prepare to Preach,” and
_ vvtas aéke(lj to prepare a paper on the sub-
ect, Ear
;[)reacherJ said he V\yas s0 accustomed to preaching
hat he could scarcely restrain himself, even in this
paper, and that he would much prefer to write on
‘How | Ought to Prepare to Preach,” for, said he,
“when | come to think of it in this organized man-
ner, | find that | do not actually prepare as | be-
lieve one ou?ht_.” But his topic ‘was_ confining, and
he went on telling how he actually did, and I"think
that was much more instryctive "and helpful than
would have been the case if he had been allowed
to write merely on the theory: for here we had the
true story of how a successful preacher went about
his prepdration, even though much of his plan was
not in strict keeping with“the usual rules for such

work.

Last week | read Dr, G. Campbell Morgan’s book
on “Preaching,” and found him sag(ln% at prep-
aration is an individual matter, and that although it
may be helpful to know how others do it, in" the
end the preacher must prepare in his own way, just
as he must actually preach in his own way.

Personally, | have sat and listened to a preacher’s
description of his preparation plans and have looked
at the many complicated devices he claimed to use
and then have gone awa¥ asking myself, “With all
that, why Is he not a better predcher?” But finally
| have settled down to the conclysion that if he is
no better with all this, he would probably be a
complete failure if his preparation were ordirary.

But of course the worst possible method is not
to have a method, and that IS a 8enume temptation
and a tragic danger, | think the Dest way IS t0 read
all the books dvailable, take as good “courses in
Homiletics as you can afford, listen to all they all
say, and out of it all develop the method that is
best adapted to you and your purpose.

Spurgeon was"a yer?/]_ usy preacher. After he
became established in his work at London Taber-
nacle he had a secretary who was a minister. Early
In the week Spurgeon used to give his secretary his

in his treatment of the theme tthrough his writings, wrote and read al
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theme for the_following Sunday, and the text, also,
If he could. The secrétary would go through' Spur-
geon’s wonderful library ‘and find™ everything pos-
Sible that related to the theme and the text and
would bring the books and pile them about Spur-
geon’s tablé with the marked references. Spurgeon
would then read all that was indicated, and then
%lve himself to the development of his theme.
. Campbell Morgan, on the other hand, always re-
fused to read anything special on his themé and
text until he had done hours of hard work himself.
Spurgeon’s method applied only to his Sunday
morning sermon. He worked on {_ust one sermon gt
a time, "so after the mornm% meeting on Sunday, he
decided on his theme for the evening service, and
made such preparation as he was able to make dur-
ing the afternoon. | have myself found it difficult
to"work on two sermons at once, although 1 seem
to be able to lay the first completely aside, once |
have it prepared, without being compelled to wait
until it is delivered. S
Dr. A. M. Hills, whose homiletical instinct was
a marvel to all who knew him either Per_sonally or
) | d read all his_sermons
during the first ten alears of his ministry. This toil
and sweat continued to bear fruit even to the end
of his long and useful life. His care in the beginning
saved him much hard work in later years.

Up to this point we have been concerned especial-
ly with material and its arrangement. But the prep-
aration of mind and heart are, if anything, of more
importance than  these. A saintly” man, a great
preacher, once said, “If | am expected to even lead
a prayermeeting, | should like to know about it a
few days or a week in advance. Not that | would
want so much to plan just what | would sa¥, but
that | might prepare my. mind and heart so that |
would be Teady in the spiritual sense,” | have never
been able to get ready to preach without a certain
amount of privacy. To this day | dread the occa-
sions when | must be “entertairied” up to the time
for the Rreachlng service to begin, and | cannot
fathom the minds of young pastors and evangelists
who want to go_sight seeing and on visits to friends
during the precious six hodrs that ﬁrecede the time
for standlng up to speak to men the words of this
life.  Confact with™ crowds has always had a
“grounding™ effect on me. On the days when |
Preach two or three times | seem to come out men-
ally and_spiritually exhausted, as well as Ph sically
wear¥. But I plan always to go to the pulpit rested
a{]dthull, r&o matter how tired and deflated T may be
at the end.

| know the modern pastor has usuallx to give
his attention to the Sunday school, and he cannot
literally “go to_the pulpit from his knees,” as the old
advice ‘read. But this only calls for an amendment
of his plan, not the abandonment of it. He may
need to make his retreat at an earlier hour, but he
should not shorten its time. To_ preach well, the
preacher should come to the pulpit physically rest-
ed, mentally_alert, well supplied with well arranged
material, spiritually anointed and far enough Te-
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moved f!]om socral drstr}actrons hat he is still frag-
rant with “odors from the garden o r%er
W ¥oun% mrnrster in a own 0 housang

ter 3/ do not have any real
grea hers At this town. T ex do not eem t0 have
nything definite to say, and t 0 not. seem

an rous to say that wit frce The stand in the
Pulprt in the ‘most sftrlted ashion, m ke estures of
he most unmeaningful and awkward sor Rea In
monotonous. tone Of voice and are o move
ﬁ unmovrn A tarde per cent 0 e e
ere do not ch:” but one cannot a
em muych. e summer the churches all

or the Sund even Jr%servrce and e\ren thent h
IS a very sma atten]a [ am afrar the reac-
ers o] t take their task seriously enough a
tpat ety do not deserve any better hearing t han

they ge
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But | started out to say that every preacher
should find or develop the method of preparation
best adapted to him and his purpose and ‘that he
should then rndustrrously revise, rmi)rove and work
that method. There 1s”| firmly believe, a growing
demand for good preaching. And by good preach-
ing, .| _mean” preaching in’" which a r\;ood sincere
Sprrrt filled man stands up and reads to people out

the Word of God, and then pours out upon them
from a hear hot with hoIK assron a well prepared,
well arranged sermon in which Is contained a definite

and timely message. for the people before him. And
by proi)er application to his task and. preparation
?r It, | believe every reader of these lines is capa-
ble of being, such a preacher. And may God ?rve
[qlrace and Wrsdom those upon whom He has Taid
IS selecting hand!

Thoughts on Holiness bom the Old Writers
Olive M. Winchester
The Carnal Mind

Because the carnal mipd rs enmity against God;

dpeedtcglasn A g otnCt 0 the law of God, neither in-

n\ou}r study of the natHre of the rnberng of i
in the a f man, we have stud IF Its 8ssentia
nature arc} now We turn fo some of the scriptur
terms an otée their si (Jfrcance ave aIreay
ana yzed the descriptive desi natron the old man,
and we ave as o rs ggcra su jeﬁ for thrls month
another re uen term ecarna mind
e sonhe others_that we ave noted
wou em at rrst sight to Indicat %spe ia enHt
In our being, but It”Is g urteg opabl hat Whe]

We qIve our Close attentro hall see that thrs rs
not rts |mlport ut wou re resent"to Lé g

and co? lon of qur mental powers, under t e
sway of a corrupting In Iuen )

What Is the Carnal Mind?

When we examine into the nature of the carna
mrnd he rrst Tea htb found In the margrrl]a
rea dnr? to zed Version.  This h
mrn %o t e flesh.” At once we s%e tha tt e car
nal mind js not a separate entit tend e
or bent within our n ture. Thr margrnal readl

re refen s t e orr Inal ver We nd rs a more exac

ns ation t e reading

omrngn o more rreo ana ySIh We ask frr]st
what 15 the Import 0 mrndrnd IS word In t
Greek 1s not a r?]urel rntelf yal ﬁerm The New
Testame?t 08s. have a ureK rﬁel ectuaI term and
hat rs ound rn the svent ter o Romans,
e e SRS, el Ol ol n W ot m'”
I m se? serve 1 h ? yof od t with
the faw of sin” W ile rn the Englrsh We

have the same word In the seventh and” In the

Jatt'hcha ters, | the reek the words are different
e in t e erg has a %réeater range and
r}c luges he affectiondl nature and other aspects

madnlfs in t(he word “mind.” we hav hrase
t?r Y ?Iesh" We S a‘
Suf ICAent at

“of lesh.”  The word “
in intensive study at a later date.

Eresent ma¥ be one or two statements reg ar rrrrnq

Irst 1t I he chref dwellin Place of sin, 't edI-
um thr?(t’ rc sin mani rtse hhs rscear

set orh JesevenA ﬁapter W w have
rea Gy referred.  Secon ord itself would seem
ri cate the appetitive nature as termed by the

der writers, o he source of urgesa nd drives, put-
trng the t ouroht in more re?ent parlance. [’ com-
rises the sensuous n%ture rom whence come the
otivating powers within man.

The mrndrg of the flesh then would be the
ominance of ‘the Iower powers r ma[rs nature
thelr suzerarnty within the sou These lqwer o
ers are always centered in self and seek Ifs exa
grgtn tIt is & state and condition revealed In certarn

vitjes.

Seekrn then for a more c%mglete understandrﬂg
of depra rg Wwe turn to the gran Mg e%
seem e urte lear on the natur e In-
bein o sin, athoug not so clear on the natureﬁ
entire sa cufrcatron He says, “Depravity IS wit
In us_and of us, not, howeve Sa P ysica entrty or
anty form of essentral exrs ence bu as a moral con-

ition or state % It 15 pelow conscrousness
and meaio ysical ou ht, but re\feas Itself rn
|ts actrY es: T es? actr\irt es are conc usrve

ItS rea rt}r and evi rts pure lry m%
Pysrg orm it 1s notesr rase in" thought i
his ﬁct 0es not In the “least hinder the  menta
apprehension of its rea rty Many things are De
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vond a rehens‘on in h{rr mode, yet fully ces-
ﬁrn |n elr realit now not 'the difference In
the inner st]ates 0 e lion and the lamb, but we
tFnow that there IS a ddff rence hrch dettermrne?] tne
erocity of the one and the gentleness of the other.’

The Characterization of the Carnal Mind

gvr V\g noted the inherent na(sure of the cama
next u]rn {0 the stu %Oot its. essentia

bﬁé“%%“%‘ﬂe nat 'usremabur tB s%ym %"V'”%aﬁnva'
Now' epmity IS a
rt/drtron

mind 1S enmr(n/ against God.”
%tate and con tr N a vFrg rea state an

N X S somFt Ing I a

the soul, we” think

we do_not think o
p?rtrcu ar_form u?r shape wit

It as tge S0 state and condition of bit-
terness and hatred. This much then for the nature
of carnalr

r] characiterrzatron ot the ca[]nal mind, we
would o serve at hJust as love js the copstitutive
orrncr e of the C Pstran experience an perfec
ove entrr% sanctificatjon, S0 en[nrtg direc
oroﬁosrte IS the cons Itutive Prrncrp f the carna
ind. If we stud

Iy e natyre of ‘evil men as they
EW pear eore us i t eScr t(ur narratrve we ee
rs evidence and e

tev 9 rrt as e
Ination o srn B r ey ew t e lives 0
evr men as t eﬁ/ ass efore US in the pages 0
nistory, we see how they hat e both man and’. God.

W?b'reess el indor djg rttrsaavtwya Ny

e same,
state an condrtron of_hostil rt?]/ the King om o?
l((3|oddand principally the divine Soverergn of this
Iaookrn% at the statement on?e more, we See that
0es not_say that the carna mind s an enemv
ut IS en rtg So Matt ew Henry c ents “
|not only .dn enemg]t tenmrt |tse I% W?t

r‘; %ron the soul from
o osrtron 0 soul a arns(s God, rt re eIs a?arnst
HIs In-

IS authorit ny abrts esign, opposes
ere ts there (f grreater nmrli}) An enem

mi e rcon re t enmity Cannot. Ho

P e e St
a] IS e?mrt od, our Creator, Owngr
RU ef] Bene

When we see ﬁf essential f]harac er of the car-
nal mind, who wou esrre t arpor It wrthrn thelr
breast? It rs a foe. of a Iover of evil, and
mori th an t at enmrﬁy arnst canpot he

o on

?arnja? mr dedness b

ame orate £55? ere IS on
ossrt%r rtrveand 5 at rst at Its defilement be urged

and t art filled with love.

Ca na -mindedness a Fatal State
Our text car res us farther In rts de?crrgtron of

he oarna min iVes us two more fact rrst

sthatrtrs otsu ect to the awo God
Ivaturfaéla‘ft state o rs not sub ect to t
aw of Go W #—I ess unto |
Lorg! AIoveess eart cannot Ifr the req urre-
ments of holiness, more o cannot g state of enmrty
How contrary the one is to the other! The direct
opposite 1s the state and condition.
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Not gnlty in this state and condrtror] the resent

statu ?] t_never_can be anyt ing else. savs

Matt Henry, e camal” mam may,

fhe power c?f vrne grace, be made subect t the
the “carnal mind never can: t

be broken and ex er]Fed See rbow wretche ?

the corruPt will of ma f enslaved to sin: as far

oa nal_mind pr val therﬁ IS no rnclrnatron

t e law o God ere Ore wherever_there IS a

c ange wrou toIt s y e power of God's grace,
not ee om of ‘man’s will.”

g rrn we see that he state of carnal-

Htrn g n ss s certainly a fatal ope. To have bhd

?Tmet In our hearts g allow it to she

Its ein

Heoate the h ence over our ? means that wi
ofiness o p

g est values i Ijfe, \t g God an
rt. No sup res%ron Wdl reduce Its er
Istence, no uman po er r(] hng elrver{aqce only
Ivine  grace, ~Than there 1s deliverance
hrist Jesus our Lord.
his inherent evil In Qur hearts. Each ta e we de-
rnelatte Its featHres It seems more hideous. Ifs
eta@/ Ica na ure 1s frcuIt ras [ts " mani-
sta s ar are not {0 vi that some
nj nrré)stS d: wrong . exrss wit rn Its
od at ther times I host g/ garnst
gerfona re so

utterance In bitter rajling an cursrn
uc a evr\ gVé/eoeu< A 1ﬂrvrsh to harhor
to lee fo the cleansi untarnoene 0use
of Davjd for sin ang udac eanness and find t egra
Your Piety Cannot Be Proved—
the office you hold in the church, or even in the

or eYo uent s rrﬁon

our a rtvC to have your own way in the

g r
THﬂS we bave sought to draw another. picture of
reall %ros e rnorg Intense, even ough its
trmes in utteh neﬂ lect 0
%eodpe not rom %ny
a et e of God, then rt
%urt [ manriests |¥3e1f in de%a ce of Gog finding
Wou?d1 We ot rathFr irst.op [rﬁortunrty
clous c’eansrng promise
mrné [)r/]
e well-phrased testimony, or by your able
affairs ot the cpu

By your tendency to be good when all is favorable
for_gog behavror

B ove you have for your family—that is,
natural affectron

But It Will Rather Be Shown—

what ou sa or do not say while under trjal;
our apility.fo ta geat in a Christian spirit;
our Chrr tian attrtu e toward those who have
wro

ouyr willingness to forgive every offense;
Ye fact b t you are ngot a s\fan)derer or back-

y the fact that you not only do no evil or speak
evrI but thatlvoud iro t feel evil:
your supreme love for God and His Church.
—T e Free ethodist.
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Today’s Need
By V. May Dorman

ARTOONIST for one four leadjn , ,
A sausrCh Rfl ors te[s s today s neede g Holt%)save thyself and them that hear thee’ (1 Tim.

?st eve[) one IS ca ing for a reat reacher said a Iong time ago, “What the
i glon é er% IS urcertainty abrwt)r wants and \Q/arts for to ay Is 4 strong, rue
ow rt shoud e started and by whom.” vital p reachrng of doctrine. The church must realize

As Wﬁ look ab ut .us on the \nreckaqe made h)y ﬁnew the Rre ious value of the ruh that Cﬁrrs
thOfe Who, resrsJ e rnsprratron o certa Frut f as given e must not conceal them nor cast
h rht ren er them of none effect one hem awanu she must brrn?nthem oyt rnto he Irght
Brgst we ak the %ue%tron How shall a reviva ress ome up Ind san ﬁars of mﬁ
e started and by wh ne must simplf fatement of them, So that
wpat thy ?o " "Better a

Certfainl wher there is no divine Savror f men men can ynaers an
there 13 noyChuri(h of Jesus Chrrst d th ee re n ﬂ?sﬁﬂ 0 {OCUIHG Wllh ajth In q [ the results,
need of a reviva How t e or It? an et Ical or a social gospe| of reform. ettﬁ
en Who ognnot see dark nes }enve 0ps fer)Vﬁ fire burnng on ﬁde a”ar of the ¢
them, would do well fo rn urre of rng In? the gead sou e and Into fe

11is said of Dayid’s et gt e Phrlrst ines that 3' f unlon wih the, CthC tFan an apostate

Davrd rndurked of the Lor as a noted writer, %} ugewarm ¢ thh with Go SI ent and | mov

How is 1t that such supernatural direct rons and as- e. Can a church function rt out a reviva
sistances a ot communrcated now7 ecause 3/ %ease tE\e Head 0 %ur% For Certarn It IS
are not as for: and the aren ske od will not re ar wrt anﬁr eree of favor
cause t are not expected: 8 are not anostasy or luke ﬂrmness e Church of Jesus

ecause men ave not fmﬂ] rist. ~ We 8we to heeé the words, “Woe unto
art gealse they are under a re?rned sthrrt of  Mem when I cepart from nem.
ism. an ve nQ spiritual Inte course with their _ In [salah we read of the watchmen “who stand
K ese It rﬁ Ltze sal hoy art near |n the #ace of t hg watch in the. house ﬁf the sﬁnc
thelr mout rom herr reins” (Jer. éw he. Lord” are sai g ets
In Jer m|a 12 We rea% Manydpastors tu errvorean not keeg silence. S%s Rev.
have destro erne arg 3 rodden m Iar e reat st tgroactbt em 1S
ortion undder foot fg aye made my pleasant that t[t T nnot bark; re&i
Bortrona solate wilderness.’ ers, S gar ovrn %re 0;95
? well to remember that what the Ho dy SJnrrt rnsatra eed rng emse]lves Wlth ﬁ
does for the ministr rn a revival ee S clothing themselves with the wool, Whl%
i G S et S TR e,
So( certain va]rn made vhe it.™ which 'ea s us ?OUH(? Han Ing on an rOVY N bd/ut e focq

have %reater redemgnon to of er_ Ch rtst an any Ccareless, avariciou a hire Ing
?r(i ter reconc|||at| and purrfrc %Om Has it h minist er rea IS WI out agitation an |smay
g ecomg a roc or G hat ﬁtrué a ie, or at Small wonder t aslto oomotang omorrag

are upon us Wrth he hholding of the rare an
mm r:go S%n erstan Igg t an ertrr i notmég wﬁmo recroFt)rs truths Chrrst has given tﬂe Church—{r thi

they know no cease rde hrch an e can secure to fer the.ultimate and
un er hesadowo Q AT % ¥] vict %yo her crevement in Christ.
we eremrne ha d has left Him seven refore,

%r y would b heard amon tpe
%n souls ? the IW 05e mIHdS have trons 0 he earth, we must astﬁ n to ? the

n t been *corru te i t s n g rist of Calvary and value anew the souls Christ
(hrrs ng equiled thr ugv lt)et ox e sel- led 10 save.
Fruﬂrm 0, 8¢ eetr g an ou Iarrng oéeroalran oun atrgn
5, _Words SAOree\[r]vet eré)su%(t)Lr“Jeremrah th Ia;&rorh “The celestia Hdeaven
e ce es lal wor|d comes, with meanin U
T rou%%r the Aptostle Pet G%drh deec are lifting power to us when we t hrnt< rPrt as he?n nEe
9 t must ‘begin at the house of ? of \mat and good men .whom we have . loved
ete 417 til these foundatron ruths a oW ittle 1s t rs attraction com are wrth the

a

%rva an hg ”qt%arlll!s G dn t hfuqulrer%ag\hedd Wg atttﬁe“r(r)rragnet whor sdrrom Cnnshea(r:t hlgavlennwe?d@
beljeve it sae a tere eno fes ations te magnet w hrch will draw the pure in hear
n velation 0 esus rr unto through"Its ates into His rmmedrat resence, an
yselt, sa?{s our blessed Lord, an unto t e doc- the plre in heart only; they only shal

see God."—
trrne contihue n them: for in doing this thou shalt  Selected.
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The Preacher and His Prayer Life*
P. H. Hampsten

HE SUbhrCt under drscussrgn IS not a new sae Whe her Jte crowd be large or small. . The

One. Inent writers and renowned ora- E ac er W e ends u on the crowd for his In-

tors have expounded everg phase of It. The Iration WI e ans h ve many a %m\ptatron to

most we can hope to do S Stir up our minds aneWrscouragemen Ive everythi Og P, dl there

witn the help of the Holy Spirit. be on gy Qne rn he servrce and’ f God be in the
There are th drvrsaons of this subect “The messae It will bear fruit.

Preac er, Himself,” and “His Pr%%er Life.” Nafur- eacher must guard aFarnst Erofe sional-

r
h/ We are more rnterested In what a man is than rsm lest thg Brble become mere not
W]a does. _Therefore a few words in regard to a reservoir for ersonal spjritua fres ment;
the_ministers of the Lor are necessary. est pur pray ers eco e a something for others and
or personal nees

The uestron mr ht he ked Who 1 rs preachﬁr7 not
|ctronar scrr rm as onewopreac

es The rea&her mys a rn erson The

|scourss g a sacre roreli rouE subech words t g onac urc doo rbacks lide,”

22 One who  teaches or rnculcat nyt mg It are a sa ap,t. There is no at trve We mus

eafnestness and zeal. We believe t at a’preacher or R dl csr €. Praxer sh ou ehsecon
rp]rm?ter of the Lard |s ttrn it In th% words oJ tre of the Chrrstral mrater Be oL g

fda A M. g erson who Is Go (ssard of Pau rmme rateIK after rs Damds-

called, God anornted an 0 gHs reo\a eexpsegrenacree e reacmers i (pastors

rr Lherﬁt&r%f Q”ﬁtaﬁf gr”| aa B&S?n%‘ﬁr ”g”ﬁ.t be, | ﬁ pray, alr%% them that revaasg og church vrctorres
woman). s right In hrs ¢ agtrons can e nly through prayer and faith,

Wn Gad, his fellows Qme an quoting to hem Hr at and precious promises of the

that he Is to]groclar j‘he ministe Soutgta blessings t hat will be theirs if thep will ‘but pray.

sen 0 to carr orwar the wor This we should do, and must continue o do, but

rn
g%g Noth rn can t]ake his é/ ac? The Hrumphs how ahout ourselves do we pray? Are we avrn the
of the press and he ac levements of the schagl, the  experiences of answered prae that we tell hat IS
arveI US advances, ot science, not one Hor all com- for them?  Should not t he preachers be example for
Ined can take the place of Christ’s preacher the others to follow? The quiet hour, prayer, that
A remarkabl charac errsthcdrstrnpurshes the Chrrs rrgrd discipline which we like to impose on others,

tian mrnrstr rom every other profession or calling should be enterprrsed by ourselves.
A s to what Chrrstra mrnrster sno Id be Was stated
\ President Woodiow Wilson rnh t is not by mental powers, but through the con-

'ﬁ ad heesschor d drtron of he hear that mrnrsters succeed In_their
efo

9roup of. ChflStﬁ\Snt Workers He sal work. “Thoughts t hat breathe and words that burn,”

a0 THRer TSt be something, before e can dso roceed from°lips. hat bave. been ouched with ‘a

ﬁ?g’n WOI’EIS ; ajroaecsterroan tgrrsor(r) are e Pve cae. from off the e, of prayer. A few wor

kind 0 a ch racter A awyer the. Judge ad 0 escrr e true Prar( Prayer”is a burden of a
look il | the evidence. Likewe it io soof fne SN € he fall '”%% eal, the upward glancing of an

{ned cal ro e%sron A doctor mA Qt not he Chrrstran eye, when none but God is near

in chara ter tif he IS a good"doctor, hrssrvrces Prayey is poth %dutg aLprIV”ege It. is 0

are af1 Ivatron annot exist in the

much “of a duty t
" |Ss rr\rNoemand r'}'é’stsg%gv'gret m argﬂt’e(f ol nearts of thoseyWho drsregar it. Pra tﬁr IS a mrp

istry that cann rendered i er way.
Wh%‘JO(')SkQOVho rsm bhe reaceor r;e)eTfac o sa% canyreac h % t?te way of Hetrone of prayer
r amenta mtegnty, hen is mee 5 a gha %ty, sard q mother concerning”her wayward boy. Trench
ving T ? per IS one means of grdce that nerther my
1 The first reqursrte then for a preacher is tg rrends nor enemies can reject.
ewmat Gotlt I%have im fo ber charagter, an ray%r IS possrblrp J)reachers reaflest sourfce of
hen GWH 0 wihgt. God Wans fim- 1 d G0 divine' bless ngs 2 d t st usell 0
as grven esouIso nrnéqhour arf)d soevery  means of? the reformer, rmarked
person who unites W|t urch o t e Nazarene “The hest ns ructron We receive on divine subjects,
and thOﬁeW 0 attend our %ervrces P Ve % he ee Is obtarned In answer to prayer.’
Bg ofatee Jelrvea Into the hands q Inistr As to the time, posure and form of prager e
tha

p H lnng upon, us o Iea them Into t e care IrttIe about.” Tt Is our ones copvict
rrfg way of noliness and heaven. Dare any man God does not hear us so much time we pray,
us be untrue to our task? or what We(pra?/ for, as He does for What We %
2. A preacher should give his best in every mes- oweve( three renLair s ma ermrﬁ fg
*Paper read at the Dallas District Preachers’ Meeting- ere. (1) So far as possinie ever m|n| ter shou
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have a certain secret place fo pray. It is easier to
get into the atmo%phere of prayer, not so many
Strange things to detract. Daniel had his in his
room. (22 mploy a certain time to pray. Here
is where the devil gets in his work and Tobs one
of the blessings that-are his if he will_but pray. Al-
most everything imaginable, and. not imaginable, will
interfere 0 keép oné from praying. _
The attitude of Spurgeon could be_followed with
profit. While he was ‘In London, Queen Victoria
and he became close friends. One daythe queen was
riding in_her chariot and passed by "Mr. Spurgeon’s
study. She commanded a servant”to announce her
desire to interview him. He was on his knees in
?rayer when the message came. He said, “Please
ell'the queen that | am having an interview with the
King of kings, and cannot come.” We should let
nothing comé between us and our prayer life.
_Is It possible that some of us havé got interested
in other things, or nothing, and are neglecting this
all important” phase of our life? A friend sdid he
was with his Nazarene pastor on a trip for two weeks
and not one time did he hear or see him in prayer,
not even giving thanks when they ate. A paStor
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said, “I had an evangelist in my home for two weeks
In a meeting. Not one time did | see him on his
knees in prayer.” These no_doubt are exceptions,
but brethren,” we must pray if we win, _

Another thing about our’praying is it must be in
Jesus’ name.  Jesus said, “IT y€ ask anything in my
name | will do it.” A namé stands_for the whole
character of the person or P_Iace. Those who are
chosen to represent great firms are those whose
characters are undisputable, and are_in good stand-
ing with the company; so likewise, if wé are to get
answers to our prayérs we must_have undisputable
characters and De in good standing with the Lord.

Just one more thought and that ‘is an example of
God answering ong’s prayers.  George Mueller left
this testimony” saying, “If | should say that during
my fifty-four yedrs “and nine months that | have
been a” Christian, | have had 30,000 prayers an-
swered in the same hour or, daz that the” request
was made, I should state nothing but the truth in the
sight of God.”  God says He_ IS no respecter of per-
sons, If we live right, and will pray He will answer.
To live right, to please God, and "to be successful,
we must pray.

How to Secure Seekers

Warren H. Marvin

N the realm of instruction we put_ ideas into the
mind. This is the conveyln% of information by
exhortation, explanation, “lecture, or_illustration

which chiefly illuminates an idea. The mind is al-
ways on thé defensive to challenge the correctness

of any_statement. Deductions have no power of
persuasion. The heart, emotions, motives are reached,
rt1_ot through the reason, but through the imagina-
jon.

Persuasion does not state or affirm nor work pri-
marily with the mind or reason. Persuasion works
in the realm of the imagination. Persuasion is an
appeal to feelings. AIl" desire is emotional and
springs out of the heart. We want things with our
hearts not our heads. In persuading we purpose to
arouse within the heart feelings for that which we
have to offer, so we P-a'”t a word picture of the
deh%hts, comforts, satisfaction, or advantages of
what we have to offer. If we were selling €lectric
fans we would picture a cool breeze; or if"we were
selling soap, we would picture a beautiful bride;
or if ‘we were selling property insurance, we would
picture a bundmgD in flames. ~ In reality we are not
selling fans but breezes, not soap but beauty, not
insurance but protection. So when we awaken de-
sire for salvation, we must picture the advantages
of salvation, and. picture the consequences of the
ne%lect_ of salvation. Remember to picture* not
state, if you would persuade.

Emotions, not thoughts, control desire. Desire
means want, and a man longs for things with his

heart or emotions, Desire recognizes a lack and
that your proposition will satlsf?/ that lack. Desire
IS proportional to amount of pleasure or pain rep-
resented with the picture or proposition, Desire
has for its object something which will bring pleas-
ure or get rid of pain, immediate or remote, for self
or others. Any idea which suggests, gratification of
desire is apt to be followed by emotion.

In persuading, arouse emotions in the prospect for
your proposition. How? By gettln% your hearer’s
Imagination started by pictures. Not until the im-
agination stirs the hearer to suggest to himself what
he might be if he possessed the offered proposition
does he have desire in his heart. The great force
of suggestion is due to the unconscious Impulse to
imitate, which it produces. Hence arouse desire by
vivid images of satisfaction. Ideas of the near often
raise a stronger desire than the remote.

Strike when the emotional iron is hot. As fuel
must be consumed to raise the temperature of water
aggv_en number of degrees, so vivid_ pictured ideas of
individual triumph Or sorrow raise emotions. A
series of emotional impulses may be necessary to se-
cure action. Hence the need of several emotional
motives and pictures in your sermon if you want
seekers. Never attempt to awaken the emotions of
your hearers without ‘presenting the emotional ob-
ject so clearly that the_¥ are capable of forming a
vivid mental Image of it. Human emotions areal-
ways awakened Dy strong form of imagery. No
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orator can sway the individuals of a crowd who does
not succeed In strrrrng their emotions.

No man Brooeeds to action. but bg means of de-
srrg or impulse, and the esrre ring a opt an
IS er o0 a motrve otives.are emotional, but
gr ?t] s]emotrona IS not moth\re Aser on ma
e Tille Wrt emotional matter which wil
struct and entertain, and yet have no motives
secure no action, or seekers. In our pregu oe
against emotions, let us not throw away motives, the
S rrn s of action; for the evang%lrst who apBeaIs
p 0 reason and conscrence IS” doomed to Secure
seekers. Man evange rstrc sermons fail to se-
cur seeﬁers ecau{ rRpea onIy to the reason
min awaken no emotion or desire.

(I}/l tives are an appeal to the emotrop]s of ho e
and fear, by the medium of pictures which revea
the c nsequ r'ces of ¢ orce Prcture rné e Imagl n]a
tion the result of a certain ling o t

conayct an

hearer 15 led to abandon It. onstruct in rma%ma-

Hon the a vantaoes of a standard of life and Vour
earer will' imitate it. Picture what you would or
would not have imitated. I your sermon or any
pvrto It ole)s not. [%resent pictures of oonse%uences

ich may be Imitated, It Is rnstruptron d not
persuasron Persuasion ‘pictures results and conse-
qJuences.

To awaken hope, present vrvrp concrete pictures
of éhe Igreatness \20 gne?s faith uIness and love of
Icture 8 onderful Savior.  Picture the re-
sults of a wonderful salvation. Picture the results
of righteousness as the favor of God and his watch-
care “and mercies.
To awfaken fear prcture the holiness, jUS ice_and
power rcure God’s aversron to sin as
evealed in Hrssr pments as Lot s wrfe Picture
Pe cons%quepce sin,., Pl turﬁ he reaéarng J
the wrat God, "h life, deat udg
eternity. Make our earer the benefattor or t he
victim™ of he rcures of conse uences of choice

Ygu%mgarer Wi hrnk o/(hrmse?t/v “Weha\t“#d Fa)rltcrtrrl;erfe

better do somgthing abqut Dramatrze
the hopes and fears ote your audrence

[t sno udgment or belief which stirs up. emo-
tion, ht (9 a Fan 0 hect # tted to rartrf

disapp rnt an affection or desire (a hynian erng
In trouble raises pity, the trdumah of. vrrtuous ma
excrte? ad rratron e es us rls
not 0 eY)r genera but 0 some rndrvr | evi
as arn ereavément, etc.. emotion is excrte when
\tlheesea\ee lgn idea of ‘ourselves or others exposed to

Vi

Everu] eva 9elrst should give some ins ruct}on
either g st ?ermons or a serles, or r{r B irst
part o hrs revival sermon.  But he ‘should bear in
mrnd Gat Wheﬂ he IS Instr ctrnﬂ he 1 not persuad-
gan when he IS ersua g els not In ructrnﬂ
H mustaskhrmseJ “What do | Wan p 0 or-
stryct or to persuade, in thrs sermon ewans
seekers ?must per uade rtl ppearnlﬂ with ihe
mo rvesp hope and fear. Orfe successt evan% s

IS closing service uses no Instructive materia
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but frIIs hrs? tire sermon with grctured motives, a
Rearng} ear, Fear motives are stron?er t
ope motives; the use of noth gives varje
influence of motives over mrlnd |s much a
o gavrtatron In the aterra universe. No man wil
ttn to religion une he sees It 10 be an object
rmportance If he sees and feels no anger- he
erl take no action.
Use of illu tragons in_revival work we are in
r+e realm of t “ and WI” rather. than in that
he reason or Intellect, While the instryction o
the hearer has its_place in the %ospel meeting, that
lace is a subordinate one. The ‘will, not srmpIy
he judgment, Is the object of attack, and instruc-
tion”has value only as It has power over the vo-
Irtrons In movrnq the will, ideas are powerful
only as_they appeal to the feelings, as they reach
the” motives; the springs, of choice and action. The
purpose to effect immediate results, to move the wil
0 actron must govern the evangelrstrc worker in
every phase of his activity. His plans and ways of
Workrng the choice of his themes, the arran?ement
of his materials, the methods of his address, afl must
obey the rule of this idea.

he material used in most evangelistic sermons
falls into the mental group, and thel many wonder
why o few seekers. “The number of seekers would
be “greatly increased if more would place the last
two-thirds of their evangelistic sermon material in
the emational group. Recast abstract doctrinal state-
ments _into motive pictures, showing consequences
of choice of right or Wron an( note the increase. in
the number of seekers. Spend less time in talkrng
price and copditions and more about the picture
results, benefits, advantages, satisfaction and enjoy-
ments present and eternal; or, on the negative side
paptulreonhe consequences of the neglect of so great
val

May this aid you to a more fruitful ministry.

Personal Conservation

It is easy to lose_the reajl sprrrt of Fhrrstranrty
The weeds” o am rtron and a desire for personal
% rowW easr\xl in the %ar en of our hearfs. It r%
ecessar hat econst I}/ IOY the meanso
grace rn order 8 efep ﬁ eal gg t of rel rpron ln
ur fives. A study o Astor hristianity wi
show that it has been hrn ere the house of its
devotees more often than eIsewhf
Christi CIans Is well-nigr rnvrn%rb
y imbued with the sgrrr of C

AII erson} s who rlnk serrously on the_ state of
rel rgro %e will realize that there is a ver
Pre t need deepening of the sprrrtual pow [

he lives of Hreseht dah/1 hristians. ‘the midst

ap agan world, the re nant must not al rg
ver cessar here ore, that Chrrstrans sou
g temsevs pa[yer an Br e stuty Y
serroum/ cutv ate In their lives the real spirit
of Chrrst— rch of Christ Advocate.

compan
rISe if it r horoFt)rg
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The Pastor—His Greatest Problem

Preston Pirtle

HE pastor is one called of God; called to do
a special work for Him. That no one taketh
“this honour unto himself but he that is called

be a positive experience. = There must be warmth
and sincerity apout it. His tasks are a drain upon

_him—spiritually as well as physically. He cannot

of God as was Aaron” is as true of the Christiaafford to become “professional”"in his work. It is a
ministry as of the Jewish priesthood. To the pastgrroblem to maintain a daily close fellowship with his
God has entrusted a small Pornon of His work; teavior if he is to be a true representative.

Him is the Rastor responsible and to the work must
he be a faithful steward. In a very great sense the
9Iory of Christ, the interests of His kingdom, and
he “eternal destinies of men are entrusted to the
pastor’s charge.

'Tis not a cause of small iviport
The pastor’s care demands;

But what might fill an angel’s heart
And filled @ Savior’s hands.

They watch for souls, for which the Lord
Did heavenly bliss forego;

For souls, which must forever live
In raptures, or in woe.

— Selected.

~This g||_ves us the true position of the pastor. He
finds inlife, however, a series of events which work
to the contrary, which bring him to the front. When
a young minister attends one of our colleges he en-
rolls in"certain classes— classes which tend to_call at-
tention to himself. QOne professor takes. his. voice
and asks the p_roslpec_tlve minister to notice its in-
tonations and _inflections.. In one class he must
watch his diction, his adjectives and relative pro-
nouns. In another his sermons are criticized while
in another his doctrinal beliefs are closely examined,
As one writer has said, “All young men come out
of the seminary more or less introspective and self-
conscious. It “is inevitable.” But when he_ enters
his life’s work the process alread¥ begun is con-
tinued. He cannot work in some Tar-away corner;
he is called to the front. He is always ‘Speaking,
praying, reading in public. His good qualities are
ﬁrause_ and his bad ones are criticized. Someone
as said that “the building of himself is suggested
not by demons but by the"saints.” Then hiS tasks
have a way of drawing him away from his true mis-
sion. They become more complexed and involved
until he must fight to_remain a minister and not be-
come a “handy man.” All of these things tend to
focus the attention of the mipister upon_himself. It
Is @ problem to remain a follower of his Master as
he endeavors to lead his church. “I will build my
church,” said Jesus.

This leads us to a second problem of the pastor
as a man. It is that of his personal life, ~While
the work of the minister consists of studying the
Bible,  of praying and attendln? religious * services
there is a_great need of personal and private devo-
tion. It is often said that the church will rise no
higher than the pastor’s spiritual level. His must

A sincere and honest Christian life is essential but
it is not all. It is the pastor’s problem to develop,
not only his inner relationship with God, but his
oyter relationship with man.~ While jt_ is impos-
sible to please all men P/et we are enjoined to do
50 as far as it is possiple. Paul said,” “Wherefore,
If meat make my brother to offend, 1 will eat no
flesh while the ‘world_standeth, lest | make my
brother to offend.” There are some things in a
layman’s_life that may be overlooked. but which in
a ‘pastor’s life may become a stumbling block, It
IS the pastor’s problem to live a consistent, whole-
some Christian life with as little offense as possible.

No pastor can be a success if he does not grow.
He must keep alive spiritually, physically and ‘men-
tally. There may be some meén who are born before
their time; we are sure there are some men who
die before their time. The}/ may not be physically
dead but they are dead so far as their field of serv-
ice is concerned. It is the CPas_tor’s problem_to keep
alive.  We have mentionea his spiritual life. He
must watch his physical health also, 1t is the medi-
um through whicki he expresses himself. He may
drive his Car carelessly until it breaks down, for he
can exchange it. But when his health breaks he is
through. He must keep alive mentally also. There
must e a search for new ideas, new ‘methods, new
solutions to problems, an expansion of knowledge and
a (]zreater understanding of life about him. ~

n meetln? these problems the pastor will be
taking steps toward solving his other Problems _both
as a pastor and as a_preacher. The last mentioned
deserves further consideration. Paul stated that it
has pleased God_to save the world hy the foolishness
of preaching. Preaching 1s becoming less popular.
Manyrwnl go anywhere rather than to"hear a preach-
er. They may even go to _church if there is some-
thing “miore dttractive.”. Preaching—preaching the
truth mterestmglfy and instructively—Is a problem.
If the problem of the pastor as a man has heen con-
sidered seriously then ‘the problem of preaching will
not be so great, for the sermon is the man. In many
callings of life the man may be divorced from his
work.”™ That is, the artist may paint a beautiful
scene while his character may be far from beautiful.
Not so with the preacher. What he preaches must
not_only harmonize with what he is but it must
Serng, and does sprmﬁ, from what he is. It is not
the good voice, nor the eloguence, nor vocabulary,
as good and helpful as these are, but what he 1
that makes his preachlng. The man himself, what
he has been through the week, yes, through the
months previous, and what he is niow in Christ Je-
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sus will determine the strength and effectiveness, of
his sermon. It is the pastor’s problem to hide him-
self in Christ so that it is he who preaches, yet not
he but Christ who preaches through him.

The Meaning and Purpose of
Evangelism*
Paul H. Garrett

VANGELISM is “an_earnest effort to spread
the gospel of Jesus Christ_and bring men to
a decision for Christ.” Evangehsm, In its
broad sense, is any effort to contact people to bring
them under the nfluence of the gospel and the
church. The deep meaning of evangelism is not
found until there has been etfected a transformation
in the lives of those contacted. The spirit of evan-
gelism may find an outlet through the flow of the
writer’s pén, through the impassioned heart of a
Sunday school worker, or through any means that
will bring a pause in which eternal values may be
considered_ thoughtfully. o
Evangelism is not an end in itself, but the means
to an end; . the instrument, used by the Lord and
man, working together, by which” the chords of
sympathy, love and understanding may be made to
Ive forth melodies of praise to the Prince of Peace,
song, rightly sung, may arouse latent energies that
can be turned into channels of usefulness and serv-
ice in the glorious work of soul-winning. = A conse-
crated life, with the light of eternity burning bright-
ly within, may be the agency that’ God can usé to
bring enlightenment to those whose ears are deaf to
the Spoken word and whose eyes are closed to the
printed page. _
What we are ma}/] serve as g wedge to gain en-
trance into a closed heart that will have noné of that
which we say. The true meaning of evangelism is
made up of @ persistency and patience, The courage
of Joshua, the tenderness and sympathetic spirit Of
Jeremiah, the boldness of Daniel ‘and the aggres-
siveness of Peter and Paul coupled with the compas-
sion_and soul-love of the Master will reveal the full
significance of the spirit of soul-wmnmrg. The per-
sistency of Elijah, the faithfulness of Efisha and the
oble_dlence of Abraham have a definite place in evan-
elism.
! Evangelism is that spirit of romance and_adven-
ture that makes the commonplace things of life glow
with the light. of eternity. Under its” impelling in-
fluence, all"things right and honest, are seen as the
providence of God to’lead men to a saving knowledge
of Jesus. Evangelistic fervor looks upon no task @s
_elnt[] too hard nor any endeavor as beln% too dif-
ficult if by it all a squl’may be pointed to the Lamb
of Calvary. The Sﬁll‘lt of ‘soul-winning is the spark
that sets fire to all the abilities and energies of human
lives causing them to burn intensely in all condjtions
and environiments of life. This spirit is not damp-
ened nor dulled by time, discouraged by opBosmon,
nor diverted fromits goal by devils or men, but ever
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carries forward the burning torch over desert lands,
over mountains and through_raqmg torrents until
entirely spent, it prostrates itself Pomtln% toward
Its objective, the winning of the world to C

Whien Jesus looked upon either an indjvidual or a
multitude, the first thing He saw was spiritual need.
It is in the fulfilling of this need that we find the
%urpos_e of evangelism. It has been the duties of

hristians of all a?es, to sPeak clearly in the light
what God has disclosed in the darkness and to pro-
claim from the housetops what they hear in quiet
hours of meditation, We are not’responsible” for
the truth: that is God’s responsibility, but we are
res%onsmle for its Rroclamatlon_. We are to testify
to. God’s truth by the way we live, what we say, the
things we abstain from “doing and neither ridicule
nor persecution s to deter us from courageous wit-
nessing. - The purpose of evangelism seems to be
twofold in its nature. It provides for the salvation
of both the speaker and the hearer. As Dr. Bresge
said, “We are debtors to every man to give him the
?ospel in the same measure as we have received it.”
n taking the good news of salvation to others we
save our own souls. “He that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it.”

The imperatives of the gospel, go, tell, work, and
endure may seem thankless and " fruitless tasks at
times, but by such does Christ propose to reach the
world. The"aim of evangelism is to carry the mes-
sage of salvation to all we can, by every means we
can, as often as we can, and as long as 'we can, for
out of it there will come a great company of re-
{jeetrrr]ledLsméls who otherwise would never have turned
0 the Lord.

rist.

The Preacher*s Beatitudes

1. Blessed is the preacher who knows how to
preach.

2. Blessed is the preacher who lops off his intro-
duction.

. 3. Blessed is the preacher who varies the pitch of
his voice and rarely shouts. _

4, Blessed is the preacher who knows when he is
through.

If5. Blessed is the preacher who preaches to him-
se

6. Blessed is the preacher who preaches on great
themes.

. 1. Blessed is the preacher whose sermons are ar-
ticulate and progressive.

8. Blessed is the preacher whose sermon is a
unt|ty vtvnh a definite aim and every superfluous word
cut out.

9. Blessed is the preacher who rarely uses the
pronoun “I.

10, Blessed is the preacher who is not constantly
coaching the congregation when to rise up and when
tositdown.

11, Blessed is the ﬁreacher who knows that the

object is the end and the subd'ect only the means to
an"end—The Christian Century.
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Promoting Our Church Paper

HOW TO SECURE AND MAINTAIN A LARGE
SUBSCRIPTION LIST FOR THE
HERALD OF HOLINESS

FOR two years before | succeeded in getting the
- Herald of Holiness into ninety-two homes {only
sixty-five of these homes were members of the local
church), through the_courte?ﬁ of the Publ|sh|n%
House ‘I received special bundles of the Herald o
Holiness and gave out samples durln% each revival
meeting. This of course was a double blessing; these
?eople_recelved a message, which increased their in-
erest in the church; it also increased their desire to
subscribe for the paper. _

[t is not difficult to interest all new converts in
taking the paper;  hence, the best time to secure
their “subscription is soon after beginning this new
life. It is easy to show them that™they ‘must have
good reading matter at hand.

This, year | have personallﬁ spoken to each and
every individual member or head of the home, as
to the importance of taking the Herald of Holiness.

As to the best method 0f securing subscriptions:
we have found many are willing to" subscribe, but
as many Iaborm_? eople do not see how they can
SRare a dollar, if they find they can pay monthly,
they are wﬂlmg to tr%/ that method. During the past
eighteen months of the subscription list, the dollar
was paid while they were receiving the paper. The
Plan has worked well as no one has refused to pay
he full amount. _ _

| do not find it advisable to take church offermFs
and send the Herald of Holiness without any obli
gations; they do not appreciate it as much.

| am haway_to say that in every home where the
Herald of Holiness is taken, the people are loyal to
the entire_church program, and it 'is not difficult
to get action on any aggressive program.

At the present time we have the entire ninety-two
subscriptions, with all addresses, arranged in alpha-
betical order; these are being transferred to a Iargle
chart called the Subscription” Chart, with eight col-
umns, as follows:

Name and Address  Ist column: place in square
number of new subscriptions each month.
2nd column: place in square
number of renewals each month,
_3rd column: place in square
date of expiration.

The following four columns are headed “monthly
payments” at"25¢c a month. This chart will be placed
In "the church prayer room that all may know their
standing, and ‘it is thus easier for the Herald of
Holiness agent, appointed bK the church board, to
keep a correct record of each subscription.

Iam very enthusiastic about keeEnng the list per-
petual, and’ | am convinced that this method will
work—E. E. Turner, Pastor, Broad Street Church
of the Nazarene, Newcastle, Indiana.
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A Lesson in Pronunciation
Horace G. Cowan

HE proper pronunciation of names and  other
Twords in reading and speaking is essential in any

company or upon any occasion, and
pass as a well-informed person attention should be
given to the construction and accent of words which
at the first glance seem to be hard to pronounce.
This is especially important on the part of Sunday
school teachers, preachers and others who are called
upon to read the Scriptures. Many Scripture names
and other words are long and dnfamiliar to the
average person, and the redder or speaker Is temPted
to pronounce them as they look to him, rather than
d|V|d|ng1 the words into Syllables and_pronouncing
each syllable separately and correctly. Thus Amina-
dab, Naasson and Zorobabel may “be pronounced
without difficulty by giving heed to" the syllables and
noticing where “the ‘accent should be “placed. A
self-pronouncing Bible or a school or _unab_rldgied
dictionary with" a “Guide to Pronunciation” in the
front part, will be of much assistance to the reader
who wishes to use words correctly. It will not be
necessary, therefore, for the reader to pronounce Ca-
per-nn-um as Cap-a-«wr-ni-um, Getlwew-a-ne as
Gen-se-mane, or _h|-||pP-| as Philip-pie; or to re-
sort to the expedient of the old-time illiterate of
calling every long name and hard word, “Moses.”

In like manner con-cw-pis-cence need not be. called
con-pi-sence, dis-qui-et-ed, dis-quit-ed, or id-io-jyw-
cra-sy, id-1-0s-in-cra-zy. Preachers have been kriown
to have used these words in the manpner here in-
dicated. Would it not be well to train prospective
preachers in the art of pronunciation at our Bible
schoals and colleges? But in the absence of such
training every preacher or teacher ought to |[‘l)_ro-
cure for his use a self-pronouncing Bible" and a 'ﬂh
school dictionary, at |east, and study them carefully
before reading the Bible in public.

Tithing Literature
Pamphlets— Bulletins— Tabloids

The famous Layman Literature distributed by Thomas
Kane for fifty years.

_The lowest cost, most ([;enerally approved and maost widely
distributed tithing _ literature in” print.  Nonsectarian, nori-
controversial, practical and readable.

For $1.00 we will send to any address, on approval,. 40
Bamphlets, 3" four-page bulletins, and_20 two-page tabloids,
y about 40 authors, “This includes a Tithing Account Book,
two playlets, and “The Scriptural Basis for”the Tithe.” It
contains’ ever¥th|_n%,we publish, making over 560 pages on
the subject ot Tithing.

“Winning . Financial Freedom,” an extremely. convincing
pamphlet will be sent free of charﬂe to any minister upon
r%queﬁt, enough copies to supply all the lay officials of his
church..

When you write please, mention the preacher’s Magazine,
also give your denomination.

The Layman Company, 730 Rush Street, ChiCﬂgO.

if one would
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Divine Providences Are Realities

When the Titanic started on_her first and._ only voyage
she was declared unsinkable. There were within” her “hull
sealed compartments any half of which were sufficient to
float her._ The crowds that sailed on her were gay. and
worldly. The list of Tpasser]gers read like a social and finan-
cial “who’s who.” The richest men_ of the world vied in
regaling each other. A proud captain directed her course.

She’ll be back, the crowd shouted! And the crew amened
them. Many persons in Europe hooked passage for the
trip. . Others tried to and could not, a few changed their
bookings.  Some for one cause and some for “another.
Among_ the list were two ministers, one with a long record
ﬁ'f service, and another with a long future stretching before
im.

B. Carradine was ,en%aged in a series of meetings in Eng-
land, which closed in Time for him to sail to America oOn
the_ ship. He booked his passage, hut a_neighboring congre-
gation prevailed upon him to remain with them for a two-
week campaign, and he canceled his trip! = God had other
Plans by which he should close a long ministry of service
han by death on a regaling ship!

~ Ed and Mae Roberts—he one of seven Roberts brothers
in the ministry—were also conducting a revival in Eﬂ.ﬁ-
land, slated to_ close in time for home-going on the i
fated vessel. God had been blessing In the meeting.. The
glor¥ had been falling. Souls were “praying through™ in the
old-fashioned way. There was shoufing on earth as Well
as in heaven! Newborn souls were singing the new song of
the redeemed. _

“Cant you glve Us another week?” the congregation asked.

“I'm hooked to sail home on the Titanic,” the evangelist
responded. ,

“Cancel Plour bookings!” they urged. . _

After a long season Of prayer God directed the evangelist
to return his"ticket and remain, with the cqngregatlon an-
other week. There was a divine. urge which drove him
to make the decision, for on this side the Atlantic meetings
were tslated and anxious congregations were waiting for his
ministry.

A ,feyv d%ys out from England the Titanic passengers were
reveling.. They danced, dined and drank until midnight.
Their wine flowed freely. Moral standards were blown with
Ehe ﬁea-wlmds into the" spray. Such a night of mad de-
auchery !

Thenythe climax! ~Providence had been tempted long
enough.  God’s hand whipped across the North Atlantic.
The “icy breath of the north wind scooped into the sea
and ?repared a burial ground which the nations could not

forget.
1ghe crash shook the vessel. The crew _%umped into action
—passengers swirled onto the deck—lifeboats (not half
enough of them) were lowered. , ,
“She’s. sinking!” the captain roared as frantic revelings
turned into prayers. The band struck up “Nearer, M
God to Thee,” & the richest men on earth prepared to die.
In a little England meeting house the news broke upon
the_ congregation—"The_Titarilc_sank!” ,
The evangelist said, “Thank God for His marvelous provi-
dence!” and the congregation voiced with a loud “Amen!”
There were yet multiplied, thousands of souls that these
faithful workers were to win. ?gngs Were to be written
that were to sell around the world—future preachers to be
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won—new churches organized. So God “planted his feet
upon the sea, and rode upon the storm.”

When God Is in It

_ Little tasks become great when God is in it. . Every day
is Labor Day if we become workers together with Ggd, [t
IS not how Qreat the task we accomplish, but how willingly
the service iS undertaken.

One lady dropped a tract before @ young man who stood
on a streét corner wasting time. The lad was converted,
became a preacher, wrote ‘books and set in motion a chain
of events that leaped three centurigs, won countless preach-
ers and missionaries and greatly influenced the, life’ labors
of D. L. _Moody. Name$ liké these apFear in the list:
Richard . Baxter,” Phillip Doddridge, William Wilberforce,
Leigh Richmond, Queen Victoria and D. L. Moody!

The little service of the circuit-riding Methodist preacher,
Rev. Mr. Smith, became much when God won a stammering
cowhoy through it That stuttering boy became the re-
nowned “Uncle Buddie” Robinson, destined to preach more
times than any minister of his generation, to write fifteen
books that have blessed countless thousands and to send
forth thousands of soul-lifting articles through the religious
Press. He has won hundréds of preachers, sent scores
hrough college and led a hundred thousand people into
God’s” kingdor.

A little lad was born in the backwoods of New York
one hundred and one years ago. An insignificant evenf—
insignificant parentage—insignificant training (just a few
years in school)—but a marvelous future was wrapped up
In it. Won to ‘God through an insignificant Preacher in an
insignificant meeting house in Davenport, lowa, the in-
significant lad’s life ‘was to be multiplied a thousand strong.
In twenty-five years after his death the movement he
sired has circled the globe, more than twenty-five hundred
churches have sprun? info existence, eight colleges train a
thousand ministers for his denomination, and ‘more than
four thousand preachers herald his doctrines. The church
which he walked out under the stars to found has become
the fastest growing denomination on earth, with a Sunda
school growth in ‘ten years of one hundred per cent!
soulrsaving Institution!” ] o

God was in the insignificant birth of the insignificant lad—e
Phineas Bresee.

Sin Is a Viper

Cleopatra, famed sinner of Egypt and Rome, lived as a
vampire. The force of her personality drew. Roman lead-
ers to her villa. She stole them fiom faithful wives—
wrecked careers and helped destroy an empire. Her end
came unexpectedly. . _ .

She had lived “the heartless life of a high-strutting de-
bauchee, but she fell the victim of a tiny viper, She “asked
her servant to bring a basket of fruit,” Her favorite fruit
was piled high. It was tempting, luscious-appearing, appe-
tizing, without a hint of the hidden danger. ,

As she reached a jeweled hand into the basket aviper
small engugh to be hidden in the fruit struck with poisoned
fangs. Two little red splotches on the dusky skin—that
was all. But the story of sin was written in her death.
_Sin is luscious in its”invitation to partake. It looks in-
viting to the eyes and appetizing to the sensations. It ap-
Fears harmless—just one dance Or ope drink or one heart-
ess_hour in a Rarlot's arms—but hidden in this basket of
fruit is death. , ,

Partake of it, and the fangs of the viper shoot poison
throughout the soul, sooner or later to bring death. This
hs Ft’ﬁll{l’s meaning When he writes, “The wages of sin is
eath.
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Obscuring God

A pound of butter obscured God’s face.. In a_southern
revival under the diligent preaching of a sm-blastmg evan-
?ellst God drove an arrow into a man’ soul. He had
[ong made a profession of religion, but had %row_n callous
in spiritual power. He talked” higher than he lived. In
the church was a very boisterious sister (according to the
|lukewarm brother%, who gave vent to her emotions as waves
of glory rushed through “the avenues of her soul.

One particular night in the revival (when the Spirit was
dealing with the unemotional brother) the shouting lady
“topped her tallest” (in his parlance). She shoutéd and
then' leaped for 1oy, laughed and wept, 'waved her arms, and
gave God the glory. _

On returning home from the meeting (when the preacher
had talked on restitution) the man “said to his wife, “I
wish that woman wouldnt shout so much.”

. “If you lived better, maybe you could endure her shout-
mgi easier,” came the response.’ ,

t was a rocky road he tried to sleep that night—at
least he traveled” a soul-road that was rough-shod. He
tumbled and then rolled, tossed on billows of a?ony, flopped
from side to side as his soul turned somersaults down the
long lanes of memory. All he could see was $20 that he
had” failed to. pah/ years ago,

“What is it, husband?” his wife inquired. )

“Just $20, that’s all, If God lets me live to morning,
I'll 'hunt up the man, if I can find him, and pay the twenty,
along with much interest.”

The wife agreed to Pra¥, for her husband as he started
out the next ‘morning to Tind the man whom he had de-
frauded. As she prayed, suddenly God’s face was blotted

out—turned yellow—yellow scum’ veiled the skies—yellow'

tallow blurred the suri—heaven looked greasy with a yellow-
ish cast. God’s throne was carved out of yellow butter!

Then she remembered that the Saturday before when
she paid her bill the grocery man had failed to charge
for a pound of butter” She arose from her knees and
went to the store. _ ,

“Get out my last week’s bills, please. See if you charged
me for a pound of butter.” . ,

“There Is butter on the bill, but | failed to charge you

or it,

“I know that. | knew it at the time, but thought you
would make it up later. Here is the mone%/ or that
pound of butter. "1 dont want God’s face shut out by a
pound of yellow butter.” ,

That nl%ht_at the revival meeting her husband was at
the altar, avm(i restored the $20 with heavy interest, and
by his side knelt the storekeeper.

“And | want that sister who paid for the pound of

butter to pray for me,” he said through his tears,
. Results areeasily tabulated: One less critic of the shout-
ing sister, one happy housewife, a converted storekeeper,
and shouting in heaven over a lost sinner who had re-
turned home. , ,

That sister said, “Butter is all right to eat, but | don't
ever again want heaven to be made out of butter.”

Kneel to See Christ’s Face

“You cant see His face,” the Swede said to E. Stanley
Jones, “till you bend your knee.”

The best 'views of Christ's face always come when you
bow your knees before Him.

The missionary was in Copenha%en and he went to see a
famous statue of Christ which adoms the, C”?/' Standing
before it, he lifted his face better to admire the grandeur
which the sculptor had chiseled in the marble. He stood
long and looked up at those features, when by his side
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stepped a,youn? native and told him the secret of getting
the best view of Christ’s face.

Jones knelt close to the statue and looked up so that
Christ’s face could beam down upon him in all its power
and glory. Arising he felt that he had been near a
heavenly “sanctuary,” with a new meaning of Christs near-
ness flooding his Soul.  Kneel if you wolld see Christ!

The men who have knelt the Ion?est have arisen with a
better view of Christ. There is Mueller, who rocked England
with his pra%/ers. He knelt Io_ngz before, Christ’s face. There
IS Moody who knelt with Christs face in full view for many
yezlilts, and Iwhen he arose he had garnered for his Master a
million souls.

No, Never Alone

“| take it as the words of a gentleman, that He means
what He says,” remarked Davif LI\_/IH?SIOHG, who when
alone, was yet never algne. “Christ said fo me thl’O_Ugh His
promise, ‘Lo, | am with you always,’ and | belisve He
means to be always with me whatever the circumstances.”

Livingstone_spent many wild months in the sweeping stir
of danger. Death lurked in ever)ﬁ pathway—stared. around
the trées—infested the swamps he waded, the rivers he
swam. Death from savage natives. Death from ,stran?e
diseases. The death of Deing alone. Death of his wife,
Slave-death made worse by a wild hell of weird ravages of
slave runners.

Throu?_lh it all the missionary testified that he was never
alone. He stood upon, Christ’s promise, He appropriated
the strength from a scripture blessing. So may you, if you
will stand on_His promise, suck power out of wild condi-
tions and evil surroundings. Through weakness you may
be made strong.

Great Prayers Sire Great Institutions

“Lord, | believe—Lord, | believe.” The droning mo-
notony broke from the lips of a bedraggled man as he
aced” a beaten path through a partially “drained swamp.
0squitoes swirled.

“There is no more material, and our credit is cut off”
said the foreman on the unfinished job. What shall we do?”

Back across the. Rath the man walked with bent form.
A dream half-finished was bursting into bubbles.  The
framework was up, but the building could not go on.
There would be no school that Sepfember withouf those
buildings completed. No money to finish them. Disgrace
to the “cause of righteousness. . .

“Lord, I believe,” the man sang in a husky voice.
_The tone might have lacked musical timber, still it was
vibrant with_ faith. It made up in spiritual power what
was missing in operatic quality.

_Day after day the pacin% man’s voice could be heard
f)lnlgmg,| praying, quoting, Teralding, shouting, “Lord, |
elievel”

September came and the building was up. ~School doors
opened, and the first semester of the Oklahoma Holiness
College (now the Bethany-Penjel College) begian. Through
ttget {J,angs of a mighty néed birth was “given to a great in-
stitution:

Back of that institution which now has trained hundreds
of ministers and missionaries, stands the faith of its first
dean, H. L. Short, @ man who could believe in spite of
dark clouds.

You can believe your way through when all other paths
are blocked to spiritual advancement,

(All rights reserved.)
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THE PREACHER'S WORKSHOP

* An exchange of methods, plans and seasonal suggestions.. If you ¢
i have discovered an idea that has proved successful in >

your church, send it in. il
x Roy E. Swim g

G YA A I gr<pTivTia, Ay

Green and Gold

The frost has touched the aspens,
And the hillsides gDIeam,wnh gold,
Ll%mn uh) the somber pine slopes
eath the graﬁ escarpments bold;
Summer’s_greén has turned to glory,
And with joy our spirit thrills,
As we gaze Upon new hbeauty,
Coming oer majestic hills.

The frosts of life fall on us—
Trials, sorrow, heartaches, pain;
Tis to turn our green to golden,
Present loss, eternal gain:™
Tis clear our e){es of garth mists,
Till our chastened spirits shine,
Chang_ed from glory unto_ glory,
Radiance of His “face divine.

—G. C.R.in The Gospel Message.

Painting the Parsonage

This one got the job done. It ap-
Peared in thé bulletin® of Billings, Mon-
ana, Church of the Nazarene,“and the
pastor, Rev. Ross E. Price, reported that
It produced results.

WANTED, SOME PAINT!

Between two nice apartment houses,
The ragged parsonage sits,
Its scabby, sunburnt, Ramtless sides
Have glven the neighbors fits;
To tell the truth, the Sight it makes

Is really not so stunfing;
It's very like the old schoolhouse,
“A ragged beggar sunning.”

Of course .the pastor |sn1,f)roud,
And neither ‘is his family,

But he must represent the church
In all his doings, namely,

The clothes he wears, the way he acts
And what he says and gives;

But always folks will judge the church
By where the pastor lives.

Now don’t you think it wise and just,
Since this is just the case,

That we should” do our very best
To beautify the place? =

And since thé inside is quite nice,
And since the outside “ain't,”

We ought to raise a parsonage fund
And “give the place some paint.

“Twelve gallons of paint and three
volunteer %mters for one week will do
the job. What’s the verdict?”
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Suggestions for a Rally

The Ohio District Sunday School Agi-
tator QIves Some interesting suggestions
on how to make a raII%/_a siccess. After
stating that “Most things are accom-
plished by just plain hard work and
sweat,” the following essentials are noted:
1 Get stirred yourself. Enthusiasm
is half the battle. ~,

2 The organization of the congrega-
tion into Workers” Bands is also™ véry
helpful. S%perwse their work and boost,
boost, BOOST. .

3. Get the necessary printed  matter
that you need for your campaign use
that which is best fitted for your com-

munlt%. ,

4. Canvass your parish. Have some-
thing good to tell” about the church,
something that you think would interest
a personthat is not acquainted with the
Church of the Nazarene. )

5 Dont be afraid to pass a compli-
ment on the home, the children, or if
nothing else, even the family pet. Peo-
plellltlt<|e to be bragged on and that costs
so little.

6. Have an attractive program and
then tell the world about it. ,

1. Be prepared With ushers, friendly
people, and perhaps a small token to be
presented at the door. Make everything
as pleasant as possible for the visitors
you have that day.
~ 8, Have a good,_ spiritual program and
invite all to worship the Lord with you.

. Use a tactful method of sectiring
the names and addresses of all visitors
present.

10. To conserve the work he sure to
follow up all contacts by visitation by
teacher and pastor,

1. WORK, WORK, WORK, AND
THEN WORK SOME MORE.

“I Didn’t Go Back”

One Sabbath day | chanced to be
In a city far from home;

And what I saw that Sunday morn
Produced this humble poem.

| found a church not far away,
And, as my usual rule,

| dressed and started on my way
To go to Sunday school.

No one came forth to welcome me,
No hand to grip m%/ owh;

Small cliques wére gathered all around,
And | 'was left alone.

1
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And at the end of every pew
Sat men in fine array,

Nor did they move to give one room—
| had to Squeeze my way.

TheX started half an hour late,

(And then the start was weak!)

The leader rubbed his sleepy eyes
As he got up to speak.

They sang two songs, and then had

They read the lesson o’er,
Then ‘off to class exactly like
Each Sunday morn before.

The_ scholars galloped off to class
Like cattle on stampede;

And curiously | watched the race
To see who'd take the lead.

For noise and din, that Sunday school
Would take the .prize, no doubt.

| feared the noise of banging chairs
Would blow my ear dfums out.

And | didnt go back! .
—Rev. H. S Palmquist IN Ohio Sunday
School Agitator.

Churchgoing in America

In a recent article Rev. C. F. Wim-
berly pointed out some appalling facts
as to the religious conditions in America.
Only eight per cent of the peosple of
our” pation attend services on Sunday
morning, and but two per cent on Sun-
day evening. About forty per cent of
thé American people are on church reg-
isters, but only twenty-nine per cent ever
attend church.  Among the 13,000,000
Negroes in America, 7,000,000 are un-
churched.  There are 250,000 un-
churched men, women and children of
all races in Pltt,sburgih; 400,000 in Cleve-
land; 300,000 in St. Louis; 250,000 in
Seattle; 425,000 in San Francisco: 1000,
000 in Los Angeles: and 4,000,000 in
New York. THe unchurched of New
York city are equal to the combined
population of Idaho, Wyoming, Colo-
rado, Nevada, Arizona and New" Mexico.
—Wesleyan Methodist.

Tobacco and Disease

The fact that tobacco is one of the
causative factors in ulcers of the stom-
ach should he serious enouPh of itself;
but when we consider thaf there is a
close relationship between ulcers of the
stomach, and cancer of the stomach, and
then consider the high mortality of this
form of cancer, again we can see that
it does not pay “to use this drug.—
Ciyde A Haysmer, D.

4

In an old autograph album were found
these words: “MaP( there be just enough
ghﬁggtws in your Nife to make a glorious
unset.
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“The Fool Hath Said”

In your patience possess ye ){]our souls.
A clergyman was dining in"a ‘hotel with
some ‘commercial travélers, who made
jokes about him. He moved not a
muscle of his face, and after dinner one
of them approached him, saqu “How
can you, sit quiet and hear all hat has
been” said wjthout uttering a. rebuke?”
“My dear sir,” said the “cleric, “I am
chaBIam of a lunatic asylum."—From
5000 Best Modern Illustrations.

How sweet to know

The trials we cannot comprehend

Have each their own divinely purposed
end.—Ilavergal.

Eternity!

Eternity! Eternity! _
How long art thou, Eternity?
For even as on a perfect sphere
End nor beginning can appear;
Even so, Efernity, in thee
Entrance nor exit can there be;

Ponder, O man, Eternity.

Eternity! Eternity! _
How long art thou, Eternity?
A circle infinite art thou;
Thy center an eternal now ;
“Never” we name thing outward bound
For never end thergin is_found;
Ponder, O man, Eternity.

Eternity! Eternity! ,

How long art thou, Eternjty?

A little bird with frettm% beak:

Might wear to naught the loftiest peak
Though but each ™ thousand years it

came;
Yet thou wert then, as now, the same.
Ponder, O man, Eternity.

Eternity! Eternity! ,

How long art thot, Eternity?

As long as God is God, so long

Endure” the pains of hell and wrong,

So long the joys of heaven remain;

0 lasting B)y! 0 Iastm([] pain!
Ponder, O man, Eternity!

—Selected.

Spiritual Education

. Education is_a bringing out of what
is there and giving it "thé power of ex-
Bressmn, not ‘packing in what does not
elong; and ‘spiritual education means
Ie_arnln? how to give expression to the di-
vine life that is in us when we are born
from above. ,

“In your patience ye shall win your
souls” (R.V.[)J,, said Jesus to His “dis-
ciples. “Soul"'is the expression of my
personal spirit in my body, the way 1
reason and think and act, and Jésus
taught that a man must lose his soul in
order to gain it, he must lose absolutely
his own way of reasoning and looking
at things, and begin to ‘estimate from

an entirely different standpoint. We have
the Spirit of Jesus gifted to us, but we
have to form the mind which was also
in Christ Jesus. No man has the mind
of Christ unless fe has_acquired it.

Am | getting nobler, better, more
helpful, mgre. humble, as | get older?
Am | exhibiting the life that men take
knowledge of as having been with Jesus?
Oram | Pettln? more ‘self-assertive, more
deliberately defermined to have my own
way? It7is a great thing to tell your-
self the truth. _ _
_ These are. some of the lines, of spir-
itual education: learning the dimensions
of divine love, that the center of that
love is holiness; that the direction of
divine living is a deliberate surrender of
our own point of view in order to learn
Jesus Christ’s point of view, and seeing
that men and women are_nourished in
the knowledge of Jesus, The only way
that this can be done is by being loyal
to Jesus l'ﬂ_}/SG”.—Oswald Chambers ' In
Spiritual Lite.

Influence

[t speaks in our words.

It radiates in our doings.

It is eloguent in our Silence.

[t goes in our goings.

It stays in our Stayings.

It is potent in our cOnsents.

It is powerful in our refusals. _

[t goes in ever-widening circles, like
those about a stone thrown into,a pool
—widening circles widening, widening,
only. to, break on eternal shores, After
all,"it is an eternal thing to live and
have influence over someone who is to
live somewhere forever—Selected.

How Faith Grows

“Could you tell me how faith is de-
veloped?” I was asked in a letter. My
reply was, “Faith is developed (or in-
creased) by ,cllngln_? to the Word of God,
looking’ for its fulfillment in time of need,
expecting . answer to ?rayer, and doin
this in spite of all contrary appearances.
—George Mueller’s “Journal.”

Pessimism

An old farmer said that while he al-
wa)(]s_ put several barrels of good apples
in "his “cellar in the autumn yet he never
saw a good apple. His wife was a
frugal body and would pick. the apples
over every few days, bringing up the
Partly deca%ed and ‘spotted ‘ongs for the
able; so that she just kept pace with
the rot in the fruit. Some people seem
to see only decay in everything. Indeed
they live ‘on thé “rottenness Of pessim-
ism.” They carry about ,contmuaIIY the
spirit of complaint. Nothing suits them.
he weather is too hot or too cold;
the church is too large or too small;
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the preacher is too young or too old;
the ‘sermon is too on? or too short,
These who have contracted this spirit of
complaining can never know the victory
of love—John Witmot M ahood, in the
Nebraska District Digest.

The Art of Thinking

The way to develop your power of
thought isto (1) scrutinize; (2) analyze;
(3) Organize; and (4) utilize.” The “test
of your conclusion will be in the work
of “utilization, The evolution of a
thou%ht s (1), feeling it; (2) ,thmka
it; ‘) W|II|n% it; (4) executing it. Feel-
ing leads to thought, thought o opinion;
opinion gives bifth to. conviction; con-
viction to action, habit, character, des-
tiny. God has Plven gach_ of us a think-
ing apparatus—Iet us use it—A. A. Mi1-
ler, In Abilene District Index.

Who Will Judge?

God himself does not propose to
Judge a man until the

End of his days. . . .

Why should you and 1?

—Samuel Johnson.

Better than Being King

| do not know that | shall live to see
a single convert, but | would not leave
my present field of labor to be made
king "of the greatest empire on earth.—

Adoniram Judson.

Marks of a Great Teacher

Jesus Christ was the greatest teacher
that the world has ever known. Some
of the marks of a great teacher have
been noted by the president of one of
the _([]reat universities:

1 The great teacher never ceases to be

a humble. |earner. o
2. He establishes a personal relationship
with his students. o

3. Whatever he may be teaching is a
window throu?h which he looks out
upon the whole universe. . ,

4. The merchandising of _information

will never seem to”be his main pur-

0Se.

5 prhe reat teacher will not think he
has failed unless the students have
not wanted to learn. o

6. He will not think it beneath his dig-
nity to [zay attention to the ART of
résentation. _

7. He will never speak of his work as
routing teaching.

8. He will inspire” without sacrificing a
rlﬁld realism of fact and idea.

9. The, great, teacher has a ?racmus
spirit ‘and is a tonic to hjs students.

10. The qreat teacher’s aim is to bring
students into harmony with the
truth of God and into full obedi-
ence to His will—The Ohio Sunday
School Agitator.
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HOMILETICAL

A PREACHING PROGRAM
FOR OCTOBER, 1939

J. Glenn Gould

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1939
MORNING SERVICE
The Teaching Ministry of the Church

(N ote— Most churches observe the first Sunday in October
as Rally Day or Promotion Day in the Sunday school. It
has seemed advisable, therefore, to submit for this Sunday
morning a sermon of appropriate type.—J. G. G.)

1: 1-29.

Text—We preach [Christ,] warning every man, and teach-
ing every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus (Col. 1: 28).

1. We do not ordinarily observe how frequent is the New
Testament emphasis upon teaching as a ministry looking
toward the salvation of men. Once our attention is directed
to it, we discover that the Holy Spirit has attached a great
importance to this method; indeed that it stands very close
to the heart of the divine technique for the evangelization of
the world.

1 It is only truth to say that Jesus was more the teacher
than the preacher. There are occasions, | grant you, when
He was preaching to the multitude. But more frequent are
those situations where it is declared that “He opened his
mouth and taught them, saying. . . . ” He was not infre-
quently addressed as “Teacher,” and is properly regarded today
as the Great Teacher.

2. Moreover, in Matthew’s account of the Great Commis-
sion (Matt. 28: 19, 20) our Lord places His emphasis squarely
upon the teaching ministry. “Go ye, therefore,” He said,
“and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you.”

3. It was Saint Paul who directed the Church’'s emphasis
toward preaching. His own ministry, with its emphatic evan-
gelistic note, was compelled to be a ministry of proclamation
and persuasion. But he placed beside preaching, and as an
essential part of it, the kindred task of teaching. Indeed
without the teaching element preaching must fail of its pur-
pose. Doctor Patterson has defined preaching as “the spoken
communication of divine truth with a view to persuasion.”
To speak truth is to teach and to persuade is to preach.
Therefore the two tasks are inseparable.

The importance of Christian teaching is set forth clearly in
Ephesians 4: 7, 11-13, when St. Paul declares, “But unto
every one of us is given grace according to the measure of
the gift of Christ. . And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” And a similar emphasis is
placed in this text, “We preach Christ, warning every man,
and teaching every man. . . . ”

It is obviously true, therefore, that the office of teacher
is ordained of God. It is not something that a man may
take or leave lightly, but something that is vitally essential to
the progress of the gospel. To deny God our talents in the

Suggested Scripture Lesson—1 Cor.
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field of teaching is to handicap and cripple the divine pro-
gram. For we cannot properly preach Christ if this element
be missing.

Il. There are certain misconceptions that gather at
this point, however, and which should be cleared away.

1. It is true, the modern revival in religious education has
gone hand in hand with the modern emphasis upon anti-
supernaturalism. It is, in other words, the modernists who
have shown the greatest concern about the development of an
efficient technique in the work of religious instruction. The
reason for this is not difficult to determine. Modernism
has denied both the possibility of and the necessity for an
experience of conversion. Taking its inspiration from Horace
Bushnell, it has endeavored to substitute Christian nurture for
Christian nature. It has insisted that all Christianity had to
do was develop by education the Ilatent goodness in the
child and he would flower into a full-fledged Christian
automatically. Of course the fallacy of this nation is in-
stantly apparent. Men do not become Christian by any such
means. But acting on this assumption, it is easy to account
for the modernists’ concern for an efficient religious education.

2. Of course, and be it said with the utmost emphasis,
religion in the truest sense can never be taught. Decision
Day, with its basic principle that then the child opens his
heart to Christ as the flower opens to the sun can never
take the place of conviction, repentance, faith in Jesus Christ.
Religion must be experienced and not simply learned. As a
preparation of soul for the moment of conversion, and as a
strengthening of the purposes of the heart after the moment
of conversion, religious education is a necessary handmaiden
to Christian experience.

3. And despite every misconception, the teaching ministry
is still vitally essential to the work of the kingdom. There
are those who deride the Sunday school and predict its early
demise. But no one can doubt that it has come to stay.
It is one of the church’s most vital and useful adjuncts and
holds a secure place in the plan of God.

I1l. But what, specifically,
the church?

1. It is a sincere and intelligent attempt to present to men
the vital truths concerning Jesus Christ. Christ is the subject
matter with which we deal. “We preach [Christ], teaching
every man,” says the apostle. While it is true that Christ
is a person with whom we can become acquainted and have
intimate dealings, and in that sense must be met; it is also
true that there is much about Him that can be taught to
men with the thought of stimulating within them a hunger to
become the friends of Christ. The story of His matchless
life, with its infinite sympathy and compassion; His hatred
of sham and sin; His rejection and death and triumph over
the grave; the redemptive meaning of His passion as set forth
by Saint Paul and other of the apostles under the Spirit's
inspiration; all of these are truths that can be communicated
by teaching and so can be brought to bear upon conscience
and will. Preaching could have no finer groundwork than
this.

2. It has for its aim, moreover, the presentation of every
man perfect in Christ Jesus. The efficiency of any system
will be determined in the last analysis by the product it
turns out. And the work of Christian teaching, to put it in
common terms, the work of the Sunday school, will be
judged in the end by the results it achieves. It is a high
objective—the attainment of perfection; but it is one that
is within reach, by the grace of God.

is the teaching ministry of

IV. Now, what does this ministry demand of us?

1. It demands sacrifice—of time, energy and talent. In
verse 24 of this chapter from which our text is taken, the
apostle exhorts that we “fill up that which is behind of the
afflictions of Christ.” There is a ministry of service which
Jesus expects of His people that must be carried on in the
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same sacrificial spirit with which He went to His cross. And
the person who determines to please self first and God second
will ‘have no place in such a ministry. Sunday school teach-
|n?, as the New Testament conceives it, is the most self-
effacing service one can ever render.

2. In verse 25, moreover, the apostle speaks of fulfilling
the word of God. According to Doctor Moffatt that meanS
“making a full presentation”of God’s message.” It is the
message in its entirety that we must give. The rqued and
difficult aspects of the truth must not be subdued 10 some-
thing less stern. The truth we teach is the truth as it is in
Jesus. We dare not mutilate it, as one of Judah’s kings did,
by cutting it with a penknife and,burnmq the undesirable
portions in the fire. Nor must we yield to The_temptation to
make a detour around any difficult teachm%. ~The truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth—this must be our
Mmessage.

3. And finally, as verse 29 clearly indicates, God expects of
us a labor that is energlzed by the Holy Spirit. "Labor is a
frequent Pauline word; and” he knew its full extent of
sweaty meanln?. The. propa%mon of the gospel was not a
merely pleasant diversion with him; but an obligation that
demanded the heaviest sort of toil. "And so must’it be with
every worker for Christ, however obscure he may feel himself
to be. May God grant that today, as laymen of the Church
of Christ, we may dedicate ourselves afew to the teachmg
ministry, determining thus to serve and honor our Lord an
advance His kingdom among men.

EVENING SERVICE
Christ, Qur Passover

Sugcested Scripture Lesson—Exodus 12:1-17.
Text— Christ our passover is sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7).

. The Old Testament writings are rich in imagery that

sets forth in symbol the varied aspects of the Savior’s work
of atonement. “Priesthood and offerings, forms and ceremonies
anticipated, sometimes most vividly, "the plan of the Father
in giving His Son to die for men. But none is so eloquent
as the institution of the Jewish Passover. .

1 The Passover was the most hallowed feast in the He-
brew year. The directions for its institution and its anpual
reobservance were given in meticulous detail. From the fate-
ful hour of its establishment in Egypt down to the present
time it has been held in utmost veneration.
2.1t was more than a religious observance, however; for
it marked the birth_of a nation as well. In this respect it is
comﬁarable to our Fourth of July, commemorating the S|Pn|nq
of the Declaration of Independénce. Until that™ hour Isra€
had been an aggregation. of families, held together by the
bonds, of a common servitude.. Henceforth they were to be
a nation; a nation_in exile, it is true; but definitely on their
way to national identity and a national homeland. It is
observed, therefore, as a divine deliverance from Eg){ptlan
bondage and the beginning of their life as an independent peo-

.

P 3. But it is as a type of the redemptive ministry of our
Lord that it has its" richest meaning for Christian _hearts.
Not only is the suffering of the eternal Lamb of God set
forth here; but terms upon which men may partake of the
benefits of the atonement are portrayed with amazing
fidelity. It is this phase of the imagery that concerns the
apostle m_the_Passage from which thiS text_is taken; a plea
for the sincerity and truth which are typified by the up-
leavened bread “of the Passover, and_which are so essential
if 'a man is to have part in Jesus Christ.

[I. Consider, first of all, the Passover in Eqypt.
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it was entirely due to Pharaoh’s hardness of hearf. Under
the leadership” of Moses, ably seconded by Aaron, Israel was
demanding liberation. Their friendly residence in Goshen had
long sincé developed into the mos gallmgI sort of hondage,
and now the burden had become unbearable. “Let my péo-
Ple 0" was God’s demand. And in order to lend emphasis
0 the demand and brmP the stubborn-hearted king to a
point of yielding, God allowed first one visitation, thien an-
other, to "break _upon the nation. The last of these judg-
ments was the Passover.

2. The Passover was by all odds the most terrible of all
the plagues—a plague of death itself. God declared that at
the midnight hour” of a certain day the death anﬁel would
pass over the land of Egypt; and into ever)f ouse not
clearly identified as Hebrew 'he would enter to slay the first-
born “of man and beast.

3. In order that Israel should not suffer with Eqgypt, God
laid down a certain technique to be followed hy évery He-
brew household, thus securing shelter from the fierce de-
stroyer. A lamb was to be slain, his blood pau?ht in a basin,
and” the blood sprinkled on the post and lintel of the door.
This was the identifying mark, “and when | see the blood,”
said the Lord, “I will pass over you.” Moreover, the flesh
of the lamb was to be roast with fire. And in order that
the individual Israelite should feel most deeply how intimate
was his dependence upon this means of escape, it was com-
manded that the flesh must be eaten, mixed with bitter
herbs; the entire household attired meanwhile in traveling
clothes, girded and ready, with staff in hand.

4. These provisions were observed with meticulous care,
and at the mldmght hour “there was a great cry in Eqypt,
for there was nof a house where there was not one dead.”
Confusion worse confounded reigned in the land; and in the
midst of the bedlam thus, creatéd, Pharaoh gave his consent
to Israel’s departure.  Acting qmck(lly, for fear the fickle king
would change his mind, the Children of Israel made their
escape from™the clutches of the Egyptians.

[1. Now, says Paul, “Christ our passover is sacrificed

for us.”

1 Jesus is expressly declared to be God’s atoning Lamb,
One whose purpose it is to bear the weight of Our sins,
This truth is beautifully set forth in the 53rd chapter of
Isaiah, where Jesus is” described prophetically as a lamb
brought to_the_ slaughter, and as a sheep dumb before her
shearers. So vivid S Isaiah’s description of the coming and
suffering of the Savior that he might have been an” eye-
witness™ of the events he describes. ~“The Ethiopian eunuch,
reading this passage, was puzzled to know whether, the
Pr,ophet spoke of "himself or some other man—a striking
ribute to the vivid character of the prophet’s description.
The lamblike qualities, such as innocence, purity and humility,
came to their fullest perfection in Jesus, our”Lord.

John the Baptist selected a somewhat similar form of
sDeech when the hour came for announcing the Messiah’s
presence. “Behold, the Lamb of God,” cried the Baptist
‘which taketh away the sin of the world.” Whatever that
phrase means to s, it could not fail to have a rich and
eloquent meaning for John’s Jewish hearers. Sinbearers were
the ‘most familigr items in their worship of God. Every year
since the Mosaic law was ordained had seen the slaughter
of its innocent lambs to atone for the transgressions of the
people; and John’s dramatic announcement meant that now
at last the fulfillment of all this imagery was at hand.

Furthermore the triumphant Christ in heaven, as John saw'
Him from Patmos, could be described in?/ as the “Lamb a
it had hbeen slain.” Even in the midst of the glory of
heaven, the tragic marks of our Lord’s redemptive” mission

It was the culmination of a series of judgments which are clearly evident.

L
God had brought upm Egypt in the form of plagues. And

2. Now, it is only beneath the shed blood of our Paschal
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Ib_amb that we can find shelter. We sing earnestly about
eing:
“Under the blood, the precious blood,
~Under the cleansing, healln% flood.” .

But it is the imagery of the Passover that gives meaning to
this language. ~Ther is shelter for us under the blood Jjust
as there was for Israel so;lon agio. And just as theY ﬁut
their faith in the blood of a substitute and believed that thus
the destroyer would be turned aside, so do we trust in
Him who “poured out His blood and His life in atonement
for us. The Christian faith speaks much about the blood of
Jesus,  Pseudo-Christianity finds offense in the notion of the
blood atonement, but not the children of the true faith.
That blood has fost none of its power, and is as sure a de-
fense against the destroyer today as ever. In fact it is the
only available shelter and without 1t we are forever undone.

. But how maé one partake of the provision here so
generously made? One must_ receive_Jesus, the crucified
esus, as'Lord and Master in his life. This is what is meant
by eating the flesh of the paschal lamb. It was flesh roast
with fire; typical of the anguish and sorrows He bore, There
must he a heart coming t0 the crucified Savior, without re-
?_lard to the approach of His cross, and a complete_trusting in

im.  One must receive Christ into his heart just asthe
ancient Jew received the flesh of the lamb into his body.

Moreover the flesh must be eaten with bitter herbs,” sym-
bolical of the sorrows of repentance. Conviction for sin
brings to the heart a peculiar anguish and_ repentance is a
sorrow all its own. But it is only in a Sﬁl[lt of godly sor-
row for sin that any man can réceive Christ. T

He must be eaten, furthermore, in pilgrim ?arb, signif |_ngi
separation. from the world. God promises that in~ Chris
crucified is provided an escape from the Egypt bondage of
sinand worldliness. It is deliverance out 0f the Inl(iUItIeS
that have despoiled us that we need. But it is essential that
we forsake them and flee to the Savior. It maY be that our
flight will seem to be amid midnight darkness, closely pursued
by” the chariot and horsemen of ,
fieedom must lie throuagh, the ,seemmgl% impassable waters of
a Red Sea. But God is fajthful, Who has promised. In
the blood of our Lamb is shelter from the destroyer, and
in a living, risen Christ is a way out of the wintef of our
glsc,ontent. Thus does “Christ our passover” become a real
avior.

qypt, and that the path to

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1939
MORNING SERVICE
God’s Eternal Purpose
Suggested Scripture Lesson—Eph. 1. 1-23,

Text—[God] hath chosen us in him ([Christ] before the
foundatjon of ‘the world, that we should be holy"and without
blame before him in love (Eph. 1:4).

. The churches of the so-called holiness movement have
chosen to. place their emphasis squarew ugon the experience
and doctrine of entire sanctification. \We have come to take
this emphasis for granted, and are inclined to assume that it
needs no repeated justification. It is well, however, that
upon occasion we should examine the teachings of the word
afresh and thus renew our confidence in the éssential charac-
ter of this teaching. _ .

Why do we lay such stress upon the doctrine and experi-
ence of heart holiness? What is the real import of this
teaching? Is it a trivial thing, elevated to_ first place by
misguided enthusiasm ?  Or is it absolutely basic, as we insist?
These are some of the questions we should ask and answer.

L . It is quite the custom among some theologians to refer
to this teaching as “the second blessing theory.” That means
that the teaching and preaching of entire sanctification as a
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second distinct work of grace subsequent to the experience
of regeneration, is only a human view of the matter, with
one or more alternative views egually possible. If this is a
proper characterization of our doctrinal emphasis, then we
are undoubtedly wrong. We teach it as a divinely revealed
view of the deeper things of God’s grace; and if the view is
human, and not divine, we must bé misquided.

2. But the Word of God does teach that men must be holy
in heart and life. It requires righteousness in outward con-
duct and purity in inward motives; and both demands are
utterly beyond “the reach of man’s unaided abilities, however
earnest or” sincere they may be. Indeed, the whole tenor of
scripture is to the effect that it is God's eternal ’;_)lurpo,se that
men should be holy and without blemish before Him in love.
God’s will that mén should be holy is the very keKstone, to
the arch of revealed truth. Let us consider the truth as it is
presented in these searching words of St. Paul.

[I. The eternity of God’s holy purpose.

1 It is declared here that God’s choice for His peoE]e was
made before the foundation of the world. . The making of
thm?,s was secondary to the making of saints. Indeed” the
creative activity of “God “in the beginning” was only pre-
liminary to the” realization of this supieme purpose. The uni-
verse is only a settmg for the drama of redemption and moral
trlum[nh. This world with its fearful possibilities of sin and
moral retribution is necessarY to the development of the
sort of sainthood God wants 1o realize in His people. . From
the first God’s concern has been for human personality.

2. It is declared, moreover, that He chose us. What tre-
mendous projection there is in God’s love_and grace! Every
man is included In the divine purpose, without the exception
of one.  With absolute assurance St. Paul declares that God
“hath chosen us,” There is no possible peradventure in his
statement,  God’s holy purpose is all-inclusive. _

There is a similar “projection _in our Lord’s high priestly
Prayer,, recorded in John™ 17. There Jesus prays, not only
or His disciples, but also for all who shall believe on Him
through their word, Here is envisaged a community of re-
deemed souls united over the centurieS: one_in heart and soul:
havm? a common part in the blood of Christ. o

3. It is declared, furthermore, that we are chosen in Him.
All of God’s holy purpose, is brou?ht to realization through
the suffering, death and triumph of Jesus. There is nothing
but defeat for God’s eternal plan, nothing but  hopelessness
for mankind, if Jesus’ life and death are "unavailing  at this
point of our greatest need. But the death of Christ does
mlghtl|3/ avail “for men. Through His satisfaction of every
demand which {USIICG could impose, He has opened for us a
way back into the favor of God.

[Il. Granting the eternity of God’s purpose, what is
the character of that purpose?
LIt s, first of all, that we should be holy. And holiness
is a condition of heart |mmed|atel(¥ resultant upon a second
definite experience of the (_irace of God.. Its first phase is con-
secration—a devotion of the whole will. It is this demand
for consecration that places the grace of full salvation beyond
the reach of a sinner. The man” who s still living in_sin has
nothing, to present to God in consecration. ~His best impulses
are poisoned and, polluted by his wilful transgression of
Gods law and his rejection of God’s Sop. Not until his
selfishness. and rebellion against God’s moral government have
been forgiven and his acceptance of the atoning provision of
the death of Jesus is complete does he have anything to
present on the altar of God. Once reconciled to "God, the
?ossmmty of making a complete consecration opens up Dbe-
ore the “soul. “l béseech ){pu, therefore, brethren, . . . that
ge Bresent your bodies a Tiving sacrifice . . . "—thus

t. Paul voice this exhortation in. Romans 12: 1

The second
heart purity.

does

hase In the realization of God’s purpose is
or by the blood of Jesus God can and does
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cleanse the consecrated heart from all defilement. The af-
fections of the heart, by nature de?raved and_sinful, can be
reached and purged by the blood of Christ. Throughout the
entire Word ‘God's emphasis Is upon heart purity. ~There Is
no scripture that would sugfgest that God cantolerate sin
In the Nidden places of the life. “Truth in the inward parts”
—this is God’s unvar;{mg demand. Our Lord asserted that
“the pure in heart shall see God,” and St. Peter testified that
one of the abiding resultants of Pentecost was purity of heart.
_ The third phase of this realization, though identical with
it in time, is the outpoured fullness of the Holy Ghost—
gracious token of the fact that God has taken account of our
consecrated personalities and accepted them, sanctifying and
filling them with His own_ fullness. The promises dnd " testi-
monies in the Word relative to this grace are all couched
in superlative terms. It is the fuiness Of the Holy Ghost He
promises; not that we possess all of Him, but that He poss-
esses all of us.

2. God’s, holy purpose, in the second place, is that we

should_live without blame before Him. This_is simply holiness
in action, the natural outflow of a sanctified heart. The
surest Proof of a hoIY heart, and the only one men are at
all inclined to accept, is a g,odI}/ walk “and conversation.
They e>&pect, and have ever¥ right to expect, that a person
possessed of a holy heart will exhibit a Christlikeness of life.
There is a wide difference between blamelessness and fault-
lessness, a distinction that many persons fail to perceive.
Blamelessness is faultlessness of ‘motive, but not necessarily
faultlessness of performance. It is easy to recognize and for-
ive the clumsy qundermEs of a thoroughly sincere man; but
it is difficult to overlook the thing that” we all call “Bad
spirit.” And it is by our spirit that we shall be judged.

But how fortunate it Is that in the last analysis it’is God
who judges us, and not our fellowmen. It is “before Him”
that we are to walk without blame.. And in fo,rmulatln?| His
%udgments we are assured that He is in possession of all the
acfs. Some there are who tremble at the thought of resting
their case in the hands of a judge who can read the_ secrefS
of the heart. But to the man ‘with a cleansed motive life
it is a joy to anticipate the revelation of such an hour.
Men mady” misunderstand and misjudge, but God judges
righteously.

| IV. And, finally, the very atmosphere of such a life is
ove.

“God s love,” declares St. John, “and he that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” But, more than love
for God, it is also an mcreasm? love for all God’s people.
St. Paul expresses it in 1 Thessalonians 3: 12 in these words:
The Lord make you to increase and abound in love one
toward another, and toward all men.” It is only. thus that
IGod’s $xternal purpose comes to the full realization in the
Ives of men.

EVENING SERVICE
The Terror of the Lord
Suggested Scripture Lesson—2 CoOr. 5: 1-21.

Text—Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we per-

suade men (2 Cor. 5: 1-21)

|, There is an element of paradox in this expression that

makes it sound strange indeed to thoughtful men. "For Saint
Paul has Christ Jesus in mind when he speaks of “the Lord.”
From the hour that, he experlenced that amazing revelation
of the power of Christ on the Damascus road, the Lord and
Master of his life was the lowly Nazarene. Wherever there-
after he uses this expression, it Tefers to Jesus. And here he
Is talking about “the terror of the Lord.”

L It is just here that the paradox is to be found. It is of reward or retribution.

so difficult for us to realize that there is anything about
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Christ to terrlf%/ men. We can easily conceive of the wrath
of God. Men have stood V\)ustly in fear of the Almighty from
earliest days until now. We récognize that God is angry with
the wicked every day.

Our modern complacency about Christ, however, makes
wrath seem forelfgn fo Him. We bear much of His meekness
and lowliness, of His tenderness and compassion. We read
that He went about dom? good. _And we have cotng to im-
agine fondly that these elements in His nature constitute the
total picture of our Lord. To hear the apostle talking about
His wrath sounds passing strange.

2. A careful reading of the life of Christ reveals the fact
that there is an element in His character which. may well
terrify men’s hearts, You will recall His cleansing of the
temple. When He found men desecrating the housé of God
with their mone -chan?mg and their barter and trade, His
eves flashed with righteous aan]er; and, making a whip of
knotted cords, He drove out the defilers of thé temple and
overturned the tables of the money changers. The men who
shrank before Him in terror that day saw a side of His na-
ture that they had never encountered before. You will re-
call, furthermore, the bitterness of His denunciation of the
Pharisees for their miserable hypocrisy. On no other class
of men did Jesus heap such Scorn. “He called them mere
play-actors, strutting about on a stage, pretending to be
something that they” were not. He likened them t0 white-
washed Sepulchers,” outwardly well-kept, but inwardly full
of dead men’s bones. Nothing in all the Gospels is” more
searing than Jesus’ contempt for such make-believe.

John, the Revelator, has a phrase that embodies this same
Farado,x—the_ expression, “The wrath of the Lamb.” The
amb is typical of those qualities that enable one to suffer
without complaint and endure without faltering. It seems
almost a contradiction in terms to speak abouf “the wrath
of the Lamb.” Yet there is that terrifying element in our
Lord’ character, He does love men and has suffered un-
believable indignities for them. He has endured the betrayal
in the garden, the injustice of the judgment hall, and the
agonies of the cross without a murmur of complaint. But
thiere is coming a day of His wrath; a day when men who
have |mag||ned Him to be One they could reject with im-
Pumty will call upon the rocks and mountains to fall on
hem”and hide them from His face. “For the great day of
his wrath is come and who shall be able to stand?”

1. But here the terror of the Lord is linked with a
particular impending event—the judgment.

L It is a simple truth that God “hath_ appointed a day in
the which he will Judge, the world in righteousness by ‘that
man whom he hathordained.” Nothing could be clearer than
these words uttered by Paul in his me3sage at Athens. They
mean just this: that on the calendar of eternity, so to speak,
God hias a day marked in red—the day of judgment. Only
the Father knows when that day will be. * The times and
seasons He has kept in His own power. But let no one
think for a moment that uncertainty as to the time indi-
cates uncertainty as to fact. Even now the day aﬁpomted
is drawing on apace. It may come sooner than we think.

2. But the judgment is not simply a cosmic event of which
we are merely interested spectators. We will be compelled
to relate ourselves Intimately to it; indeed, we will be actors
in_the drama of judgment. “For,” declares the apostle in
this_context, “we must all aﬁpear before the judgment seat
of Christ”  We will be in that vast assemblage (athered at
the last g%reat assize. No one will be able to eScape or evade
that feartul hour. Men of every language, nation, race and
creed will ‘be present: the ﬁrmce and” the pauper; the king
and the' slave; all will be there. S

3. Moreover, declares the inspired writer, it will be a da?/

, . On" that occasion. everyone will
“receive the things done in the body, according t0 that he
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hath done, whether it be ?ood, or bad.” What a fearfully
solemn hour that will be! Tt will mark the end of probation
and the beglnnm of destiny, It will mark the division be-
tween the day of grace and’the day of wrath. On that day
choices and decisions will be theif ingvitable fruitage. NoO
more solemn hour could ever be envisaged.

4. Most significant of all, the judge will be no other than
Christ Jesus himself. In the days of "His flesh His presence
among men was a Searching, judgment dar presence.  His
Flercm_g eve probed the depths of men’s souls and_ found out
he hidden evil of their hearts. The ver){) purity of His
character made sinful men uncomfortable because” of their
iniquity. Here was One whose very physical presence brought
men into judgment. _ o
_ Even when our Lord Was on trial hefore Pontius Pilate,
it was Pilate who was judged of Christ rather than Christ
udged by Pilate. At the moment it did not seem to be o,

grant you. But history has rendered its verdict; and b
that verdict Pilate stands ‘condemned, while Jesus is acquitted.
_And now as God warns of the coming judgment He makes
it clear that the Judge will be this same Jesus. It is “the
]gudqment seat of Christ" before which we shall appear. And
aul at Athens asserts that God will judge the world “by that
man whom he hath ordained.” That means Jesus, and no
one else. How appropriately, therefore, does the apostle
speak of “the terror of the Lord”!

[Il. In view of this terror, we persuade men.

1. The Apostle Paul knew from experience the terror of the
Lord. It was at the death of Stephen that he was first
awakened to a sense of sin. No one could have watched
that first Christian martyr die, his face bathed in heavenly
glorP/, without being %reatly moved. And the conduct of
aul_of Tarsus from that hour until he yielded to the con-
quering Christ was evidently prompted by the fury of out-
raged conviction. He went out from Stephen’s death to sin
agnalnst redeemm% love until the hour his heart was over-
whelmed by the terror of the Lord.

2. But Saint Paul had found deliverance from that terror
by the grace of God. His sin and his hatred of Jesus had
heen forgiven and blotted out. It was still a fearful thin
to fall into the hands of the Ilvmgf God. But love for Chris
had destroyed that slavish fear of judgment that made him
tremble at”the thought of facing God. _

3. Hence his passion to persuade men. And this message
is coming to you with one thought—to persuade you.

heard Lowell Thomas introduce one of his travel “lectures
with the statement that he was known as “a man without

a message.” No Christian minister can ever. be contented
mereIK o inform and entertain. His purpose is to win men
to Christ. 1 Would persuade you to believe this truth as

from God, the eternal Word: “to realize the terror of the
IJ_ord; and to fly to the only refuge—the precious blood of
esus.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER IS, 1939
MORNING SERVICE
The Whole of Religion

Sugcested Scripture Lesson— 1 Corinthians 13.

Text—The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us (Romans 5:5).

. The men of Jesus’ day were concerned with finding some
one aII-comPrehendmg word Or expression which would gather
up and reflect back "the total meaning of the law of  God.
The most frequent questions our Lord had to face bore on
this particular _point: “Which is the first and greatest com-
mandment?” The Master’s answer in each instance was sub-
stantlaII% the same: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart and mind and soul and strength, and thy neigh-
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bour as thyself.” These words, as the Savior viewed the
matter, expressed everythmq_I that was fundamental. “On
these two commandments,” He said, “hang all the law and
the prophets.”

1 Our Lord’s statement concerning the first and greatest
commandment is valid for every age. M. WesIeE/ called it
“the whole of religion.” Here was the whole dufy of man
defined by the most comPeIImg voice our world” has ever
heard. With all the brevity and force of an epigram Jesus
sweeﬁs aside the host of secondary things and puts His finger
on the one thing needful.

2. It should be noted that there are two terms for “love”
in the New Testament. One denotes merely human affection—
the love of man for man. It is a purely human product, of
the earth earthy. The other term denotes divine love; the
love that originates in the heart of God and flows out
freely to a lost and sinning world. But it is not along
God’s love for us. It is equally the love of God which is
given unto us. And in this text it is represented as “shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us.”  The blessed Spirit is here said to be spreading
Ibroadg_as,t in our believing hearts this other—worldly love—
ove divine.

II.7 What is the nature of this divine love imparted to
men?

The_ clearest possible account of it is found in 1 Corinthians
13:4-7. There are ten qualities of love there set forth.

1 Love is Iovel¥—beautlful—|n suffering. ~ Saint Paul de-
clares, that it “suffers Ion% and is kind.” Here is a_grace
that is tried almost beyond endurance and yet is considerate
and kindly. It refuses to snap and become™ testy and sullen
under adversity. o _

2. Love is lovely in jts contentment. It “envieth not,”
declares the inspiréd writer. It has learned in_ whatsoever
state it is therewith to be content. What an exotic thing this
IS, In the midst of an envious world! .
3. Love is lovely_in its humility, It “vaunteth not itself,
is not ﬁuffed up.” “There is no despicable pride in divine love.
Pride nas been defined as that disease that makes eve[%/one
sick but the person that has it. But love vaunteth not ifself.
4 Love is lovely in its deportment. It “doth not hehave
itself unseemly.” "What a word this is for our standard-
breaking and precedent-shatterm? age! Here is a grace that
holds one true to noble conduct in the midst of @ crooked
and perverse nation. _

5 Love is lovely in its unselfishness. = “Seeketh not her
own,” says the apostle. Here is something that absolutely
denies thé spirit of “every man for himself and the devil take
the hindmost.” What rare and beautiful grace!

6. Love is lovely in its patience. It “is not provoked,
... beareth all things.” There is no_ provision for a break-
down at this point, ~ The word “easily” in our King James
Version has no authorization in the ofiginal. Tradition says
it was introduced in order not to offend the sensibilities of
old ng James himself, who was é)ossessed of a fiery temper.
But lové makes no such allowances. . _

7. Love is lovely in its thought life. It “thinketh no evil,”
It is here that sin begins: and here, at its fountain head, it
must be dealt with faithfully. Love is the cure for sinful
thoughts. . o

8. Love s Iovel% in its faith.
This means more than a willingness simply to take God" at
His word. It means_that love™ believes i man and is un-
willing to accept the idea that any man is beyond hope until
Bro,of beyond questlon is at hand. 1t is “always willing to
elieve the best” about men, rather than the worst.

9. Love is lovely in its outlook. It “hopeth all things.”
There is a marvelous and radiant confidence about love that
ptahlnts the future in far rosier colors than would be possible
otherwise.

[t “believeth all things.”



OCTOBER, 1939

10.  And,  finally, love js lovely in its endurance.
dureth all thm?s.” Its ability to " keep hoI_dln?
to confidence, To hope, to men however sinfu
is one of love’s outstanding qualities.

[Il. But, lovely as love is, it is clear from human ex-
perience and from the teachings of God’s Word that it
can be imperfect and mixed in its character,

1. How true this is will be seen by a glance at the char-
acte of Peter’s prepentecostal love, for Christ. . There is no
doubt that he did indeed love his Lord. His_ avowals of
love and undying loyalty were all intensely sincere. But
there were weaknesses in his, nature of which he was but
dimly aware. Peter was oRl_nlonated before Pentecost and he
was ‘stubbornly wedded to his own point of view. Fr,e?_uently
his stubbornness diluted his devotion. He was unwilling to
face the possibility of a cross in the career of his Master,
and did what he“could to keep the Master from facmﬁA it.
There can be no doubt that he shared the mistaken Mes
sianic view of the other disciples, looking for a throne rather
than a cross; and_that his own ambifions were stirred by
the glamorous possibilities he thought he saw out before this
movement.

2. 1t is thus that love is mixed. One may be possessed
of a sincere love for Christ. But it can be mixed with love
of the world, love of things, love of self, love of praise, and
a host of other loves; all”of which weaken and dilute one’s
passion of devotion to Jesus and His cause.

[V. But God’s Word makes it clear that love can be
perfected.

1. Saint John’s teaching d(in 1 John 4: 16, 17) is very clear.
“God Is love,” he declared, “and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our love made
perfect,” he continues, “that We may have boldness in the
day of judgment.” “Love made perfect” expresses_this gra-
cious possibility of deliverance from a mixed and diluted de-
votion.  This 1s the perfection emphasized by Mr. Wesley_ in
his teaching concerning Christian " perfection; not perfection
of maturity or wisdom  or judgment, but perfection of love
which excludes all evil interitionis, those prompted by malice,
envy and revenge.

2. Such a Perfectlon is implied in Jesus™ definition of the
first and greatest. commandment. It is a loving of God with
all the héart, mind, soul and strength. When the love of
God possesses all of one’s faculties and powers, there is
room for nothing beside, nothing contrary thereto.

3. Such love is pure Christlikeness. |t is maore than love
for Christ. That ma deqe,nerate into idle sentiment. It is,
rather, a taking of the attitude Christ took toward God—
an absolute_devotion to the Father’s will. It is a taking of
Christ’s attitude toward things—"a man’s life consisteth™ not
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” It is a
taking of Christ’s attitude toward frlends—lovm? them, but
Putxlng God’s will and way ahead of them all. 1t is a
aking” of Christs attitude foward enemles—lovm% and for-
%lv_mg them, even in so horrible an hour as that of the cross.
his Is the love of God which is shed abroad in human hearts
by the Holy Ghost. Have we received it?

on to_ God,
and vicious,

EVENING SERVICE
Apprehended of Christ
Sugcested Scripture Lesson—Phil. 3: 7-16.

Text—!1 follow after, if that | may apprehend that for
which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus (Phl|. . 2)

. This letter was written by St. Paul during his_imprison-

ment at Rome. It was addressed to the saints at Philippi,
where he_and Silas had been imprisoned for the sake of the
gospel. Pehaps it was that experience at Philippi, seconded

It “en-
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by his present tribulation, that suggested the figure of speech
he employs in this striking message. At any rate it is a
vigorous putting of the truth of awakening, “conviction and
turnm% to God throu%h Jesus Christ, and an” altogether hap?y
metaphor. The word “apprehended” means “laid hold of,”
or “arrested.” It was the word used to_ describe the action
of an officer of the law in taking . a prisoner into custody.
And the thing the mﬁ)lred apostle™ is actually saying is this;
that Jesys Christ had pursued and overtaken and arrested
him, taking him prisoner. He frequentlx describes himselt
as the prisoner of the Lord, But now that Christ has laid
hold of him, there is something he sees in Christ that he Is
eager to lay hold on for himself. “I follow after if that |
may lay hold of that for which also Christ Jesus has placed
me”under arerst.

Il Let us note the meaning
Paul describes in the words,
Christ Jesus.”

L From the terrible, yet glorious, hour when Saul of
Tarsus sat by and saw Stephen die down to the moment of
his conversion on_the Damascus road, he was a fugitive from
divine JUSIICG. There is nothing said, | grant you, in the
story of Stephen’s death to indicate that this young man was
at all moved by the spectacle. But the very fact that he
went forth from that scene to ravage the church with all
the fury of a beast of prey would sugqest that his soul was
deeply ‘struck, and that thé fury of outraged conviction was
drlvmg him on in his relentless career of persecution. It is
altogether likely that by thus harrowing the church he hoped
to Silence this “strange new" voice with™which conscience was
speakmﬁ to him, o ,

_2. There could be only one_end to his fugitive career. Di-
vine justice must overtake him somewhere. The hound of
heaven was on his trail, and one day about npon, as he
neared Damascus, overtook him. It was a fearful yet glori-
ous moment when the light of heaven shone round dbout” him
and the voice of Christ’ spoke to him. Tlien alKj there he
was placed under arrest. No finer words of surrender and
submission were ever spoken than those of the stricken Paul,
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” _

3. But in this apprehending the fugitive Paul, Christ was
not the avenging minister of divine justice. Rather He came
offering to deliver the quilty soul from its defilement, %unt,
blindnéss of soul, hardress “of heart and prejudice; and to
ive in exchan?e “righteousness, peace and . f1oy,|n the Holy
host.” Not for punishment, but for Justification was_ Saul

apprehended. . What a wonder it is that one who, as William
James said, is “consciously wrong, inferior and unhappy,”
can become ‘“consciously right, superior, and happy”! Yet
this is the miracle which Jesus undertakes to perform™in every
heart that will receive Him. -
4, Saul’s resPQnse was not forced, but was W|II|n(]1 and
joyful. In that instant of arrest he confronted squarely the
Issue he had been end,eavormg to evade for months past.. The
Galilean was conquering, undoubtedly, and this new prisoner
yielded ever thm% to” Christ with _the utmost readiness.
‘What wilt thou have me to do?” That leaves nothing un-
St#rrt%nd?_redd. From that moment on he was a joyful prisoner
of the Lord.

[lI. But to what purpose did Christ arrest this man?

LIt was, first of all, to provide a Preat salvation from
life of terrible quilt. Saul had sinned, ferribly and cruglly.
The memory of “his career of hatred to Christ and opposition
to His Church smarted like an open wound in his soul long
after he had been wondrously forgiven. He could never for-
9et that he, alone of the apostles, had heen a persecutor of
esus. In one place he declared that he was not worthy
to be an apostle, for this very reason. In another place he
declares that God had had mercy upon him because he had
done it ignorantly, blinded by unbelief. Now, however, it was

of this experience which
‘1 am apprehended of
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forgiven, and he was rescued from darkness and hopelessness
and despair, and launched upon a new career. ,
2. Christ’s |_P,urpose, In the second place, was to make him
a leader of His Church and a winner of souls. As he re-
lates it in Acts 26: 16-18, Christ said to him, “Rise, and
stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared untg thee for thig
Purpose,_to make thee a minister and a witness both of
hese things which thou hast seen, and of those things in
the which” will aﬁpear unto thee; delivering thee from the
?eople, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now | send thee,
0 open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may “re-
ceive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance_among them which
are sanctified by faith, that is in me.” That was a vast and
noble commission, and the Acts of the Apostles makes it
clear how loyal to it this transformed man was. He was
the outstanding Christian leader of the first century, and
our debt to him in the field of Christian doctrine and “church
polity is incalculahle. _ ,
3. But behind that career, and as a dynamic that made it
ossible, was a life of devotion to and fellowship with Jesus
hrist. * Perhaps this is best expressed in this context. The
passion of Paul’s heart was that he might “win Christ.” This
does not mean that he did not now “possess Him in a rich
measure. But there was a richness and fullness in Christ
that he had only partially apprehended, but hoped one day
to fully apprehénd. Buf his hunger, furthermore, was “to
be found In him, trusting only in" the righteousness that is
by faith.” No one knew™ better than he ‘the futility of de-

?endln on the works of the law. In one place he declares
latly that “by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi-
fied” But there is a righteousness that comes by faith in

Jesus, and this was his ?reat concern.  Moreovef he hun-
gered to know Him and o experience the fellowship of His
Sufferings and to be made conformable unto His death, This
hunger “appears repeatedly in the apostle’s letters. His love
for ‘Christ was so great ‘that He longed more and more to
enter into the exquisite agony of His passion and share with
Him the pain of the cross” And, finally, he was looking
toward the resurrection when he should stand transformed in
Christ’s own Image. This, In part at least, is the meaning

of this expression, “if that | may apprehend.”

V. Itis for a similar purpose that the arresting hand
of Christ is laid on men today.

He pursues them faithfully by the Holy Spirit. The hound
of heaven may be on your ‘trail tonight,"so close to you that
you can feel"his hot”breath. But™His one purpose is to
overtake and arrest you, not as an avenger, but as a glorious
Savior.  He apprehends you to save you; and to make you a
servant and a witness of His message. He pursues you in
the hope of winning EQOL” heart’s affection, and as & proof
of His dying love.” Do not resist His arrest nor flee His
pursuit; but yield to Him your life, your soul, your all.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1939
MORNING SERVICE
Growth and Crisis in Holiness
Suggested Scripture Lesson— Hebrews 5; 1—6: 3.

Text— Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the
foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on
of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment (Heb. 6: 1, 2).

1. Christian perfection is a phrase which holds secure place
in the language of God’s Word and of the Church of Christ.
It is rooted deeply in Holy Writ and denotes a gracious ex-
perience within the reach of every true follower of Jesus.
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Yet this term has been a fertile source of misunderstand-
ng. Its exact meaning is still a matter of profound difference
0 qul,on. Good and sincere peoPIe fail to see eye to eye
on its interpretation. It is important, therefore, that how-
ever emphatic our own view of the subject may be, we exer-
us,ghthe utmost patience and kindness toward thiose who differ
with us.

[I. It is clear that the word “perfection” has a two-
fold meaning in the Scriptures.

L It means both a R,resent experience and a future goal.
There is a perfection which we can enjoy here and now, b
the grace of God. But there is anofher perfection unto
which the child of God has not yet attained. It is the goal
toward which his walk with God Is ever approaching; and
one daﬁ in the glory he will finally attain thereunto.

2. The one perfection denotes purity of heart, available to
every child of God now and instantaneously, by faith in the
blood of Jesus. It is properly described as perfect love; b
which is meant that state of ‘heart in which everything cori-
trary to the love of God has been cleansed away; all malice,
hatred, enmity, envy and selfishness removed By the purg-
ing fires of Pentecost; and nothing remalnm? but love for
God and neighbor, It is a lovely and beautiful grace. The
other meaning of the term “perfection” denotes the final goal
of Christian Character; that maturity of the Christian graces
in the life, and mellowing of the Soul and character Under
the genial ministry of the” Holy Spirit that comes of a con-
stant” and unbroken walk with” God. . .

3. The one perfection is received |nstantl¥ by fajth. It is
a crisis and not a process. No_amount of growth can re-
move from the heart those native elements that are unlike
the nature of Christ. Something as drastic as a surgical op-
eration must come to pass in the life if such a deliverance is
to be enjoyed. The other perfection comes_ only as a ?rocess
and never‘as a crisis. No amount of tarrying at an altar of
Prayer, can bring it to pass. It is the result”of obedience to
he will .of God and unbroken fellowship with Jesus Christ.

It is interesting to note that St. Paul both professed to
have been made ,Pe,rfect and claimed to be striving toward
Ber,f_ectl.on, all within the space of one brief pasSage. In
hilippians 3: 12, in_speaking of the holy asplra,tlon of his
soul tor more of God, he “recognizes a Per ection toward
which he has not yet attained. ™Not as though | had al-
ready attained,” he” says, “either were already “perfect.” In
verse IS of the same chapter, in, exhortln% men to follow
his example in pressing toward this mark, he says, “Let us,
therefore, as many as he perfect, be thus minded.” One is
the perfection of ‘maturity, while the other Is the perfection
of undivided affection and purity of heart.

[Il. Having noted this vital distinction, let us proceed
further to inquire how one may obtain the experience
of Christian perfection here and now.

L It should be noted that a person can never grow7 into
the experience. He may grow up to the point of ‘crisis and
may enjoy a healthy growth in' the grace of holiness after
the” crisis.” But the experience itself is “always aftained at an
instant of crisis. 1t is not difficult to ascertain the reason
for this. Ne?atlvely the experience of perfect love is the
rooting out of the Soul of the poisonous weeds of carnality
and weeds can never be uprooted _
time.  On the contrary, such a parasite growth will only en-
trench and fortify itself If it is given time. ,

2. 1t is doubtful if an>{_0ne ever received the blessing of
heart holiness until he realized from sorrowful experience his
imperative need. It requwes ordinarily some hour of bitter
dereat because of carnal weakness to” make one ealize how
malignant Is this enemy of the soul. It is the purpose of the
old man of sin to betray us in our hour of conflict and pres-
sure, and_open the gafes of our stronghold to the waiting
enemy. The average newborn Christian would hardly be

by the mere passage of
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willing to believe such a trajtor existed in his soul until he
had [earned the fact by sad experience. Realizing this de-
praved nature, he is prepared to mourn over it and repent
of it with as great contrition as he mourned over his sins.
_3. There must be, in addition to a sense of dire need, a con-
fidence that this is the will of God, even our_ sanctification.
Remarse_for one’s double-mindedness coupled with hun%er for
a dellverlng quace predisposes one to a confidence that the will
of God and the grace of Jesus are equal to this deeper need of
the soul. It is likely, too, that a hunger for the blessing is as
much a matter of” walking with God as it js of hear!n%
definite preachm%. It was when lsaiah “saw the Lord hig
and lifted up” that he realized his own uncleanness and cried
to God for deliverance. It is equally so with us. The closer
to God we get, the more pamfuIIE/ conscious do we become
of our unlikeness to Him and the more do we crave a
cleansing touch.

4. To receive the experience of perfect love one must

first of all make sure that he is enjoying a gracious, healthy

experience of justification. A person ‘who is walking in less

than all the light he has received is not a candidate for the

grace of heart holiness. It is important, therefore, that the

%eﬁk_e{ for the blessing be enjoying a walk in fellowship with
rist.

It is imﬁ_ortan.t,. secondly, that the seeker feel his need and
reco?_nlze is privilege. He should be driven b}{ a_sense of
emptiness and need, and drawn by the promise of fullness and
satisfaction in Christ Jesus. We have already emphasized the
probability that one will be convinced by the sting of near
defeat that he has a further need. It is equally important that
hr?' be trgjoroughly satisfied that in Jesus IS provision to meet
this need.

It is vitally essential, moreover, that the seeker make a
consecration to the will of God—a consecration that is com-
ﬁlete and final. 1t amounts to a literal abandonment to God’s
oly will, and a dying out to self-will. It is here that the
conflict between God's will and ours is settled so far as it can
be settled by human determination. While it is true that only
by sanctifying grace can this conflict be fully resolved, yet it
i trul¥ amazing how far a resolute soul can go in bringing
himself into alignment with the will of God.

The_final step is one of faith—perfect and immediate faith—
that God, for Christs sake, has acceFted my consecration and
has sanctified my soul. “It 'we walk in the light,” declares
Saint John, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son” cleanseth us
from all sin.” Many a soul has entered in by faith in that
promise and in other promises of a similar import.

And when the Holy Ghost comes he witnesses to His own
gresence. Could such™a Guest enter the soul and His presence
e unobserved? Mrs. Jonathan Edwards relates in these
words her experience of perfect love: “In 1742 | sought and
obtained the full assurance of faith. | cannot find language
to express how certain the everlasting love of God ap?eared—
the everlastmg hills were but shadows to it. My safety and
happiness and eternal enjoyment of Gods immutable love
seemed as durable and unchangeable as God himself. Melted
and overcome by the sweetneSs of this assurance, | fell into
a great flow of tears and could not forbear weeping aloud.

“The presence of God Was o near and so real that | seemed
scarcely conscious of ,anythm% else. My soul was filled and
overwhelmed with light and love arid joy in the Holy
Ghost, and seemed just ready to go away from the body,
This exaltation of soul subsided into”a heavenIK calm and rest
ofd Sdou'lt in God which was even sweeter than what pre-
ceded it.”

With differing details, but with identical assurance, God
stands read% t0. give all His children hearts made perfect in
love through His sanctifying grace.
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EVENING SERVICE
What Shall | Do with Jesus?
Suggested Scripture Lesson—Matthew 27; 11-31.

Text—What shall 1 do then with Jesus which is called
christz (Matt. 27: 22

I.  The name of Pontius Pilate is coupled with the most
dastardly event in all h|st,0rY, a betrayal of justice shameless
and without parallel. It is true he was placéd unwillingly in
a most difficult position; one in which he was forced to
make a choice between_ justice and propriety. The case of
Jesus presented somethmgb more than a judicial Issue, It
began as a case at law; but it soon became a moal issue.
From the instant that Pilate was convinced of the innocence
of his unusual prisoner, the issue was lifted out of the gov-
ernor’s court_and_placed squarely before the governor’s Con-
science. It is Pilate’s failure fere that has “consigned him
to a reprobation both human and divine and has made his
tnar_ne a synonym for moral cowardice over nineteen cen-
uries.

But every one of us is in a position similar to Pilate’s.
Whether we will or not, we have this issue to face; and
today it is as fresh and fateful as it has ever been. We
have to relate ourselves to Jesus Christ and pronounce upon
Him either judgment or acceptance. “What shall | do with
Jesus?” How agonizingly that question has been driven home
to us all' It burns in our consciences and trembles on our
lips as truly as ever it did on Pilate’s. ,

In the truest sense, however, men do not judge Jesus, On
the contrary, Jesus judges men. It looked as though Christ
was the prisoner at ‘the bar in_Pilate’s court, and that Pilate
held over Him the power of life and death. ActuaII% Pilate
was on trial that day before Jesus; and the verdict that his-
tory has Fassed on ‘the Roman governor is “Guilty!” The
things truly worth while in our” world are not judged hy
men. The man who sees no beauty in Di Vinci’s “LaSt Sup-
Fer” only reveals his own limitations. The man who derides
he genils Shakespeare IS only announcing his own ignorance.
These things do not require “our approbation to make them
great. Théy are the standard by which we are Jud%ed., This
is supremely true of Jesus Christ. Men who réject Him do
not do awdy with Him. They merely pronounce their own
doom by their rejection.

[I. Pilate played the part of a moral coward that day.

1 The first evidence of this_is his effort to evade responsi-

b|||t,¥ for making a decision. The suggestion. that Jesus was a
Galilean seemed to offer him a way out of his moral dilemma.
If he could put responsibility over on Herod, who was the
titular ruler of Galilee, he would be able to escape necessity
for disposing of the case himself. But his efforts at evasion
were In vain. o .

2. He then boldly announced his belief in the innocence of

Jesus, only to, cringe before the outcry he provoked. 1t was
not justice this mob wanted, but revenge. They would have
done” with this troubler of Israel once and for all. Nor was
Plllate’s devotion to justice as great as his fear of popular
clamor.
. 3. He next proposed. to inflict a minor penalty—a scourg-
ing—and then release his prisoner. It Seems never to have ot-
curred to him that an_innocent man should be released with-
out penalty of any kind if JUSIICE were to be served. This
was only & face-saving procedure on Pilate’s part.

4, The governor’s next proposal was that Jesus be released
as the annual Prlsoner. s a sop to the Jews, the Roman
administration Tollowed the plan “of releasing one prisoner—
usually one accused of some political offense—at the Passover
season. It occurred suddenly to Pilate that here was a pos-
sible means of escape for him from his embarrassing situation.
But the Jews were read¥ for him, and by the samé token re-
vealed the terrible depths of their own depravity. “No!”
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the Barabbas was a
robber, guilty of crimes of violence; and it was such a man
who was preferred to Christ! “What shall 1 do then with
Jesus which'is called Christ?” asked Pilate. “Let him .be
crucified!” howled the mob. , )

. Pilate’s next move was to totally disregard a message
from his wife. All during that night of Jesus’ betrayal and
arrest, Pilate’s wife had™ dreamed” of Him—as she “put i,
“Suffered many things in a dream because of him.”" It Is
amazing that Pilate “should disregard such a warning. The
Romans were a most superstitious people, and were par-
ticularly impressed by dreams. Here was an omen of evil
which ‘under normal ‘conditions Pilate would not have failed
to heed, The fact that he paid no attention indicates some-
thing of the pressure under which he labored. )

6.” Finally the hard-pressed governor, as a token of his
own innoceénce and in order to” emphasize the fact that the
Jews themselves must bear full responsibility for this infamous
deed, washed his hands In the presence of fhe mob. It was a
futile ?esture, for over the years since it has been recognized
that af least a generous share of the shame of this miscarriage
of justice rests upon Pilate, It must be that in hell he still
washes_his hands in a futile effort to remove spots of guilt
that will not out. . .,

Thus were_his feeble efforts at justice rendered unavailing.
It was appointed unto Christ to die; but woe fo that man
who passed sentence upon Him! Better were it for that man
if he had never been born.

Il But Pilate’s question states the universal moral
issue, “What shall | do then with Jesus?”

1 What shall “I” do? There is a tremendous weight of
responsibility attaching to the human spirit. ~ Man, because
he is man,” must make moral decisions and determing his
own destiny.  Walt Whitman san?, “l am the captain of
my soul, the master of my fate.” Tt is eternally true. There
IS°no, power. in God’s universe that will force_me to a moral
decision which | do not choose to make. The fact that |
am “I” means that | must face the questions presented by the
Persqnalgty of Jesus, and suffer the consequences of my . de-
ermination of the matter. It is a noble privilege; but it is
equallg a fearful responsibility,

2. But the issue “I" faceis Jesus th,e_onIY begotten Son
of God, gilven to men as a token of divine love and as an
instrument of human redemption. He is the perfect expres-
sion of God’s love for and compassion upon me. “God com-
mendeth his love toward us in" that while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” No other event could ever have
demonstrated so convincingly that God Is love. And | am
Sompelled to relate myself"fo the expression of that love in
esus.

3. The question is a chaIIenge to action. “What shall |
do .. . ?" “To do” Is a verd of action. Something must
be done. It is impossible to stall the issue. To attémpt a
med_latmq_I position 'is to align oneself with the enemies of
Christ. 'He must be accepted or regected; and anything less
than complete acceptance 1s complefe rejection.  Shakespeare
has well said: _

“There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;

Omitted, al| the voyage of their life,

Is bound in shallows, and in miseries,

On such a full sea are we now afloat;

And we must take the current when it serves,

Or lose our ventures.” ,
Here is such a tide, which must be taken at the flood if a
man is to have hope in Christ.

IV. This supreme question will change with the years,
and with rejection of Christ,

1 The question, as it now confronts us, is this: “What
shall | do with Jesus?” We are still creatures vested with

shouted, “release unto us BarabbasL”
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a degree of sovereignty, and able to say “Yes” or “No” to
the challenge of the"Son of God. ;

2. But for the man who reJIects Christ, in_later life the
question will be, “What shall T do without Jesus?” How
can a man face old age, privation, declining powers and
eventu_allx death, without the defensive strength that Jesus
can give? How can one live and die without Him?

3. The matter does not end there, however, for after death
comes the judgment—dominated by “the judgment seat of
Christ.” In" that fearful hour the suh)reme question will be,
“What will Jesus do with me?” The issue is out of our
hands in such an hour. We will have made our eternal
choice and now we must await His sentence.

Qur one hope rests in_facing_Pilate’s guestion squarely and
settling it in ‘favor of Jesus Christ. What shall ‘1 do” with
Him 2" | will accept Him, and make Him Lord and Master
of my life. Lord Jesus, command Thou me!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1939
MORNING SERVICE
Taking Time to Be Holy
Suggested Scripture Lesson—Mark 6: 7-32.

. Text—And he said unto them, Come &e yourselves apart
into a desert place, and rest a while (Mark 6:31).

[. It has undoubtedly with emotions strangely mixed. that
Jesus drew' His disciplesaside for this period”of relaxation
and rest. Strange and tragic events ‘were occurring on
gver% hand and Jesus himself must have been deeply moved
y them.

L The early verses of this chapter record the sending forth
of the twelve two by two to Frea_ch_the message of thé king-
dom. It was a most unusual mission, and conducted along
lines that seemed to he hlghly improvident. They were com-
manded to “take nothing for"thejr journey, save a staff only:
no scrip, no bread, no money in ‘their purse; but be shod
with sandals; and not put on"two coats.” Their lack in ma-
terial equipment was more than compensated for by the
%plrltual authority with which the Master vested "them.

hey were comnianded to preach repentance, heal the sick
andcast out demons. Now they were returning flushed with
success and elated over the remarkable outcomé of their mis-
sion of evangelism and mercy.

2. Meanwhile there had occurred that dark and terrible
interlude—the murder of John the BaFtlst., He had been
Herod’s prisoner for some time, thanks to his fearless speak-
ing of the truth. It appears that Herod did not contemplate
this crime when he cast John into prison, But he allowed
himself to be maneuvered into a comprdmlsm? position and to

save his own face commanded the death of the courageous
preacher.  The heart of Jesus was undoubted]?/ depressed
and heavy by reason of this event. In fact if was amid

these shadows that the disciples found their Lord on their
return from their mission of preaching.

3. Coupled with these _emotional experiences was the
steady pressure of the multitude, The Master was constantly
thronged with crowds, many of them sufferers calculated to
arousé the pity of any compassionate soul. We will never
know how these contaCts must have drained the Master’s re-
souces of symg,athy until_at times He felt Himself “clean
forespent,” &s Sidney Lanier expressed It.

4, These circumstances afford sufficient explanation of
Jesus” hunger for a place of relaxation and rest, There are
times when” a man’s spirit can be restored and revived only by
solitude and quietness; when the burning fevers and ‘mad
rushings of life must glve way to calm and quietness. And
If the” Master required such periods of reconstruction, how
much more must we have such times in our lives!
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Il. There is grave need that we take time to be holy.

L No .man’s life can be lived alwayﬁs in the presence of
the multitude. ~ There must be deep, hidden springs in the
spirit from which life_and sustenance can be drawn. Trans-
Parenpy of character is altogether to be desired. But a life
hat is wholly transparent, with no ervacy,no deep hidden
places, no vital inner resources, is a shallow’ life at best. God
desires “truth 1n the inward parts”; but by that very expres-
sion He recognizes that there are to be Some inward parts,
some precious and holy sanctuaries in the soul fenced away
from the defiling feet ‘of the multitudes.

2. There must be time, moreover, for rest, leisure and quiet
if the soul would commune with God. The surface of our
lives_is filled with feverish activity, clamorous voices, dis-
tracting experiences, all of which draw heavily on our re-
sources of ‘spiritual e,nergé. Unless these resources are built
up by communion with “God, life, must become a shell worn
P_rogresswely thinner by the friction of life’s experiences un-
il it colla?ses in ruins.” Time; time spent in God's presence;
time devoted to looking into the face of Christ; this alone
is the antidote for “life’s fitful fever.”

3. But, furthermore, religion is not strain and struggle
but relaxation in the Rresence of God and perfect rest and
quiet in the center of tne will of God. A normal and healthy
walk with God Is not a thing of struggle and agony and
frequently of failure. It is a finding of the blessed and Testful
center of the will of God for one’s life. “In_returning and
rest shall ye be saved: in quietness and confidence shall be
ﬁour strength” (Isa. 30: 1S). Here is a lesson many of us
ave got to learn.

Il There are experiences in life which emphasize the
|mphor(t3andce of desert places, where one can be alone
with God.

1 The pressure of the crowd, the rush of business, the
cares of this world, and the lusts of other things, all should
drive us to God for sustenance and grace. There are times
In life when crowds become a burden’_grievous to be borne
They weary us, and sap our. vital energies, until we long for a
solitude unbroken by any intrusion. ~“And nothing but soli-
tyde can restore the sodl in such an hour. Afier Elijah’s
\/,lctor% over the prophets of Baal and his consequent exalta-
tion, he found himself so depleted in his emotional resources
that he was easily plunged into the very depths of despon-
dency, As a remedy fof his mood of despair God prescribed
a period of sojourn” in the wilderness. It was for a similar
healing benefit "that Jesus sought the mountain_in the early
morning for a period in the presence of the Father. Jesus
warned"us against the subtle devastation that can be wrought
in us by the deceptions of life. They choke the word, and
make It unfruitful, He declared, How important, therefore,
that there be a trysting place in our lives where we meet
God face to face. , ,

2. Moreover Jesus makes it clear that there is a subtle
spiritual pride to which men fall liable who have met with
sudden and unusual spmtual successes.  Saint Luke tells us
(An Luke 10: 17-20) that when the seventy returned with
the report that devils were subject unto them through Jesus’
name, the Master sensed this danger. “I beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven,” He said: The implication |sfola|n
efough—that it was pride that lay at the root of Satan’s fall—
subtle spiritual pride, “I have given you power greater. than
men have ever received before,” Notwithstanding™in this re-
joice not,” He warned, “but rather rejoice becausé your names
are written in heaven.” The marvel of marvels 1s not that
we have power over devils, but rather that God has_had
such. mercy upon us. Be not exalted in your spirits. Over-
confidence” will undermine the soul of any man.

3. In times of sadness, or other emotional upheaval, one’s
only safety is in ,seekmg the face of God. In ‘such an hour
crifical judgment is in abeyance and a man becomes a creature
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of his moods. The enemy of the soul does not hesitate to
take advantage of one in”such an hour, to, raise disquieting
suggestlons that reflect on the wisdom and justice and’ mercy
of"God.  We lose our sense of perspective under such pressure.
And the only adequate medicine for a soul thus tried i
found in the”desert places with God.

; IIV. Jesus is saying to us today, “Take time to be
0 y.il

“Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest

a while.”

L1 The difficult task of earning a living is_apt to englross
us so completely. as to leave no time for God.  The Tong
hours of apPhcatlon to_daily toil, as well as the vital energy
thus exhausted, leave little ‘time or strength for hola/ thmgi(s.
The anxieties that are incident to businéss and trade strike
directly at our principle of faith in God, and present us with
sudden temptations fo distrust. If a man thus beset is to
stand his ground, he must take time resolutely and devote it
to God and his own soul.
. 2. There are, moreover, a thousand and one diverting and,
in themselves, legitimate things In our_moden_life which are
apt to rob us of ‘precious intercourse with Christ. The temp-
taion is to put that which is good in the place of that
which is best. One can get so_busy rellglou_sI%/ as 1o ,for%et
the Savior, | know a busy District Superintendent in the
Church of the Nazarene who makes no engagements for
Wednesday nights, reserving that night for attendance at the
Elrayermeetmg in the local “church of which he is a member.
IS own soul requires that amount of culture. Only thus
can anz man maintain his spiritual reserves at a proper. level
and take the time required to be holy. Let us not fail God
and our own souls.

EVENING SERVICE
Our Lord’s Second Appearing
Sugcested Scripture Lesson—Hebrews o: 6-28.

Text—Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many;
and unto them that look for him shall h ak)pear the second
time without sin unto salvation (HEb. 9: 28"

1. There is._no doubt that the greatest single event in the
history of mankind occurred in Bethlehem many centuries ago
when"God gave His Son to be born of a virgin. It was un-
impressive enough, that humble birth amidst the lowliest of
surroundings.  Earth ﬁald litle “heed, though heaven was
profoundly” moved. The Babe there ushered into earth life
grew to be a man of hoIK sinless life, against whom no one
could rise and bring truthful accusation.” His brief ministry
was marked by a rare and lovely idealism such as had been
dimly anticipated by the greatest prophets of the Jewish peo-
Ee, and by them only in"connection with this coming of the

xalted One. But, most significant of all, His death was pos-
sessed of a redemptive_meaning that moves men profoundly
today, It was no ordinary death that was witnessed when
He died, but a death that revealed the heart-break of Al-
mlghtﬁ God over the sing of a wilful race. Today men
have hope instead of despair because of our Lord’ first com-

ing.

,q_lnked cIoseI%/ to that in our text is another event that
is yet to be—the second appearing of our Lord and Savior,
“Unto them that look for him spall he appear the second
time.”_ There Is abundant promise_ and, ,estlmonx in_the
New Testament that bears upon this stirring truth. Jesus
himself promised that He would come again. ~ The first wit-
ness God gave to the assembled disciples after the Ascension
bore on this same promise. It was the living hope of the
early church that Christ would once again “appear. The
apostles all wrote of this forthcoming event and urﬂed, to
a readiness for it. This typical Christian confidence still rings
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in the hearts of believers. Ever)(where the People of God
are scanning the heavens expectantly, looking for the appear-
Ing of Christ.

These two events, past and future, yet so closely and com-
pletely related to the present hour, are indeed the most sig-
nificant in_human history. Without them. life would pos-
sess little, if any, meaning. One is redemption graciously be-
gun; the other is redemﬁtlon %Iorlously,conclude . Itis |tt|ng%
tahnd IPlr%per that they should De thus’linked by the author o

e Hebrews.

[I. Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.”

1. It is not popular today to think of Christ in terms of
redemption. The modern age has created a Christ of its own
oyt of its jmagination and”in its own image. Most of the
adulatory things that are being said of thé Christ have no
referencé to the sm-b,earmtq Lamb of God. Modern thought
turns in revolt and disgust from the real facts of our Lord’s
Iblff, and death, and preférs to live in a world of religious make-
elieve.

2. 1t should be repeated with emphasis
Christ was offered. FHe was the bleed!ng Lamb, preflqu_red
by every sacrifice ever offered on Jewish altars. An%hmg
less than this is a view less than Christian, His death was
atoning. It paid the price of my reconciliation to the Fa-
ther. “Without His shed blood, I had been forever undone,
without mercy and God.

3. He hore the sins of “many,” declares this text. We are
not to understand by this expression that ours is a limited
atonement: many included, but some excluded. = Rather it is
“many” as contrasted with “few.” Here is provision that ex-
clud%s no one. Whosoever will may come and be graciously
saved.

4. But He was once offered. . That is, He died once for all,
There is no other such sacrifice envisaged by the plan. of
God. If a man reject this provision, he need rot flatter him-
self that he_can find some other avenue of hope. There will
be no repetition_ of the cross. God has absolutely nothing in
reserve, Jesus is the only substitute for guilty man. His Is
the only name by which approach unto God becomes possible.
His is the only "blood that can atone.

[1l. But now comes this striking truth: Jesus will ap-
pear the second time.

11t is easy to scoff at this faith. In fact God has antici-
Pa,ted the quéstions of the scoffer and answered them in the
hird chapter of the Second ERISHQ of Peter. There were
scoffers In the daYs of Noah who ridiculed that preacher of
rightegusness until the flood came and, destroyed them all.
S0 wlllomen say of this truth, “Where is the promise of His
coming?

2. But how' can we be assured of His second coming? It
stands_ by the same testimony that assures us of HIS first
2

therefore, that

appearing. It is rather startling to note that rejection of the
first truth amounts virtually_to~repudiation of the second. |If
this testimony is reliable in"its witness to the manger and the
cross, how can we reject its witness to the return of our Lord?
3. Now it is declared_here that Christ's second appearin
will be “without sin.” The reason is obvious., He has dea
with sin once for al! in the terrible fact of His cross. There
He ogened a fountain of cleansing. where é;mlty, defiled men
may be loosed from their sins. His_second appearing, there-
fore, will add nothing to the glorious fact of redemption,
consummated in His Cross, _
4, But it is declared that “unto them that look for him
will he appear . . . unto salvation.” Does this mean that
onIK, those ‘that look for Him will be aware of His coming?
I think not; for the Book asserts that “every eye shall See
him.” Rather it is only to those that look for Him that He
will appear “unto salvation.” To men unprepared for His
coming there is no promise of hope in the return of Christ.
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5. . But what does it mean to be looking for Him? Many
have imagined that physical detachment from ever% earthly
thing would make theni ready. Consequently they have dis-
posed of their holdings, prepared themselves “ascension robes”
and gathered at appointed times for His appeannfg; only. to
be terribly disillusioned, But this is not readiness for Christ’s
appearing. Any hope that does not lead one to the cleansing
blood is” unchristian and unworthy. Here alone is fitness to
be found—a washing in the precious blood of Christ.

V. But meanwhile Jesus is discharging a sacred com
mission.

1 Verse 24 of this chapter declares that “Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands, . . . but into
heaven_itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
There is a marvelous, significance in this truth. Christ on the
cross was the bleeding” Lamb, whose outpoured blood and
offered-up life provided a nperfect atonement. The risen
Christ_ appearing in the presence of God is our High Priest
administering the redemptive benefits of His afonenient. 1In
Himself he "has combined these vital offices of sacrifice and
ﬁrlest. And 1t is this task that now engages Him in the
oly place above.

2. But to what intent is that appearing in God’s presence?
[t means that “if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the  Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” It means that
Christ, as the eternal ng[h Priest, “sprinkles His own atoning
blood on the mercy seat on high. He pleads for God to
have mercy upon guilty men, “not W|II|n? that any should
perish, but’ that all” should come to repenfance.”

Christ, therefore, is Redeemer, Advocate and coming King.
And only by acceptance of His past ministry on thé cros,
and His” présent ministry in the presence of God can any
man be made ready for His second earthly ewearlng. How
do we stand in the sight of our living Lora?

Last in a series of Four Sermons on

The Speaking Blood

Noble J. Hamilton

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony (Rev. 12 11

The ﬁersonal pronoun “him” as here used, refers to the
devil—the gentleman Grandma always referred to as “The
Bugger-man.”  They overcame “old Splithoof” by the blood
of the Lamb, and"the word of their testimony. There s
power in the blood. There is power in a personal testimony.

. The Blood Speaks to Overcome

Where there is lack of Rower there is no blood. One
[eason wh%/ the Professed church is so weak and powerless
is due to the fact that it is unacquainted with the blood of
Jesus Christ.  One reason why so man)() cannot pray is due
to the fact that the blood has never Dbeen applied "to their
hearts. It is therefore little wonder that they read prayers
from books, or are unable to give a burning testimony to
the saving grace of God. A Christian needs Mo defeatist at-
titude, fof whom “the Son makes free is free indeed.” Brother,
if the blood of Jesus has saved you from your sins, even
though you are not sanctified, yod can_live “above sin, ride
above discouragement, be more”than victor over every cir-
cumstance, and"be a live wire for God. The blood speaks to
overcomel

The blood of the martyrs was a sure evidence of their tri-
umph. ,Theﬁl being dead” yet saeak. They sealed their testi-
monies in  their own blood rather than en)f_ their_Lord, or
recant their faith. They died, but yet they Tive. They were
overcomers through the’ blood!
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The blood of Jesus can save the sinner from his sins.
The blood .can clean him up and change his heart in a
second of time. He will become a new “creature in Christ.
Old thl\r;\ﬂ]s will pass away, and_behold, all things will become
new.  Where the blood is applied there is power! Power to
live righteously, power to love the Lord, power to work for
God. ““There”is” wonder-working power in the blood.”

[l. The Blood Speaks of Innocence

“The lambs of the Old Testament that were sacrificed were
fitting symbols of innocence. Rivers of animal blood flowed
from“the altars of the old dispensation, ﬁreflgurmg the blood
of atonement that was to be shed by the Lamb of God on
Calvary.  Always before the Weak™ had suffered for the
strong, and the ﬁunty for the innocent; but now the_strong
Is to "suffer for the weak, and the innocent for the ?_mlty.

Isaiah in his f|ft>{-th|rd chapter caught a future glimpse of
Jesus, the innocent Lamb, when he “said, “He is”led as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers s
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.’ o _

That Jesus was innocent we have the testimonies of His
enemies.  Certainly 1f anyone would declare him guilty, it
would be His enemies. But, no, they acclaim Him innogent!
Said Judas Iscariot, who betrayed the Master, “| have sinned
in that | have betrayed the innocent blood” (Matt. 27:4).
oaid the centurion _guard at the cross, “Truly "this was the
Son of God.” Said” Pilate, “I am innocent of the blood of
thIS_just person; SE6 ye t0 it"

Sin destroys Innocence. . Few sinners expected, when they
started out ‘in sin, to wind up .a desperate criminal. But
from sneaklngi out to smoke a cigarette behind the barn or
in the alley, they drifted into lying to try to cover up from
their parents; thien the bottle gave way to the open flask;
shooting dice gave way to more serious gambling; petty
thefts gave way to major thievery; toting a”wooden gun in
boyish rout of ‘the supposed Indians gave way to a red trail
of “actual human bloodshed, and the innocent”boy has grown
to be a desperado. From one sin to another on down the
toboggan slide, he went.  Mrs. Capone probably once fondled
a tify, rollicking, innocent little baby, little dreaming of the
fearful days when he would grow up to be America’s Ieadlng
gangster 0f the early twentieth century. But sin change
innacence into quilt. ) o

Only the blood of Jesus can change guilt back into inno-
cencel’ How marvelous that a poor”old sinner warﬁed and
twisted with every known vice, ‘can be brought back to his
childhood innacence through the blood of Jesus in conversion!
It is only thrqu%h the blood that you can get back to your
boyhood “or girlhood innocency!

[, The Blood Speaks of Guilt and Puynishment
The blood is guick to sloeak of guilt and punishment to
those who treat it wrongful(}{. You Cannot trample the blood
of Jesus without reaping dire consequences. To reject the
blood is to reject your “only hope in this world or in the
world to come. o

Pilate, hoping to clear his skirts of the blood of Jesus, and
et anxious to preserve his Prestl(];e with the worIdI){ glement,
ried to wash his hands of the blood of Jesus. But his guilt
was none the less evident. Perhaps, if the curtains weré to
be drawn back so that we could get a glimpse of the infernal
regions, we would see a stoop-shouldered man, clothed in the
shreds of imperial purple, trying still to wash the guilt and
Runlshment of his. soul a_wa}/. But, alas! the blood is on
iIs hands. It drips! drips! drips! from his gory fingers.
He was on the wrong side of the blood of Jesus.

Perhaps also, we Would see a haunted man, as thou%h
Pursued by fiery fiends and thirsty bloodhounds, trying 1o
0ss away the t w(tjy pieces of silvér, the price of his Lord.
| say to” him, “Judas, what is the matter with you?” He
replies, “Oh, mh guilt and my punishment are ‘more than
3 can bear!” He was on the wrong side of the blood of
esus.
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The Jews said at the crucifixion of Christ, “Let his_blood
be upon us and upon our children.” And It is 0. Ever?é-
where the Jews have gone they_can be traced by the marks
of persecution and bloodshed. “ The guilt and punishment of
their own choice is ever upon them. They were on the
wrong side of the blood of Jesus.

. O brother, the soul with the least excuse in the da?, of
#udgment will be the Nazarene who was converted buf his
ands are_ dripping red with the rejected blood of Jesus for
sanctification.  Or”the person who has heard holiness preach-
mgltfor yeialrs but has never paid the price. God pity his
guilty soul!

V. The Blood Speaks of Heaven

One of Queen Victoria’s courtiers remarked, “Some day
You are going to be queen.” She replied, “If that be trug,
d better beé;m living like a queen now! ,

Yes, indeed! If you are going to be at home one day in
heaven, you better "get heaven in your heart now. If "one
day you ‘expect to be crowned, You ought to Prepare for that
evenf now.  You can have a little of Heaven to go to heaven
in. If ope da¥ you expect to live a heavenly Tife up there
you would better” begin living a heavenly life ‘down here!

Rev. Jarrefte E. Aycock once rode on the train with
William Jennings Bryan. Bryan was a man known_all over
the world and “loved” and respected by thousands. Rev. Mr,
Aycock was a Nazarene evangelist. ~ When Aycock entered
the coach no one knew he was there, no, attention was paid
him.  But when Br)(]an got on, men quit readmgn_the,lr pa-
pers, some moved fheir ﬁrlps from their seats fhinking he
would sit by them, and the old Negro porter helped him to
find a seat.” Presently, after the train had started, the cop-
ductor came through calling, “Tickets, please; have your tick-
ets ready.” Brother Aycock said he noticed that Bryan had
to produce a ticket to ride on the train the same as” he did.
There was no difference in the passport. .

So it is on the trip to glory. Your money, your prestige
KO‘” reputation will ‘not get you by. On that trip you will
ave to have the blood. "It s the only pass?ort to” heaven.

Rev. Alfred Cookman said when d mg%, “I am sweeping
through the gates, washed in the blood of the Lamb.” The
blood™ speaks of heaven! Only those whose hands have been
m,aliie te,an and hearts have "been made pure in the blood
will get in.

THE SABBATH

The Sabbath is a potent factor in social order and good
government. . ,

A dlstm%u,lshed jurist said, “The Sabbath is the corner-
stone of public morality and happiness,”

Daniel Webster said, “The
servator of nations.” o
f 1 The Sabbath conserves the health and physical vigor
of man.

The people who are so afraid of the Blue Sunday have
a blue Monday. ,

The London Standard of,EngIar]d says, “We believe that
the dull English Sunday as it iS stlgmalzed by fools i the
Ermlc,l%al caulse of the Superior health and longevity of the

nglish_people.

gZ. Tﬁe pSabbath is the conservator of intelligence and
good morals. ,

Blackstone wrote, “A corruption of morals usually fol-
lows a Profanatlon of the Sabbath.”

A blue Sunday is better than a black Sunday. ,

3. The Sabbath is the conservator of the home life. It is
the only day of the week when it is possible for the mem-
bers of ‘some families to get acquainted with each other,

4, Tthe Sabbath is the bulwark of social order and gov-
ernment.

abbath is the moral con-
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“The Sabbath was made for man.”

You cannot make man good by legislation, but that is
no argument against legislation. If the law is not to per-
suade in a rigid way how you are to spend your Sundays,
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it does have a right to say that you shall not deprive other

peog{le of their

Advocate.

undays.
ou may spend y,gur Sabbath as a day_ of rest, but you
have no right to deprive other people of their rest—christian

Expository Outlines for October

Assurance and Victory in Conflict
(2 Chron. 20: 1-30)

[. A Good Man, as a Leader, IS Very
Helpful in the Hour of Peril

1 Jehosha#)hat was one of the good

kmﬂs of Judah. _ _

2. Although he made some serious mis-

takes, especially in_his, alliance with
Ahab, yet he”maintained a living
faith in’ the God of Israel.

3. This is the great need of all people
today.

[I. A Nation Was Called to Prayer in
the_Hour of Peril .
1 The Moabites and the Ammonites

were encamped against Judah (v.

2 E()Umors of greater numbers coming
to the siegé were given the king

V. 2).

3. The King recognizes their only hope
i in ng ,(v.g3%. , P
a. He desired the guidance of the

ord.
b. He recognized_their need of su-
pernatural assistance.
4. The km% leads the nation in prayer
(vs. 5-1(}.
a. Pays due honor to the character
of "God (vs. 6, 7). _
b. Reminded God. of the promises
that He had 8|ven to their fa-
thers (vs, 8-10).
¢. Pleads with the Lord to under-
take in their cause (v. 12).
d. He let the Lord know that their
faith and expectation were in
Him.  “But our eyes are upon
thee.”

[1l. God Gives the King and the Peo-
ple the Promise of Help and De-
liverance (vs, 14-17). .
1 God accepts the challenge of His

people and tells them, “the battle
Is_not yours, buf God’s.”
2. Gives Specific directions for the

campaign. N
3. The battle became a spirjtual one.
“Stand ye still and. see the salva-
tion of the Lord with ){ou."
4. God tells them definitely that He
will be with them.
V. The King Led the People to Vic-

tory (vs, 18-30). .
L éy exhorting ‘the peaple to get their

eéyeszogé of the enemies and on God
v. 20),
2. leading the people in praise (vs.
1%” ) g the peop p (

Lewis T. Corlett

a. In individual waorship that soon

sl%realdg)to the waiting people (vs.

b. By. orﬁqanizing the singers to
praise fne Lord (v. 21).

3. The battle and the conflict were

\évgon by faith and praise (vs. 22,

a. God fought their battles while
they obeyed Him. _

b. God caused the enemies to fight
each other. .

¢. The people received %reat spoil.

4. Jehoshaphal gave due Nonor “and

%alasg to God™ for the victory (vs.

V. This Is an Outstanding Challenge

to the Church .

L To recog}nlz,e that God is a greater
source Of victory than organization
and manipulation. ,

2. To wait upon the Lord for direc-
tions for present conflicts. _

3. To whole-heartedly obey God in
all directions given.

The Christian Soldier
(2 Timothy 2)
I. God Plans for His Children to
Take Part in the Conflict Against
Sin _and Wickedness )
Paul uses the figure of the soldier
in several places in h!s,wrltm?s.

2. This is the glorious privilege of the
children of “God. _

3. The riches and ?Iory of the Chris-
tian faith are fully vealized only in
victorious conflicts.

4, Paul enumerates a_number of char-
acteristics of the Christian soldier.
I[I. The Resources of the Christian
Soldier
L Receives strength through the grace
that is, bountifully bestowed on ev-
ery child of God” (v. 1)..

2. Has the privilege of being a par-
taker of all the fruits of "the gos-

Eel. (v. 6). .

3. Enjoys a srmpathetlc, understand-
Ing and fellowship with the Cap-
tain of his salvation (vs., 11-13).

4, He also has the consciousness of
standing on a sure foundation while
engaged in the conflict (v. 19).

1. The Responsibility of the War-
rior

L He 3must endure hardness joyfully
v. 3).
2. He must be careful not to be en-

tangled or enmeshed in the affairs

of this life (v. 4). o

3. He must ever live and fight in ac-
cord with all the rules and regula-
tions of God (v. 5). .

4. He must conserve his time for the
fundamental and essential things,
that brm% profit both to the sol-
dier and o the hearer (v. 14).

5. The soldier must ever seek earnest-

Ig to have the favor of the Great

daptaln of the sky in all that he

0€S.

6. He must patiently teach all men
(vs. 2, 25).

IV. The Soldier’s Hope
L That the cPromlses of God have

never failed (v. 8). ]

2. That the promises of God are faith-
ful sayings (v. 11). ,

3. That "HE will finally obtain the
eternal glory that comes through
salvation™ (v 10).

4. Ever live in the consciousness that
“the Lord knoweth them that are
his” (v. 19)

God’s PurBose for His Children
(Hebrews 13: 20, 21)

I. The Privileges and Advantages of
the Christian Religion Have Been
Discussed and Emphasized in this
Book o
L Christian ~institutions have  been

contrasted and. compared with the
Jewish institutions. ,

2. Christ has been compared with the
servants of the Levitical order.

3. The gospel, with its tenets and
Founder, has been shown to he su-
Perlor to the dispensation of the
aw.

4. The text is the final word of ad-
monition to the Christians.

[I. The Admonition Reveals God’s
Purpose for All of His Children
L To utilize His highest and qreatest

powezr0 in behalf“of His followers

v. 20).
a. Exemplified in His ability to
bring’ Christ from the Qrave
Victor over all the enemiés of
mankind. N
b. Administered in the same spirit
as Christ displayed as the great
Shepherd of "His flock, sympa-
thetic, tender, considerate and

aithfu).
¢. The display of the character of
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God as one. of peace and joy-
fulness to_ His_people.

2. To fully equip His_ children in serv-

ice to ‘and for Him. *“Make you

perfect [equip you fully] in every
ood work.”

a. Bestowed on the consideration
that the believer has given to
the advantages of the better
covenant,

b. He plans to follow up the obe-
dience of the believer by making
him efficient in service.

¢. God longs, plans and purposes
to_fully “equip each one of His
children for the service of His
kmgdom. ,

d. God wants His followers to he
actively engaged in the develop-
ment of the ‘work of His king-
dom on this earth. )

3. He gives, the standard to guide the

beligver in service, o

a. To actively advance His inter-
ests.  “To do his will.”

b. To be engaged in carrying out
that which would bring’ the_ap-
probation of the Divirie. “That
Whhcth" is well pleasing in his
sight.

4. He also states the channel through
which_these things are to be ac-
complished. “Through Jesus Christ.”
a. He has opened. this channel

through which His children can
and do receive divine life,

b. He is the active partner of His

disciples in_all Tlegitimate ac-

tivities of life, N

He gave the Holy Spirit to be

the Guide to all the words and

commands of Christ and to car-
ry present instruction to each
follower.

[1l. A1 Christians Should Place
Themselves at the Disposal of God

1 By faking advantage of the better
Prlvneges of the “gospel as por-
rayed in the Book of Hebrews.

2. By planning to do something for
God so that He can fully equip
them In their service. _

3. By keeping uppermost in their
minds the “fact that all must be
well pleasing to Him. o

4. By cultivating a simple, childlike
faith in God and His promises for
the advancement of His cause and
the salvation of men and women.

Suggestions for Prayermeetings

H. 0. Fanning

Keeping Prayermeetings in Their
Place .

The prayermeeting is not an independ-
ent concern. It has its place to fill in
the entire work of the church. It func-
tions best when it has found its ,?Iace,
and is kept in it. Not only is it the
spiritual thermometer of the Church, but
—humanly speaking—it is the mainspring
of its activities. = Everything in the
church will 'be better Decause of its
Broper functioning.  The pastor should
e a better man, a more effective ‘preach-
er and pastor because of its influence.
The parsonage should be a more effective
center because of it. The members of
the church should be better men and
women, their home and family life
should be much improved; their homes
should be better homes, and more in-
fluential with their neighbors because_of
improvement in the éjrayermeetmg. The
Sunday school should be a better Sup-
day school, and do better work: the
young people’s. work should be better
and ‘more SFII’Itual; the missionary in-
terests should be stronger; the evan-
%ellstlc atmosphere of the church should
e more fervent, and the work more
effective because of the prayermeeting.
The entire spiritual atmosphere of the
church should be |m€roved and made
more helpful .to members of the church
and community in which the church is
located because of a constantly improv-

ing pragermeetmg.“The entire church
should Dbe more spiritual and more ef-
fective. It I1s no easy matter to_pring
the prayermeeting to” where it fills its
place in the church, in, the community,
and in all the far-flung interests involved,
but it i1s well worth the effort. The
prayermeeting should be the rallrmg
place for the entire church in all of ifs
interests and activities. It can fill its
place only as this is true.

The Stewardship of Life

The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord: _and he delighteth in his
way (Psalm 37:23).

Man is the crowning. work of God’s
creative power. Made"in His image, he
is too important a being for purpdseless
creation. ~ He s destinéd to_fill places
altogether too important for God to have
no F,Ian for his life, ng purpose in his
creation. We are safe in assuming that
God has a plan for every life, purposes
to work out through every available life.
. Without responsibilities, one merely
exists.  Life is purposeful. It is for
achievement.  Indisposed to shoulder re-
sponsibilities, man " sinks to the lower
levels of life. Shirking the more difficult
things of life, man robs himself of the
things God designed that he should en-
oy, Stewardship of life lifts us to its
igher levels. Entire sanctification IS
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necessary as a practical experience to all
who would qualify as stewards cf life.

[I. God has made us stewards oj our
divinely given endowments. He has en-
dowed us with powers subject to well-
nigh unlimited improvement. 1t is ours
to” discover, develop and use these God-
given powers for His ﬁlory and the E,ood
of our fellowmen. Humanly speaking,
the most important discoveries we are
permitted to make are in the realm of
cur own personal selfhood. Here is a
vast field for personal exploration and
discovery. It I unthinkable that God
should éndow' a being with such powers,
and have no concern” as to his use, mis-
use, or nonuse of them.

I, 1t will not be concerning our sal-
vation as a fact, that we will be called
to give an account at the judgment, but
for the deeds done in the body. FOr what
we have, or have not done, with the
powers with which He has endowed us
(Matt. 25 14-30; Luke 19: 12-27). We
will be called to give an account of our
stewardship.

V. The stewardship of life is not a
hardship, but an honor. It IS N0t an gasy
task, but it is a Worth while task. Mak-
ing man—under God—the arbiter. of his
own destiny, the architect of his. own
character, 1S an evidence of the dignity
and worth of human nature in the Sight

More Sermons from Life

The reception %lven Dr.
Clarence E. Macarthey’s first
volume, SERMSNS, FROM
LIFE, has. romﬁte this second
series of eighteen sermaons. Theey
are built around the living expe-
riences of men and womén who
have comle face to face .with
al and

VEry re soul-straining
temetatlons. These sermons
alo

nd_ In human Interest and In
actual life situations. $1.50

NAZAR E J]?UBLISKIING HOUSE
a} f003t, Ayenue
ansas City, Mo.
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of God. There may be vast differences
in the endowments “of different persons.
As stewards of life we need the constant
direction of the Giver of life. His plan
for my life will be worked out as I co-
operate with Him in its outworking.

V. Great interests are affected in mat-
ters of our service. The interests of God
in the workm%, out of His plans and
?urposes. No Tigher honor can be con-
erred  upon us as believers, than that
of having our parts, and filling our places
in this great work. The interests of hu-
man souls, not only of those immediately
contacted, but of “oncoming generations.
God made Paul a blessing™ to the souls
of men of his generation and of all suc-
ceeding generations.

VI. In this stewardship, our own souls
are blessed in increased capacities for
service. The man whose pound had
gained ten pounds was given authority
over ten cities. It is through use that
growth and progress are made, and W
come to the realization of our possi-
bilities. It is through surmounting dif-
ficulties that we inCrease our capacities
for surmounting them. _The way to the
helghts IS not easy. The “easy” ways
lead in o%osne directions.

VI 45 a pro?resswe being, man
should be rightly refated to his past and
his future. “There is a connection be-
tween the two. He is leaving one, and
going on to the other. In & very real
Sense he can neither live in the one nor
in the other and meet the issues of his
todays as they should be, met. Sufficient
unto” the day is the evil thereof. The
business of the day is_sufficient to en-
?age all of one’s activities and powers.
nthis work one must search the Scrip-
tures, he must be much in prayer. He
must have, the constant ministry of the
Holy Spirit, transforming him, te,achmgi
him,_and guiding him I the fulfillmen
of God’s purposes for him.

A Most Important Question

Have ye received the Holy Ghost since
ye believed? (Acts 19:2). °

uestions are of relative importance
and value. To the justified believer this
question is of paramount importance and
value. Ng_other question can transcend
it in significance. Our Lord’s final prom-
iIse to His disciples was_ that of the gift
of the Holy Spirit. His last. command
to them was that they tarry in the city
of Jerusalem until they Were endued
with power from on high. When  the
Day of Pentecost was come the waiting
disCiples were all filled with, the Holy
Spirit, and the Church of this age—the
body of Christ—was brought into” being.
The” Church that was brought into bein
thro_u?h the efficacy of the blood 0
Christ has been kept in bemgFs and will
be kerpt in being, by the same Person and
pOwer.

am,
We shall

The Church that was made possible by

the shedding of Christ’s blood is made
actual by fhe personal mipistrations of
the Holy Spirit.  Those who believe in
vital salvation are agreed concerning, the
importance of the work of the Spirit n
regeneration. Accordm? to the Word of
God, and in practical _experience, the
work of the S?I[It in entire sanctification
IS as important in its place as His work
In regeneration in its place.
_ 1. Receiving the Haly Spirit after be-
lief unto_regeneration is' the divine order.
Those who are born of the Spirit are to
be baptized with the SPmt. Peter’s
declargtion on the Day of Pentecost is
for all time, Repent “and be baptized,
every one of you, in_the name of Jesus
Christ for the’ remission of sins, and ye
shall rcceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
For the_promise™ is unto you,” and to
your children, and to all that are afar
ff, even as many as the Lord our God
call (Acts 2 38, 39).

[I.  This work is needed for the de-
struction of indwelling sin; that which
IS enmity against God.” It is only through
receiving the Holy Spirit subsequent to
legeneration that " this work s accom-
P|Ished. Internal peace is possible only
hrough the performance of this work of
the Spirit. “Walk 'in the Spirit, and ye
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit
and the Spirit against’ the flesh: and
these are contrary ‘the one to the other;
so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would” %Gal. 5: 16-26).

[, The Spirit comes to empower us
for life and service. Sanctification I
more than an exF_enence to be enjoyed.
It is a life to be lived, service to he ren-
dered. Great as, is the negative side of
this experience—in making,"us free from
sin—there is a positive Side to it that
needs constant emphasis in our thoughts
and meditations, ~ The secret of “the
mighty work of the Apostle Paul and
his™ coworkers is in_the fact that they
received the Holy Spirit after they be-
lieved, and co-Operated with Him in
the accomplishment of God’s purposes
through_them. N

IV." Receiving the Holy Spirit subse-
quent to justifying belief,"opens the way
for establishment in rqrace,_unhmder_ed by
the work of indwelling sin, and in the
power and gracf of the Spirit. Establish-
ment in grace, like the rooting of a tree,
is the result of a process of growth in
grace. It is through the tree’s own
growth that its root System is developed,
and its establishment accomplished. This
IS a hiblical figure for the believer’s es-
tablishment in “grace., .

V. Being filled with the Holy Spirit,
opens the”way for progress in grace.
That there are vast differences in sancti-
fied believers is generally recognized.
That there are numerous réasons for this
is apparent to those who give the matter
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serious thought.  Differences in spiritual
abilities, circumstances of believers, ap-
plication, quality of instruction received
and matters of similar import. One of
the most outstanding occasions of these
differences is differences in the, progress
made in grace by different believers.

VI, De%rees of usefulness in service,
are dependent upon receiving the Holy
Spirit subsequent to justifying belief. In
this matter of usefulness in service is
found the most outstanding of all dif-
ferences among believers, ~ Here there
are vast differences in abilities. It is no-
ticeable that those who give themselves
to the most hearty co-oPeratlon with the
Spirit make the greatest progress, in, the
measures of their usefulness, ™ It is likely
that about all. of us could find room for
improvement in thig matter. Just ahead
of us is a day of accounting for the
use we_have made of the timé and tal-
ents with which we have been entrusted.

VII. Receiving the Holy Spirit subse-
quent to justifying belief, fills a large
place in the measure in which we will
realize _the possibilities of sanctifying
grace. The believers Paul met at Ephesus
received the Holy Spirit and formed the
nucleus of the most spiritual church of
the apostolic age. It was at Ephesus that
Paul was permitted to exercise his most
prolonged ministry. It was on this foun-
dation” of believers receiving the Holy
Spirit subsequent to justifying belief that
this work was done ‘and thiS monument
to the grace of God erected. It IS on
this foundation that the most effective
work of the Lord has ever been done
and ever will be done. Have ye received
the Holy Spirit since ye believed?

Willing Personal Offering to God

 Amasiah the son of Zichri, who will-
ingly offered himself to the Lord (2
Chronicles 17: 16).

Fundamental to all vital Christian ex-
periences, is personal surrender to the
will of God. There are two outstanding
aspects of this surrender, corresponding
to the condition of the one who makes
it. There is the surrender made by the
penitent sinner who comes for salvation,
in_which he lays down his arms of re-
belllon,aqamst od and cries for mercy.
There is the surrender—or consecration—
of the believer yleldmgz himself, with all
his ransomed powers o, God fbr entire
sanctification and service. The more
whole-hearted these yieldings, the more
satisfactory will _be” their™ results. It
takes a consecration that satisfies God
to satisfy the believer. What we know
of Amasiah we are here told. He was
one of Jehoshaphats mighty men of
valor.  He willingly offeréd “himself to
the Lord. There IS a wealth of signifi-
cance in these well-chosen words. ™ We
may be sure that his followers were fa-
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lorably affected by his attitude toward
he Lord.

_|. God is ever calling men. He calls
jinners to repentance; believers_to holi-
less; the sanctified to service. Thus the
;reat work of human redemption made
possible by our Lord’s death on the
1055 %oes forward, This is a most im-
portant part of this work.

[I. one of the important things about
service is_the spirit in which it is per-
formed. . The motive back of it. Wlﬁmg
service is_acceptable to our Lord. The
more willing—other thIWS being equal—
the more acceptable. Willing Service is
pleasing to God, and effectivé with Him,

[1l. 1n the matter of service, and the
spirit in which it should be rendered,
Jesus is our great Example. Of Him it Is
written, “Lo, | come (in the volume of
the book it Is written of me,é to do thy
will, O God” (Hebrews 10.7). *I de-
|I8ht to do thy will, O God” ‘Psalm
40:8).  “Who " for the {oy that was
set before him endured the cross, de-
spising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God”
t(Hebrews 1221, 2). "l came down
rom heaven, not to do mine own will,
gutSBt)he will of him that sent me” (John

V. 1t is willing service, the service of
love, that is, most effective with men.
QOur concern is not only to render serv-
ice. but effective service to God, to our
fellow believers, our fellowmen. And this
es?em,ally, in matters pertaining to their
salvation and the entire work “of human
redemption.

V. Willing service, the service of love,
is prompt service. |t IS given at the flght
time, in the right spifit, and when® jt
will 'be most effective. It is through this
sort. of offering of ourselves and our
service that we get the most out of
Christian experiences and lives.  Such
service pays.

VI, Not willingness against unwilling-
ness, but degrees of willingness on the
part of God’s servants is in view here.
Our own _consciousness, of the, impor-
tance of God’s work will have its place
In determining our attitude in these mat-
ters.  The qreat_er our appreciation the
more fervent will be our love and the
more willing our service.

VII. 1t takes much persuasion to get
the most of us saved. It usually takes
more to get us sanctified. Few of us are
noted for our willingness in_service, or
effectiveness therein. "There is room for
much improvement in all of us. We owe
much to those who have willingly offered
themselves to the Lord, who by their
faithfulness have been His instfuments
In keeping His cause movmt{;, and who
by, God’s grace have been instrumental in
bringing about our salvation. Conscious-
ness of our debt of gratitude should be
an ever increasing ifcentive to Qreater

fervor, and increased effectiveness in
service.  Our Lord has an imperishable
record of those who willingly offer them-
selves to Him.

The Importance of Being Dependable
The Lord is with thee, thou mighty

man of valour (JUdgES 6: 12).

_ Dependability 15 not a quality found
in every man. Of the right sart it is
found in few. God is looking for such
men. Usually the more dependable a
man is the Qreater capacity he has for
depending upon God. God needs men
w)_on whom_He can depend to trust in
im in their hours of need. Men who
can stand the tests of ordinary circum-
stances are not so few. But those who
can stand the tests of adverse circum-
stances and unusual conditions are few
indeed. Occasionally God finds a man
of this sort and thirough such men His
glory and power are Seen. God makes
istory through such men and makes
them “channelS of blessing to their fel-
lowmen. Throu%h Gideon” and his three
hundred God litted the oppressive fyok,e
of the Midianites from the necks of His
people Israel.

[. Unable to match the Midianites in
power, Gideon matches them in deter-
mination. _Impotent to overcome them,
he still defies them. He will have wheat
in defiance of them. Gideon was the
kind of man God could be with. He
was with God against the Midjanites,
and against the sins of the people that
brought them into bondage to their ene-
mies.

Il.  Gideons expectation from the
Lord. Where be all His'miracles which
our fathers told us of? They are in
the hands of the Midianites because the
Lord has delivered them into their hands
for their sins. He has forsaken them
because they have forsaken Him. He is
Iookm% for"a man with whom He can
be. “Go in this thy might,” the might
of faith and worthy expectation.

[l “Go, and thou shalt save Isragl
from, the hands of the Midianites. _| will
be with thee, and thou shalt smite the
Midianites as one man.” God is looking
for men with whom He can be, and on
whom He can depend. Men who will
not fail Him in the hour of need. Such
a man He saw in Gideon.

V. Gideon’s altar, “The Lord is
peace.” He sees that Israel’s troubles are
of their own making and not of the
Lord’s. Gideon gives us his conception
of God in his naml.nﬁ of his altar. [srael
has to be but faithful with God and
God will be faithful with them. It was
the Lord’s desire to keep His people in
peace, The destruction of the Midianites
was in order to this.

. Gideon assured b?’
0

v i by the use of a
fleece, and by a visit,

the camp of
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the Midianites, Gideon was a man of
caution,_as Well as a mighty man of
valor. There must be no mistake about
his call, Too much is involved here, too
many interests are at stake, to permit
of any chance for mistake in this matter.

_V|. Gideon’s army reduced. Of the
thirty-two thousand "who responded to
his call, twenty-two thousand were fear-
ful and afraid. Of the remamm% ten
thousand but three hundred stood the
tests, and could be depended on for the
battle. Gideon is proving himself to be
a man of large capacities for faith. Not
faith in his army, but faith in God. It
IS God, not Gideon who is determining
the size of his army. God knows men,
as Gideon could not possibly know them.
He knew Gideon as he could not possibly
know himself.

VII. Gideon’s victory over the Midi-
anites, There is no hesitancy, no failure
of faith on the part of Gideon, or of
an,Y of the three hundred. God Is a re-
ality to Gideon and his men._There will
be no failure on His part. There must
be none on their part, What matters it
that there are a multitude of the Midi-
anites, and but a handful of the Israel-
Ites?. What matters anything, since God
is with them? This does not mean that
Gideon and his three hundred will not
have to_ fight. It does not mean that
there will be no discouraging circum-
stances, no mlsunderstandjn%s. Will his
own people understand him? Wil they
encourage him, and stand by him? In
the selection of Gideon’ army, we see
something of the. condition of the people
of Israel.” But Gideon and his three hun-
dred fought to the end, destroyed the
armies of the Midianites, slew théir klngs
and delivered God’s people. God made
no mistake in selecting him. He was
thorou hIIy dependable. He is looking for
dependable men today.

The Savior at the Door

Behold, | stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me

(Rev. 3: 20)

This letter is addressed to the church
at Laodicea, a church of the apostolic
age. It had its characteristics, and the
mess?:%e is designed to meet the need of
the Church of that day. But the letter
itself indicates that there is a further
meaning involved. It is quite qenerally
understood that these seven lefiers not
on|¥ cover the needs of the churches of
that day, hut they cover in a general way
the condition_of "the Church “throughout
the entire %erlod of its history. The con-
dition of the Church of the Tast days of
the age are here set forth, and thé end
of thé Church is clearly indicated. “Be-
cause thou art lukewarm, and neither
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cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mcuth” (Rev. 3: 16).

I. The condition of the Church of
the latter days. Lukewarm; neither cold
nor hot. Claiming to be rich in goodi,
and having need of nothing, "'his is as
they see themselves. Wretches miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked, as God
sees them.

Il. What God would have them do
to remedy their plight. “l counsel thee
to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white rai-
ment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see. As many as
I love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent’ (Rev. 3: 18, 19).
The spiritual obscured and minimized
by the material.

I11. The inevitable if repentance and
reformation are not effected. “1 will spue
thee out of my mouth.” The Church,
the body of Christ, is a spiritual insti-
tution in the purpose of God. When it
ceases to be such an institution, it must
cease to function as a church, and a
body that God can use will be substi-
tuted. The return of our Lord, the res-
toration of Israel and the ushering in of
the kingdom age.

IV. The suppliant Christ.
stand at the door and knock.”

“Behold, 1
If man

is no more than he now appears to be
our Lord's knocking at his door for
admission is condescension Well-nigh un-
believable. In view of his creation in
the image, and after the likeness of God,
it is a -revelation of his dignity and value
in the sight of God, who alone knows
his worth. It has been the eternal pur-
pose of God to create a race of human
beings worth redeeming with the precious
blood of His own Son, the highest price
that even God could pay. We may rest
assured that no mistake has been made
in this matter.

V. The closed door. Man is a self-
determining being in the wisdom of
God. If any man open the door. Man
must open the door, or it will never be
cpened. Here again we see something of
the dignity with which God has endowed
man, within or without the confines of
the Church. A universal call. Our Lord
is paying to man the highest honor that
even He can pay to any created being.
Men are lost because of their refusal to
be saved. The call is personal, individual,
and demands a personal answer.

VI. Christ in m, the hope of glory.
“1 will come in to him and sup with
him.” He will be in us, and share with

us the vicissitudes of this life. We are
in danger of making too little of our
present life. In our Lord’s sight it is
of such importance that He desires to
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share it with us. Only as He indwells
us is it possible for our present life to
be what He would have it to be. We
need Him in this life as surely as we will
need Him in the life to come. It is only
as He indwells us that we come to any
marked appreciation of the importance
of our present life and all that goes into
its making. He does not count it a
hardship to have His place in our seem-
ingly poor lives.

VII. The consummation of Christia
life and experience, both here and here-
after. “And he with me.” His supping
with us does not impoverish Him; while
it marvelously enriches us. Some day we
may understand that He too is enriched
by filling His place in our lives here and
now. Great as is this, greater still will
be our privilege of supping with Him.
Throughout eternity it will be our privi-
lege to feast with Him on the riches of
His grace. Blinded and stupefied by the
effects of the fall, we have little apprecia-
tion of our danger, less of our privileges
and but a faint conception of our real
needs. It is only as Christ indwells us
and we co-operate with Him in the ac-
complishment of His purposes that our
real condition is made known to us. It is
through His indwelling that we come to
know that we were made for fellowship
with Him, and to be participants with
Him in His glory.
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