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SENTIMENTAL
ARNEST HEARERS

NEXT SUNDAY there will be many thou-
sands of people attending church. They
will supposedly be there for the purpose
of worshipping God.

These people will listen to the ministers
preach. The purpose of preaching is to
proclaim the gospel. The reason for listen-
Ing is to hear and obey the truth.

Back in Ezekiel’s day they also gathered
to hear the prophet. We should be able to
suppose that they came for the same pur-
pose—to worship God, to hear His truth,
and to obey.

But God, who looks on the heart, spoke
thus to his prophet, “And they come unto
thee as the people cometh, and they sit
before thee as my people, and they hear t'h?wl
words, but the{ will not do them: for wit
their mouth they shew much love, but
their heart goeth after their covetousness”
(Ezekiel 33:31).

This was a terrible indictment against
the people of that day and hour. Let it not
be uttered concerning us in this day as we
gather in our churches to worship.

General
Superintendent
Lewis

~We cannot afford to isolate our dail
lives from our gospel, our creed, our God.

Our worship of God must contribute to
our souls—strength, nobility, and purpose
for living.
~ The messages we hear from God’s min-
isters must be food for our souls, light for
our paths, a standard for our ethics, a basis
for our daily choices and actions.

No doubt one of the great tra?edies of
many peoFIe is the failure to translate their
?ospel beliefs and personal Christian pro-
ession into their daily living. But this is
necessary if we are to serve Christ and
testify in reality to our needy generation.

May it be that as God looks on the many
worshippers in the Nazarene churches this
coming Lord’s day He can say to the
Breachers, “They come unto thee and sit

efore thee as My ﬁeople, and they hear
thy words—behold, they will do them. With
their mouth they speak of much love for
Me, their God, and their heart is set to obey
the truth as they go from the sanctuary to
live this week among men.”



A MAN approached D. L. Moody for
some advice. He outlined his situation
to Mr. Moodh/ and concluded with the
question, “What would you do in such
a situation?” Moody answered, “Man,

10 never get myself into such a situa-

tion in the Tirst place.”

_There is a preventive aspect to Chris-
tianity. The Church is tagged with a
“rescte” label, and properly” so—for all
men are lost in sin and ‘need to be
rescued or “saved.” Besides, there is
more drama In “rescue” than there s
in “prevention.”

Henry Ward Beecher was in his study
at the “church one day when a man
rushed in and said: “O Dr. Beecher
come into the sanctuary with me and
help me offer a prayer of,thanksglvmg.
,lgust came down ‘the hill that leads
info town and my team of horses ran
away with me. 1 was sure | would be
killed, but the Lord rescued me. | want
fo breathe a prayer of thanksgiving."

Dr. Beecher replied, however: “| know
something even greater for which to
thank the Lord and that is: | have
come down that same hill thousands of
times and my team never has run away
with me. Let us thank the Lord for
that as well.”

Perhaps it was this principle that Jude
had in ‘mind when he wrote that we
should glorify God, who keeps us from

‘Unto him that is able
to keep you from
falling

nd Prevention

KENNETH L. DODGE

faIIin%.
shoul |
er ground so that” former temptations

In our Christian living _we

thaf could have been times of real bat-

tle cannot reach us now. That is to say,
one of the wa¥s Dby which the. Lord
keeps us from falling is by helping us
to develop a spiritual immunity, ~

Louis Pasteur is credited with the dis-
covery that once a cow had heen in-
fected with anthrax, and had recovered,
it could never be infected again. There
are_some experiences in Christian living
which, once we have victoriously en-
dured them, never have the power to
harm us again. . _

One cannot have victory in the Iar%er
battles of Christian living unless he has
had victory in the lesser battles. The
reason some Christians are not troubled
by the trivia that affect other Christians
is because the Lord has brought them
safely through those experiences and
%he _no longer have the power to “in-
ect.

Another way by which the Lord keeps
us from falling is by strengthening our
determination "to obey His will. Think
for a moment of the power of a fixed

purPo,se. _ ,

It is possible for Christ to mean so
much to us that our passion for follow-
mg Him will cause us to byﬁass.qll
other attractions—and how much spirit-
ual difficulty is thereby “prevented”!

be constantly advancing to high-

This docs not happen overnight—it re-
guwes development, but it “can and
0es happen. There are young people
with a passion to do the” will” of God
who have bypassed attractive financial
offers that might have afforded security,
luxury, and fame. Thank the Lord for
?l‘iflxed purpose,” for it keeps us from
alling.

_ Finally, the Lord keeps us from fall-
ing by helping us to develop some good
habits, Much™is said about bad habits,
but there are good habits too. Industry,
courage, decency, unselfishness, depend-
ability, and courtesy are some good
habits wo can develop by the help of
the Lord. | ,acknowled?e the existence
of my free will, and Xe there are some
things that | cannot do. | cannot strike
my wife, forge a check, or deny my
Lord. The entire tenor of my life pre-
vents it.

Such things as_regular church at-
tendance, conscientious stewardship, con-
sistent devotions, and_ loving one’s neigh-
bor can hecame habits; and when they
do, we are thereby finding that the
Lord keeps us from .fallln?_. To react
by habit ‘against gossip, selfishness, and
profaning of holﬁ things should be a
goal which all Christians have attained
or_else towards which they are movm?.

There is not only a curative power fo
Christianity; thereis a preventive power
also. Let Christ keep you from falling.
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Editorial Note— The following article has
been compiled from excerpts taken from a
sermon preached by Pastor T. E. Martin at
Nashville (Tennessee) First Church, and
earlier at the Wollaston, Massachusetts,
church, where he was also pastor. Dr.
Martin is serving his first term as a mem-
ber of the General Board.

The Holiness Churches and Ecumenism

Now this | say, that every one of You
saith, | am of Paul; and I of Apollos;
and 1 of Cephas; and | of Christ, Is
Christ dividedf (I Corinthians 1:12-13|)

This questlon. asked by the Apostle
Paul of the Corinthians long ago I the
most relevant question being asked to-
day. The consideration of 1t is called
ecumenism, It is the attempt of Chris-
tians who love and serve the same Lord
to discover what theY have in_ common
and to minimize the things which divide
them. It is a confession of the Church’s
fra?m_entanon and weakness.

[t is the testimony of many such
Christians that “the closer the%/ get to
Christ, the closer they get to each other.”
The ecumenical movement has made
commendable gains. There are coopera-
tion and mutual trust among churches
which, though not complete, far exceed
anything known before in Christendom
since the Reformation. Various inter-
denominational groups and councils
have begun to organize and develop
programs which ofter to churches the
opportunity to approach to?ether prob-
lems that none could handle by them-
selves_and yet are their mufual re-
sponsibility. _

Of course there have been resistance
and apprehension. There are those who
surmise that the whole thing is a move
to engulf all Christians in one big
church. Others imagine they can see a
Communist plot somewhere 'in it. Yet,
in spl_te of attack by foes and subversion
b¥ riends, the drawing closer together
of the body of Christ has gone on. It
has changed the climate of the whole
Christian"world. The cooperation and
even merger of various groups are no
longer the unbelievable news they once
were . . .

Now, of course, the holiness churches
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cannot be interested in losing their
identity in one big Protestant "church
or a Single organization embracing all
of Christendom. But we can_and should
be interested in moving with the tide
to emphasize our likeness and reexamine
our differences. We need to make our
contributions to_interchurch discussions.
We need to join hands in giving the
world a united front on those issues we
all agree the Church should stand for,

or against. We need to begin to demon-

strate that holiness is_a “unifying and
not a divisive force in the "body of
Christ. We need to prove that we who
profess “perfect love” are the instru-
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By T. E. MARTIN

ment of wholeness and not fragmenta-
tion. “For both he that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all of one:
for which cause he is not ashamed to
call them brethren” (Hebrews 2:11)6

_Let us, then, face the least defensible
division_ there is in the Church today-
the existence of numerous “holiness
churches.” Here we are a group of peo-
ple who believe alike on all the essentials
and yet are both apart and competitive.
If our experience of entire sanctification
is valid and theirs is valid, how can we
reject oneness? If some say that some
of the other holiness groups have stran%e
and narrow_ideas, we can reply we do
too, and it is an open question ‘who has
the most. The fact is there are varying
points of view in every one of the
churches and probably thére are more in
ours. One doubts if any holiness church
has any sizable body opinion that is not
shared” in our church., Yet the whole
mood of oneness and fellowship created
by the ecumenical conversations now
?omg on everywhere will, I hope, force
the holiness churches to reexamine their
isolationist stance. In fact, this is al-
ready trug. There have been discussions
among all of them except us. Perhaps
these Mave not materialized hecause they
make the most sense when they include
all the holiness groups.

Let me, then, sug%est six steps that
could be taken which would bring s
toglether. As you examine them you
will see how “simple they really are,
and perhaps you will feel the embarrass-
ment | have that we have not already
done it. First, the holiness churches
might issue an official statement of our
common purpose. This our Board of
General Superintendents declared our
willingness to do at the last General
Assembly. All holiness churches agree
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that their calling is to S{Jread the mes-
sage of full salvation to the ends of the
earth. To this we could add that it is
our_purpose, since we are all one in
Christ, to seek with all our hearts, and
at every cost, the fellowship of all men
of like precious fajth. This must not be
stated or construed to be a move of any
ong_to incorporate the other but rather

standards which would be expected of
ministers. It would require an identical

statement of faith. Thus following iden-

tical courses and requirements a minis-
ter in any holiness church woidd have
credentials fully equal with any other.
The inclusion™ of ministers in  social
security could enable all holiness groups
to recognize the full length of man’s

each denomination would work. It might
mean the setting up of committees to
decide which church would work in a
Partlcular area, much as is done on
he mission field today. This would re-
sult in consultation ~ before any new
churches are started and would "insure
the providing of holiness churches in
new areas more rapidly. It would end

a disposition of all to lose ourselves in
the greater and new whole eventually.

The second logical step beyond the
official statement of policy would be
the Brow_smn of a free " transfer of
membership from one holiness group to
another. This is almost true today. But
if it were stated in each qroups form
of government it mlgiht ead to the
elimination of the subtle feeling that to
join another holiness church is to com-
Promllse oneself or be disloyal to one’s
radition. Such a provision would recog-
nize a common standard of holy living,
acommon statement of faith, a common
acceptance, of respon3|b|I|t|y, so that
membership in anv one holiness group
would be fully equivalent to member- bem?
Shl% in any other, and no man would prob
be better o worse by transfer.

The third step would be the accep-
tance of a common standard for the
ministry. This might include a com-
monly adopted list of study books with
courses and requirements. "It would set

DOSES.

is concerned.

being

ONE OF THE MARVELS of the first Christmas
wes the absence of so many that one might expect
to have been there. The humbple she?herds on the
hillside and the wealthy Magi from the East were
the only ones who came to worship the newborn
Sa¥|r?ur. 0 widel
ough wide
Ug Xh

_ separated by both miles and
status in life, bo

groups were spiritually located

where God’s messengers—the angels to the shep-

herds and the star to the Magi—could lead them
tothe Saviour’s birthplace.

Perphaps the others were too bus%/.
keeper had to care for a fidl house, The tradesmen
were busy meeting the demands of their customers.
The priests and religious leaders were carrying on
their traditional worship programs. The ka was
concerned with maintaining his unsteady rufe.

Thev were all busy—too husy to recognize the
reatest advent in history. Too busy to welcome

e King of Kings and "Lord of Lords! So busy
they have faded into the dusty obscurity of ancient
history, while the shepherds and Magi have carved
themselves a place in eternity, never to be forgotten.

As another Christmas season comes, let us not
be so busy about the regular and seasonal affairs of
life that we do not have time to welcome the
Saviour into our hearts. Rather, let us once again

service In whatever holiness church or
churches he served for pension pur-

This would lead logically to the fourth
step—the free transfer of ministers from
one holiness denomination to another in
the same way in which they move now
from one district or conference to an-
other in the same church.
mean that changilng churches would not
mean loss of status as far as pension
It would also mean he
would not need particularly to he re-
ordained or receive recognition of cre-
dentials. Rather we would” recognize that
a_ minister in any one holiness
church is equivalent in every respect to

a minister in any other.
ems of discipline would not be
great, for they now are handled very
much the same in each church. one
_Thus a fifth step would be the set-
ting up of comity agreement between
the churches involved.” By these, | mean
the agreeing on various areas in which

The inn-

the foolish _comPetltlon brought on hy
churches being too close to each other.
Churches which have no valid reason
for being apart could at least work to-
gether in cooperation.

Finally, the- sixth step would be the
uniting of all the holiness churches into
one sfrong and vital Wesleyan church.
This united church would “express the
common agreement, common meaning,
and could give new hope to all who pro-
fess this, experlence and seek to promul-
gate this truth, It would say to the
world that loving God with “all one’s
heart does have practical results in life.
It would honor Christ, who is not di-
vided, Forin Him there is no Nazarene
or Pilgrim Holiness, no bond or. free,
no liberal or conservative, no white or
black, no rich or poor, east or west, hut
great fellowship of love. May God
help “us to find the way to express this
love and, to “follow peace with all men,
and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

It would

The

NO TIME TO BE
"TOG

DAVID E. FIGG

offer our praise and worship to the Babe of Bethle-
hem, who came to be the Saviour of all mankind.
_The reality of Christmas is not found in carols,
gifts, and Christmas decorations, but rather in ac-
cepting the “peace on earth” that God has given to
us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Bitterness Fades as
Housewife Finds God

By VIRGINIA SHEPARD

I am thankful for events of the past that brought me to a
place of surrender.”

SEVERAL YEARS AGO as | was entering the sev-
enth month of my second pregnancy, | was over-
come by a numbing paralysis _whlch my doctor
believed at first glance to be polio. Efowever, tests
taken by him in a small hospital, and by a neuro-
surgeon”in a larger hospital, failed to corroborate
this diagnosis. In fact, neither doctor could find a
thing wrong with me physically. _

‘Having “nothing" wrongf but being half dead
(it not only seemed but felt this way) was fright-
ening and exaweratlng. My haby was a boy and
was stillborn. We already had a little girl.

For el%hteen months | was extremely bitter and
tried to blame God for my misfortunes. The loss
of the good health | had enjoyed all my life nearly
set me crazy. | began searching for answers, but
no answers satisfied, and no one was able to help.
| became so miserable | would have been glad to
stop living. o ,
My husband and I had both been raised in Chris-
tian "homes and had ample training in the Bible,
but had never experienced any response to it. After
futile efforts spent in searching for peace and look-
ing for help in _understandlng the perplexities of
life, 1 finally decided | wanted to go to church.

For quite some time a good friend of ours had
been telling me she wanted us to hear her pastor.
It seemed logical, therefore, to go to her church, the
Church of the Nazarene. We chose the final eve-
ning of this man’s ministry in our town, although
we didn’t know it until later. He didn’t bring the
message; his wife did, and she was talking right to
me. My response was immediate and unreserved.
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Later I realized | had gone forward alone and that
my hushand had not shared my experience.

| can’t remember feeling any different as we
walked home after the service, but somehow |
knew | was different. After thirty-one years my
mother’s Prayers for me had been answered.

A couple of months later some of our friends re-
minded us of plans we had made together over a
year before, of taking a trip to Wheeling, West Vir-
?l_nla, for a weekend of fun. As I thought about this
rip 1 felt very definitely the Lord was telling me
this was to be a fug decision. He seemed to say |
could not take Him along, nor would I find Him
wa|t|n% when | returned, | knew that the only real
peace 1'd ever known in my life had been since
making the big chan?e that” Sunday, and nothing
was worth risking the Toss of it. .

I reme_mber_droEmeg to my knees beside my bed
and telling Him 1 wouldn’t"go even if I lost my
husband and all my friends, just so He would stay
near me. | promised from that day to forsake the
world and to follow Him wherever He wished to
lead me. Now | was really free. Words are far too
inadequate to fully express the Jo?_/l_of that hour
spent alone with God. That day His Spirit came
into my heart to take up permanent residency. For
a time it was hard—going a different way than my
husband—but the peace in my heart was more than
reward enough. _

Less than a year later my hushand, too, gave his
heart to the Lord, and today we are a Christian
family. . . .

Sometimes | believe God permits us to bring un-



necessarY troubles upon ourselves so that we are My health is improved, my disposition is changed,
caused, from necessity, to turn to Him. | am thank- we have a little boy, and certainly my reason for
ful for events of the past that brought me to a place living has many new and challenging” dimensions.
of surrender. | am sorry and ashamed that it was Now m%/ heart sings—

necessary to experience them in order to become lessed be the name of Jesus!

aware of my greatest need—salvation. I'm so glad He took me in.
| still don’t know all the answers, but strange as He's forgiven my transgressions;
it may seem, | don’t care to know them anymore. He has cleansed my heart from sin.

Picking Up Pins

By EVANGELIST MORRIS CHALFANT

ONE OF THE GREAT FINANCIERS of France got his start bﬁ/ pick-
Ing up ?Em The bo%had aprtalred at a bank for'a position, and had
been (e ed As g Was ab% to leave the room e saw a pin and
stoog fo pick 1t UP anker saw the pick ‘up the pin and
Hler%r aendd heemhird tg o aculty of being careful about details—so he called

This 15 a I)r/:sson everyone must learn. It is so often true that the
small thrngs are of mor |mportance than the reatfr ones. Almost
anvone 1s careful about big thrng but the man of real character looks
also after the Irttle thin s Littl8 th mr\rs often are an m%rcatron of th?
way we look at [ife. Unless ou are Taithtul i little things you wil
not be made ruler of greater things.

Some teachers work twice as hard as others Some 8reachers Iput
out two to three trme? the amount of work done y hers ea
musicians become proficient \Bractrcqu hour after hour, while
others loaf and waste their trme ishing for oreatness Men hecome
extraordrnarZ mvestm? more time, more effort, and more energy
han others arc’ will mg to Tnvest.

Invarrably, successtul people are erIrng to go the sToond mile
n ?Pe\ratron self- denral service, and work. ittle more,

ttle farther spend a few mﬁre hours a. wee than t e o mam

me run o PeoEe Jesus spent the whole night in prayer while His

Hrscr les sIe dison son]etrmes stayed in his labo atory forty-eight
our at a stetch witho

You have n rrght to expect succ%sswrhout vision, 1mbrt|on dedr-
cation. and work. Success Is partly the result of faith"also.  You must
belrﬁve that if XOU grepare your elf there will be a rewarding place
In the world ryou
characltee greatest need 0f today is for big men—big in personality and

This need can be seen in internatiopal affairs, governmental
circles, social and economic life, our indjvidual com unrtres] our

crf]uro es, and qur homes. The world is having to get along with men
too small caliber.

Many of us are onIy one-talent men, ]DUSI ordinar peoﬁle who
ave not mucQ glr But let us rfm er tgre are may Irtt,e
things we can do that will do much in [ifting a burden or be
to someone*, When the Lord can trust us in Irttle thrngs then perhan
gew opportupities maay open for us, "For ‘who
espised” the day of small t |ngs7 Zecharrah

Wars a ne lied to Jo n Wanamaker for a

neat young ‘man a
job In Phrlgde? hia, hyut vr?as told Ft)r[rjat there was no opening.
oi.rth tS) “Please, | will d dafv/thmg Wanamaker replied, “The

yJ there s, s washmg windo
| take it said the youn man without hesitation, He washed
wmdows as they had never E ore_been wash?d. In a few Vears pe
was manager o the store. after twenty-five year§ service, ne
ied, Wanamaker said, ' | aqm wrhng to pay ds high”as $100,000 a year
Orlfa man%?grt\(r)vhgecano fIr best oct. e our best. He receives

u ive you iV
lih { s hetard ou!

most “who grves mos Your life It is up to you what
g/ou make 0 g lace to st rt 1s. with todays job, and a good
pirit in whrch to start is the spirit 0 hrist.
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Another _elder%y Iad?]/, a real saint of God, walked
by her side. _oget er they sat on the front pew
and bowed their heads in prayer. _

My heart was touched, and | brushed away a teai
as | silently prayed, “Lord, meet her need today.’

Our é)astor quietly closed the service and w
athered around the front of the church to pray
ender prayers were made that God would brinj

Il Took Throe Years

By JEAN FOSS

SHE WAS AN ELDERLY LADY, white-haired,
stooped with arthritis, walking with a cane. S|OW|[¥
she made her way down the aisle of our churc
last Sunday morning at the close of the service.
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salvation to this lady. How close the Holy Spirit
was! Then this dear lady talked to the Lord.

She reminded Him that He had invited the weary
and heaven-laden to come to Him. We all sensed
that her soul had found rest for the first time in her
long life. o o

All afternoon | kept thinking of this incident. |
wondered who had been responsible for the contact.
Later | discovered that the service was a climax of a
three-yearjourneK to God. o

A young man had found this lady on a visitation
program three years before. Her husband had just
ﬁassed away and she was sad and very lonely. Her
nealth became poor and arthritis began to creep
into her joints.

Through the past three years several people from
our church were involved in follow-up of this con-
tact. Our pastor had called, the adult Sunday
school class teacher had visited, and others were
neighborly and kind to this lady who was sick and
alone. Occasionally she was able to attend church.

The young man who first made the contact is
now in the ministry. Several weeks ago while he
and his wife were vacationing in town they visited
this lady again. They had lunch together and that
afternoon he explained the way of salvation step
by step to her. The walk down the aisle last Sund_a?]/
morning and her sincere prayer revealed her fait
in Jesus as Saviour. Our hearts rejoiced over an-
swered Pr_ay_er for the salvation of another soul.
~And this is not the end of the story. The visita-
tion will continue. Prayers will be made. The fel-
lowship of believers will open its arms to receive
another, _

Our friend has no family. But now she has Jesus
and the h_oEe of eternal life. She has a church
family which will give her love anti kindness.

What about the elderly people in your neighbor-
hood? Include them in yourrprayer list and make
?ersonal contacts with them for the Lord and for
he church. It may take three years. It may take
longer, but visitation docs pay!



By ROSS W. HAYSLIP

THE EXPLORATION OF SPACE has caused us

to realize afresh the vastness of our natural uni-

verse. Qur astronauts have shown us how really
insignificant our world is. Science is constantly
broadening its horizon. S

Narrowness of spiritual vision is one of the
most constant dangers and subtle enemies of true
religion. Many people of casual rellﬁ!ous life tend
to equate their concepts of eternal things with the
church in which they were reared and the beliefs
and gracnces handed on to them by their parents
and Sunday school teachers. Their very occasional
contacts with these cause them to build hazy norms
of conduct that limit their joyfid experiencé of real
life in Christ.

In a different way this parochialism is a tempta-

tion for the person whose spiritual life is deep and

real. There are twelve gates to the city of God ac-

cording to the Book of Revelation. 'Too often the
good man glimpses one of these ?ates from afar
and his whole life is a Pllgrlmaghe_ oward it. The
religious experience that started him on his |,1(_)urr]ey
was S0 revolutionary that it colors all of his thinking
and action. How can he be tolerant of those who
do not walk with his gait? Because of intolerance

we find controversies, schisms, and wars. While we

would wholeheartedly condemn contentiousness, we
must also respect conviction.,

The width of our spiritual vision can well be
?au ed b{ two great factors, One of these is the
ruth that Christ's ministry is for the whole world.
It was He who said, “Many shall come from the
east and west, and shall sit clown with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven”
éMatthew 8:11). It was this spirit that prompted
oethe to say, “There is a point where we can
stand as it were above the nations and can feel
the happiness or misery of a neighbouring people
as though it were our own.”

The other gauge to measure our vision’s width is
the fact that Christ always deals with men as indi-
viduals. The rich young ruler was asked to sell all
that he had and come and follow Christ. Zaccheus
was permitted to keep some wealth, and the man
who had dwelt in the tombs was told to go home
rather than to follow in Christ’s company.

Jesus said that if He were lifted U{) He would
draw all men to himself. Let us be both comforted
and calmed as we look up from our own pilgrimage
to see other men by routes different from our own
making progress toward the same glorious goal.
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Toward Abundant Living

"Let us take counsel together" (Nehemiah 6:7).

...with Leslie Parrott
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"Sour Godliness"

In his ExpUuuitovy Notes, upon the New Testa-
ment, John Wesley ‘wrote: “Sour godliness is the
devil's religion." The grim and dour disposition is
not a sign of saintliness, however much some seem
tohave thought it to be. .

Christians are—or ought to be—i cheerful and
hap'oy peqple. While | should not go as lar as to
declare with Helmut Thielicke that the Christian
who has lost his sense of humor has denied his
Lord, | would say he has sadly misrepresented Him,

There arc, of course, burdens to be borne and

crosses to be carried. There are seasons of “heavi-
ness through manifold temptations.” Bereavement,
sulfering, anguish of spirit, and bitter disappoint-
ment come to the Christian as to all others, and
we\l(gh upon the spirit. o _
_Yet the genius of our faith is the radiance and
lift it supplies in the darkest hour. In the very
same sentence in which Peter spoke of the trial of
faith and the heaviness through many temptations,
he also spoke of rejoicing with “joy unspeakable
and full of glor){_" (L'Peter 1:(>-1) .

Years ago 1 listened to a memorable sermon b?]/
General Superintendent Howard V. Miller. Muc
of what Dr. Miller said, | have forgotten. His text
has been with me across the years, ft was Psalms 4.7,
"Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in
the time that their corn and their wine increased.”

The happiest time in the Hebrew year was the
season of harvest, when the grain and grapes were
gathered in. The rejoicing was so much the greater
when the harvest “increased,” when there was a
bumper crop.

The Psalmist was not above sharing in the gen-

eral jubilation over bountiful reaping. But he
makes the tremendous claim that “the gladness of
God” is greater than the joy and satisfaction men
know when their barns and vats tire full.

It is the note of radiant joy that is lacking from

somuch of our modern evangelical life and preach-

ing. The skeptic Nietzsche said to the Christians
of his clay what the world may well say to us: “You
are_?omg to have to look more redeemed than you
do il we are to believe the message of redemption.”

ONE DISCERNING OBSERVER of church life
writes: “It was 11 L.
tanism as ‘the hauntin _
where may be happy.” That may be overstating the
case, yet a stranger stepping into the average church

L. Mencken who defined Puri-
fear that someone, some-

By W. T. PURKISER

during the hour of worship would scarcely suspect
that here are peogle who have made a glorious dis-
covery, people who tire supremely happy in their
faith and possessed by a heavenly joy.”

Christian joy is more than the hubbly efferves-
cence of natural (iood stts. It is more than a
Pollyanna cheerfulness that looks through rose-
colored glasses at an evil world. It is the lruit of
the Spirit, mgor,ted to earth from heaven.

[ Danson Smith penned the lines:

| wish thee Jo%! much joy, around this season:
Not 't‘Joys," ut joy—oy deep and strong and
rue;

Jo¥—inwarb| joy, since surely heart hath reason
0 taste much joy where He hath made
things new.

| wish thee Joy! the joy of sins forgiven;
The tjﬁ'y which comes from having Christ as
ine;
The joy of knowing after Earth comes Heav-
e

n...
Tor evermore—the Father's house divine.

| wish thee Joy! the jor of His near presence,
Though shadows fall, and trials tend life’s

way;
He is Him){self, of joy, the changeless essence . . .
Joy ever fresh and new; joy every day.

| wish thee Joy; yea, something more than glad-

ness . ..
That quiet joy the Holy Spirit gives;
The joy which, e’en through things and days
of sadness, _
Upsplr_mg|s within; flows on; sustains and
ives!

Godliness we must have—in all its purit
power. But let us be sure to take Mr. Wesley’s
words to heart. “Sour (r;odlmess is the devil’s re-
ligion.” In “the joy of the Lord” we find our
strength.

and

"Born of the Virgin Mary"

One distinctive of the Christian faith, stated
whenever the Apostles’ Creed is repeated, is that
Jesus Christ was “born of the Virgin Mary.” Among
other items of the supernatural in Chrisfianity, the
doctrine of the Virgin Birth of our Lord has been
the object of repeated attack in modern times.

Why believe in the Virgin Birth?
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The question could well be reversed. Why not
believe in the Virgin Birth? o

It is stated that the Virgin Birth is unscientific.
If by “scientific” is meant what science is supposed
to mean, the study of the systematic and orderly
i)roces_ses of nature, then ,theé)_omt may be granted.
n this sense, the Virgin Birth is unscientific—
along with the atonement, the resurrection, divine
providence, answered prayer, and everything else
distinctively Christian. =~~~ _

ft is arﬁued that the Virgin Birth is not taught in
two of the Gospels, and s not a major doctrine
of the Bible. Aside from a question “of fact, the
best answer might well be, “So what?” How many
times must God state a truth to have it believed?

Actually, the golden rule, so dear to the hearts
of some most vehement in their denial of the Virgin
Birth, is taught in only one of the Gospels. But
this does not make it any less authoritative than if
it were affirmed inall. =~

ft is objected the Virgin Birth is not necessary to
belief in the Incarnation. It might be ?ranted that
God could have introduced His Son into the world
in_some other way. God could have done many
things differently,” as far as our limited human
understanding goes. But where the gospel is con-
cerned, the question is not what God could or
could not have done. The quesnon is what He did.

While it may be true that some who express
doubt about the \_/If%ln Birth at the same time af-
firm their faith in the incarnation and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, many more times doubt of the Virgin
Birth is the first major step in the erosion of faith.
One by one, other pillars of faith fall before the
assaidts of skepticism.

WHY BELIEVE in the Virgin Birth? _
~ First, we believe in the Virgin Birth because it
IS une,quwocall?/ taught in the New Testament. It
is affirmed no less than six times in the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke, and implied in John 1 and
Galatians 4:4. o

To deny the fact of the Virgin Birth means to
cpiestion the truth of the Gospels. If the truth of
two of the Gospels is open to doubt, the truth of all
next falls under suspicion. If we may discard the
truth of the Gospels in one respect, why should we
hold to their truth in anﬁ respect?

Then, we believe in the Virgin Birth because the
alternative is utterly incredible. If the Gospels make
anything clear, it 'is the fact that Mary was un-
married and that Joseph was not the father of our
Lord in a biological sense. The alternative to the
Virgin Birth is as unmistakable as it is blasphemous.

It actually takes greater faith to believe that the
God of moral purity, whose Old Testament law in-
flicted the death penalty for fornication and
adultery, wotdd introduce His Son into the world
by means of an illegitimate birth than it does to
believe the clear record of the Bible.
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_Further, the entire New Testament record, of the
birth of Jesus is related as fact. It is not given &
the premise of a theological argument. No point is
made of it, and there would be no reason to relate
it except that “the birth of Jesus Christ was on
thiswise” (Matthew 1:18).

Nor is there even the remotest resemblance be-
tween the account of the birth of Jesus and the
generation of the so-called “god-men” of Greek
mythology. The gross and sensual stories of the
cohabitation of pagan gods with women that were
told among the ancient Gentiles are a million miles
from any kind of parallel with the chaste and
reverent records of Matthew and Luke.

Christmas is.not a time for argument. It is a time
for faith. But it isa time when we affirm again that
we “believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
8host)[and] born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’

reed).

"He'd Better he! like It"

A father leaving for work one Saturday mornin(11
said to his wife about their teen-age son: “Tel
Harry to mow the lawn this mornln%_, if he feels
like 1t—and tell him he’d better feel fike it.”

This is a way of putting the matter that illus-
trates an important fact. "Life may be lived on
either of two levels: the level of conviction and
principle or the level of convenience and impulse.

True enough, in some areas our circumstances
will not permit us to live by impulse and at our
convenience. We have to get up and go to work
whether we feel like it or not. We must pay our
bills even though it would be more conveniént to
forget them. There are obligations we cannot es-
cape.

It is probably in the spiritual life that people

most commonly do what they “feel like.” All too
many pray, read the Bible, go to church, or give to
the support of God’s work if, when, and as they
“feel like it.”
_This does not mean that one should not feel
like praying, reading the Bible, going to church, and
supporting the work of the Lord. It means that
one sthotdd do what is right whether he feels like it
or not.

Life is safe only when its directions are dictated
by principle rather than the passing whim. Convic-
tion, not convenience, must guide us in the choices
we make and the activities we pursue. _

And one of the strange and wonderful things
about it is that as we begin to do what we ought,
“whether or not,” we come to like it. What looks
at first like an unrewarding job turns out to be a
source of satisfaction and joy. _

So when it comes time to do what is ours to do
as Christians, we should do it “if we feel like it.”
And we’d better feel like it.
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Canada Pacific 1,116 992 -124
Nebraska 2,989 2,775 -214
Alaska™ 769 769
British Isles North* 2,553 2,553
British Isles South* 2,220 2,220
Canada Central* 2,211 2,211
Nevada-Utah* 1,035 1,035
North American Indian* 1,332 1,332

Grand Totals 408,619 411,363 2,744

eDistricts not reporting third quarter, 1965.
Figure used is same as reported third quarter, 1964.

Moving Missionaries

Mrs. Carolyn Mvatt and Rev, and
Mrs. James H. Hudson,
aries, have arrived in_Indja.

tra, India.

Rev. and Mrs. John Hall have a_new
address. It is 1458 N.W. 97th St. Miami
Florida, They are not dodgf relref
work at present. If the need for this
arises again,. there erI he a new address
for the mailing of packages.

Missionaries Who Need

Your Prayers

Miss Dorothy Terry, Swaziland, on th
Frelr]r ong ea¥ asy suffereé71 from r?
ea th alm st srnce the day s e arrrve
Robert Peru has recent y

had sur erx on h “hand ' following an
accl H rg for restoratron of” the
usel\/l0 DelanB d Miss | K
iss Della Boggs an rss rma_Ko

Swazr and ghg(f ReFu ic of South
Afrrca have suffered. from
ditions.  Miss
proved now, and Miss Bog
what better, and able to carrg
teaching.. Pray for both thes
missionaries.

Dr. Margaret Hynd, Republrc of
South Africa, has been pla gued with
one Serious |IIness after ‘another ever
since arrrvrn% M, P
our qewest octor there Pray or her
comp ete restoration.

Miss X ia Wilke, former mrssronar?/
to Swazrl nd and Ca e Verde Isan s, I8
il with what the éroctors
a ‘“circulatory accident.

gs IS Some-
on her
veteran

describ
She su?fers

new mrssrog-
Their ag-
dress is Basim, Akola District, Maharash-

heart con-
Koffel js considerably im-
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e ca%r nal unit to be burIt fc ¥ lnd the res nt sanctu x 3 unit,
to éy-nrne by, seyenty- nouse t e rrm 11 h

|gh Schoo de mens p[cture rom t to rl
Do othly Mi r, cgrc tary enn orne un school superin-
tendent; and Rev. C. D. ,‘Akron District superrnte dent.

from numbness in her left side, but there
IS o paralysis,

Rev. and Mrs. Earl Morgan former
missionaries to Ita)( F |a anon, un-
able to return fo the because, of

rs. organs illpess, appreciate
Xour p[ay rs as they fa e the. pas&orate

t Butlef, Pennsylvania, Their address
16%%11 Fifth Avenue, Butier, Pennsylvania
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Gospel of Love Calms Racial Strife

The Church of the Nazarene at Uit-
flug} (pronounced Irock1 was, caught
he ‘center of the racial tension and
strife that swept British Guiana a year
ago. The congregatron almost entirely
egro, worshipped In a church located
between Indian and Neqro Vvillages. At

the height of the trouble it was dan-

gerous for anyone to attend.

Rioters broke into the church one
hrght piled the pews in the cehter of
1( church, and Set fire to 5h Fire
ighters were able to confrol the blaze
hefore a large amount of damarqe was
done, but some of the beautiful’ lami-
nated arches were charred, and the
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By PETER BURKHART

Missionary to British Guiana

ceiling was black from smoke.

Afraid to go to their church, the
members rented a small chapel in their
own village. Th e pastor continued to
hold the congregation together.

Later Rev. Donald Tucker, district
evan ellrst was asked by %u perintenden

Taylor to rrorn t gastor an
peope in returnr to the Uijtflugt
church The p I-P e was to_hold re-
vival fervrces ertanL at first, the
group later venture

The frrst night, 50 timid people came
to church. 1qp1e second h)r rﬂ atten-
dance rose to /5. From then on it grew
steadily until there were 230 persons in

attendance on t|1e closing Sunday night
a week and a half later.

Among the achievements was that
East Indians and Africans found them-
selves sitting side by side in Christian
fellowship, “Some came a Ionq distance
to reach the church each nigh Mr.
Tucker preached the gospel of IovT
their hearts were moved. ' They knelt
%flldevad side at the altar and” sought

The church held children's serviges
durrn the dagl where 50 ho?/s and grrls
foun spiritudl he eve rn%
Services, 117 adults bowed at the alta
which was the site of the terrorists’ raid
a year before.
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. OF LOCAL INTEREST

In three of four revivals reJro tfed
this week, there Yvere more ta |t)y
seckers af  the
sprntual vrctor came from the fourth
At the Benton Harbor, Mrchr an
church, more than sixty persons found
spiritual help I a meeting with Rey.

Lester Hale, according” to Russell
Morrison, church secretary.
There were also more ‘than sixty who
knelt at the altar at the Oklahoma Citv
éOkIahoma) Portland venue Chure
unn? a camgar n where Rev.. Car
Prentice was th angelrst accordrng to
kSﬂmpson church “secretar

the Sunflower, Mrssrssr Di, church
“at Iegst fifty seekers were at the altar.”
accor mF {0’ Mrs. James Hagan, daurin
a revival' n whrch Rev. Don  Ballard,
astor at Lufkin. Texas, was the evan-

group of fine %eople were] .at the
Ltar att e Marting est |V9|n|a
urch during a revrva Rev. W. W,

EMPLOYEES EAT, UCF IINazare e Publrshrn

com Iete

thogra
recra |on g p

ofthe recentliJ

|eé)bart ent

press.

Rhoit two huln Jrogr ty persons are emp

Rose, according to Rev. A. V. kesecker,
pastor. The congregation is worshipping

N a new, contémporari esigne
church whic has aR au(!)rltorrdumg ca-
pacity of 350.

Rev. CI rence
that he is eavrng

trr?reac\cl\?gshmgtopn

‘The bills acquired in Swit erland
continue to %e qfavorrte accoré

Rev. Dor%

sician, who, wrt nis wife,”1s comp

% eyears in full-time_eyangelism, “W
seen hundreds of fine” people fin

therr way to victory in Jesus.”

?rrffrn announces
the eld of evangelism
st rate of the Snoqual-
church.

Evangelists' Open Dates

Rev.. Thomas Hayes: “I have some
open trme |n the sp ing
Rev, ounts have “some
open trme rn t e spring of 1960,
Revl-rcd Thomas: Just received. a
Sgﬂﬁglrlatron giving me an open  date
ngvyGeorge T. Woodward: January

Rev. J. W, Sweatcnﬁen January_ 14-
23, Februar 28-March 6, March 7-13.
Rev. II. K Damell: "Due to a chan%e
of pastors | have an open date Dece
ber 30—January 9.”

R%v James “Ford: January 5—Febru-

yR ev. Bder\(rvood “We have
May an Novem er dates open. Two
%at)els |thu| and August for vacation

e scho
A. Casey: January and Feb-

Rev H.
Rev Max L. Karpes: "Open time this
1 g

winter an prrn

%(?tte an BI;’eSaSn(Ii’O%Jﬁ Salecater}d
eans aPoye% roeque

Zrmmcrlee ev?ngelrst andIetln -

House employees recentlg
un

attepuﬁ

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Williams

California Couple Notes

Sixty-fifth Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Williams, On-
tario, Calrfornra celebrated on ' No-
vember 2 t%rr sixty-fift weddrn
nn| ersary in the home of their grran -
ter, Mrs. Roger Williams, Otange,
CaI fornia,
The Williamses became members of
the Ontarig church earI rn 1909 before
the denomination gar o
marntarn therrmem ers il ere
he couge} has five Irvrno chrldren
seven randchildren, and

sixteen great
raanp ildren. One'son, James, digd In
War 1l

re th be ‘actors of a brreJ tour
[i a oia vacatron
om work ‘in th

urrnﬂ
roducti
rihrn%gt hr(rght employees ?rlé) past t?t
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THIS SUNDAY'S LESSON
Brian L. Farmer

Topic for December 19:

Jeremiah: Prophet of the
New Covenant

Scripti rf: Jeremigh 1, 11 30-33; 37—
3i96 3EPSr r}ted Jeremiah '31:15-17; 33:14-

n n those da%s and a
t time, will” I cause fanch
”r? ﬁousnefs to grow up unto avr
e shall exec teGJungment an
teo'usness In the land (Jeremiah 331

(ST, il S
fact is it was he wﬁ grter dped a worg
that the world ached to hear; |t was a

hope for which the worId sure must
have %roaned in travail. 3 % was to
It wou e

- et

he a_ New. covenant. made
Possrble for the Iefw to be written on

heart. |t would come to pass that
peo le would wan{ to serve God. To

In the ways of righteousness would
become to them second nature.

Thri was the answer to sin once and
for all, and it would come to pass In
what 15 now _common knowle 8e to us:
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But though Jeremrah had as hrs uItr-

ate messa se words of hope
B](J mclrﬁﬁ -0r ed message ofp Go

dju gemetft ¢ astrsemelt
g estruc}trond dtmrteh no ase
imism es se e chea
?rrty e coufd pe? aps Rave PaP epd
himself with sweet words % comf or
This is how_In* earned for himself the
tegrs utation of somberness, solemnity, and

As many another true and uncom-
Promrsrn? map of God, Jeremiah bore
he brunt of the geoples annoyance angd
rsadp orntment ut'in the hour of real

nee |n therr heart of hearts,
onfidence

him the ooke(? n trust nd_
for a trﬁr/we wor f da There were
Ze ekrah anxrous

trmes wnen t ek 9
sent or
the |n OI' atron as

for the truth,
14).” He regarded
unerrrr‘ but, to, use a modern ”phrase
it would not'be “in the public | terest”
to make it generaIIy known (38:2

Let this message emerge.

A saving word is by no means alwalr1y§
a sweet one. We remember today a
throughout this week _the commg of
Christ to this wor|d. There never was

He 1s our Hope

it was to

b tter news than. this.

eterna sa vation. But we must not
aIIow the lovel sentrmentar of t
season to ﬂrrv from our niinds the
truth that t now the hope Is ours,

ou e ho
a reality, it 1s e?fected through' the  rigor
8]rscrf Ierrretance self-denial, and a life” of

Jeremiah would not allow us to re-
move the hoge from the re entance nor
the copsequences from th %rveness
He calls HS to realism in our réjoicing
per aps for all that, our joy s
thegreaer

Lesson material is based on International Sunday
School Lessons, the International Bible Lessons for
Christian Teaching, copyrighted by the International
Council of Religious Education, and is used by its
oermission.
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"SHOWERS of BLESSING"
Program Schedule

o

December ar ad
II_ts Eossrbzr?rtres " by ﬁusself De-

ussell V. Dehong

January 2—
Btor Jesus Told,” by Russe

Deaths

REV. A. G. McCLUNG, pastor at Ropesville,
Texas, died October 26 in Lubbock, Texas, following
a three-month illness. He had served as an evan-
gelist and pastor for many years, most recently as
a pastor at Breckenridge, Rotan, and Dumas, all on
the Abilene (Texas) District. He is survived by
his wife; five daughters, Mrs. E. E. Givens, Mrs.
Jerry Parrish, Mrs. C. H. Fife, Mrs. Wilburn Glover,
and Mrs. Estel Jameson; and four sons, J. G.
Preston, Nathan, and Ramon.

MRS. RUTH BISHOP, forty-four, a missionary to
British Honduras for sixteen years, died November 9
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, after being hospitalized
since May, 1960. While undergoing an operation in
1960, her heart stopped beating. Doctors restored
the heartbeat by massaging it; however, Mrs. Bishop
never regained consciousness. She remained in a
coma until her death. Her husband, Rev. Ronald
Bishop, is pastor of the Grasmere Heights Church in
Fort Wayne. In addition to her husband, she is

survived by three daughters, Mrs. Robert Davis,
Elizabeth, and Mary; her father; one brother; and
one sister.

REV. W. F. KIEMEL, eighty-four, died November

6 at Stafford, Kansas. A pioneer Nazarene minister,
Mr. Kiemel was ordained by Dr. P. F. Bresee and
served the church for forty years in the ministry.
Rev. E. L. Cornelison and Rev. J. D. Wright con-
ducted the funeral services. He is survived by a
son, Harold; two daughters, Miss Florence Kiemel

%) IO CHURCH COMPLETED—The
ur the eed arises has been com
val ue S Eocftﬁ

000, 1 ted In a ne
pastor |s goqbert

“Tne Christ of Christ-

“The Most Controvelisiall

and Mrs. Zelda Baxter; a brother; two sisters; and
four grandchildren.

LLOYD COLEMAN, sixty-three,
October 5 in  Montpelier,
coronary heart attack. Rev. Harry Mann and Rev.
Franklin M. Moore conducted funeral services Octo-
ber 8 at the Montpelier church. He is survived
by his wife, Mildred; one son, Thomas; one daugh-
ter, Bonnie; and four grandchildren.

Announcements

RECOMMENDATIONS

died unexpectedly
Indiana, following a

I want to take this opportunity tc recommend
Rev. H. B. Hughes as an excellent minister of the
gospel. His ministry in the evangelistic field will
offer unusual service because of his pastoral back-
ground, his burden for souls, and his Spirit-anointed
preaching. He served as pastor of our First Church
in Mishawaka before entering the evangelistic field.
— George Scutt, Superintendent of Northwest In-
diana District.

This is to announce to our people everywhere the
availability of Rev. C. Glenn Bolling, 1861 NW.
82nd Street, Miami, Florida, for evangelistic meet-
ings. Brother Bolling has been a pastor in West
Virginia and Florida for many years. He loves God
and the church, and 1 am sure will do his best to
help generate a revival wherever he is given oppor-
tunity.— John L. Knight, Superintendent of Florida
District.

MARRIAGES

— Miss Janet Lambert and Mr. Clinton Arm-
strong, October 9, at Edenvale Church of the Naza-
rene, Castro Valley, California.

BORN

— to Richard and Mildred Eylander, Jr., of Park
Forest, Illinois, a daughter, Brenda Joyce, on
November 5.

— to Franklin and Maylou (Williamson) Cook of
Overland Park, Kansas, a son, Carey Williamson, on
November 17.

— to Ramon and Nadene (Ripper) Richards of
New Lenox, Illinois, a daughter, Rhonda Renee, on
October 22.

— to Glenn and Glenna (Olsen) Boden of Quincy,
Massachusetts, a daughter, Sondra Ranae, on Sep-
tember 12.

ADOPTED

— by Mr. and Mrs. Gene C. Haas of Warren,

Ohio, a boy, Eugene C. Haas II, on November 4.

Directories

BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS
Office: 6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Missouri 64131

HUGH C. BENNER, Chairman

V. H. LEWIS, Vice-chairman

GEORGE COULTER, Secretary
HARDY C. POWERS
G. B. WILLIAMSON
SAMUEL YOUNG

]rst of 8evera| unit whrch WI|| e
ed n Cedarville, O é The ch urrh
ousrng area on a 2.3 acre lot.
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Nazarene Among Dead

In California Floods

A member of an Upland, California,
Nazarene church was among a dozen
persons killed foIIowm% flash” floods re-
cently in southern Calitornia.

Daniel Solis, thirty-four, a member of
the latin-Ainerican” church in_Upland,
drowned November 23 returning from
work when his car stalled where Cuca-
monga wash crosses the road. A torrent
of water tumbled the car off the road,
carrying Solis with it.

Rev. "Mario Velez, pastor of the Up-
land church, found Solis' body eighteen
miles from the point where his car was
sighted leaving the road.

Solis had been at the 0:30 a.m. prayer
meeting the Sunday morning prior to
the accident.

. . . Of People and Places

Andrew Young, Sr., mghtg-sm, father
of Rev. Andrew Young, Redlands, Cali-
fornia, and uncle of General Superin-
tendent Samuel Young, died November
25 in Tucson, Arizona. Young, born in
Bally Money, North Ireland, was among
the “eighty “charter members in Park-
head, Glasgow, Scotland, who formed
the church which eventually united
with the Church of the Nazarene, He
had been a general contractor in Cleve-

CHOII?”DIRECT RS FIND QUT WHAT'S NEW—Ab

sons, tCy of whom are ahmr
Kansas City area, attended recently
spent moreMtha three h?urs . bemr(‘;
numpers. Mrs. Hope Collins (direct
eclalist, an Gasy Moore, a wehll-
ansas City (Mis o Frs‘ Chur
session wag ﬁorhs.ore by Lillenas
Nazarene Publishing House.

land, Ohio, and in Tucson. Dr. M. L.
Mann preached the funeral sermon in
Tucson, November 27.

Evangelist W. W. Geeding died un-
expectedly, Tuesday, November 23, as
a result of a heart attack. Death came
in Portsmouth, Ohio, where he had com-
pleted a revival meeting the Sunday

Elderly Lady in a Hurry
To See Ambassador Team

After Argentinean District Superin-
tendent John Cochran had toured the
district to_explain the coming of the
Nazarene Evangelistic Ambassador team
next summer, "a local pastor told his
congregation that they would be able
to see the team. A "bus would leave
early on a Saturdaﬁ/ morning to take
everyone who got there on time to sec
the college students.

Early the following Saturday an elder-
ly lady knocked long and loudly on the
Eastor’s door. SIeepY-eyed, he dnswered.
rustrated, the old * lady inquired,
“What’s the matter? Has No one come
to FO to the N.E.A. convention?”

I took a lengthy explanation to as-
sure her that shie was ten months early
for the trip. The pastor thanked her
for her interest and went back to hed.

While communication  occasionally
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breaks down, enthusiasm is high in
Argentina for the Ambassador ~ tour.
Two teams, of eight college students
each will visit five mission fields. Ar-
gentina is on team one’s schedule. The
people there have underwritten the cost
of the arrangements for the Ambas-
sadors while the team is there.

A four-phase prayer program has also
been projected to prepare for the evan-
gelistic outreach. The first phase is in
operation now in which groups are
meeting weekly for prayer from 6;00
p.m. to midnight. Prayér cells are be-
?lnnmg in homes. Three months prior
0 the crusade there will be watch nights
of prayer from 7.00 p.m. to 6:00 am,
A chaip of unbroken prayer is planned
to begin a month prior to the campaign
and will continue ‘until the team’s work
is complete in Argentina.

dlrect.grsl_iﬁf gvan e?lcal c%,urchﬁs

ntroguced tq fwenty-five eewrec torezfi
c}’ a gout,h A?rlffadwirgvan elncal chra

bllss%ri\f]eg Company, subsi

Ut tw hundreldn pt%re

gnas music C|I?.IC W

wn soloist an
as ¢

ecto 0h music. at
INICIans. glaeryreo W}g

before. Among his survivors are his
wife, of the family home at Fletcher,
Missouri. He joinéd the Church of the
Nazarene in 191(3.

Dr.  Robert N

Thompson, a mem-

ber of the Canadian

parliament, was the

special speaker at a

laymen's "~ service at

the Red Deer (A-

berta) West Park

(Tiﬂurch recentlﬁ/. Dr.

ompson, who was

Dr. Thompson rccentry rt,cy\elcted 0

Farllament, commented on the eve of

he election, November 7, in a prayer

fellowship meeting that the “opﬁor-

tunity for Christian witness overshad-

owed the outcome of the election.” Rev,

William Porter is pastor of the West
Park Church.

Rev. Alex B. Patterson, a Nazarene
elder, was returned to his seat in Ottawa
as a member of the Canadian parliament
in the November 8 general election, He
has served in parliament since 1953 and
?_as been reelected to his position four
imes.

The Bible College offering continued
to climb, reaching $107,111." A total of
2,832 churches ﬁartlupated, an average
of S37.82 per church.” The Thanksgiv-
ing offering, according to early but'in
conclusive “reports, was apout at tx
same level as'in 1964 at this date.
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Conducted by W T PURK|SER Editor

Fnteéope time | have been bothered by the wa¥;l

thi 16 h
rom Its conte>i) nld used to “prove” a G Ul s Peen

Istian s ould trthe

e SR i
eﬁtangent scrrptures that coul se pply really an truly to

I Corrnthrans 16:2 reads, “Upon the |n% is found in divine love.

first day of the week let every one of Willingness of mind must be fol-
you lay by ~himin store, asGod hath lowed hy performance,
prospered hrm that there be no gath- 5 The purpose of giving is to equal-
erings when | come.” ize the burdens of God’s people,
Basically, %/ou are correct in recog- 6. The method of administration
nrzrnr{q that fhisis part of Paul’s in- must be honest in the sight of men.
structions for a specral offering to help 7. Giving must be a matter of houn-
the church in Jerusalem. It relates to ty, not of covetousness.

tithing because of its stress on the prin-
ciple of proportionate giving: “as God
hath prospered.”

There are not many specific refer-
ences to tithing in the ‘New Testament.
Jesus, approved the principle while in-
drcatrng that #)ayrng tithes was not the
whole of a life ‘pleasing to God (Mat-
thew 23:23). Tithing as an act of sub-
r7nrlssl|}/e worshrp is implied in Hebrews

The most extended treatment of
Christian grvrna is found in Il Corin-
thians 8 and 9. Dr. H. Orton Wiley
used to list “Twelve Axioms of Chris-
tian Giving” from these chapters:

L Sacrificial giving inspires liberality
in_others.

2. The giraee of giving is essential to
symmetrical Christian character.

3. The true motive for Christian giv-

The amount of giving determines
the amount of receiving.

9. Ciiving must be in accordance with
some consistent plan.

10. Giving must be accompanied by
cheerfulnessof spirit.

11 There is a guarantee of prosperi-
ty for faithfulness.

12. Giving is a means of hlessing to
others.

In addition, let me just remark that,
while the New' Testament does not stress
tithing by name, it does state that “all
scriptre is given b%/ mifrratron of God,
and is profitable_ for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness” fll Timothy 316I)

0 me, it is all but incoriceivable that
one who loves the Lord would be content
to do less under grace than he would
have Dbeen required to do under law.

How far do you tfhrnk we should 0 in ths matter of resb\tutl ? A erso
once made & copfes |orhto me wh c ma e me feel terri (Q, ave Wis ea
over and over that ad never made 1t. Do you think God expects this’

The sole purpose of restitution, as | secret, it should be confessed to God

understand 1t, is as the word indicates: in secret.
to make things rr%ht fo restore a ‘pre A qgreat deal of mischief has been
vious condition of relationship. done ‘In the name of restitution or con-

fession. What has been called such is
sometimes either blundering ignorance
or actual malice. If anyone has doubts
as to whether to make confession or res-
titution, and continued Prayer does not
clear up these doubts, it is the part of
wisdom to seek counsel from a pastor
or trusted spiritual counsellor in a per-
sonal conference.

fails to do this, it is not restitution,
whatever it may be called.
Thefgeneral rule regarding restitution
or confession of sins or wrongs is that
the area of the offence governs the area
of the restitution or confession, If the
sin is public, it should be publicly con-
fessed. If it is private, it should be pri-
vatelv confessed and renounced. If it is

Lord
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DAILY

DEVOTIONALS

Make Excellent Gifts

and a

Start for the New Year

1966 Scripture Text
Calendar

A tradition in thousands of
homes! Monthly full-color re-
ligious reproductions and daily
sCriptures create a silent wit-
ness throughout the year.
Full-size cover picture appro-
priate for framing. 9% x 16”.

U-266 SOC; 6 of more, 40c each

1966 America's Calendar

Beautiful

This NEW approach to a re-
U\?mus calendar presents God’s

ord in twelve magnificent
scenic backgrounds from God’s
world—all “in vivid colors.
Spiral-bound at top; gift en-
velope suitable for mailing.
/4 X 131/2°.

U-366 6007 6 or more, 50c each

Prices slightly higher outside the
continental Ofiited States

Devotions with Julie and Jack

By MARILYN MILLIKAN .

For families with children. Julie (seven),
Jack (ten), and parents discuss various situ-
ations, seekmg solutions through the Bible

and prayer. 172 pages, cloth.
$2.95

Words of Cheer

. . By C. E. CORNELL

A (Pocket-sue dallhl devotional of sixty-sec-
ona messages emphasizing the joy of Chris-
tian living. 136 pages, leatherette. $
1.25

Daily Light on the Daily Path
Inspirational readings for both _morninﬁ and
evening comprised wholly of scripture. Handy
41K x 512" size, cloth.

Eve% Day_with Jesus ,
o By MENDELL TAYLOR
Meditations for each”day of the year cen-
tered around the events of Jesus’ earthly life
and ministry. 237 pages, cloth.

$3.65

Truth for TodaN

BK BERTHA MUNRO o _
Three hundred sixty-five meditations unique
in reaching the reader at his particular need
and lifting"him toward God. 380 pages, cloth.

2.50

S008, \BRUL HhaRTIN
Sixty candid chats beamedyto teens in which
the “author talks about teen problems and
challenges Zouth with believable answers.
64 pages, leatherette.

$1.25

Place Your Order RIGHT AWAY!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY,.
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104
IN CANADA" 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

$3.05 j .

MISSOUR| 64141
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