








holiness, we retain the blend of ruggedness and re-
finement symbolized by that marker at Pilot Point,
Texas. And every time a Nazarene from Seattle or
Miami, from Halifax or San Diego drives by this
bit of sacred ground, gazes on the inscription, stands
to view again that majestic and fluent marker, may
it say the same again and again to him:

Beauty mixed with bluntness; culture which

scorns compromise. Above all let’s be sure that
the upper edge of the soul is bared toward God in
unfeigned naturalness.

No! Granite is not dead and voiceless. At least
the tall, lean, timeless marker at Pilot Point is
vocal; I was there and I know. It will preach to
generations yet unborn these simple truths.

Why not drive by sometime and listen?

An Old Testament Dulles

By ALBERT J. LOWN

Pastor,

The American Secretary of State is no stranger
to hospital life or the operating theater. In recent
years John Foster Dulles has known [requent ex-
aminations and a major operation for cancer, and
is now—at the time of writing—recovering from
surgical treatment for hernia, with further medical
attention needed to combat the second attack of
malignant disease upon his body.

It is impossible for a politician of world standing
constantly facing major issues to escape criticism
as well as approval for his words and decisions; but
even his most bitter opponents must join with his
friends in admiring Mr. Dulles’ courage. Fully
knowing the need for urgent operative treatment,
the seventy-one-year-old Secretary did not flinch
from an important trip to Lurope and an exacting
tour of the Western allies. Concealing his weak-
ness, Mr. Dulles placed his vital task before his
painful and grave thorn in the flesh, the inspira-
tion of duty before his physical infirmity.

The same spirit is revealed in even greater
measure in the obedience of Ezekicl to a strange
and express command of God that he should betray
no grief and make no sign of sorrow upon the
death of his beloved wife. “Son of man, behold,
I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with
a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep,
neither shall thy tears run down. Forbcar to cry,
make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of
thine head upon theec, and put on thy shoes upon
thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the
bread of men” (Ezekicl 24:16).

Did God ever give stranger command for the
purpose of bringing His message home to the
hearts of rebellious men? The law of Moses per-
mitted the priest to mourn only for his close rela-
tions; but in this case tears and crying, covering
of the head with dust and baring of the feet and
acceptance of the food portions given by sympa-
thizing friends were completely forbidden. To the
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private heartbreak of desolating grief was added
the public heartbreak of delivering a message of
overwhelming judgment upon God’s own people.
Yet Ezekiel resolutely placed his own feelings and
difficulties upon one side and unswervingly ful-
filled the task God had entrusted to him. The
sacred record states:

“So I spake unto the people in the morning:
and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning
as I was commanded” (Ezekiel 24:18).

Does this imply that God expects us to be dry-
eyed, stonyhearted, without natural feeling, as
others, when heart and eyes would run o’er? Is the
Christian denied the greatest relief of the sorrowing
heart and strained nerves—the precious boon of
tears? Remembering the tears of Jesus over Lazarus
and a lost city, the weeping of Paul over carnal
unbelief and the prayer of David, “. . . put thou
my tears into thy bottle,” the suggestion is im-
mcdiately repelled by the mind.

This unnatural command was given for an un-
usual purpose. Jerusalem was about to die, a city
so defiled and rebeilious that God could neither
mourn nor weep! In Ezekiel’s graphic pronounce-
ment of judgment God had endeavored to boil
the scum away from His holy city by the fires of
chastening, but the pot itself was rusted beyond
repair and must be condemned and cast away. As
a sign of God’s attitude to the sinful city, Ezekiel
was to give not the slightest indication of sorrow
over his wife’s passing. His loss and God’s were
parallel. Both were losing their dearest earthly
possession, the One a city, the other a companion
and helpmeet. Ezekiel was to be a living parable
of God’s attitude to a people dying through sin
that could have been cured. “And ye shall do
as I have done,” commanded the Lord.

When the amazed and bewildered populace in-
quired the reason for this complete absence of grief
on the part of a man whose wife had died barely



twelve hours previously, Ezekiel's answer was a
message of dcom. To those who love God and
keep His commandments the prophet’s strange con-
duct brings a message of discipline!

THE MESSAGE oF Gobp
CouNTs MorE THAN OUR Moobs

If ever a man felt unfit to preach, it was Ezekiel
on the morning of the day the angel of death
visited his home. The dreaded visitor’s coming was
foretold by God himself; a burdened man would
also be a lonely man before nightfall. If ever a
man was ‘not in the mood to preach” because of
a heavy heart and distraught mind, it was surely
Ezekiel. His own mood counseled silence; but the
message of God compelled speech. “So I spake
unto the people in the morning.”

There are times when we all question our fitness
to preach or pray, to testify or exhort: perhaps with
the nervous immaturity of Jeremiah, or the heavi-
ness of William Carey, who confessed, “For the
first seven years of my stay in India I went to my
task like a soldier expecting to be deleated in the
battle.” But for both the message counted more
than personal moods. Jeremiah was therc when
Jerusalem was captured, decades later, and Carey
influences India today.

In weeping mood as we bear precious secd or,
mysteriously dry, our faith is not in ourselves but
in the seed! Heart and flesh may fail as the task
of Sunday school teaching is contemplated for yet
another week, but our sufficiency is of God! Ezekiel
exemplifies the victory over moods we need in
every realm of service and devotion.

FAITHFULNESS COUNTS MORE THAN FEELINGS

“At even my wife died; and 1 did in the morning
as I was commanded.” Obedience and feelings
were completely at variance, but for Ezckiel spirit-
ual duty had first claim upon conscience and will.
Duty—that much-misunderstood word—had priority
in the ordering and obligations of life. Excuses
would have been possible, reasonable, and accepted,
but God had commanded!

The impression is sometimes foolishly given that
duty involves only the first mile of obedience—
love goes the second; that duty implies the bondage
of regularity, and going off at a tangent at the
expense of duty is a permissable pathway to un-
usual blessing.

Duty is the hallmark of love! “If ye love me,
keep my commandments,” said Jesus. Feelings may
or may not be the inspiration of duty; they are
often the reward of duty well done. But the only
solid foundation for spiritual living and service is
love’s duty. The man who was fed only according
to his wife’s feelings would stand a good chance
of going slim; the minister who preached only
when he felt like it would lapse from the pulpit

as often as some of his feeling-ruled members do
from their pews. Duty—that noble word, that
blessed privilege—is the anchor of the soul, the
grandeur of service. No man can offer God more
and no man dare offer Him less; for, as the cate-
chism gloriously teaches, the whole duty of man
is to love God and live in obedience to His com-
mandments.

“England expects,” signaled Nelson at Trafalgar,
“that every man this day will do his duty.” Victory
followed the fulfillment of that expectation as men
of every rank gave their all to their admiral and
the battle. To every Christian, Paul gives a similar
signal, “Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, . . . [knowing] that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” Faithful-
ness to spiritual duties cancels out every trace of
“stuckfast, unmanageable, always excusing spirit,”
a sure prelude to defeat.

“Why,” questioned the friends of a deaf wor-
shiper, “do you never miss a service when your
minister mumbles into his secrmon manuscript and
you never hear a word?”

“If he does not know his duty, thank God, I
know mine,” was the brave reply. With this spirit

Eviry EVENT IN Lire CAN BECOME
PrROFITABLE EXPERIENCE

The sudden and shattering blows of sorrow and
loss are not intimated to us by divine prediction
as to Ezekiel-ncither are we called upon to bear
them as stoically and unnaturally as he did. But
his behavior in bereavement at divine behest
teaches us that we may so conduct ourselves in the
outstanding events of life, in sorrow and in joy,
that God will speak through our experiences to
other hearts. As Joseph endured successive trials,
with quiet, brave endurance, God spoke in turn
to Potiphar, the jailer, the imprisoned butler and
baker, and to Pharaoh himself. As Jesus endured
the Cross, His seven cries became seven perfect
messages to every human soul. As Ezekiel con-
quered circumstances and crushing burdens, his
loyalty to God’s message and obedience to the
command of God still speak to our hearts today.

When life falls in, when moods and feelings are
suspect, let us remember Ekeziel’s fateful and faith-
[ul twenty-four hours. Let us recall also the Mon-
day morning experience of F. W. Robertson, the
famous British preacher of a former generation.
Assailed by “spiritual blues” of the most depressing
character alter Sunday’s ministry, the thought of
resignation was very inviting to the depressed ser-
vant of God. “Resign, resign,” taunted the blue-
black mood. :

“Not resign, but re-sign!” said the Spirit of God.
Robertson’s renewed consecration to every privilege
and duty of ministry turned temptation’s hurt into
victory with honor.

MARCH 25, 1958 o (49) 5















Salvation Through Sacrificial Love

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotien Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life (John
3:16) .

Our meditation upon the birth of Christ forcibly
brought to us the truth that God has done some-
thing of eternal significance for the world. “While
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” By Jesus
Christ, God has reconciled us to himself. God,
through the impulse of His eternal love, provided
through Christ the rescue and salvation of the
world. Well did Calvin say that “Christ brought
life, because the Heavenly Father loves the human
race, and wishes that they should not perish.”

By EVANGELIST RUPERT CRAVENS

Pharisaic interpretation of the Old Testament
had lelt the outside world in judgment and to
cursing and severe punishment, looking upon Abra-
hamic descent and sacramental privilege as the
conditions of life, honor, and royal freedom. But
the text reveals that the poor world was seen to be
the object of such love that the Father delivered
up His Son to humiliation and shame upon the
Cross, willing that He should suffer all that was
involved in the great work of saving mankind.

The true origin of salvation is found in God’s
love—“God so loved . . .”” His love is infinite, eternal,

Caravans Pay!

By LYLE K. POTTER

It was Wednesday evening, the last night of the Sunday
School Crusade services at Muskegon, Michigan, First Church.
Someone said, “We are going to have the members of our Cara-
vans in the service tonight.” This made me feel good but did
not excite me too much, for we have often had the Caravans
co-operate with the special services.

At just 7:20 the organ was playing and the members of the
four Caravans began to march into the auditorium with their
Guides and assistant Guides. Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty ...
between eighty and ninetyl Nothing thrills me more than to
see [rom eight to ten adults dedicate an hour and a half of their
precious week and their busy lives to the youth of the community.
I could not help but notice that the faces of the Guides were
beaming as they walked in with the group. Of course they were
happy; they had found a place of service that was very rewarding.
While these eager and enthusiastic youth (which I understand
had come by the Sunday school bus, private automobiles, etc.)
were filing into the auditorium I looked at the Sunday school
register. The previous Sunday there were 401 present in Sunday
school, and a last year’s average attendance of 304. That figures!
Go “all out” for the Caravan program and watch the Sunday
school grow. It is a tremendous feeder for the Sunday school.

Is that all? No, you haven’t heard anything yet. At the
close of the service when the invitation was given to all who
would like to know Christ as their personal Saviour, over fifty
of those Caravan young people crowded around the altar and
the front seats seeking to know Christ. What a tremendous
climax, and how all felt repaid for their time and efforts! I
thought, Eternity alone can measure the results of the invest-
ment of time and energy by these dedicated workers with boys
and girls. Truly, Caravans pay!

Sunday School Evangelist
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and unchangeable. Salvation does not have to be
wrung from the Father. The atonement was the
effect, not the cause, of God’s love. The Son was
delivered over to death that we might have ever-
lasting life.

The means of salvation lies in God’s infinite
sacrifice for the world—“He gave his only begotten
Son.” It was the Son who was given by the Father.
In the verses preceding the text Jesus speaks ol
himsell as the “Son of man,” pointing to His
humiliation. In the text the title used recalls His
divine dignity. There is an infinite value in the
sacrifice of the Mediator who had the union of the
two natures in His Person. The gilt of the Son
implies His sacrificial death. That Jesus knew of
His coming death, by which He was to atone, is
implied in John’s testimony to Him about the
time of His baptism, “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin ol the world” (John
1:29) . It is quitc probable that our Lord had dis-
cussed with John His coming sacrificial death.

The universality of salvation is found in the
design of the sacrifice of Christ—"that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish.” His incarna-
tion is not enough; neither is His ministry enough
—He must dic in order to bring to man cternal lilc.
Man must receive the lile of God to enter the
kingdom of God. Thus, that the divine lile may
become ours, the Son of God must die.

While Jesus came to preach the gospel, His chicl
object in coming was that there might be a gospel
to preach. His Sermon on the Mount, though it
contains much of the gospel, is silent on the new
birth, on the living and enduring relation between
Christ and His disciples illustrated in the parable
of the vine, and in the nccessity of faith in himsclf
as the condition of eternal redemption. The greater
revelation was not in what He taught but in what
He was, in what He did, and in what He sulfered.
How significant is Paul’s statement: “But we preach
Christ crucified”!

The channel of divine life, issuing in universal
salvation, is opened to faith. By faith man accepts
the divine testimony that Christ is the Redeemer;
faith is the instrument of our justification; and
faith is the means of apprehending the righteous-
ness of Christ. In the complete sense, faith is the
root principle of the Christian life. Paul declared
that the life which he lived in the flesh he lived by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved him and gave
himself for him.

Salvation may become the personal possession of
each one who will believe in the only begotten Son
of God. Let every soul credit what God has spoken
concerning Christ, His sacrifice, the end for which
it was offered, and the way in which it is to be
applied. Let everyone trust in His grace and be
saved from sin. Thus will God’s sacrificial love
issue in personal salvation.

He

s
Coming!

by
MELZA H. BROWN

The New Testament writers all give emphasis to
the glorious truth, Our Lord is coming back to this
earth again. Jesus himself declared, “I will come
again.” The Apostle Paul gave us the outline of the
cvents at the time of Christ’s coming in I Thessa-
lonians, chapter four and verses fifteen to eighteen.

The Lord is to descend [rom heaven. According
to the words of the two men who stood by the dis-
ciples as the Lord was taken up, He shall so come
in like manner as they saw him go into heaven.

The resurrection of the dead in Christ shall then
take place. “For this we say unto you by the word
of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
them which are aslcep. . . . the dead in Christ shall
rise first” (I Thessalonians 4:15-16). What com-
fort these words should be to those who have loved
ones who have gone on before in death and who
died triumphantly in the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

The translation of the living saints or living be-
lievers then lollows immediately. “Then we which
arc alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (v. 17).

Paul then takes up the time of His coming in the
next chapter. He tells us that we have no need of
teaching concerning the times and seasons. Why?
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (I Thessa-
lonians 5:2).

As a thief in the night? Are we then not to know
anything relative to His coming or the events that
give evidence of the approach of this great crisis in
world history? Far from it, for hear the Apostle
exclaim: “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness,
that that day should overtake you as a thief, Ye
are all the children of light, and the children of
the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness”
(vv. 4-5).

The true believers are awake. They see the day
approaching. They read the happenings of our
day in the light of Holy Writ. Tremendous changes
have come in our day, but the end is not yet. The
greatest event is still ahead. Let us live always in
the consciousness of the glorious fact, “He is
coming!”
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