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NAZARENE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY— 
THE CHURCH NEEDS IT

W hen God 
calls a person 
to ministry 

as a lifetime vocation. 
He also calls the 
church, the com m u­
nity of believers 
through whom the call 
is mediated, to full­
time support.

So long as the 
church challenges her 
adherents to declare 
the “unsearchable 
riches of Christ,” she 
must make it possible 
for the obedient re­

spondent to fulfill that call. Preaching, then, is not 
the sole responsibility of the church. In addition to 
p ro c la m a tio n , there m ust be p re p a ra tio n .

In her beginning days the Church of the Nazarene 
established colleges and “universities” to prepare men 
and women for ministry. For the first 35 years of our 
denominational existence these educational institu­
tions served us well—and still do. But with the in­
creasing complexity of the world and the rapid ex­
plosion of knowledge, a graduate school o f theology 
became a necessity.

Thus in 1944 the General Board authorized the es­
tablishment of a seminary within the Wesleyan and 
holiness tradition. During her 43-year history Naza­
rene Theological Seminary has equipped thousands of 
future pastors, evangelists, missionaries, teachers, 
church musicians, and compassionate ministers. Her 
graduates are exalting Christ and serving people 
around the world. The spiritual impact of these dedi­
cated and disciplined servants of God has circled the 
globe and will continue until Jesus comes.

The church’s educational institutions a re  the 
church fulfilling her mission. T h e  ch u rch  n e e d s  th e m  
in  o rd er to  b e  th e  church.

(1) The Church o f the Nazarene needs the theologi­
cal seminary to help m aintain doctrinal purity and 
our distinctive teaching o f entire sanctification. “Be­
liefs seldom become doubts; they become ritual.” Our

danger is not doubting our definitive doctrines, but 
rather allowing our beliefs to become meaningless 
phrases or overlooked portions o f our creed. The 
seminary calls us to doctrinal and ecclesiastical in­
tegrity.

(2) The church needs the seminary because an ef­
fective minister m ust be p r e p a r e d  sp ir itu a lly . Spiritual 
preparation requires tim e and an environm ent of de­
votion. Three years at seminary sharing with those of 
“like precious faith” who have a com m on goal of 
ministry, including professors who are models of holy 
living and understanding, provide a spiritual climate 
in which to nurture one’s soul. Study o f the devo­
tional classics enriches the spiritual life and constrains 
one to serve others.

(3) The church needs the seminary because minis­
ters must know their “markets.” The wide range of 
problems invading almost every family and 
com m unity—disillusionment, divorce, drug de­
pendence (including alcoholism), pornography, child 
abuse— makes it imperative that the m inister under­
stand the social dynamics that shape our world and 
create the needs o f people in our cultural contexts. 
Seminary training informs the ministerial student at 
these points.

(4) The church needs the seminary to provide tools 
for evangelism, teaching, preaching, and discipling. 
These skills, like others, are learned in part by 
doing—but this in no way minimizes the advantages 
of classroom instruction. Formal teaching coupled 
with on-the-job training is vital to an effective minis­
try. Jesus thought so, as evidenced by His relation to 
His disciples. And Paul retreated to Arabia to prepare 
m ind and spirit before embarking on his fruitftil m in­
istry.

For these and other reasons the church annually re­
ceives an offering for Nazarene Theological Seminary. 
This year the designated Sunday is January 29. Let 
every church throughout America participate. In so 
doing we will fulfil our com m itm ent both to p r e a c h ­
in g  and to p re p a ra tio n .

When the church accepts the responsibility to 
preach, she also acknowledges her responsibility to 
prepare. If the latter is ever denied, the former will be 
discontinued. H

JOHN A. KNIGHT
General Superintendent
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W ho has not longed for a new 
day, a new chance, a new 
page, a new beginning? At 
the end o f each year we are presented 

with ju s t that, a un ique opportun ity  to 
begin again.

We have before us 12 m onths, 365 
days, unspotted, unlived, unblem ished 
in any way. We stand poised to  start 
writing on  the new page the history of 
1989.

W hat are our feelings and  thoughts 
as the new day dawns? W hat will we 
do with the new year? As we com e to 
Louise Fletcher’s “Land o f Beginning 
Again,” perhaps we need to  form  a 
new philosophy o f life, or at least 
brush up the old one.

It is basic tha t we coun t our bless­
ings. It is tim e to  rem em ber the good 
things o f  the past and to  get excited 
abou t the prospects o f  the future. It is 
tim e to  rejoice! The Psalm ist leads the 
way with his exultant cry, “This is the 
day which the Lord hath m ade; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 
118:24).

As we recount and regroup for 1989 
we Find ourselves counting  ou r bless­
ings ton  by ton! The Lord has been

good and gracious in the past, and  we 
can an ticipate the sam e kind o f  rela­
tionship  in the future. This helps us to 
accept the challenge the new year 
th rusts at us with optim ism  and  faith.

It is now tim e to  cancel the old as 
we face the new. We canno t reclaim  
one second o f  1988, so to  relive its 
problem s and  pressures in m em ory is 
futile activity. W ith Paul we m ust for­
get as m uch as possible w hat is behind 
and  strain tow ard w hat is ahead as we 
press toward the prize tha t G od has 
offered (Philippians 3:13-14).

T he new day offers us the oppor­
tun ity  to lay aside hurts and  hostilities 
o f the past. We can do the sam e with 
disappointm ents, disasters, and de­
spair, and with rebellion, resentm ents, 
and rejection. We can do  the sam e 
with fears, failures, and  frustrations.
We do not have to  carry these unnec­
essary burdens in to  the new year.

Obviously, there is no way we can 
blank out memory, but we do not 
need to relive daily the anxieties and 
adversities o f the yesterdays.

In Italy, I have heard, it is trad i­
tional on New Year’s Eve to throw  
som ething old out the w indow at m id­

night. W hile th is is no t done phys­
ically here, we sym bolically do  it at 
the altar in ou r w atch night services. 
O u t w ith the old; in w ith the new.

We can determ ine th a t we will co n ­
centrate on one day at a  tim e in 1989. 
We can resolve to  begin and  end each 
day w ith G od. He is the A u tho r o f  be­
ginnings. T he first four w ords o f  the 
Bible are, “ In the beginning G od . . . ” 
(Genesis 1:1).

G od gives us the new day, all 86,400 
seconds o f  it. They m ust be lived as 
they occur; they can n o t be saved up 
for a rainy day. How  we spend them  
determ ines the delight o r the depres­
sion we have during  the new year.

We do not have to  face the whole 
year at once, bu t we are required to 
m eet the challenges and  crises o f  one 
day at a tim e. T he L ord’s Prayer re­
quests, “G ive us th is  day o u r daily 
bread” (M atthew  6:11). Jesus taught 
disciples not to  try to  live tom orrow  
today, for each day has its own prob­
lem s (M atthew  6:34).

The new day daw ning, however, 
gives us the privilege o f  d ream ing  our 
dream s and m aking them  com e true. 
We need not be satisfied w ith less 
than  the best, o r d im in ish  success by 
inadequate planning.

T here is a story o f  a fisherm an who 
was observed keeping little fish and 
throw ing the big ones back. Som eone 
asked him  why and  he replied, “The 
big ones d o n ’t fit in to  m y frying pan." 
To plan big and  expect big is to  reap 
big rewards in ou r life an d  work.

As the new day daw ns it is tim e to  
com m it the new year to  the Lord, to 
determ ine tha t w hatever we do  will be 
for H im . “. . .  W hatever you do,” Paul 
wrote, “do it all for the glory o f  G o d ” 
(1 C orin th ians 10:31, NIV).

This m eans to  do  ou r best and  let 
G od do the rest. This is all tha t is re­
qu ired  o f  us. It is leaving the results to  
H im — the ups and  downs, the ins and  
outs, and  the wins an d  losses.

To count, to  cancel, to  concentrate, 
to  com m it: these are ou r responsibili­
ties, and  they pave the road to  ful­
fillm ent. purpose, and  peace o f  m ind 
in the new year.

A new day is dawning! It com es at 
the end o f  D ecem ber and  with the 
lengthening days o f  January. It is ours 
to seize and m ake 1989 the best year 
ever. H

BY JOHN W. MAY
A Nazarene elder residing in Colliers, 
West I irginia.
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Nazarene Theological Seminary is deeply rooted 
in things that matter to the people called Nazarenes.
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N
azarenes are a Bible-believing 
people. The study o f  the En­
glish Bible and the Bible in 
the original languages is a significant 

part of our work at NTS. In fact, one- 
third of the credit hours earned each 
semester are in biblical studies. O ur 
four Bible professors believe the Bible 
to be the inspired Word o f  G od. They 
take seriously their assignm ent o f 
teaching men and w om en how to u n ­
derstand. interpret, and proclaim  the 
living Word of God.

Our entire com m unity  has a sincere 
appreciation for, and deep co m m it­
ment to, our holiness heritage. Every 
professor believes in entire sanctifica­
tion as a second defin ite w ork of

G od 's grace. Every studen t is required 
to  take a course in the doctrine o f ho­
liness. If  he has previously had this 
course at the undergraduate level, he 
m ust enroll in a course in the theol­
ogy o f  John Wesley. We take seriously 
ou r task o f  sending holiness preachers 
out into the harvest fields.

Preparation for world evangelism is 
a p rom inen t part o f  o u r curriculum . 
Future pastors m ust m atricu la te in a 
course titled “Evangelism in the Local 
Church." Three professors teach evan­
gelism and missiologv courses. There 
are 80 people enrolled this year who 
sense a call from  G od to  be m is­
sionaries. O thers are com m itted  to 
church planting  and urban ministries.

All o f the above indicate our appre­
ciation for the com m itm en t to  our 
w onderful heritage. However, death is 
certain  if we have only the backward 
look. T hat is whv vour sem inary is 
not onlv DEEPLY R O O TED  IN T H E 
PAST, BUT IS ALSO REA C H IN G  TO 
T H E FU TU R E!

A lthough G od 's Word never 
changes, society constantly  changes. 
Lyle Shaller, in his book I t ’s a Differ­
ent World, dem onstrates that our 
churches and society are greatly differ­
en t from w hat they were in the 50s 
and 60s. It is certain  tha t century 21 
will also bring trem endous changes. 
NTS is com m itted  to preparing people 
who will be com peten t to  m inister to 
a broken world in the new century  in 
which ou r graduates will spend m ost 
o f  their ministry.

We are constantly  engaged in self- 
study and curricu lum  adjustm ents to 
ensure tha t we not only hold on to  all

o f the great elem ents o f o u r heritage 
bu t also to  be sure th a t our students 
will be equipped to  effectively func­
tion and hold forth the bread o f life in 
the com plex society in which they will 
minister. This com m itm ent m akes 
great dem ands on adm inistrators, fac­
ulty. staff, and students. W hatever it 
takes, we will educate and  equip 
servant-leaders who will be com m itted  
spiritual leaders for Christ and His 
C hurch in the m ost com plex age our 
world has ever known. We are deeply 
rooted in the past, but we are ju st as 
deeply com m itted  to  REACHING 
T H E  F U T U R E  as your sem inary and 
church m ove into a great new day for 
Christ and His kingdom .

You can have a part in this chal­
lenging m inistry by praying for us and 
giving in the annual sem inary offering 
on January  29. H

BY TERRELL C. (JACK) SANDERS, JR.
President o f  Nazarene Theological Sem i­
nary in Kansas City. Missouri.

3otarSystem
A re  we like moons in

a hum an solar system
that revolve around

the central sun, and
reflect into the vast

darkness , its light?

— J O Y C E  A .  C H A N D L E R
Long Beach, C aliforn ia
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A WHOLE 
LOT OF 
POURING 
GOING ON
A preacher sits m editating  at eventide. He stares co n ­

tem platively as G od paints ano ther sunset. The 
reddish sun streaked by narrow  strips o f  cloud 

throws javelins o f light th a t pierce the dusty-grape .aze on 
the hilltops and sends soft shadows o f  m auve and  gold 
dancing in the valley. Evening quietly claim s the land, like 
welcome sleep overcom es a weary farm  hand  w ho lies 
down at day’s end. In the presence o f such lush am biance 
one alm ost expects to  hear the tw ilight tones o f  a flute, 
w ith a delicate cascade o f string in the background, float­
ing into consciousness with hardly a ripple and  hovering 
over the innerm ost being, com pelling the heart to  stillness.

M ost persons absorbing th is pleasing tapestry w ould be 
tem pted to  th ink  w ith Browning’s P ippa th a t G od  is in His 
heaven and  all is right w ith the world. But o u r m editating  
preacher is not so easily taken  in. The ironic beauty  o f  the 
sunset spreads a grim ace across his leathery face. H e knows 
th a t all the red about him  is no t prism atic sun. Som e o f  it 
is the blood o f  m en and  w om en an d  children slaughtered 
in war.

Even as he feels the cool o f  the evening m arch  dow n the 
once peaceful streets, he know s th a t at any m o m en t a gag­
gle o f grisly soldiers, ravenous w ith bloodlust, m ay em erge 
from  the deepening shadows. Beside the h u m an  slaughter, 
they have already destroyed the tow n’s place o f  worship, 
the house o f  G od. N othing is sacred to  them , no  violence 
too  sickening, no atrocity  stark enough to  seize them  by 
the beard and  draw  them  up short.

T he preacher weeps for his hom eland , his relatives, his 
friends. H e has faithfully preached to  them , and  how  he 
has prayed for his people. But destruc tion  has com e any­
way. H is heart form s the questions, “W hy?” His eyes brim  
with, “W hy?” H is face pleads, “W hy?”

To the east, barely 30 m iles away, beyond the  Jo rdan  lies 
a country  for w hom  the velvet sunset creates no gut- 
w renching irony. S tru tting  in arrogance, lolling like sun- 
bathers, this nation  o f  fervent th rasonical w orshipers o f  the 
dem on-god C hem osh has been left in peace to  prosper and  
preen.

Jerem iah canno t qu ite  understand  it all. He had p ro p h ­
esied th rough reform  and  counterreform , th rough siege and  
battle, and  finally th rough  two “falls” o f  Jerusalem . Both 
patrio t an d  invader regarded h im  as enemy. Judged, jailed, 
throw n in a well, he w ould finally be killed in  Egypt by his 
countrym en.

Jerem iah had suffered th rough  upheaval and  change in 
all its terrorizing forms. A nd yet neighboring M oab was 
undisturbed.

Jerem iah cried out
Moab has been at ease from  his youth 

and has settled on his lees; 
he has not been emptied from  vessel 

to vessel,
nor has he gone into exile; 

so his taste remains in him, 
and his scent is not changed

(Jerem iah 48:11, r s v ) .

W hy the difference?
It begins w ith this. T he destiny o f  the  world an d  the eter­

nal destiny o f  the hu m an  race d id  n o t depend  on M oab.
No Savior was to  com e from  M oab, no  cross, no  Easter. So 
why no t let M oab settle on  the lees like a low grade wine? 
He need no t be poured  from  vessel to  vessel to  rid h im  o f  
his dregs. Let the “tilters” (v. 12) pass h im  by, though his 
taste (v. 11) rem ain  flat and  his scent, his bouquet, rem ain  
dorm ant.

But Judah. Ah, th a t’s a different m atter. T hrough  Judah  
shall all the nations o f  the earth  be blessed. Therefore, Ju ­
dah m ust be refined like the finest o f  wines. P our her from  
vessel to  vessel, each tim e leaving the settling dregs o f  idol­
atry, injustice, and  hypocrisy behind. Let no t the tilters. o r 
the pourers, forget o r be slack. A sour taste or a m ediocre 
bouquet m ust not be perm itted . But let her be tilted, 
poured, purified, tested un til the result is a w ine fit for the 
king— even the K ing o f  Kings.

Today the challenge o f  change m ay be the redem ptive 
hand  o f  G od in ou r lives. Yet we shrink  from  being poured  
from vessel to  vessel. We dread  change. Still we m ust face 
the tru th  once voiced by H arry  Em erson Fosdick, “The 
eternal has pu t us in a w orld w here stagnation is a deadly 
sin."

N azarene Theological Sem inary is a place o f  change. 
S tudents are poured from  vessel to  vessel, subm itted  to  fac­



ulty “tilters,” challenged to  th ink , to  reconstruct, to  feel, to  
pray. They are pushed to  probe unexam ined  assum ptions, 
jostled and nudged to  discover deeper insights, an d  to  find  
the unchanging in the w hirl o f  change. Faculty an d  the ad­
ministration are also challenged to  cope w ith change. They 
dare not find themselves skewered by the grand delusion 
that to stand still is to  be safe. Change is a risky business, 
but the only thing m ore dangerous th an  change is n o t to  
change. There’s a whole lo t o f  pouring  going on.

That tireless tilter “change” is w orking away at N TS at 
the institutional level. The shape o f  theological education  is 
changing. All sorts o f  novel experim ents abound  in  the 
land—some effective, som e silly. N TS is no t a fad chaser, 
but neither does it seek to  be a  cozy ivy-covered irrele­
vancy placidly preparing a handful o f  students to  m inister 
in a Currier and Ives tim e th a t exists only on calendar cov­
ers and decorator plates.

Several different m odels o f  theological education  are be­
ing tested and tried at NTS. New degree concentrations, a 
revised doctor o f m inistry program , con tinu ing  education  
in several forms are am ong the changes. A renewed th irst 
to serve our Lord by doing w hatever it takes to  provide 
graduate theological education  w herever and  w henever 
Nazarenes need it characterizes the N TS com m unity.

When Napoleon’s life finally collapsed in exile, one biog­
rapher described his personal dem ise by saying, “No great 
principle stood by him.” N azarene higher education  m ust 
not follow such an “unprincip led” m odel. A t a recent co n ­

clave o f  adm inistra tors from  C hristian  colleges one u n ­
exam ined “given” dom inated  nearly every speech, paper, or 
agenda like a L ondon fog. T hat uncritical assum ption  was 
th a t the big issue is “institu tional survival.” How curious? 
How dangerous! As G od  pours us from  vessel to  vessel “in ­
stitu tional survival” is n o t the great principle tha t will 
stand by us.

No particu lar C hristian college has to  survive.
N azarene Theological Sem inary does no t have  to  sur­

vive.
W hat we do have to  do is carry ou t the teaching mission 

o f o u r Lord and  H is church. This great principle will stand 
by us. Institu tional size, prestige, o r longevity are, after all, 
m erely secondary m atters. The great principle th a t will 
s tand by us tells us th a t we m ust do w hatever it takes to  
carry ou t the teaching m ission o f  Jesus C hrist and  His 
church— w hether o r no t any particu lar institu tion  or oper­
ation  survives. T hat is to  say, the only way to  m ake it in 
tim es o f  change is to  be firm ly rooted  in  the Changeless 
O ne an d  fully given to  H is changeless m ission.

He pours us from  vessel to  vessel to  m ake us m ore fit for 
the future, a m ore appropriate  gift to  the next generation.

T here’s a whole lot o f  pouring going on!
A m en, so be it. H

BY WESLEY TRACY
Professor o f  preaching at Nazarene Theological Seminary and  
director o f  the doctor o f  ministry program.

M q ECAUSE YOU GAVE______________

CHURCH ALIVE!
A lso I heard the voice o f  the 

Lord, saying, W hom  shall I 
send, and who will go for us? 
Then said I, Here am  I; send m e” (Isa­

iah 6:8).
Those powerful words o f  testim ony 

haunted me as my wife an d  I con tem ­
plated our first pastoral assignm ent in 
Houma, La. But when G od  speaks, 
people have to listen, an d  H o u m a be­
came our home.

It took four m onths for R ebekah to  
find a job. D uring th a t tim e, ou r only 
source of income was a m onth ly  allo­
cations check. We began to  personally 
realize the im portance o f  G eneral and 
District Budgets.

With the oil bust o f the mid-80s, 
southern Louisiana had been devas­
tated. The church had also been se­
verely damaged. W ith the loss o f  jobs, 
people began to m igrate ou t o f  the 
area. Attendance had fallen from  an 
average of 50 in 1984 to  a m ere 18 in

1987. G iving had p lum m eted  from  a 
high in the $40,000 bracket to  under 
$10,000 in  1987.

T he church and  parsonage notes 
alone were over $10,000 annually, so 
we quickly knew th a t we were in  an 
ever-growing p it o f  deb t an d  despair.

However, G od is still in  the m iracle 
business! U ndergirded by the gracious 
support o f  d istrict funds and  district 
prayer, things began to  happen  in 
H oum a, La. T he district picked up the 
church paym ent, allowing us som e 
breathing room .

W hat had been a prim e candidate 
for the church  graveyard becam e in ­
stead a sym bol o f  o u r Resurrected 
Lord. By G od’s grace, H o u m a’s S un­
day School a ttendance increased by 
56%, m orn ing  w orship by 78%, and 
giving by 45% in 1987-88. Two o f  our 
bus kids were also added to  the family 
o f  G od as they knelt and  received 
C hrist as the ir Savior. O n top  o f  all

PROVIDED BY STEWARDSHIP SERVICES

that, the church was able to  pay all o f 
its budgets in  full for the first tim e. 
Praise the Lord!

How did  it happen? It happened 
through the grace o f  G od and  the gra­
cious giving o f  H is people. Through 
the sacrifice o f  others, G od was able 
to  resurrect the C hurch o f  the N aza­
rene in  H oum a, La.

W hile a t seminary, I never fully re­
alized the im portance o f  paid  budgets. 
Being a recipient o f  those funds, I can 
now tell you o f  the ir im portance. It 
m eans churches getting a second 
chance, it m eans food on the table 
an d  clothes for an ever-growing 
15-m onth-old  boy. It m eans, instead 
o f  having a  concrete exam ple o f fail­
ure on Sunday m orning, having a 
church opened praising G od and  w it­
nessing H is love. Are budgets w orth­
while? Because you gave . . .  H oum a 
C hurch o f  the N azarene is alive . . .  
and  can grow . . .  so th a t we m ight 
give. H

BY ERNIE L. ARNOLD
Pastor o f  the Houma, Louisiana, Church 
o f the Nazarene.
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The “happiest days o f  m y m in istry” w ould have been 
my description o f m y experience as a full-tim e 
evangelist in the C hurch  o f the N azarene w hen I re­
ceived a phone call in 1969. T he call cam e to  Harvey, 111., 

where I was holding revival services, and  it was from  the 
then sem inary president, Dr. W illiam  G reathouse. He 
asked if I would consider com ing to  N azarene Theological 
Sem inary to  teach evangelism.

T hough I had never desired to  teach, I sensed an  im m e­
diate assurance th a t this was G o d ’s will. Further, I was con­
vinced I should com e to  equip  others to  evangelize. I had 
been living in the tru th  o f  Ephesians 4:11-12, th a t G od 
“gave som e . . .  to  be evangelists, and  som e to  be pastors 
and  teachers, to prepare G od’s people for works o f  service, 
so tha t the body o f  C hrist m ay be bu ilt u p ” (NIV, italics 
mine). An evangelist preparing o thers to  evangelize! I had 
com e to  believe in the im portance o f  evangelism so 
strongly th a t I m ust spread it by train ing  o thers to  do it. 
They could go to  places where I cou ldn’t go.

C urrently  I teach 11 different classes on evangelism —  
classes like:

Evangelism in the Local C hurch
Evangelistic Preaching
Personal Evangelism
T he E quipping o f  Personal Evangelists
New Testam ent Evangelism
Evangelism T hrough Small G roups
Full-tim e Evangelism

In all o f  these classes I endeavor to  teach by lecture, bu t 
also by showing the student how. T he studen t is taken out 
in to  actual field experiences where he sees evangelism hap­
pen.

R ecently Nazarene Sem inary hosted the nationw ide con­
ference o f  the A cadem y for Evangelism in Theological Ed­
ucation. M ichael Green, au th o r o f  Evangelism  in the Early  
Church, gave the m ajor address. This Englishm an and 
evangelism au thority  now teaches evangelism at Regent 
College in C anada. The m ajor th rust o f his message to 
us was th a t if  you really w ant to  teach evangelism  to 
students, you m ust take them  w ith you and show 
them  how.

Regularly I take students w ith m e on calls 
in hom es where we present the gospel and 
actually see people pray to  receive Christ 
before ou r eyes. O thers lead these calls as 
well. This sum m er I took  a studen t with 
m e for a week o f revival em phasis. S tu­
dents are with me on follow-up o f  new 
converts, evangelistic Bible studies, and 
discipleship groups. They learn m ethods, 
they understand  how people respond to 
the gospel, they experience the power of 
G od, and  in many, a burn ing  heart is k in­
dled to  yearn for the lost.

C urrently  N TS is com pleting a self- 
study to  determ ine its effectiveness. As 
part o f tha t we have polled over 700 
people— recent graduates, the d istrict su­
perin tendents o f these grads, and  their 
laypeople. It is evident NTS is really m ak­
ing a difference. O ne grad w rote o f his 
sem inary experience, “I m atured  as a m an

and  cem ented  m y calling from  G od.” A no ther wrote. “ I 
cam e to  N TS very discouraged abou t the m in istry— N TS 
rekindled m y willingness to  en ter the m inistry  again. The 
faculty is the best, academ ically an d  in the ir concern  for 
the students.” O ne laym an responded, “This g raduate is 
doing a very good jo b  as pastor o f  o u r church. H e is well 
trained  and  we feel he loves the people. We w ant h im  to 
stay a long tim e.” A district superin tenden t said, “N TS has 
given the church a strong preacher and  leader in th is m an.” 
A graduate eloquently  p u t it,

Words cannot express m y  feelings fo r  N T S  a n d  the  
debt o f  gratitude I  owe the m en there— m en whose qual­
ity  o f  spirit d id  as m uch fo r  m e  as the books; m en who 
lived the truth as well as la id  bare the text; who de­
m anded  excellence— even o f  themselves; a n d  who suc­
ceeded in lifting m y  vision o f  Jesus a n d  o f  m in istry  out o f  
love. I  th a n k  G od for N TS.
I am  convinced th a t N TS train ing is m aking a difference 

in m any ways— including evangelism. I th ink  o f  Lenny 
and  Fred and  Ron, all graduates since I have been teaching 
here, and  all active in revival preaching. Last sem ester Rob 
and  K evin and  Bernie and  Alex sat w ith o thers in the class 
for full-tim e evangelists. I am  certain  they will all be full­
tim e evangelists for the C hurch  o f  the N azarene soon.

I w orked hard  w ith M ike. He evidenced evangelistic 
gifts. H e becam e an  evangelism pastor and is now  senior 
pastor in a strong West C oast church. 1 taugh t D ean in 
day tim e classes, b u t taugh t Cheryl, his wife-to-be, in eve­
ning personal evangelism  classes. Now this m in ister hus­
b and  and wife m ake a strong team  seeing new break­
throughs in  inner-city m inistry  in the M idwest. A few days 
ago I sat beside C hris in an  eastern city. H is wife has a job.

Why I'm Teaching
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and Chris is com m itted  to  p lan t a church on  his district 
with no pay. This is the Chris w ho bloom ed so beautifully 
in personal evangelism class.

Young Sam and his family found Jesus as Savior in a 
Pennsylvania revival 1 held several years ago. How thrilled 
I was to have him  as a sem inary  studen t in three evan­
gelism classes in later years. How rew arding to  have con­
verts from the church he serves as evangelism pastor ea­
gerly take in an evangelism sem inar at a cam p m eeting 1 
preached in this past sum m er.

Our on-the-job concept o f  train ing  m ean t th a t D on led 
an evangelism call with R obert and  Paula observing. Today 
the Mike and Janet who were saved as a result o f  tha t call 
are members o f K ansas City First C hurch; R obert is pas- 
toring one of the fastest-growing churches on his western 
U.S. district; and D on and Paula are husband  and  wife m is­
sionaries for the church in Africa.

I’m dreaming o f G od doing special things through our 
School of World M ission and Evangelism at NTS. 1 see re­
search discovering facts to  inform  o u r evangelists and 
books written to raise o u r concept o f  evangelism. I envi­
sion the developm ent o f new m ethodologies enabling  us to 
reach more with the gospel. 1 see a great prayer center in­
terceding for spiritual m ovem ents to  save the lost o f  the 
world. 1 dream of broken hearts an d  burn ing  hearts tha t 
will send us “All O ut for Souls.”

Recently a sharp insurance com pany executive told me 
of his plans to pull up stakes from  hom e and  career to  ac­
cept the adventure o f N azarene Theological Sem inary edu­
cation. 1 look for leadership-potential people to  com e from 
north and south and east and  west to  train  at N TS to  be­
come channels to  im pact a world for the Savior.

No longer can I preach 45 revivals a year since leaving 
the field o f  itineran t evangelism. But in over 18 years o f 
teaching, I have poured m y evangelism concern in to  over 
1,500 m en and w om en. They already are reaching m ore 
people in m ore churches and  mission fields in m ore coun ­
tries than  I could possibly reach. I've left itineran t evan­
gelism, bu t I’ve not left evangelism. As a m atte r o f fact. I’ve 
m ultiplied evangelism. T h a t’s why I'm  teaching at NTS.

BY CHARLES “CHIC” SHAVER
Professor o f  Evangelism at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

ndrew
A ndrew  said, "There is a lad here' 
who has f ive  barley loaves and tw o  fish."

John 6:9
There's this lad: ten years, 
twelve, fifteen— what's it matter?
Youngest, oldest, middle son—  
who knows?
Dark-skinned or light?
Again, this is not significant.
So what linked Andrew to this brown-bag boy?

Was it the lunch?
The five crackers and two bits of brined fish 
that gripped his fancy?
No. Andrew’s no beggar, con, or mooch.

So why spend time with the paper bag kid?
Intellectually, it's nothing but tree forts
and slingshots. Emotionally, it's right
out of Pop Lang's little orphan alley,
though this boy's got a nutrition-conscious Mom.
And evangelistically, this is a pint-size catch
for a whole day's fishing.

So why befriend this Huckleberry  
over other friendly Finns?
Was it style? Whim?
Did God tell him?
Just what caught Andrew's heart?

I can't figure it, except maybe 
Andrew had learned not to write off 
anyone, since Jesus hadn't 
written him off.

— M A R K  R . L I T T L E T O N
C olum bia , M a ry la n d
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MONUMENTS ON
ROOFTOPS

onum ents have always been a m eans o f  pre­
serving a nation ’s history. The m em ories o f  veter­
ans o f  world wars have been etched in stone sta t­

ues in countless lands. Explorations o f  pioneers are noted 
by historical m arkers th roughout the countryside. Buildings 
in which significant events transpired  or significant persons 
lived stand as silent witnesses to  the history tha t took  place 
w ithin the ir walls.

M onum ents also have a significant role in m arking spiri­
tually historic events. The nation  o f  Israel understood  well 
the im portance o f m onum ents to  the rem em brance o f  sig­
nificant activities o f  G od in her midst. The Israelites d id n ’t 
call them  m onum ents as such. T he locations were know n 
as altars. But the significance was still the same. W henever 
a m eaningful d iv ine /hum an  encoun ter took  place, the peo­
ple built an altar, sacrificed, and  w orshiped God. Yet, when 
the worship had finished the altar was not destroyed, but 
was left as a m onum en t for future generations. W henever a 
family w ould jou rney  by the altar, the fathers w ould re­
coun t for their children the mighty action o f  G od on their 
behalf. H istorically vivid m onum ents stood at the Jordan 
River, Bethel, M ount Carm el, and  Shechem , to  nam e only 
a few.

Spiritual m onum ents are not only for ancien t history 
but for today as well. I shall never forget the day in 1986, 
in a Plaza coffee shop, w hen my dad told m e o f  one o f  the 
m onum ents in m y spiritual history. I had ju s t m oved to 
K ansas City to  begin teaching at N azarene Theological 
Seminary. My father and  m other cam e w ithin the first few 
weeks o f  o u r arrival to  help us move in. I had know n that 
my dad had attended  N TS in the early years o f  her history, 
b u t I had never heard  the stories o f  his experiences there.

Dad was a m ilitary chaplain. He had com m itted  the m a­
jo r  years o f  his m inistry  to  the service o f his G od an d  his 
country. T hat day D ad shared with m e his call to  his spe­
cific ministry. It was ju st as if  we had re tu rned  to  one o f 
those significant altars in the Judean hills and  a father was 
recounting for his son the m ighty acts o f  God.

D ad’s story took  us back to  a hot, muggy sum m er after­
noon in K ansas City during the height o f  the K orean C on­
flict. D ad was w orking with a group o f  sem inarians re­
roofing an  old house (sem inarians are som e o f  the m ost 
resourceful w orkers I know!). D uring the lunch break a 
friend cam e by an d  relayed som e news abou t a chaplain 
who had been killed during  the conflict.

W ith tears in his eyes, D ad recalled how G od  had spo­
ken clearly to  him  th a t he was the one w ho was to  take 
tha t fallen chap la in ’s place. The message w asn’t one o f 
those scripted telegram s in the clouds, o r a thundering  rev­
elation accom panied by lightning, bu t it was real n o n eth e­
less. It was a defin itive call to  en ter the chaplaincy and  give 
a life o f  m inistry  to  the m en, w om en, and  children  o f  the 
A rm ed Forces.

T hen  D ad proceeded to  recount the leadership an d  bless­
ing o f G od upon his life and  ou r family th rough years o f 
m oving from m ilitary post to  post, from school to  school, 
and  from  church to  church. It was a testim ony o f  G o d ’s 
am azing providence tow ard us. D ad could  never speak in 
term s o f  h u m an  obedience w ithout hum bly  acknow ledging 
the ab u n d an t grace o f G od on o u r behalf.

D ad died last sum m er. I m iss him  and  his optim istic, vi­
b ran t spirit. But a part o f  m y father lives on in a spiritual 
m on u m en t on a rooftop in the m idtow n district o f  K ansas 
City. I canno t drive by a hom e in th a t region w here som e­
one is on the roo f w ithou t th ink ing  abou t G o d ’s call to 
Dad, his response o f  obedience, and  the providential grace 
o f  G o d ’s leadership th roughou t the past, present, and  fu­
ture o f  o u r fam ily’s life.

I can only w onder how m any  tim es, over the four dec­
ades o f  the history o f  N azarene Theological Seminary, this 
scene has been repeated. I can only w onder how m any 
sim ilar spiritual m o n u m en ts  are scattered a ro u n d  the 
greater K ansas City area w here G od has called young m en 
and w om en in to  significant m inistries and  they have re­
sponded in faithful obedience. I can only w onder how 
m any sons and  daughters, grandchildren , o r o ther family 
m em bers like m e have a sim ilar m o n u m en t to  w hich they 
can point. Perhaps it is a sem inary  chapel, a classroom , a 
local church altar, an  ap a rtm en t building, a m ission d in ing 
room , a rooftop, a bank  teller’s window, o r a school bus 
driver’s seat. T he places really a ren 't as im p o rtan t as the 
significance o f  the events th a t happened  there. I m ay never 
know ju s t how m any o f  these m o n u m en ts  exist, b u t I am  
confiden t they are there. H

BY ED ROBINSON
Assistant pro fessor o f  religious education and director o f  the 
master o f  religious education o f  Nazarene Theological Sem i­
nary.
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/
have seen them. I sat w ith one o f 
them at breakfast and  listened to  
his hopes that a way could  be 

found for m inistering to  forgotten 
people in the inner city o f  Fort Worth, 
Tex. Another one professionally and 
sensitively made her rounds in  the 
metropolitan hospital in w hich she is 
a chaplain. Two others excitedly took  
me from room to room  through  a 
church in a blighted urban  center, 
showing me how the space is being 
used for various aspects o f  a com pre­
hensive ministry to  dispossessed peo­
ple. Another one carefully explained 
to me the elaborate tu toria l program  
his urban mission center provides for 
children and adults on a regular basis. 
Who are they? G raduates o f  N azarene 
Theological Seminary. They are highly 
talented and hold degrees th a t qualify 
them for assignments tha t m any 
would consider to  be m ore glam orous. 
They are possessed o f a sim ple desire 
to bear witness to  C hrist in the “u n ­
derbelly” of American society.

I  have seen them. I w atched one 
lead his growing congregation in w or­
ship, marveled at his m atu rity  an d  the 
manner in which he was converting 
his education into ministry. A nother 
one knelt at an altar o f  prayer and  
asked God to  search him  an d  prepare 
his spirit for the task th a t lay ahead.
As a new Ph.D., he was abou t to  em ­
bark on a teaching career in theology 
at a Nazarene college. Yet an o th er one 
stood before me, his paratrooper 
jump-boots shined to  a glaze, red be­
ret in hand, and joyously to ld  o f  how 
he as an army chaplain had been able 
to help provide food for people in  a 
Central American country. Still a n ­
other one— a young district 
superintendent— spoke long in to  the 
night about his desire for renewal in 
the church, and o f  the fundam ental 
importance of integrity as the basis for 
clergy leadership. I rode w ith one from  
town to town through a C entral 
American country as he counseled 
pastors, laid plans for establishing new 
churches, analyzed the roots o f  pov­
erty, and did the norm al w ork o f  a 
missionary. Who are they? G raduates 
of Nazarene Theological Seminary.
They are educated in  the best form s o f 
theological education. A nd they view 
the education provided them  by the 
Church of the Nazarene as a vehicle 
for service. R ather than  grasping for 
advantage and security, they w ant to

BY AL TRUESDALE
Professor o f  philosophy o f  religion and  
Christian ethics, and academic dean at 
Nazarene Theological Sem inary in Kan­
sas City, Missouri.

invest them selves in ministry, in  re­
dem ption , in reconciliation.

I  have seen them. They are assembly 
line workers, doctors, clerks, hom e­
m akers, school teachers, and  farmers.
I have spoken w ith them  abou t their 
love o f  life, abou t the ir families, their 
love for Christ. W ho are they?  Lay 
people in  the C hurch  o f  the Nazarene 
w ho give liberally to  m ake N azarene 
higher education  possible. They are 
people o f  faith, people w ho have con­
fidence th a t the church will fulfill the 
trust they have placed in it.

I  have seen them. They com m it 
them selves to  long years o f  education; 
they teach, they write, they raise fam i­
lies. Observe them  an d  you will see 
them  jok ing  w ith one another, coun ­
seling students, praying w ith and  for 
one another. Or, you m ay find  them  
con tribu ting  to  professional theologi­
cal societies an d  journals, w riting for 
church  periodicals, train ing  youth

m inisters in workshops, an d  serving 
on denom inational boards and  com ­
missions. W ho are they? The p ro­
fessors o f  N azarene Theological Sem i­
nary.

I  have seen them. They are a great 
host o f  people com m itted  to  a  Christ 
w ho prom ises simply, “If  the Son shall 
m ake you free, you shall be free in ­
deed,” and  who believe th a t G od is 
now through C hrist reconciling the 
world to  himself. W ho are they? N aza­
renes from  m any nations, m any races, 
and  m any walks o f  life. They act to ­
gether in  m any ways— N TS being one 
o f  them — to  proclaim  th a t to  all those 
who will receive H im , C hrist will give 
au thority  to  becom e sons and  daugh­
ters o f  the Living G od. H
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From Manager 
of Manufacturing to 

NTS Student
“At first the call was vague, but after a great deal o f  prayer, 

the call became strong and crystal clear. ”

I was the m anager o f m an u ­
facturing for Pall Trinity M icro 
C orporation  located in central 

New York. This corporation  was a 
subsidiary to Pall C orporation, a 
world leader in the design and m an u ­
facture o f filtration equipm ent. D ur­
ing my seven years with PTM  I held 
m anagerial and adm inistrative respon­
sibilities in m ost facets o f the com ­
pany’s business, including production 
planning, inventory control, sales fore­
casting, long-range corporate planning, 
interim  plant m anagem ent responsi­
bilities o f our Puerto Rico operation, 
and finally overall m anagem ent responsibility for the m an­
ufacture o f the Pressure Vessel Division.

I was responsible for profit m anagem ent, budgets, union 
factory workers, office personnel, facilities, and equipm ent. 
My salary and benefits were supplem ented with profit- 
sharing privileges and an excellent executive bonus plan 
tha t provided a share in the corporate profits. My growth 
potential with this com pany was unlim ited. I had been 
prom ised by the president o f the com pany tha t 1 would be 
m ade vice president w ithin one year. It was then, in the fall 
o f  1985, at the peak o f my career, that I began to  hear 
G od’s voice.

At first the call was vague, but after a great deal o f 
prayer, the call becam e strong and crystal clear. W ithout a 
doubt the Lord was calling me to  preach the gospel o f 
Jesus Christ. My heart burned  with the desire to  take up 
this call, and I w anted to preach now, w ithout delay, even 
w ithout preparation, for my desire had b linded m e to  my 
drastic need to  prepare to  serve Him.

My wife, Beverly, was not so certain  abou t the voice I 
had claim ed to  hear. At first I told her 1 was not sure tha t I 
had heard G od correctly. However, over a period o f three 
o r four m onths, the assurance that I was hearing H im  cor­
rectly was growing. But Bev thought 1 was surely m istaken. 
We had lived in our new hom e for only 3 years (after tak­
ing nearly 3 years to build it). We had talked abou t my 
com ing p rom otion  to a com pany vice president and how, 
after 17 years o f struggling to  m ake ends meet, we were fi­

nally com ing to  a place o f  financial 
security. We had talked about Jennifer, 
ou r oldest daughter, who w ould be en ­
tering her senior year in high school, 
and then o ff to  college. All o f these 
things were achievem ents tha t m ight 
be expected o f  a person at ou r stage in 
life. But a new life, a call to  abandon  
the security tha t we had w orked for. 
sounded  to  m y wife a great deal like 
mid-life crisis.

Bev was not tied to  the position of 
security to  which, by G o d ’s grace, we 
had attained , bu t she w anted to  be 
sure. Is th is call genuine, o r has my 

husband m ade a mistake? She said, “ I w ant to  do  G o d ’s 
will. If th a t is w hat He wants, OK, but I w ant a sign. I w ant 
to  know for sure.”

In D ecem ber ou r church held revival meetings. It was at 
those m eetings that G od provided the sign. O n the second 
night the Lord directed me to  an altar o f  prayer. It was 
there tha t all doub ts were erased from my m ind. T here was 
a witness o f  the Spirit tha t gave m e full assurance tha t G od 
was calling m e to  preach. My wife smiled, bu t it seem ed as 
if I could hear her thoughts: “T h a t’s nice, bu t where is my 
sign?” W ho could blam e her? A d ram atic  change was 
abou t to  take place in ou r lives, and  she still h ad n ’t heard 
from God. She was willing, bu t she w anted to  be sure tha t I 
had correctly discerned G od’s voice.

My au n t had been attending  the revival services that 
week also. She was a m em ber o f the CM A but often visited 
our services. She loves the Lord and takes advantage o f any 
opportun ity  to  grow closer to  H im . At the close o f  the 
third night o f revival, she approached me, looking serious. 
She cam e right out w ith it: “ Howie, abou t a m onth  ago I 
was praying with a deep burden on m y heart for you. I 
have w anted to  share with you som eth ing  the Lord told me 
that night, but I was afraid to  tell you for fear that I would 
confuse you. But I m ust tell you now. As I prayed G od 
very clearly said to me, ‘D o n ’t worry abou t Howie; he is 
going to  be a pastor.’ You d o n ’t have a call, do  you?” At 
tha t m om ent tears o f joy  flooded dow n m y face, to  th ink  
that G od cared enough for m e and my wife to provide the
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sign that she was seeking. My wife had asked the Lord for 
this sign at abou t the sam e tim e th a t m y au n t had heard 
God's voice. My wife was now willing and  ready  to  take up 
this call as her very own.

God’s voice had been clear to  this point, bu t suddenly 
things got quiet. “W here to  from  here, Lord?” Yet His 
voice seemed to  be still. My passion to  pastor a church was 
overwhelming. I sought help from  m y pastor, form er pas­
tors, our district superin tendent, and others. T he advice 
was diverse. I becam e som ew hat confused, b u t m y desire to 
pastor a church now  inclined m e tow ard taking the Course 
of Study while pastoring a small church. T hen  suddenly it 
was my wife who seem ed to  be hearing from the Lord. She 
told me that she felt very strongly th a t G o d ’s p lan  for our 
lives was preparation  for m inistry  at seminary. Oh, how I 
didn’t want to  hear this! A nd then  m y pastor, D avid 
Speicher, began to  encourage m e tow ard seminary. A nd 
our district superin tendent, G eorge Teague, to ld  me o f  the 
value of a sem inary education . But there was no assurance, 
no witness o f the Spirit. W hat was G o d ’s will in all o f this? 
0  Lord, can’t I take a church now? T hat was m y cry! But 
Beverly held on. “1 ju st feel tha t sem inary is where G od 
wants you.” So to  ou r sem inary we went. My wife had dis­
cerned G od’s will too  m any tim es before for m e to  ignore 
her advice now.

There was never really an op tion  regarding w hat sem i­
nary 1 would attend. I had been a N azarene ever since I 
had known the Lord. Surely, N TS was the place for me. We 
began to m ake plans to  a ttend  in the fall o f  1986. It was 
then that reality began to  sink in. We had a house to  sell. 
Our savings were all tied up in ou r new hom e. We were 
cash poor. My daughter would be a ttending  college w ithin 
a year and a half. We had the expenses o f  m oving from  
Syracuse, N.Y.. to  K ansas City. How would all o f  this hap­
pen?

God has worked m iracles in ou r lives. We determ ined  in 
our hearts that w hat m ost people call the realities o f life are 
tremendous opportun ities to  experience G o d ’s power. We 
found in Kansas City com fortable housing, a C hristian 
school for our two daughters, a teaching position for my 
wife, a loving and growing local church in w hich to  serve, 
and so much more. G od has been faithful.

1 am a senior now and  will g raduate th is May. My oldest 
daughter, Jennifer (who willingly and  with a good spirit 
moved just before her senior year in high school), is a 
sophomore at Eastern N azarene College. My youngest 
daughter, Stacia, is a freshm an in high school. She is ex­
tremely happy in K ansas City, an d  although there was ap ­
prehension when we m oved here, she now  w ould like to  
stay. And my wife was right: This was G od 's will for our 
lives. I thought 1 was too  old to  take three years for sem i­
nary: after all, when I graduate, I will be nearly 43. But 
now I see that I was badly m istaken. If I w ould have been 
53, or even 63, sem inary w ould have been the right way for 
me.

I was not prepared to  take a church three years ago. It 
would have been a big m istake for m e to  prepare in any 
other way. I know th a t there are o the r viable tracks into 
ministry, but for m e N azarene Theological Sem inary was 
best. I can’t begin to  tell o f  the way N TS has changed my 
life. I had no form al Bible o r theological training. My de­
gree had been in engineering. T h a t was a concern at first. 
How would I com pete w ith so m any biblical studies m a­

jors? A nd it had been so long since I had been in college! 
But the Lord has helped me trem endously  in m y studies.

T hat's not the whole story. A cadem ic growth was im por­
tant, bu t the Lord has helped m e also in the practical areas 
o f  ministry. I am  learning how to share my faith in a way 
tha t I had only dream ed o f  before. I am  beginning to  see 
how evangelism is to  be a part o f  m y everyday life as a lay­
m an, and certainly as a minister. I am  a m em ber o f a 
growing church th a t has given m e m any opportun ities to 
take part in m inistry now. Yes, m y sem inary experience has 
benefited m e even in the area o f  practical, hands-on m inis­
try.

I a ttended  our district assembly ju st before m oving to 
K ansas City. I was sharing with a pastor there abou t my 
plans to  attend  NTS. In jest, he kidded, “T h a t’s too bad. I 
d o n ’t th ink  I know  anyone there tha t is still saved.” I knew 
th a t was no t 100 percent serious. Yet I w ondered. How 
w ould I do spiritually at sem inary? W ould academ ia stun t 
m y spiritual growth? I adm it th a t there are inheren t dan ­
gers in an  academ ic experience. N TS is not exem pt from 
these kinds o f  dangers. But I m ust testify th a t m y experi­
ence a t N TS has been a good one spiritually. I have experi­
enced greater spiritual growth while attending  N TS than  at 
any o ther tim e in m y life. My devotional life has never 
been better. My strength to  witness for C hrist has never 
been better. My faith has never been as great. G od’s sanc­
tifying presence in m y life has never been so real. G od has 
used m any dedicated and  godly professors to  help m e u n ­
derstand m ore o f who G od is, and  to  get a glim pse o f  His 
w onderful love.

My desire to  pastor a people has not subsided. My hope 
has been these three years tha t G od would prepare me. 
while at the sam e tim e He would prepare the people to 
w hom  He will send me. G od gave m e a prom ise when I 
left New York to  begin my sem inary education. I like the 
way the Living Bible pu ts it. “H ope deferred m akes the 
heart sick; bu t w hen dream s com e true  at last, there is life 
and  jo y ” (Proverbs 13:12). H

BY HOWIE SHUTE
Student at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Beyond orgiven
O, most g ra cio u s  Lord,
w hen life is sm othering me
and I  feel as i f  I  am losing
by a llo w in g  past fa ilu re s
to haunt and paralyze me;
w hen fear is in  control
and I  am w o n d e rin g  if
I  even dare seek Your presence;
keep me ever mindful, Lord,
that You— in all Your om nipotence—
not on ly  forgive,
but understand.

— M A R C I A  L E E  K R U G H
Fremont, Ohio
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GOD 
NEVER 
QUITS

LOVING
C. Ryder Smith once said, “The Old 
Testament tells us God loves us; the 
New Testament tells us how much.”

H
ow m uch G od loves us is overwhelm ing. Paul 
takes our breath with his rhapsody o f love. For 
sheer beauty, R om ans 8:31-39 rem ains un ­
paralleled. N either a poem  nor a hym n, the passage has a 

rhetorical beauty that leaves us speechless. W ith u n ­
m istakable clarity, Paul declares to  the R om ans (and to  us!) 
that G od will never stop loving them .

G o d ’s love (agape) is not an em otional love tha t com es 
and goes. Agape  is unconditional; there are no strings a t­
tached. O ne need not, indeed cannot, be w orthy o f G o d ’s 
love. No one can earn or increase G o d ’s love. We canno t 
lose G od’s love; it is forever. N othing can separate us from 
the love o f G od (R om ans 8:39). G od will never stop loving 
us.

“W hat then shall we say to  these things?" (R om ans 
8:31), Paul asks rhetorically. “These things” include a world 
that “groans and suffers" (v. 22), persons who “groan 
w ith in” them selves (v. 23), and  the Spirit’s intercession 
“with groanings too  deep for w ords” (v. 26). Paul is keenly 
aware o f  “the present sufferings” (v. 18) and tha t G od is 
w orking in “all things” for o u r good (v. 28). W hat Paul says 
to  “these things” is powerful: Regardless o f  the circum ­
stances, G od will never stop loving us. G o d ’s love is 
present in storm y adversity ju s t as m uch as it is in glowing 
success.

Paul poses ano ther rhetorical question: “ If G od is for us, 
who is against us?” (v. 31). This question  is not hypothet­
ical; it does not include the possibility tha t G od m ay not 
be “for us.” The question does m ore than  m erely prepare 
the reader for w hat is to  follow. It places the whole message 
o f  R om ans 5— 8 under debate. A lready in 5:5 Paul had de­
clared tha t “the love o f G od has been poured ou t w ithin 
our hearts.” G od loved us while we were hostile an d  m or­
ally im poten t— “while we were yet sinners” (v. 8) W ith 
John, Paul could say, “We love, because He first loved us” 
(1 John  4:19).

Agape  is defined, not as an em otion, but as “G od for us” 
(R om ans 8:31). This G od is the one who will “freely give 
us all things” (v. 32). Pain, suffering, and sorrow  are not 
real challenges to  G od 's undying love. We m ust not associ­
ate G od’s love and blessings w ith “good tim es.” G od is 
w orking for ou r good and  is “ for us” even w hen ou r world 
is tu rned  upside down. If we can grasp that tru th , we can 
be super-conquerors “through G od who never stops loving 
us” (v. 37).

“W ho will bring a charge against G od 's elect?” (8:33).

and “W ho is the one w ho condem ns?" (v. 34) are the sam e 
question. C ertainly G od will neither condem n no r bring 
charges because “G od is for us.” Now Paul raises ano ther 
rhetorical question: “W ho [what] shall separate us from  the 
love o f  C hrist?” (v. 35). W axing eloquent, Paul asks, “Shall 
tribulation , o r distress, o r persecution, or fam ine, o r n a ­
kedness, o r peril, o r sword?” (v. 35). C an circum stances 
ever becom e so bad th a t G od quits loving us? C ertainly 
there have been tim es o f  trouble w hen m ost o f  us have 
w ondered w hether G od still loved us!

A rhetorical question  im plies its answer. No, none o f 
“these things” can separate us from  G o d ’s love. W hat is 
more, “ in all these things” we are m ore than  conquerors. 
G od is w ith us and loves us in fam ine, nakedness, an d  per­
secution. The love o f  G od does no t exem pt us from  the d i­
sasters on life’s pathway, bu t adversity does no t m ean G od 
has qu it loving us. In fact, when troubles m ake it im pos­
sible for us to  know  how to pray, "the Spirit H im self in te r­
cedes for us with groanings too  deep for w ords" (8:26).
Love does not extricate us from  o u r problem s, bu t G o d ’s 
love does m ake us super-conquerors “in all these things"!

H aving grasped the m eaning  o f  G od 's tr iu m p h a n t love, 
Paul expresses h im self w ith the language o f  faith. There is a 
tim e and place for logic, but this is a tim e to  speak o f  co n ­
victions, not reasons. W ith beautiful eloquence th a t defies 
rational analysis, Paul expresses his faith in the G od who 
never stops loving us. Listen to  him: "I am  convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, no r things to  com e, nor powers, n o r height, 
nor depth, no r any o ther created thing, shall be able to  sep­
arate us from the love o f  G od, which is in C hrist Jesus o u r 
Lord” (8:38-39).

O nce I m et a m an who said he no longer loved G od be­
cause he prayed and G od did not answ er his prayers. He 
prayed and  G od did not get him  ou t o f  his troubles, m ost 
o f  which he created himself. This m arvelous passage does 
not prom ise tha t we will not qu it loving G od. It does say 
em phatically  tha t G od will no t qu it loving us. As a pastor,
I was facing tragedy in my life. W ell-m eaning parishioners 
advised, “You m ust not be angry w ith G od.” It was so 
funny, 1 actually laughed! Angry with G od? No m atte r how- 
tragic the circum stances, I know  G od has never qu it loving 
me!

G od has not answered all my prayers. For that, I have 
lived long enough to  be grateful! C louds have som etim es 
blocked the sunshine o f  life for me. But, I have discovered 
tha t G od’s love is constant. No, all th ings do no t w ork to ­
gether for good. However, the G od o f  love is “ for m e” and 
works “in all things.” Even w hen I m ust struggle on with 
the problem s, I have learned tha t "in  these things" I can be 
m ore than  a conquero r because G od never stops loving 
me!

How does one respond to  these m arvelous w ords o f 
Paul? They are too  grand to  bear analysis. O ne canno t 
prove these w ords like a philosophical syllogism. R ational 
theological certain ty  canno t be claim ed. Perhaps the best 
response is “ Hallelujah, in all these things I am  a super­
conqueror because o f the undying, undim in ished  love o f 
G od!" H
Scripture quotations in this article are from the New American Standard Bible (NASB), ©  The 
Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. Used by per­
mission.

BY JERRY McCANT
Pro fessor o f  religion o f  Point Lom u Nazarene College, San Di­
ego, California.
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AZARENE ROOTS

SOUL AFLAME: 
THE WITNESS OF 
MAYNARD JAMES

vangelism was the passion o f 
his life and The F lam e  was es­
sentially its light and its reflec­

tion. Through an ano in ted  pen as also 
by the Celtic fervency o f  advocative 
preaching, he pressed the urgency of 
Scriptural Holiness as the necessary 
preparation for the Lord's re tu rn — His 
near return, as it always was for 
him— and held aloft in the prom ise of 
that climactic event the bright shining 
light of Israel's hope and  the only an ­
swer to the world's distress and  de­
pravity. In his evangelistic ministry, he 
raised up. under G od, m ore than  
thirty churches and helped in the 
founding of m any others. T he F lam e  
was the handm aid o f  his m inistry  as 
well as the voice o f the churches u n ­
der his influence."

So observed the Rev. Peter Gentry, 
Nazarene m inister in Britain, on the 
recent passing o f M aynard G ordon 
James. At the tim e o f his death, he 
was an elder on the British Isles South 
District o f the C hurch o f  the N aza­
rene.

Maynard Jam es was born in the 
mining com m unity  o f  Bargoed, Wales, 
in 1902 and died at Birkenhead, E n­
gland, on May 21, 1988.

Converted as a boy. Jam es was re­
stored and sanctified at age 17, his pi­
ety subsequently nurtu red  in the local 
congregation of the H oliness M ission, 
a body formed in London in 1907 by 
businessman David Thom as. Jam es 
emerged as a young leader o f  the local 
church and went off to  C liff College in 
1927, where he studied under the 
sainted Samuel Chadwick. U nder 
Chadwick and his predecessors. C liff 
had established itself as a cen ter for 
the prom otion o f W eslevan-holiness 
life and doctrine am ong B ritain’s Wes­
leyan Methodists. O ne other trad ition  
was dom inant at Cliff: a com m itm en t 
to evangelism. M aynard Jam es cam e 
under the spell o f these two ideas— 
holiness and evangelism — particularly 
as they were jo ined  together by C liff’s 
Methodist Friars. As itineran t evan­
gelists. the M ethodist Friars trekked 
from place to place carrying personal

and evangelistic necessities on two- 
wheel carts.

Jam es im ported  the concept into 
the In ternational H oliness Mission. 
Starting in 1928, he spearheaded de­
velopm ent o f the H oliness Mission 
Trekkers who over the next half-dozen 
years held num erous evangelistic cam ­
paigns tha t resulted in new congrega­
tions, a fresh crop o f  m inisters, and 
the revitalization o f the IHM . O ut o f 
the trekking m ovem ent em erged Jack 
Ford, Leonard Ravenhill, and Clifford 
Filer— strong leaders in Britain's 20th 
century  holiness revival. Jam es con­
tinued to prom ote trekking am ong 
o ther m odes o f  evangelism, also hold­
ing IHM  pastorates.

IHM  founder D avid T hom as died 
in 1930. and by 1934 a rift had devel­
oped separating the church’s executive 
council lay leaders from  several key 
pastors, particularly Jam es. Ford, and 
Ravenhill. The pastors, all active in re­
vival and healing cam paigns, were 
willing to  tolerate a w ider range o f 
spiritual expression than  was the 
council. They subsequently withdrew, 
establishing the Calvary Holiness 
C hurch later tha t year to  conserve 
their converts. Jam es began publishing 
The F lam e  in 1935 and the following 
year it was adopted  as the Calvary 
Holiness C hurch’s official paper. By 
1941, it had reached a circulation of
25,000 copies.

O ther m ilestones followed. In 1937, 
Clifford Filer headed a group o f  m is­
sionaries that opened w ork in Col

om bia. A second field later opened in 
Pakistan. A nother key event was the 
founding of Beech Lawn Bible College 
at U pperm ill in 1948. later moved to 
Stalybridge near M anchester.

A reconciliation o f spirit betw een 
the Calvary Holiness C hurch and the 
IHM  was effected by 1946, bu t talk of 
m erger did not bear fruit for ano ther 
decade, and then it was under the 
banner o f the C hurch o f the N azarene 
with which the IHM  united in 1952. 
Three years later, on June 11. 1955. 
the Calvary Holiness C hurch under 
the leadership o f M aynard Jam es and 
Jack Ford united as well, bringing 22 
congregations and alm ost 600 m em ­
bers in England and Wales.

At this point, Jam es m ade The 
F lam e  an independent paper open to ­
ward all who were com m itted  to the 
W eslevan-holiness view' o f sanctifica­
tion. Essentially it was a journal o f 
“the higher C hristian life." N ot only 
N azarenes bu t also Wesleyan M eth­
odist and Pentecostal H oliness leaders 
paid tribu te to  M aynard Jam es upon 
his dea th— reflections o f the ecum enic 
nature o f his evangelical spirit. H

STAN INGERSOL 
D enom inational Archivist

Sources: Calvary Holiness Church Collection; Jack Ford. In 
the Steps of John Wesley; "Cliff College" and "Samuel 
Chadwick” in The Encyclopedia o f World Methodism; The 
Flame, various issues in passim, esp. (Sept.-Oct. 1988)



CHARGE 
TO KEEP

Growing governm ental awareness o f  the im portance 
o f o u r natural resources brought to  b irth  the Envi­
ronm ental P rotection  Agency on D ecem ber 2,

1970. The EPA provided a governm ental um brella for p re­
vious program s and  m ade possible an integrated, coordi­
nated attack on pollution and other environm ental ills.

T he EPA currently  concerns itself w ith w ater control, air 
pollution, solid wastes, pesticides, radiation, and  issues a f­
fecting the productivity  and  pleasurable harm ony  o f o u r re­
lationship with o u r environm ent. Different, yet so similar, 
is the role o f  the m odern  church.

The church began with a charge for helping hum an  be­
ings becom e whole persons by overcom ing contrary  exter­
nal forces. Jesus established the First-C entury C hurch as a 
m inistry to  bring hope to the poor, to  find  freedom  for

BY WAYNE M. WARNER
An ordained minister in the Church o f  God, Anderson, Indi­
ana, and pastor o f  their church in Three Rivers, Michigan.

prisoners, to  find  sight for the sightless, and  to  bring 
v release for the enslaved (Luke 4:18-21).
Paul understood  this m inistry  and  he reveled in discover­

ing G od’s influences on the causes, effects, and  contro ls o f 
hum an ity ’s internal-external environm ent. W hen he per­
sonally experienced the inner presence o f Jesus, he discov­
ered tha t G od was not m erely a prom ise. He was a pow er­
ful and personal presence. Consequently, Paul becam e 
actively engaged in the rapid expansion o f  the church, 
which he saw as setting and  enhancing  the spiritual s tan ­
dards produced by the indwelling Christ.

As the growing church in teracted  w ith its su rround ing  
culture, people were rescued from  the po llu tion  o f  the cu l­
ture. Seeing this, Paul found him self giving thanks for his 
fellow believers, whose lives were transform ed by the pres­
ence o f  C hrist w ithin. M oreover, Paul was challenged to  
pray for these believers w hom  he saw as “G o d ’s w orkm an­
ship, created . . .  to  do good works, w hich G od prepared in 
advance” for them  to do (Ephesians 2:10, NIV). Paul real­
ized tha t G od in tended  for all believers to  spend the ir lives 
helping each o ther to  wholeness, in ternally  and  externally, 
through Jesus Christ.

Sadly, m uch o f  the church today seem s to  have been 
captured by the “consum er m entality" o f  m iddle-class 
Am erica. We are captivated  by o u r wants, obsessed with 
having o u r needs m et. At the sam e tim e, we are repelled by 
responsibility, giving, and  serving. How  long will it take us 
to  rediscover w hat Paul found true, th a t “ It is G od h im self 
who has m ade us w hat we are and  given us new lives from 
C hrist Jesus; and  long ages ago he p lanned  tha t we should 
spend these lives in helping o thers” (Ephesians, 2:10, TLB)?

The church will never be renewed until it reaffirm s its 
original charge, as conveyed by Christ, in terpreted  by Paul, 
and reaffirm ed by C harles Wesley:

A charge to keep I  have,
A God to glorify;

A never-dying soul to save,
And f i t  it fo r the sky.

To serve the present age,
M y calling to fu lfill;

Oh, may it all my pow’rs engage 
To do my M aster’s will!

The m inistry  o f  the church has no t changed since Jesus 
was here in the flesh. T he fulfilling o f  th a t m inistry  canno t 
be confined to  w hat happens w ith in  the four walls o f 
church buildings. C hrist’s charge can only be fulfilled as 
believers com m it them selves to  love, to  lift, and  to  laugh—  
and cry— with the m asses in the m arketplace. H
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Calgary has experienced w hat 
was probably the m ost ex­
citing event in its history, the 
1988 W inter Olympics. T he O lym pic 

flame was flown from  G reece to  St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, 88 days prior 
to the opening o f the games. T hen, by 
runners, snowmobiles, planes, and 
even wheelchairs, it was carried across 
Canada by a circuitous route th rough 
the major population  areas. A lto­
gether, about 18,000 kilom eters were 
covered in what has been te rm ed  the 
longest torch relay in history. Partici­
pating in the run were people o f  all 
ages, even one m an over 100. T he last 
few yards were covered by a 12-year- 
old girl athlete who touched  o ff the 
huge cauldron in M cM ahon S tadium  
where the opening and closing cere­
monies were held. T he event was w it­
nessed by over 60,000 spectators and  
by millions on television. T he cry, 
“Share the Flame,” was echoed across 
the country and beyond.

Two weeks o f intense com petition  
followed, where team s from  57 coun ­
tries com peted in the various w inter 
sports. This was the test for athletes 
who had trained years for a m edal and 
to bring honor to  the ir nation. A lot 
of national pride was evidenced as the 
anthem of the hom e coun try  was 
played for each gold m edal winner.

Too soon it was all over and  the 
crowds gathered for the closing cere­
monies. A vast hom e audience also 
shared in this exciting w rap-up. Near 
the end of the special perform ances, 
the cameras zeroed in on the huge 
flame at the top o f  the Calgary Tower. 
Slowly that flam e sank lower and  
lower until it finally flickered out. A t­
tention then turned  to  the flam e in 
the stadium. It, too, was slowly tu rned  
down, lower and lower, until it also 
went out. A feeling o f  sadness swept 
over the crowd and. I’m  sure, over all 
those who were w atching a round  the 
world. The games were over, exciting 
though they had been, it all had to  
end.

My thoughts then  tu rned  to  our 
Christian race. How are we faring in 
this race? M em ories o f  the O lym pics 
will gradually fade bu t o u r earthly 
journey has eternal consequences. Do 
we have the enthusiasm  evidenced by 
those who participated in or w atched

FLAME

the Olympics? Neglected, ou r flam e 
could burn  low or even go out.

In sharing the flam e o f G od’s love, 
a  rekindling m ay be needed. T im e is 
rapidly runn ing  ou t and  Jesus is com ­
ing soon. Are all ou r loved ones 
saved? W hat about neighbors, our 
friends, and  those in o ther lands?

H as the flam e o f  desire for G o d ’s 
W ord burned  low? Are we feasting on 
H is precious tru ths as we should? The 
Psalm ist said, “Thy w ord have I hid in 
m ine heart, tha t I m ight not sin 
against thee” (Psalm  119:11). W here 
the Bible is neglected, there is little 
spiritual life.

T he flam e o f  earnest prayer can 
also burn  low or go ou t in ou r homes. 
Is prayer a beautiful experience for 
you? G od w ants to  com m unicate  with 
His children and  we certainly need to 
com m unicate with H im . “The family 
tha t prays together stays together” has 
a  lot o f tru th  in it.

Do the different services in the 
church find  you there? We can be h in ­
dered by the unavoidable, bu t worship 
has to  be a priority  in ou r lives. Being 
faithful builds character, and  ou r fam i­
lies will often follow o u r pattern  of 
living. W hen we jo ined  the church we 
pledged to  be faithful to  the m eans o f 
grace.

The flam e can burn  low in our tith ­
ing and offerings. Are we trusting  G od 
to  m eet ou r Financial needs, so that 
we can freely tithe— for missions, our 
colleges, and the like?

It seems the m ore we m ake the 
harder it is to  tithe. M aybe we should 
ask G od to  reduce ou r incom e so tha t 
our tithe w on’t look so big!

M any other areas could be cited 
where our flam e is burn ing  low or has 
gone out. As we approach the end- 
tim e I w ant m y flam e to  be burning 
brightly. Beside this, I w ant to  really 
experience the joy  o f  the Lord. This is 
im perative, and the salvation o f our 
loved ones and others m ay depend on 
it. M ost o f all, w hen I see my precious 
Savior, I w ant no th ing  to  prevent H im  
from saying, “Well done, thou  good 
and  faithful servant” (M atthew  25:21).

H

BY HERBERT QUANTZ
Nazarene elder residing in Calgary, A l­
berta.
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MORE REAL
THAN REAL ESTATE

B
ecause o f this we will no t fear 
when the earth  changes, and 
the m ounta ins pitch in the 

heart o f  the sea, its w ater thundering  
and  boiling, the m ounta ins quaking in 
its uproar” (Psalm  46:2-3, au tho r’s 
translation).

In 1987 W hittier, Calif., was h it by 
an earthquake o f  “m oderate” m ag­
nitude, causing considerable dam age 
to  structures and  personal property 
over a fairly wide area— m ore th an  a 
score o f miles in any direction. A 
friend o f m ine w ho had been w orking 
in W hittier at the tim e described to 
m e the scene during  and  im m ediately 
following the trem or.

People’s reactions ranged from  para­
lyzing shock to  exhilaration to  com ­
plete hysteria. Fires from  broken gas 
pipes had broken ou t in m any build ­
ings. Walls, colum ns, and  chim neys 
were toppled everywhere. Houses were 
shaken off the ir foundations. O ne per­
son traveling in  the city several 
m onths later stated the area still 
looked like a war zone. A pparently

even now  the devastation is evidenced 
by the vacant lots where people’s 
hom es once stood. My father, an  ar­
chitect in the Pasadena, Calif., vicinity 
rem ains busy w ith reconstruction  
w ork from  the dam age done there.

In the m idst o f  all this, som ething 
has struck m e as being quite ironic.
It’s a term  in w hich so m uch signifi­
cance is placed, especially in Southern 
California. T he term  is “ real es­
ta te”— houses, buildings, an d  particu ­
larly the land upon  w hich they sit. We 
will never know  exactly how m uch 
m oney was lost from the earthquake 
dam age, o r how m any lives were per­
m anently  altered— m onetarily, phys­
ically, and em otionally— because the 
security o f  w hat was supposed to  be 
“real” instead o f tem porary  or depre­
ciating was shaken to  rubble.

As a hom e ow ner m yself consid­
ering the tim e and  m oney involved, in 
the words o f  H am let, this “m ust give 
us pause.” In w hat do we p u t ou r 
“real” stock in life? If  tim e and  m oney 
spent are a criterion  for arriving at an 
answer, the inference is all too  clear. 
Sure, there are o ther things to  con­
sider as testim ony to  ou r true  piety, 
b u t life is an investm ent. G od  has in ­
vested H is Son for ou r life an d  has 
called us to  a corresponding in ­
vestm ent in H im  and  the things o f 
H is kingdom . In pursuing the so- 
called A m erican D ream , I w onder if 
along the way too  m any o f  us have 
lost the clearer vision o f  the Psalm ist, 
w ho begins Psalm  46, “G od is ou r 
shelter and  power, He is always found 
as a help in troub le” (au tho r’s trans­
lation).

Scholars are not certain  abou t ju st 
w hen Psalm  46 was com posed, no r o f 
its exact use in the w orshiping com ­
m unity  o f  Israel. Som e say th a t it

dates from  preexilic period, in the glo­
rious days o f  the first Tem ple at Je ru ­
salem. Som e w ould place it in the late 
postexilic period. However, m ost 
would agree th a t it was used in som e 
form  o f Tem ple ritual in the holy city 
o f  Jerusalem , the Z ion o f  the Lord.

If it com es from  the tim e after the 
fall o f  Jerusalem  and  the u tte r  destruc­
tion  o f  the city an d  Tem ple at the 
hands o f  the Babylonians, already 
there is som e nonconcrete, “sp iritua l” 
understand ing  to  the faith expressed 
in verse 5 especially: “G od is in her 
midst, she will no t quake, G od will 
help her at m orn ing ’s daw n" (au th o r’s 
translation). Im agine the s ta tem en t of 
faith this was in the afte rm ath  o f  the 
ru in  and  a ttem pted  rebuilding o f  w hat 
was said to  be such a m agnificen t city 
and  Temple.

But w henever its tim e o f  com ­
position or w hatever its use m ay have 
been, its em phasis was and  has re­
m ained upon  the “real” Refuge, Shel­
ter, and  P rotection. W hen all else has 
passed away, we can sing the refrain o f 
verses 7 and  11, “T he Lord o f  hosts is 
w ith us, the G od o f  Jacob is o u r for­
tress” (au th o r’s translation). In the 
seem ing chaos o f  R eform ation  E u­
rope, it was M artin  Luther, inspired 
by th is psalm , w ho wrote. “Ein feste 
Burg ist unser G o tt” (“A M ighty For­
tress Is O ur G o d ”).

Just this last Sunday m orn ing  our 
house and  everyone in it were given a 
good jo lt by a “ little” earthquake cen­
tered ju s t five o r six m iles from  ou r 
city. The very next day the San Jose. 
Calif., area was rattled by an  even 
larger one, and  a w arning was given 
th a t there was an  increased possibility 
o f  a larger one yet in th a t sam e area. 
D ow n here in  the Los Angeles region 
there is increased talk  o f  “ the BIG 
ONE.”

There is little d o u b t th a t som eday 
such a m ajo r quake will strike. I w ant 
to  m ake sure th a t m y fam ily and  my 
com m unity  are prepared to  face such 
an  event, bu t I also w ant to  m ake cer­
ta in  th a t ou r investm ents are m ade in 
som ething, o r Som eone, even m ore 
“real” than  this piece o f  land upon 
w hich m y house sits. “G od is o u r ref­
uge and  strength, a very present help 
in trouble” (Psalm  46:1). H

BY ERIC D. MORRISON
Nazarene elder on the Anaheim  District 
and a Ph.D. student at Claremont Grad­
uate School.
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“One of 
These Days"

She wasn’t hard to  pick o u t—  
fourth row in the m iddle, gray 
hair w rapped in a bun, long- 
sleeved high-necked dress, h an d ­

kerchief in hand. “O ne o f  these days 
I'm going Hom e,” began the testi­
mony of C lara H oulette in nearly ev­
ery service.

Lately her prayer requests were to 
die at hom e and to  be in her right 
mind. She had often shared w ith us 
how she would recite and  spell the 
books o f the Bible daily in o rder to  
keep her m ind sharp. N ot long ago the 
pastor requested her to  nam e and 
spell them  for us. She m ade her way 
to the platform  w here she readily did 
so, to our am azem ent. H er tw o re­
quests were answered. She was at 
home, still living alone at the age o f 
92, and she was certainly in her right 
mind as 1 talked to  her by phone 
around noon and  ou r pastor visited 
with her around  2 p . m .  H er ap a rtm en t 
neighbor found her gone th a t sam e 
evening. O n April the 8th she w ent 
“Home.”

It was m y privilege to  know  Sister 
Houlette for 13 years. W hen we 
moved to  Beaver Falls she brought us 
a cherry and peach pie. Baking was 
one of her joys. Every holiday m eant 
decorated cu t-out cookies for the chil­
dren and m any tim es goodies for 
meals-on-wheels o r the geriatric cen­
ter. She w ould say, “ I w ant to  do  w hat 
1 can for ‘o ld’ people,” m ost o f  w hom , 
I’m sure, were younger th an  she!

But her greatest love was for m is­
sionaries. She corresponded w ith over 
10 missionaries several tim es a year.
As recently as th ree years ago, a t the 
age of 89, she prepared and  w rapped a 
missionary box. D uring  her 40 years 
tenure as local m issionary president 
she sent over 100 boxes to  the foreign 
field. She attended  51 consecutive dis­
trict m issionary conventions on the

P ittsburgh D istrict (beginning w ith the 
conventions held on the A kron D is­
trict), taking her seven children on a 
train  an d  sleeping overnight in  a tent. 
She w ould look back upon  those ex­
periences an d  say, “W hat a  joy, w hat a 
joy!”

H er daily prayer list con tained  over 
200 people, 10 churches, and  I d o n ’t 
know  how m any  pastors. B ut a large 
num ber o f  the nam es on the list were 
children— her grandchildren, great­
grandchildren, the church children, 
and  even nam es o f  o u r ch ild ren’s 
friends w ho d id n ’t com e to  our 
church. She was very exact abou t her 
list so th a t she could  call each person’s 
nam e ou t each day. H er prayer tim e 
was 10:30-12:30 each night, although 
at urgent tim es she w ould pray an 
hou r o r tw o during  the day. O n sur­
gery requests, she w ould rise at 6 a . m .  

an d  begin praying un til som eone 
called her w hen the surgery was over.

A bout th ree weeks before she died 
she sensed th a t she was failing. She 
called m e one m orn ing  and  asked if  I 
knew  the two songs she w anted m e to 
sing at her funeral. I assured her I did

b u t said, “W hat if  I go before you?” 
She said, “T hen  I’ll sing at yours.”

Just two weeks before she went 
hom e a group o f  o u r teens and  the 
pastor w ent to  Boston on  the bus for 
Festival o f Life. O n the day o f  the ir re­
tu rn  she called m e and  said th a t at 2 
a . m .  she aw akened and w ent ou t to  
the rocking chair in her living room  to 
pray. It w asn’t un til later, when I was 
sharing this at the funeral hom e, tha t 
our pastor explained a t th a t very tim e 
they were driving through a heavy 
rain storm  w ith tree branches and 
leaves falling around  the bus. The 
bond between her and  the young peo­
ple was evident th a t evening as these 
sam e young people cam e to  the fu­
neral hom e to pay the ir final respects. 
She was the ir G ran d m a H oulette.

I could tell you m any stories she 
shared o f how she w ent to  church in a 
sleigh; how she did the barn  w ork 
quickly to  a ttend  revival; how she and  
her husband  scrubbed the storefront 
building on  Saturday night and  set the 
chairs for service on Sunday. T hen 
they walked hom e to save the bus fare 
for the offering. There are probably at 
least 50 sim ilar testim onies, b u t as she 
would say, “We can’t  live in  the past, 
we have to  live for the Lord today.” 
Each day was a new opportun ity  to  
serve the Lord.

She was one special lady. We do 
miss her b u t w ould no t wish her back. 
W hen she left this world I d oub t tha t 
her m aterial w ealth w ould have added 
up to  $ 1,000, b u t m y heart overflows 
as I envision her walking th rough her 
m ansion. A nd guess who now  sits in 
the fourth row in the middle! H

BY EMILY MORAN
Director o f  children’s church, College 
Hill Church o f  the Nazarene, Beaver 
Falls, Pennsylvania, and free-lance 
writer.
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M HE EDITOR’S STANDPOINT
LOVE 
CONQUERS

“Fight fire with fire” is the world’s strategy. Re­
spond to hurt by hurting. If someone kills your dog, 
stomp his cat.

This savage code is forbidden to the Christian. 
“How can Satan cast out Satan,” Jesus challenged. 
Smitten on the left cheek, the Christian is to offer 
the right cheek, not a right hook. Robbed of his coat, 
the Christian is to offer his shirt, not snatch another’s 
laundry. The follower of Christ is called to respond to 
hatred with love, to curses with blessing, to persecu­
tion with prayer.

Christ modeled His message. He practiced what He 
preached. When reviled He remained silent. When 
threatened He trusted God. When crucified He 
prayed for His ruthless tormentors. He not only gave 
His back to the smiters, He gave His heart to them 
and His life for them. His strategy was trium phant 
over sin and death. He conquered more hearts 
through suffering love than anyone has through bru­
tal force.

The example of Christ, however, is not sufficient 
to command a like response from us when we are

IT’S 
LIKE THIS

Why do we take an annual offering among the 
churches for Nazarene Theological Seminary in Kan­
sas City? 1 was asked that question by one of our 
newer Nazarenes not long ago.

It’s like this.
Unlike our colleges, the seminary does not have an 

educational zone. It is supported from general funds 
to which the whole church contributes. This is 
proper, for it is training ministers for the churches ev­
erywhere.

The seminary cannot function within the parame­
ters of this educational budget, just as our colleges 
could not survive if limited to the money supplied to 
them from the college budgets of the districts com­
prising their educational zones. Additional funds are 
required for a variety of needs, including building 
improvements, library expansion, curricula equip­
ment, faculty implementation, and—as the old 
Latins used to say— et cetera, et cetera, et cetera, ad 
infinitum. It boils down to this: W ithout the addi­
tional funds that are annually garnered from this of­
fering we would either have to close up shop or dras­
tically lower the quality of our work and products. 
The annual offering becomes a vote to insure the

maltreated. We need more than an external pattern; 
we need an internal power. For this, Christ is our 
sufficiency. He can cleanse us from sin, fill us with 
love, and thus enable us to act and react and interact 
in His spirit, overcoming the world by returning 
good for evil.

Haven’t you known such persons? I have. In every 
church I served as pastor, such Christlike persons 
demonstrated invincible love. I knew such persons in 
the colleges where 1 taught. Indeed, I have lived with 
one such person for many years.

I’m sure you have known Christians like that, too. 
The crucial question is not have we known them but 
are we such persons ourselves. This much is certain, 
our opportunities to model a loving, forgiving behav­
ior toward the obnoxious, the violent, and the cruel 
are frequent. The world’s fires will blaze constantly. 
Moral arsonists abound, we can extinguish the blazes 
with patient, suffering love. Responding in kind only 
serves to explode the flames of evil into a holocaust.

Love conquers.

If God wants us to have the sem inary, He w ill see to its 
survival. Th at’s easy to say, but God doesn’t work in a 
vacuum . He helps people through people. M oney has 
never dropped out of heaven to support a sem inary, 
future—or to damage the future— of NTS. None of 
us want to do the latter, but we can do by default 
what we would never do on purpose.

If God wants us to have the seminary. He will see 
to its survival. T hat’s easy to say, but God doesn’t 
work in a vacuum. He helps people through people. 
Money has never dropped out of heaven to support a 
seminary. We need to be informed in order that we 
may respond. That is why, once a year, this magazine 
helps bring this particular challenge and need before 
our readers.

In most of our churches the seminary offering is 
very low key and low profile. This is unfortunate. 
Greater publicity and broader participation is 
needed. The funds available to the seminary would 
be greatly increased if every church and every m em ­
ber took part. And if my local church did nothing, I 
would see that something was done on a personal 
level. I would not allow myself to be shut out of a 
cause this worthwhile.

It isn’t enough to pray for our seminary. We need 
to furnish some of the answers by cheerful participa­
tion in the annual seminary offering.
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FOXHOLE 
CONVERSION

I met Charles Greenwood at the Pittsburgh district 
camp meeting and quickly sensed him to be a warm­
hearted, appreciative man. In conversation with him, 
his conversion to Christ was detailed. My heart 
thrilled to hear it.

Greenwood had a godly m other who weathered the 
storms of life through enduring faith in God. Her 
trust in Him saw her through the harsh privations 
imposed by the Great Depression. When troubles 
piled up, she would climb the stairs to her place of 
prayer, plead the promises of God, whose integrity 
and faithfulness she refused to doubt, and return with 
the glow of victory upon her face.

Greenwood participated in the Allied landings at 
Normandy during World War II. Having survived the 
beach, he dug in on the hillside with scant hope of 
coming out alive. In a foxhole he prayed that God 
would forgive his sins so that he could die in peace 
and enter heaven. His was no “foxhole religion” in 
the pejorative sense. He has served the Lord ever 
since that conversion under fire.

Brushes with death occurred. Once an enemy sol­

dier hurled a grenade at him. It rolled to a stop a few 
feet away. Swiftly calculating the seconds remaining 
before detonation, he seized the grenade and threw it 
back before it exploded.

He was wounded in action, but the Lord brought 
him through the carnage alive. He has never ceased 
to thank and serve Him. In less dramatic circum­
stances, but with the same resolute commitment, he 
has honored Christ as Lord. And the Lord has faith­
fully met his needs and blessed his witness through 
the years.

Blessed is the man who has a praying mother. 
Blessed is the m an who allows adversity to school 
him in penitence and prayer. Blessed is the man who 
honors Christ in abiding gratitude for mercies re­
ceived. Are you listening, son?

Greenwood’s story is one of thousands. The only 
limits to the mercy of God in Christ are those which 
people impose by their obstinacy and unbelief. Christ 
wants to be every person’s Savior.

MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE

Our last General Assembly raised a commission to 
prepare a statement of belief on the Church. Some of 
the best minds among us have been at work on this 
assignment. The statement they produce, if adopted 
by the General Assembly and ratified by the district 
assemblies, will become one of our Articles of Faith.
It will encapsulate what we believe about the Church.

I made no predictions regarding the content of 
their statement. I can safely forecast, however, that 
the statement, whatever it is, will not satisfy everyone 
in the church, perhaps not everyone on the commis­
sion. This is not because the commission is incompe­
tent, or because our people are stubborn, but because 
the Church defies definition.

The Church of Jesus Christ, like its Lord, escapes 
analysis. When all opinions concerning Jesus are 
voiced, however scholarly and dedicated the opinion- 
makers, we sense that He is even more than they say. 
The Lord Jesus Christ cannot be explained, without 
remainder, by using the categories employed by so­
cial scientists to understand themselves and others.

To a lesser degree, but in a similar manner, His 
body, the Church, eludes our grasp. It participates in 
the mystery of His person and mission, and all dis­

cussions of its nature and purpose and meaning leave 
us saying, “Yes, but . . . ” The Church shares features 
and functions comm on to social and political institu­
tions, but it bursts the categories that define them 
and clothes itself in mystery unshared by them. The 
Church is like but unlike, as is the Lord.

You cannot join the Church as people join a club. 
To attem pt this is to become a name on a roll but 
not a member of Christ’s body. You cannot operate 
the Church as people operate a corporation. The ef­
fort is frustrated by the unique relationship of per­
sons to Christ, to one another, and to the historical 
significance and eternal destiny of the Church.

We are committed, however, to the need to under­
stand the Church as fully as possible. The commis­
sion’s task, if not entirely possible, is honorable and 
helpful. We are grateful to them  for undertaking it. A 
creedal statement concerning the Church is a worthy 
task.
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HE ANSWER CORNER
CORRECTION

In the Answer Corner for November 
1, 1988, the words “northw est" and 
“northeast” were carelessly transposed, 
resulting in a huge blunder. The sen­
tence in which these words appeared 
should have read, “There was a ‘Bethsa- 
ida Julias’ on the northeast side o f the 
lake and a ‘Bethsaida in Galilee’ on the 
northwest side of the lake.’’

One reader who caught the blunder 
said to a friend, “Maybe the editor, this 
time, just crossed his i’s and dotted his 
t’s.” I apologize for inadvertently dislo­
cating these ancient towns. Never ask 
me for directions to Boston or Butte!

Please explain Hebrews 6:4-6. This 
sounds like a backslider cannot be re­
stored to Christ.

This passage is one o f  several sol­
em n w arnings in Hebrews against 
apostasy, not against backsliding. A 
backslider is one who suffers a spiri­
tual lapse, but still acknowledges 
Christ as the only Savior. An apostate 
is one w ho has tu rned  from  C hrist to  
som eone or som ething else as his sav­
ior. A backslider loses ground; an 
apostate changes ground.

Hebrews teaches the superiority  and 
finality o f Christ. He is the one and 
only sacrifice for sin, the one and  only 
Savior o f  m ankind. This being true, to  
tu rn  from  H im  is to  be u tterly  lost.

Backsliders can be recovered. Som e 
scholars are convinced tha t this pas­

sage teaches th a t apostates cannot. 
However, o thers insist that the words, 
“It is im possible to  renew  them  again 
to  repentance, seeing they crucify to 
them selves the Son o f  G od afresh . . . ’’ 
should be understood  in the sense o f 
“it is im possible . . .  while they crucify 
. . . ” This would im ply th a t should 
they cease to  do this, repentance and 
restoration w ould becom e possible. 
T he impossibility, in short, is hum an  
and relative, no t divine and absolute. 
W ith G od all things are possible, even 
the recovery o f  apostates.

A while back there was a reference 
to Sufi dancing in the Answer Corner. 
Just what in the world is Sufi danc­
ing?

Sufism  is a m ino r branch  o f  Islam ic 
religion. The Sufis are regarded as 
M uslim  mystics. T heir nam e is de­
rived from the w oolen habits (sufs) 
w orn by them  in the early days o f  the 
m ovem ent. The m ovem ent alm ost 
died out at tim es, bu t has experienced 
periodic revivals. T he Sufis em phasize 
in terior devotion, and  ecstatic experi­
ences have been com m on am ong 
m any o f  them . I assum e th a t Sufi 
dancing is related to  these people and 
to  the ir form s o f  worship.

The NIV mentions paradise in Luke 
23:43, 2 Corinthians 12:4, and Revela­
tion 2 :7 .1 always believed that para­
dise and heaven were the same. My 
brother-in-law believes that paradise

is where you go when you die and 
heaven is a place where you go only 
after the second coming of Christ.
How does the Church of the Nazarene 
feel about this?

O ur church does no t have an “offi­
cial” in te rp re tation  o f  these verses.

Paradise m ean t garden o r park, 
originally, an d  cam e to  be a sym bol 
for the beautiful and  satisfying life- 
after-death  o f  those w ho serve the 
Lord.

The Lord's w ords in Luke 23:43 
com pared  w ith John  20:17 w ould 
seem to  indicate th a t paradise and  
heaven were no t identical. Paul's 
words in 2 C orin th ians 12:4 identify 
paradise with the “th ird  heaven.” Rev­
elation 2:7 com pared  w ith Revelation 
22:2 also equate the two.

M any believe th a t w hen C hrist 
arose from  the dead an d  ascended to  
the Father, paradise— as the abode o f 
the righteous dead— was transferred  to 
heaven— the im m edia te presence o f 
G od (Ephesians 3:8-10). C onsequently, 
there is still an in term ediate  condition  
(because final change aw aits the resur­
rection) b u t no t an in te rm ed ia te  place.

Conducted by
W. E. McCUMBER, Editor
He welcome questions on biblical and  
doctrinal matters. The editor is not able 
to send replies to questions not selected 
fo r publication. Address: A N SW E R  
CO RNER  H erald o f  H oliness. 6 401 The 
Pasco. Kansas City. M O 64131.

BETTERS
CONGRATULATES CASSITY

I would like to  congratulate T im ­
othy Cassity on his article “The Evo­
lu tionary  Effect” (April 1).

It is disturbing to  see how evolution 
has crept into the Christian intellect to 
the point where we have com prom ised 
ou r beliefs with a theory  and attached 
“theistic” to  it.

It is also d isturbing to  see punches 
leveled at creationist scientists by 
C hristians who question  their creden­
tials. I feel this only affirm s an infer­
ence by Mr. Cassity o f  the perm eation 
o f  evolutionary th ink ing  in our society 
and  churches.

The “so-called” creationist sci­
entists, as they are referred to, are us­
ing scientific m ethods to  bring to  light 
scientific facts tha t strongly support 
the tru th  and  credibility o f the Scrip­
tu re’s account o f  events.

Addressing and  then rejecting D ar­
w in’s theory o f  evolution isn’t an in ­
tellectual m atter, it is a biblical m atter. 
If any m an-m ade theory doesn’t stand 
in accord with G o d ’s Word, it m ust 
ultim ately be rejected as false.

Jeffrey  D . C ollin s
S w a r t:  Creek. M ichigan

OBJECTS TO CASSITY
It is offensive to  m e to  read the 

opinion o f  Mr. T im othy R. Cassity, as 
well as o ther creationist writers, tha t 
the study o f evolution is a religion and

not science. M ore objectionable is Mr. 
Cassity’s sta tem en t tha t "those who 
accept evolutionary  religion . . .  be­
lieve tha t there is no G od. no ju d g ­
m ent, and no life afte r death.”

I have w orked and earned  m y live­
lihood as a paleontologist an d  geolog­
ist for over 40 years, only because o f 
the fact tha t orderly changes (evo­
lution) in anim al and  p lant life have 
occurred in the geological past. My 
studies o f  the fossilized record o f  one 
m icroscopic form  (foram inifera) o f 
this life have been scientific and  no t a 
“religion.” No, we were not there to 
observe the changes when they took 
place (as som e creationists po in t out), 
and we do no t know  ju st w hat caused 
the changes. However, the fact th a t o r­
derly changes have taken  place in the 
geologic past is no t controversial; they
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are documented by volum es o f  sci­
entific data. O ne can have a devout 
faith in God and know C hrist as per­
sonal Savior while studying, d ocu ­
menting. and know ing tha t orderly 
and systematic changes (evolution) o f 
animal and plant life have taken place 
over hundreds o f m illions o f  years. I 
do believe in God, a judgm ent, and 
life after death, and I know  C hrist as 
my personal Savior.

The scientific study o f the earth 's 
fossil and rock record give one a 
grander concept o f eternity  and  the 
greatness of the G od o f ou r creation.
It truly adds eternal d im ension  to  the 
thought “0  Lord ou r G od, how great 
thou art. Alvin A . A lm gren

Bakersfield , C alifornia

SADDEST WORDS
The gladdest words I ever spoke 

were these: “Jesus C hrist has saved 
me." The saddest words I ever heard 
were, “Mrs. Ballard has ju st passed 
away.” My helpm ate, Lola Irene Bal­
lard, went to heaven on April 11,
1988. She had battled cancer for over 
21 years. God had touched her m any 
times in our pastorates know ing tha t I

needed her by m y side. H er last words 
concerning the church were, “Don, is 
the tithe all in?” T he answer was,
“Yes, dear." H er last words to me were 
“ I love you.” I am  thankful for the 
prayers and  sym pathy o f all the w on­
derful people we pastored and  those in 
the churches where I have conducted  
revivals. Lola fought a good fight and 
finished the course and  now enjoys 
eternal life. I plan to  m eet her som e­
day. Praise God!

D on Ballard
M em phis. Tennessee

REACHING THE POOR
Both John Wesley and Phineas Bre- 

see were com m itted  to  taking the gos­
pel to  the poor and  needy.

At the A m erican Association for 
Clinical C hem istry convention in New 
Orleans. Dr. Edgar H. A dam s from 
the N ational Institu te for D rug Abuse 
gave a summ ary' o f  trends gathered 
from the D rug Abuse W arning N et­
work (DAWN), which has cooperation 
from thousands o f hospital em ergency 
rooms, and from the N ational H ouse­
hold Survey on D rug Abuse.

These carefully m onitored figures

show tha t from the early 1960s when 
only 2% had tried drugs we now live 
in a  country  where 37%, or abou t 70 
m illion A m ericans, have tried illicit 
drugs. By the tim e seniors graduate 
from high school, m ore than  half have 
tried illicit drugs once.

Though use am ong youth m ay not 
be growing, due to  education, the use 
am ong adults who were “hooked” as 
young people is increasing. Cocaine 
use am ong those over 25 is m ost seri­
ous and increasing.

M ost segm ents o f the population  
surveyed show between 11 and  25% o f 
individuals were habitual users. The 
higher-use figures always were associ­
ated with low education, low incom e, 
and being a m em ber o f  a m inority  
group.

The m ost striking figures were a 
50% drug use am ong high school 
dropouts, inner-city residents, and 
transients.

These are the people G od calls us to 
reach. Wesley and Bresee sought them , 
found them , gave them  hope, faith, 
strength through preaching the Word.

E. C h ristis  Farrell 
Wellsville, O hio

Y A L L  M EA NS...SA VE SOME

FISHING 
FOR MEN
I was at O klahom a City getting ready to  go on a Work 

and Witness team  to Mexico. My son told m e o f  a 
fishing pond not too  far from  his place and  I w ent 
and fished awhile. I caught two sm all ones, and  a young 

fellow who was fishing a ways from  m e cam e over to  see if 
I was doing any good— w hich is custom ary  am ong fish­
ermen.

We talked a little while abou t fishing and  I felt im pressed 
to ask him if he was a C hristian. He said, “No, Spike. I’m 
not. And I don’t w ant to  go dow n there," po in ting  his fin­
ger down, “but I w ant to  go up  there,” po in ting  up.

I said, “Bud, I can tell you how to  go up there and  miss 
going down there.”

He replied, “ I wish you w ould tell m e how.”
I asked him if he had ever heard abou t being born again. 

He said, “No. I haven't.” T hen  I asked him  if he had heard 
about repentance. He said, "Som e, and if you know  any­
thing about it I wish you would explain it to  me."

We were walking to our cars, w hich were parked not far 
apart, and I asked, "Bud, have you done things and felt

bad about them  dow n in your heart, and  know n G od was 
sad about w hat you had done?”

“Yes, Spike,” he said, “I've done a lot o f  that.” I told him  
repentance m eant asking G od to  forgive those sins. “Do 
you understand now?”

He answered. “Yes.”
I then asked him  if he would like for me to  pray with 

him . He responded, “I sure would.” There were tears in his 
eyes.

I told him  to pray while I prayed for him . I assured him  
tha t he d id n 't have to  pray ou t loud, bu t he m ust be sure 
to  ask G od to  forgive him.

I prayed a short prayer for him  which G od blessed, then 
asked him  if G od had forgiven him. He said, “He sure 
has.”

I encouraged him  to read the Bible and to  pray, for that 
was to his soul w hat eating food and drinking w ater was to 
his physical body. We m ust have bo th  physical and  spiri­
tual nourishm ent. I also encouraged him  to a ttend  church 
faithfully. I told him  th a t I had attended  the C hurch o f the 
N azarene for 53 years, and  recom m ended them  as friendly 
and helpful. He prom ised to  attend, and  even pointed in 
the direction in which one o f  our churches was located.

“G od bless and  help you. Bud," were my parting words. 
I'm  sure G od has done that! H

BY SPIKE WATKINS
M ember o f  the Fargo, Oklahoma, Church o f  the Nazarene.
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mm THE NEWS
meeting of the American Bible 
Society about one year ago.

"Before the close of the ses­
sion. they asked us if we knew of 
any o th er areas in w hich the 
cause of evangelism could be ad­
vanced through the distribution 
o f  S c rip tu re  p o r t io n s ,"  said  
Felter. "I had been involved in 
ministering to a family that was 
dealing with AIDS, and I floated 
the idea of creating a booklet of 
scriptures that would offer hope. 
They took the idea, presented it 
to chaplains, indiv iduals, and 
their in-house theologians, and 
they liked it."

On A ugust 11, the ABS re­
leased the booklet "Nothing Can 
Separate Us from the Love of 
God: Help from the Scriptures 
for C oping w ith AIDS." Pub-

G rayer partners
PRAISINGS

Scores of our Nazarene evangelists renewed their 
vows to evangelize at the Evangelists Gathering in Indi­
anapolis in December. Praise God for these dedicated 
men and women and for the revival that can come 
through them during 1989.

Praise God that pastors and congregations are being 
sensitized to the necessity, ability, and joy of growth and 
church planting. On the Pittsburgh District, quarterly 
pastors’ conferences and new pastors meetings are high­
lighting church growth. Twenty-three possible sites for 
new churches have been targeted; four have been 
started or resurrected, and a num ber of major building 
programs are going forward in spite of the weak econ­
omy in western Pennsylvania.

PETITIONS
1989 is the 40th anniversary of Alabaster offerings 

through the MS. Over $33 million has been given since 
1948 for mission buildings around the world. Pray that 
pastors and people will continue this vision and cele­
brate with another great offering this year.

Pray that as we prepare for General Assembly in June 
1989, our Nazarenes will make General Budget a top 
priority. All areas of our global evangelistic outreach re­
ceive a measure of support from General Budget. Dis­
tribution of funds is determined by the General Board 
annually at its meeting in February. General Budget “is 
light to those in darkness, hope to those in despair, and 
life to those who are dead in trespasses and sins” (Dr. 
Mary Scott).

JOHN A. KNIGHT, Secretary 
B o a r d  o f  G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s

PEOPLE 
AND PLACES
FELTER’S CONCEPT 
COMES TO FRUITION

A c o n c e r n  
p r o m p t e d  by  
ministry to a fam­
ily  a f f e c te d  by 
AIDS has resulted 
in the creation of 
a new booklet o f 

scriptures designed solely to m in­
ister to AIDS patients, their fami­
lies. and their care providers.

David J. Felter, CLT coordi­
nator for the Christian Life and 
Sunday School Division, envi­
sioned the booklet while attend­
ing an in te rd e n o m in a tio n a l

lished in English as well as Span­
ish. the booklet contains 22 pas­
sages from  th e  O ld an d  New 
Testaments. The verses em pha­
size Gods love in the worst times 
of helplessness, abandonm ent, 
and fear.

A story by Associated Press re­
ligion writer George W. Cornell 
publicized the booklet in news­
papers across the United States. 
Since the story, Felter says he has 
received  in q u ir ie s  a b o u t the 
book from Florida to California.

“ O ne lady w ith A IDS who 
wrote me from South Carolina 
said, ‘W hen I read of your scrip­
ture for AIDS booklet, I almost 
shouted out loud.'” added Felter.

The booklet is available from 
ABS. 1865 Broadway, New York, 
NY 10023. □

— .V.V

M ake TH IS EASTER Special in Your C hurch

WORSHIP 
IN SONG

N A Z A R E N E * H Y M N A L S
An excellent tim e to dress up your sanctuary w ith  
new hymnals o r add to your present supply.
Printed on nonglare w hite  paper w ith  a rich ly  grained dualtone buck­
ram cover. Offers 514 hym ns and songs, 57 of w h ich  are d is tinc tly  
Nazarene: 80 scripture readings. Free donor plates available upon 
request.
Select the co lo r that w ill f i t  the deco r o f y o u r c h u rc h . . .

H H M B -287 Apple Red— gold im prin t 
H H M B -288 Saddle B row n— go ld im prin t 
H H M B -289 L itu rg ica l B lue— silver im prin t
Price applies to  any qu an tity

FOR BEST RESULTS IN CONGREGATIONAL S INGING, every person  shou ld  have access 
to a hym nbook. An adequate su p p ly  is at least one book  fo r  every tw o  people  in the 
congregation.

LOOSE-LEAF EDITION— For the accom pan is ts. F ive-ring, black buckram .
Add  5%  fo r handling and postage  H H M B -290 $14 .50

NOTE: A llo w  up to three w eeks (a fte r o rd e r rece ived) fo r  d e live ry  o f order.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •
Prices subject to  change w ith o u t no tice

Scripture booklet that was the brain­
child of David J. Felter. prepared and 
distributed by Am erican Bible Society.
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SPECIAL NOTICE
NAZARENE COACHES’ BREAKFAST

The Nazarene Athletic Association (NAA) will 
meet at 3:30 p .m .  on Thursday, March 16, 
1989, during the NAIA Basketball Finals. All 
Nazarene coaches are invited. For further 
details contact:

Willis E. Snowbarger 
Secretary of Education Services 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
Phone: 816-333-7000

C O M M U N l O f W A F\ E

The Moravia. Iowa, church honored Doris M ain  (center) in a special hom e­
coming service October 30. She is the only surviving charter m em ber of the 
original congregation, form ed in 1943. Pastor Randy Meatherly (r.) and his w ife, 
Carol (I.), presented Mrs. M ain with a corsage, a drawing of the church, and a 
certificate of appreciation. Several mem bers of her fam ily  provided special 
music during the service.

MAKE THIS EASTER
SPECIAL 
IN YOUR 
CHURCH
Celebrate this Easter 
season with one of these 
beautiful services.

Gary Sivewright, Youth M inistries director, reviews a key elem ent in the A m eri­
can Bible Society's popular “Act Now— Go with the W ord” Scripture-sharing  
program for teens with Mrs. Sandra Bishop, ABS m anager of Program D evel­
opment (c.), and Mrs. Barbara Numrich, ABS field representative (I.). The occa­
sion was a conference at Bible House, headguarters of the Bible Society in New  
York City. Denominational youth leaders considered ideas for new Scripture  
materials and programs that would appeal to this age-group. They also eva lu ­
ated the current “Act Now” program . ABS and its partners in the global United 
Bible Societies have assigned the highest priority to reaching the w orld’s 2 
billion young people with the Word of God in their own languages during the 
decade ahead.

Designed of the finest qua lity  metal. F ingerprin t-res is tant anodized 
fin ish  needs no po lish ing and w ill not tarn ish. In terlocking trays en­
sure secure stacking and handling. Trays hold 40 glasses. May be 
engraved w ith  selected w ording at 40<t per character.

SILVER-TONE BRASS-T0NE
C om m un ion  Tray HHE-500A  HHE-500AB $31 .00
C om m un ion  C o v e r" ................................................. HHE-501A  HHE-501AB $28 .50
C om m un ion  B ase ........................................................  HHE-502A  HHE-502AB $20 .75
B read Plate C o ve r" ......................................................  HHE-503A  HHE-503AB $22 .00
B read Plate (S ta c k in g ) .............................................. HHE-504A  HHE-504AB $28 .00
Bread P la te .....................................................................  HHE-505A HHE-505AB $20 .50
•Covers supplied w ith  crosses unless knobs specified

GLASSES— clear, rounded inside, heavy b o tto m s
HHE-44 V A "  h i g h ................................................................................................... 12 fo r $6.95
HHE-55 1 W  h i g h ................................................................................................... 12 fo r  $6.95
HHE-66 1’A "  h ig h ................................................................................................... 12 fo r  $6.95

PLASTIC— Unbreakable , ligh tw e igh t, no ise less, clear 
H H E-164 V A "  h igh  (d is p o s a b le )   1 ,000 fo r  $17.00

C O M M U N IO N  BREAD— Th in, unleavened sections. Four-ounce box serves 500. 'A " x 
V2 " .  Po lye thy lene  inner co n ta ine r he lps hold  fre sh n ess  between uses.

H H U -1 6 5 ..............................................................................................................................Box $4 00
Add  5%  fo r handling and postage Prices subject to  change w ith o u t no tice

Allow  up to three weeks (after order received) for delivery of order.

ORDER N O W  FOR E A S T E R -M A R C H  2 6
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE PO Box 4 19527  •  Kansas City, MO 64141

FOR INFORMATION on Communion linens. Communion cup fillers, offering plates, and other related 
supplies, consult our 1989 Master Buying Guide. Free upon request.
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PH M fi CONGRESO REGIONAL OE L A  JU1/ENIUD NA/aaTT 
I  Of SPUES O f ESTO OLRRAMARE Ml fSPIRIEIl soBRf 

^ I A  TRI NI DAD TIAXCALA V VUtJum  15

Participants of the first NYI MAC Regional Congress held this past summer

FIRST NYI MAC 
REGIONAL CONGRESS

More than 300 young persons 
m et recen tly  in La T rin idad , 
Tlaxcala, Mexico, to  celebrate 
the first NYI MAC R egional 
Congress. Jonathan Salgado was 
the main speaker for this event, 
titled “Spiritual Celebration.” It 
attracted youth from the coun­

tries of Costa Rica. Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Mex­
ico. Salgado emphasized the im ­
portance of consecration on the 
part o f young people in their ser­
vice to Christ.

O th e r  a c t iv i t ie s  in c lu d e d  
group discussions, m orning de- 
votionals, friendship circles, a 
cultural hour for each country, 
Bible quizzing, a comedy hour.

and athletics. The Mexico Cen­
tral District took first place in Bi­
ble quizzing.

O ne o f the highlights o f the 
event was a tes tim ony  period 
that extended for two hours after 
one of the evening worship ser­
vices.

The celebration was directed 
by General NYI Council m em ­
ber, F rancisco  C ardona. Also

present for the event were R e­
gional Director Jerry Porter and 
family. □

— A W

GENERAL BOARD 
MEMBER RETIRES 
FROM INSURANCE 
POST

V e r n o n  E . 
Lunn, long-tim e 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  
G e n e ra l B oard , 
was honored  re­
cen tly  up o n  his 
re tire m en t from  

the Alexander H am ilton Life In­
su ra n c e  C o m p a n y  w here  he 
served as an executive for more 
than 23 years. He retires from the 
post o f senior vice president o f 
public affairs/corporate services.

“Surely the most powerful ser­
mon is that o f a life well lived, 
and that certainly is true in the 
case o f Vernon Lunn,” said Rich­
ard H. Headlee, Alexander H am ­
ilton Life president.

Lunn has served on the G en­
eral Board for alm ost 25 years. 
He and his wife, Carolyn, have 
moved from Michigan to Olathe. 
Kans. □

— A W

F eb ru ary
S e le c tio n LAYMEN’S TAPE CLUB

For Your Encouragement

Mail
Today

S id e  O n e
Bible Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

— John Corrigan  
Bible Study: Acts 2 

— Jam es R. Spruce  
“Christ Is Not a D isappoin tm ent"

— O live t N azarene University Choir 
D evotional Nuggets

S id e  Tw o
Bible Study: Isaiah 6:1-8 

— Richard Parrott 
“W hiter than  Snow”
Sunday School Reflections 

— G ene Van N ote

D a te . ACCOUNT NUMBER.

Y**l I, too. w a n t to  be  a  m em ber o f th e  LAYMEN'S TAPE CLUB. 
Unless prov iden tia lly  h indered, I c o m m it myself to  a  full year's 
subscription a n d  understand th a t unless I in d ic a te  a  c a n c e l­
la tion  in w riting, m y subscription will co n tin u e  indefin ite ly. 
C assette  tapes  a re  $3.98 per month, bu t will be  b illed qua r­
terly a t $11.94 plus 5% for hand ling  a nd  postage. All cas­
settes a re  g u a ra n te e d

SEND t o  _  

ADDRESS

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •  P.O. Box 4 1 9 5 2 7 , Kansas C ity, M O  64141
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11th Annual ANBP Convention
March 2-5, 1989, at the 

SHERATON on Harbor Island

f y A N  t  3 i e g o
Designed to inform and lend progressive direction to  the 
design and construction of church facilities.
Special Guest Speaker: Jim Bond, President, Point Loma Naz­
arene College

COST
(Includes two banquet meals, convention, 
workshops, and transportation for the tours.) 

Members $200 Nonmembers $230*
Spouse $100 Spouse $100

‘ Includes 1-year membership
A depos it is required w ith registration, $25,00 for par­
ticipants, $ 10.00 for spouses. Optional harbor cruise requires 
an additional $10.00 per person, paym ent to be m ade with 
the registration. The balance is due upon arrival.

Registrants are responsible for their own hotel accom m o­
dations. Reservations can be m ade a t the Sheraton on Har­
bor Island by calling 619-692-2265. ___—

0 \£ G O '
2-5 1989
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MEMO
to church board 
members:

Most churches will have at 
least one employee, the pas­
tor. Because the church be­
lieves in a God-called minis­
try and that G od directs a 
minister in his work for the 
Kingdom, the church cannot 
parallel industry  in all as­
pects of being an employer. 
However, the church board 
must act as a good employer 
in one very im portant area— 
that o f compensation for the 
m in ister and  local church 
staff.

T h e  m in im u m  goal o f  
each chu rch  should  be to 
provide their pastor with ad­
equate cash salary, parsonage 
and  u tilities  (or ad eq u a te  
housing allowance), full re­
im bursem ent for professional 
and business expenses, and 
appropriate employee bene­
fits such as a retirement fund 
(or equity fund) through the 
Nazarene tax-sheltered annu­
ity, hosp ita liza tion  for the 
family (and dental insurance 
if possible). G roup Term Life 
Insurance of up to $50,000 
(the maximum allowable by 
the IRS as a tax-free em ­
ployee benefit), full Social 
Security allowance, and an 
adequate vacation.

As a member o f the church 
board you will want to be­
come fam iliar with the tax 
im p l ic a t io n s  o f  b e in g  a 
church employer. IRS guide­
lines will indicate the differ­
ent responsibilities you have 
toward your ministerial em ­
ployees and your lay employ­
ees. The Pensions office has 
available a series o f church 
management memos to help 
church boards meet the legal 
and ethical requirem ents of 
being an employer. These are 
available upon request at no 
cost from the Board of Pen­
sions an d  B en efits  USA. 
6401 The Paseo. Kansas City, 
MO 64131.
B o ard  o f  P e n s io n s  a n d  B e n e fits  U S A

TAX RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE TO 
MINISTERS AND 
CHURCHES

The Pensions office has re­
viewed a num ber of tax helps 
available to assist ministers with 
tax preparation. Although there 
are many such helps available to­
day, some do not take into con­
sideration the tax implications of 
the polity of the Church of the 
Nazarene, which considers pas­
tors to be employees o f their local 
church.

The Pensions office recom ­
mends the following resources: 
Incom e Tax Law fo r  M inisters 
and Religious Workers, by B. J. 
W orth (B ak er Book H ouse); 
Church and Clergy Tax Guide, 
by Richard R. H am m ar (Chris­
tian M inistry Resources); Tax 
Planning for Clergy, by Manfred 
Hoick, Jr. C urrent editions are 
availab le  from  th e  N azarene 
Publishing House.

The videotape on tax laws and 
how they affect churches that was 
produced in 1987 is still available 
for purchase from the Pensions 
office ($20.00 includes first-class 
postage and handling.) A compli­
mentary copy was sent to each 
d is tr ic t o ffice  in  the  U n ited  
States in 1987 for use in zone 
workshops and as a lending li­
brary resource.

The videotape deals with the 
following topics: (1) income tax

filing for minsters. (2) payroll tax 
procedures for local churches, 
and (3) tax strategies for minis­
t e r s  a n d  c h u r c h e s .  L o c a l  
churches or church leaders inter­
ested in viewing the videotape 
may want to borrow it from their 
district office. Anyone wishing to 
secure their own copy may still 
purchase one from the Pensions 
office. □

CORRECTION
In  t h e  S t e w a r d s h i p  

H onor Roll statistics o f the 
December 15, 1988. Herald. 
the Northern Michigan Dis­
trict was om itted as having 
paid or overpaid all of their 
accepted  G enera l Budget 
for 1987-88.

November 5 -7 ,1 9 8 8 . was the annual SoloCon Directors' M eeting. Reports were  
received from each director about SoloCon '88. Plans w ere started for SoloCon 
’89. M em oria l Day SoloCons meet in Indiana, Oklahom a, and California M ay  
26-29. Virginia and Alabam a are the setting for Labor Day SoloCons Septem ber 
1-4. Pictured (I. to r., seated )a re  Linda Hardin, general coordinator; and M arilyn  
Clark, SoloCon East director. Standing (I. to r .)a re  Patti Reynolds, office assis­
tant; Jim Wilson, SoloCon W est director; Barbara Riddle, SoloCon M ideast di­
rector; Nadine Sadler. SoloCon M idwest director; and Jerry M urray. SoloCon 
South director.

October 18, 1988. 18 ladies from Missouri and Kansas met with Linda Hardin, W om en's M inistries coordinator. The 
purpose of the meeting was to determ ine the structure, needs, mission, and role of W omen's M inistries at the local and 
district levels. Ideas, help, and encouragement were shared.
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ring all the tithes into 
the storehouse so 
that there will be
food enough in my 
Temple; if you do,
/ will open the win­

dows of heaven for you and pour 
out a blessing so great you won't 
have room enough to take it in!

Try it! Let me prove it to you!
Malachi3:10, t l b

TITHE
ITS GOD 3  PLAIT FOR YOU

S T E W A R D S H I P  S E R V I C E S  • C H U R C H  O F  T H E  N A Z A R E N E



TSA AND IRA PLANS 
ARE IMPROVED

The Board of Pensions and 
B en e fits  USA v o ted  u n a n i­
mously to transfer the TSA and 
IRA plans and all their accounts 
from  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  
Northwestern National Life In­
surance Company to the adm in­
istration of The Minnesota M u­
tual Life Insurance Company of 
St. Paul, effective Jan u ary  1, 
1989.

Although the plans have been 
under con trac t with the same 
company for the past 25 years, 
the p rogram  has period ica lly  
been rebid from among the larg­
est insurance companies to keep 
it competitive. The M innesota 
Mutual Life Insurance Company

B e tte r yet, y o u r chu rch  m ay w ish  
to  have o u r rep resen ta tive  c o n ­
d u c t a W ills  S em inar Th e re  is no 

I charge, a ltho ug h  a fre ew ill o ffe r­
ing is s u g g e s te d  fo r  th e  rep re ­
s e n ta t iv e . O u r  re p re s e n ta t iv e  
may be c o n ta c te d  d irectly , o r you 

I_____________________

presented a proposal that offered 
many advantages over the pre­
vious plan administration. Also, 
the previous company indicated 
they w anted to  phase out this 
type of retirement plan adm inis­
tration.

The M innesota M utual Life 
In su ran ce  C o m p an y  has the 
highest ratings available from the 
independen t insurance rating  
groups in the nation. They have 
exhibited a very favorable inter­
est-crediting history and are able 
to offer the service necessary to 
meet the growing needs o f these 
plans. The transfer will enable 
over 5,000 participants and each 
new enrollee to enjoy the max­
im um  advantage o f favorable 
provisions of the IRS Code for 
these retirement plans. □

m ay c o n ta c t m e at he ad qua rte rs :

R ob e rt D. H em pel 
L ife  Incom e G ifts  S erv ices  
C hu rch  o f th e  N azarene 
6401 The Paseo 
K ansas  City, M O  64131

NAZARENES 
REPRESENTED AT 
CHURCH PENSIONS 
CONFERENCE

Dr. D ean Wessels, ad m in is­
trator of the Board of Pensions 
and Benefits USA, and Rev. Don 
Walter, administrative assistant, 
recently attended the 74th an ­
nual Church Pensions Confer­
ence held in New York City.

Pensions boards from nearly 
40 d e n o m in a tio n s  are re p re ­
sented at this annual conference, 
as well as other groups who spe­
cialize in pensions and denom i­
national health insurance plans. 
T h e  c o n fe re n c e  se rv es over
260,000 ministers and lay church 
employees.

The major concern of all de­
nom inations was how to cope 
with the continuing rise in health 
care costs nationwide. □

EIGHT DISTRICTS 
REACH PENSIONS AND 
BENEFITS GOALS FOR 
1987-88

Eight districts in the United 
States and Canada paid 100 per­
cent or more o f their Pensions 
a n d  B e n e f i t s  F u n d  fo r th e  
1987-88 assembly year, accord­
ing to Dr. Dean Wessels, adm in­
istrator of the Board o f Pensions 
and Benefits USA.

Regular districts achieving this 
goal include Alaska, Canada Pa­
cific, Hawaii Pacific, Maine. Sac­
ram en to . and  W estern  L a tin  
A m erican . M ission  d is tr ic ts  
reaching the 100 percent goal 
were Canada Quebec and South­
west Latin American. The West­
ern Latin American District led 
all districts again this year with 
103.26 percent. The Hawaii Pa­
cific District has paid in full or 
overpaid its Pensions and Bene­
fits Fund am oun t for 21 con ­
secutive years! The Alaska dis­
trict has paid at least 100 percent 
for 13 consecutive years.

There were 15 d istric ts that 
achieved status as a "95% dis­
trict.” They are Dakota. Eastern 
K e n tu c k y ,  G e o r g ia ,  I n d i ­
anapolis, Kansas City, Missouri, 
New E ngland, N orth  C en tra l 
Ohio, North Florida, Northwest 
Oklahoma, Philadelphia. South 
Carolina, Southern California, 
Tennessee, and Washington.

A total of 67 districts out of the 
84 United States and Canadian 
districts participating last year

REASONS 
WHY YOU 
NEED A WILL
1. Without a personal will, the 

State, not you, will deter­
mine to whom, and in what 
proportions, your assets will 
be distributed.

2. . . .  do you re a lly  need the 
other four reasons?!

W hy n o t w rite  fo r he lp  w ith  yo u r w ill today?  
Rev.
Mr.
M r s .________________________________________
M iss
A d d re s s ____________________________________

C it y ________________________________________

S ta te ________________________________________ Z ip .

Telephone ( ) ___________________________

B irth  D ate .
(M o n th ) (Day) (Year)

B irth  D ate o f S po use  .

paid 90 percent or more of their 
assembly year Fund amount.

The denom inational average 
for payment o f the Pensions and 
B e n e f i t s  F u n d  d u r i n g  th e  
1987-88 assembly year was 91.08 
p e rcen t. T he  d is tr ic ts  o f  th e  
United States paid an average of 
91.06 percent, and the districts of 
Canada paid an average of 92.04 
percent.

The P ensions and  B enefits 
Fund is vital since it currently 
provides a monthly pension for 
over 3,200 ministers and widows 
of ministers. Over one-third of a 
million dollars is mailed out each 
m onth to those qualifying for a 
m onthly pension. Nearly 12.000 
ministers are expecting a pension 
in future years and are depending 
upon the Pensions and Benefits 
Fund.

Since the Fund receives no al­
location from G eneral Budget 
monies, Wessels says full pay­
ment o f the Fund by each church 
on every district is extremely im ­
portant to  the m aintenance of 
the “Basic" Pension Program for 
retired ministers and widows of 
m in is te rs . A lth o u g h  reserv e  
funds are growing, they are not 
yet sufficient to meet the needs 
o f the  m any years o f  serv ice 
credit earned by ministers prior 
to the beginning of the "Basic" 
Pensions Program in 1971. □

Jeff Oster

NAZARENE MEMBER OF 
MCDONALD’S BAND

N azarene Jeff Oster. 19, has 
been selected as a m em ber of the 
1988 M cDonald's All American 
High School Band. O ster was 
chosen as one o f 104 elite musi­
cians from 3,700 nom inations 
across the nation. He is the son of
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John C. and Dee Oster. John 
serves as editor for Pensions and 
Benefits USA.

The high school senior, who 
plays the eu p h o n iu m  (w hich 
looks like a fat trum pet), per­
formed with the band in Macv's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade  in 
New York. They marched again 
in the Fiesta Bowl Parade De­
cember 31 and in the Rose Bowl 
Parade January 2.

A student at O lathe. Kans.. 
North High School, the young 
musician is also a mem ber of the 
instrumental ensemble at Olathe 
College Church. □

—NN

OUR 
COLLEGES AND 
SEMINARIES
RECENT SURVEY 
SHOWS MANY 
STUDENTS PREFER 
NAZARENE COLLEGES

In a nationwide survey o f high 
school seniors, a total o f 4,599 
say they would like to attend a 
Nazarene college.

T he 15th  a n n u a l  s u rv e y  
was conducted by the N ation­
al R esearch C en te r for C o l­
lege and University Admissions 
(NRCCUA). The nonprofit orga­
nization uses the research to de­
termine the attitudes and prefer­
ences of college-bound youth. 
Research Director Don M unce 
says the organization performs 
an important service for Chris­
tian educators.

The survey reaches 24,000 
public and private high schools. 
A record 907.000 1989 graduates 
—representing more than half of 
the U. S. college-bound popula­
tion—completed the voluntary 
survey.

During the most-recent five- 
year p e rio d , th e  fo l lo w in g  
numbers o f studen ts selected 
Nazarene as their den o m in a- 
tional-college preference: 2.692 
(1985), 6,299 (1986 ), 4 ,105  
(1987). 3,211 (1988), and 4,599 
(1989).

The survey also  asks s tu ­
dents to indicate their career 
preferences. The totals for re­
ligious-related careers are  as 
follows: C hristian  serv ices— 
1.747. m in is try /m issionary— 
1,907, and theologv/Bible studies 
-499 .

College and universities use

the results o f NRCCUA’s annual 
survey to identify students with 
specific college-type and  cu r­
riculum  preferences. Nazarene 
co lleg e s  th a t  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
NRCCUA’s student-recruitm ent 
services include Northwest Naz­
arene College, Olivet Nazarene 
U niversity , and  M idA m erica  
Nazarene College. □

MVNC BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES MEETS

In their annual fall meeting, 
N ovem ber 2-3. the B oard  o f 
Trustees o f M ount Vernon Naza­
rene College reviewed an educa­
tional leave program and build­
ing and m aintenance items. In 
a d d itio n , c o m m itte e s  o f  the 
Board on finance, buildings and 
grounds, faculty and education, 
and development met. President 
William J. Prince presented his 
annual report to the board at a 
board-faculty banquet. He was 
later unanimously reelected for 
his third four-year term.

The board approved a revised 
graduate assistance and educa­
tional leave program for faculty 
recom m ended by Dr. Jack A n­
derson, vice president for aca­
demic affairs. The development 
com m ittee reported gift income 
from 1987-88 of $2,954,955. Ap­
proxim ately 40 percent o f this 
was annual gifts from the Church 
o f the Nazarene for educational 
budgets.

T he bu ild ings and  g rounds 
co m m ittee  review ed m a in te ­
n a n c e  i te m s  c o m p le te d  in  
1987-88. They also reviewed the 
s ta tu s  o f  the ch ape l-fine  arts 
build ing now under construc­
tion. The 2,000-seat chapel and 
associated fine arts complex are 
expected to be completed by Sep­
tem ber 1. 1989.

The chapel will be named the 
R. R. Hodges Chapel-Auditori- 
um in honor o f the father o f a 
present board member. Mr. R. R. 
Hodges was an outstanding lay­
man who dedicated his life to ser­
vice in Nazarene education and 
church administration.

The finance com m ittee heard 
the annual audit report from Dr. 
S. P. Parry, vice president for fi­
nance and m anagem ent. The 
college had current fund revenue 
of $9,997,703 for 1987-88. It also 
operated with a balanced budget 
for the 15th consecutive year, 
and plant debt is at a historical 
low. am ounting to only 8 percent 
of plant assets. □

info rm a t'on

Sunsfrm e
‘lin e "

Beautiful floral expressions 
with personal sentiments and 
selected scriptures reflecting 
the joy of Easter. A thoughtful 
way to tell your shut-in 
friends I ’m thinking of you.”

FULL-COLOR,
luster coated, single fo ld  w ith  m a il­
ing envelope. 4?U"  x 63/>".
HHG-7539 Boxful o f 1 4 ! .................$3.95
A d d  5 %  fo r handling and postage 

Price subject to  change w ith o u t notice.

EASTER IS MARCH 26
ORDER NOW!

NAZARENE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 4 19527  •  Kansas City, M 0  64141
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NOW! PLAN NOW!
1989 Denomination-Wide

C o n t in u in g  
L a y  T r a in in g  

S t u d y  
For February and M arch

QomniisstOH Qwvh flantim

S O I l i l ' l - M *

O rder r  /  • , /  I Form

D a te .
P lease send item s as ind ica ted  be low :
 HH083-411-2744 G REAT C O M M IS S IO N  C H U R C H  P L A N T ­

ING STR ATEG Y— S tu d y  B o o k ...........................$ 3 . 5 0 __________
10% CLT discount on 5 o r more

 h h lg -2 0  LE A D E R 'S  G U ID E ..................................$ 1 .9 5 __________
 hhs-50oo S O U R C E  B O O K  . . . .  (ten ta tive ) $ 2 9 .9 5 _________

Total _________
Add 5% for handling and postage ___________

G R A N D  T O T A I___________
S H IP  TO :

C H E C K  o r M O N E Y  O R D E R  E nc losed  $_________________________
C H A R G E  (30-day) TO : D C h u rc h  HISS

________________________________________________(o ther) A c co u n t

A C C O U N T  N U M B E R ___________________________
C hurch  Loca tion  (c i ty )___________________________________________

(s ta te /p ro v in c e )_____________________________________________
C hurch  N a m e ___________________________________________________
Bill t o : _______________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM 
D a te _________________

C o u rs e : CLT U nit 168a
G rea t C om m iss ion  C hu rch  P la n ting  S tra te g y  

Text: GREAT COM MISSION CHURCH PLANTING STRATEGY 
E d ite d  b y  M ich ae l Ft. E s tep

C hurch N a m e ___________________________________________________
A d d re s s _________________________________________________________

D is tr ic t__________________________________________________________
E nro llm en t e s t im a te  B eg inn ing  d a te  N um ber s e s s io n s ___
C lass to  be he ld □  NYI ho u r □  W ednesday n ig h t  O th e r
S end R ep o rt B lank, R eg is tra tion  M ateria l to:

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E
P.O. B ox 4195 27 , K ansas City, M O  64141

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, 
CONTACT YOUR CLT DIRECTOR OR PASTOR

HH/189

NEWS OF 
EVANGELISM
OUTPOURING OF HOLY 
SPIRIT NOTED

S ev en  p e r s o n s  c o n fe s s e d  
Christ as Savior and 10 professed 
entire sanctification  when the 
Woodward, Okla.. church experi­
enced a “trem endous outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit." according to 
Pastor Mark Hollingsworth.

Rev. H ollingsw orth said the 
anointed preaching and singing 
of the Pfeifer Evangelistic Team 
reached ou t and  touched  no t 
only the members o f the Church 
of the Nazarene but people from 
other churches as well, who at­
tended the fall revival.

There was a total of 45 seekers 
at the altar during a week o f ser­
vices that saw an average week- 
night attendance of 175. □

FOR 
THE RECORD
MOVING MINISTERS
G A R Y  E. A ILLS  to  N ew  Le nox, III. 
K E N N E T H  D. A R D R E Y  fro m  T oron to  

(O nt.) K enedy R oad to  L e w is b u rg  (Pa.) 
C ro ss ro a d s  

D O N A LD  K. AULT, J r , fro m  R idgew ay, 
M ich., to  H igh land , M ich.

G E R A LD  A. AU S T IN  to  E d m o n to n  (A lta.) 
Beverly

K U R T  A. A YR E S  fro m  s tu d e n t, N BC , 
C o lo ra d o  S p rin g s , C o lo ., to  pastor, 
M end o ta , III.

LE O N A R D  B A C H IU  fro m  F o rt S a s ka tch ­
ew an. A lta ., to  R im bey, A lta .

J A M E S  F. B A R N E T T  f ro m  C h e ly a n .
W.Va., to  Teays Valley, W.Va.

JO S E P H  D. B A R S T O W E  fro m  stud en t, 
N B C , C o lo ra d o  S p r in g s , to  p a s to r  
C o lem an , Tex.

L A W R E N C E  O . B L IG H T  f ro m  E w a  
B e a c h . H a w a ii,  to  B o n n e y  L a k e , 
W ash.

W IL L IA M  M. B O N E E  fro m  B irm in g h a m  
(A la.) H u ffm a n  to  C ush ing , O kla. 

H O LL IS  B O S T O N  fro m  Van W ert, O hio, 
to  C o u n trys id e , O h io  

S T E V E N  E B O W L IN G  fro m  S u n rise , 
O h io , to  W e s tw o o d  (Ky.) T rin ity 

C H L E O  O. B R O W N  fro m  D ic k in s o n , 
N .Dak., to  M ilan , III.

G E R A L D  A. C A R N E S  fro m  W illia m s  
Lake, M ich., to  N ap e rv ille  (III.) T rin ity 

PAUL R. D IC K IN S O N  fro m  N iles, M ich..
to  E scana ba  (M ich .) M iss ion  

W. R IC H A R D  E A S T M A N  to  assoc ia te , 
B e th a n y  (O kla .) F irs t 

T O M  E. EVANS fro m  S an B en ito , Tex., to  
lo la  (K ans.) F irs t 

I. C H A R L E S  G ATES fro m  m is s io n a ry  to  
pastor, V ineya rd , N.J.

M IC H A L  M. G R E E N W O O D  fro m  pastor, 
W ea the rfo rd , Tex., to  assoc ia te , H o u s ­
to n  (Tex.) S p r in g b ra n c h  

K E IT H  E. G R O V E  fro m  P o r ts m o u th  
(O h io ) F irs t  to  a s s o c ia te .  C a n to n  
(O h io ) F irs t 

R U S S E L L  W. H A M ILTO N  fro m  pastor, 
R ed B lu ff, Calif., to  a ssoc ia te . F resno  
(Calif.) F irs t 

RAY R. H A N S O N  fro m  N ew ton , Iow a, to  
R idgew ay, M ich.

E U G E N E  H IL L  fro m  S ligo, Pa., to  S ou th  
W illia m spo rt, Pa.

FR E E M A N  T. H O D G IN S  fro m  H am ilton , 
O nt., to  R eyno ldsb u rg , O h io  

D O U G L A S  L. H U M A N  fro m  C o u n c il,  
Idaho, to  F o rt Sum ner, N .M ex. 

D O N LAY L. K IN G  to  Lo m a x . III. 
R IC H A R D  E. LE E  fro m  B ra d fo rd , O hio.

to  S ag in aw  (M ich .) C en tra l 
M A R K  W. M cC U IS T IO N  fro m  C o lo ra d o  

S p rin g s  (C o lo .) S e c u rity  to  T ip p  City, 
O h io

T IM O T H Y  LE E  M cD O N N E L L , s tud en t, 
to  pastor, M arion  (O h io ) K en s ing ton  

P ETE R  M A N G U M  fro m  a ssoc ia te , D ay­
ton , (O h io ) B ea ve rc reek  to  assoc ia te , 
H ow ell, M ich.

R U B E N  M A R IN E S  f ro m  L a P u e n te ,  
Calif., to  M cF a rland , Calif.

DAVID M E R E D IT H , s tu d e n t. NTS, K a n ­
sas C ity, to  pastor. La G ran ge  (Ky.) M is ­
sion

D O U G LA S  M. M IL L S  to  P anam a C ity  
(Fla.) F irs t

T O N Y  G. M O O R E  fro m  pastor, S h ip - 
p e n sb u rg . Pa., to  ch ap la in , Topeka, 
K ans.

J A M E S  H. M U L L IN S  fro m  C ap is trano .
Calif., to  S o u th  P o rtlan d , Me.

K E V IN  O 'C O N N O R  fro m  B on n e y  Lake.
W ash., to  P o rt O rchard , W ash.

M A R K  PAGE fro m  evange lism  to  pastor. 
D arbyda le , O h io

CH Lowell Moore was recently promoted to Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) In the U. S. 
Army. Shown (I. to r .)a re  CH (COL) Schumaker; CH (LTC) Moore: his w ife. Betty: 
and their daughter. Dawn. Their other daughter, Leslie, is a sophomore at Olivet 
Nazarene University. CH Moore pastored the main post chapel for 2 'h  years and 
is presently the Resource M anager for chapels on all arm y posts in Alaska.
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RICHARD E. PATM ORE fro m  B lo o m s- 
burg, Pa„ to  P o rtsm o u th  (O h io ) F irs t 

PAUL M. PHIPPS fro m  B ickne ll, Ind., to  
Shelbyville, Tenn.

F. KENNETH PULTS to  F o rks  (W ash.) 
M ission

JOHN E. R E M M E N G A  fro m  D arbyda le , 
Ohio, to  Jackson , O h io  

BARNEY I  R IC H A R D S O N  fro m  evan ­
gelism to  p a s to r Shelby, O h io  

PAUL W. RINES to  F airfie ld , Me. 
KENNETH R. R ID E N  fro m  C le rm o n t, 

Ind., to  R ichm ond  (Ind.) S t. Paul 
MAX M. R O D A S  to  C le ve la n d  (O h io ) 

Bethel
LeROY RO TZ fro m  assoc ia te , Tem ple 

(Tex.) F irst to  pastor, P onca  C ity  (O kla .) 
First

JERRY E. SATHER to  E d ison , N.J. 
RICHARD H. S M IT H  fro m  evange lism  to  

pastor, N orth  M iam i Beach , Fla.
BILLY E. VAUGHN, s tu d e n t, N B C , C o lo ­

rado S p rin g s , C o lo ., to  a s s o c ia te ,  
Monterey (Calif.) P en insu la  

KENNETH W. W AD E fro m  m is s io n a ry  to  
pastor, Casper, W yo.

DAVID L. W E IT Z  fro m  pas to r, V a lle jo  
(Calif.) H illcrest to  assoc ia te , E lkha rt 
(Ind.) First

BARRY G. W H E T S TO N E  fro m  F lush ing , 
N.Y., to  M id land (M ich .) C o m m u n ity

MOVING MISSIONARIES
REV. DON and LU C Y C R E N S H A W ,' D o ­

minican R epublic , F u rlough  address: 
700 Sou th 18 th  St., B lue  S p rin g s , M O  
64015

REV. ED U AR D O  and  BEV ER LY  G O N ­
ZALEZ, S AM  R eg iona l O ffice , F ield 
address: C .P 12581 S a n ta  A m aro , 
CEP 04798  Sao Paulo, S P  B raz il 

REV. C H R IS T O P H E R  a n d  S U S A N  
GRUBE, H oly Land, F ie ld  a d d re ss : 
P.O. Box 1567. N azare th . Israe l 16 000  

DR. TERRY and S U SA N  H A L l , ' S w a z i­
land, Field address: P.O. B ox  14, M an- 
zini, Swaziland 

REV. TED and M IM A  H U G H E S , S A M  
Regional O ffice , F ie ld ad dre ss : C as illa  
4964, S ucursa l 11, C C I, Q u ito , E c ­
uador

MISS LINDA M O W E R Y ,' S o u th  A frica  
(ACC), Field address: P.O. B o x  21 847 , 
Helderkruin 1733, R e p u b lic  o f S ou th  
Africa

DR. HARRY and D E B O R A H  W IE S E ,' 
Swaziland, F urlough ad dre ss : 12 3 5 7  
Carinthia Dr.. W hittier, C A  90601

'Specialized A ss ig nm en t P ersonne l

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

W ILLIS “ D U AN E” KEE SE E , 44, Nov. 
21, Yukon, O kla. S urv ivo rs : w ife  D onna; 
daughters Darla, D eanna; tw o  b ro the rs ; 
one sister; and his pa ren ts .

FANNIE W AHL, fo rm e rly  o f W arw ick , 
R.I., 89. N ov 23, La faye tte , R. I. In te r­
ment: Paw tucket, R. I. S u rv ivo rs : sons 
Howard, Edw ard, C ap t. N orm an ; th re e  
grandchildren; fo u r g re a t-g ra ndch ild ren .

HAROLD E. W E S T LU N D , 86 , Sept. 
10, P h o e n ix , A r iz .  S u r v iv o r s :  w i fe  
Gladys; son H aro ld J.; d a u g h te r A lona  
Jordan; six g randch ild ren ; e ig h t g re a t­
grandchildren; tw o  sis te rs .

BIRTHS
to REV. D O N ALD  P. A N D  E L IZ A B E T H  

(SCHAFER) BU ER ER , O livehurs t, Calif., 
twin girls. Kathryn E lizabe th  and Patric ia  
Janeann, Dec. 3 

to D E N N IS  A N D  T W IL A  (A R E Y ) 
CUSHING, M elvin V illage, N.H., a  girl, 
Felecia Niccole, O ct. 11 

to THOMAS W. A N D  JA N E  (C O LE )

M IC H A E LS , K an sas C ity, M o., a b o y  D a­
v id  Ja m e s, Nov. 29

to  H E N K  A N D  D IA N E  (M U R P H Y ) PIE- 
TE R S K E , S o u th  A frica , a boy, N icho las 
H endrik , A ug . 23

ANNIVERSARIES
C A R L  E. A N D  H E LE N  (L IT T LE ) M A ­

LO N E  o f M on tpe lie r, O h io , ce le b ra te d  
th e ir 5 0 th  w e d d in g  an n ive rsa ry  O ct. 29, 
1988. T he y  w e re  ho n o re d  a t an  open  
h o u se  on  O ct. 30 , 1988, g iven by  th e ir 
fam ily. T he y  have e ig h t ch ild ren : Lo isA nn  
W righ t, Bill, J im , Ron, M arg ie  Gill, S usan 
H a rring ton , Phillip, and  C aro l C ou rtney ; 
22  g rand ch ild re n ; and 13 g re a t-g ra n d ­
ch ild ren. T he y  are  ac tive  m em b e rs  o f the  
M o n tp e lie r church .

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTEN­
DENTS— O ffice : 6401 T he  Paseo, K an­
sas  City, M O  64 1 3 1 . E ug ene  L. S tow e , 
C h a irm a n ;  R a y m o n d  W. H u rn , V ic e  
C ha irm a n ; Jo h n  A. K n igh t, S ec re ta ry ; 
W illiam  M. G re a thou se ; Je ra ld  D. J o h n ­
son.

In the Popular 
Dialog Series

f S k  C M M a m im a  I

Crooked
World

Christians 
in a Crooked World
H ow  to live like C hris t in a 
world that lives like the devil. 
Topics include entertainment, 
lust, social drinking, and other 
moral issues.
Leader's Guide h h o 8 3 - 4 i 1 -2043

$1.95
Pupil B O O k  H H 0 8 3 -4 1 1-2035

S2.95
Add 5% for handling and postage 

Prices subject to change without notice

The O ther Adult 
Sunday School Lessons

Ava ilab le  fro m  yo u r

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P 0  Box 419527 

Kansas City. M 0  64141

EWS OF RELIGION
SATANIC CRIME ON THE RISE,
SAY POLICE, OCCULT EXPERTS.

Satanic activity and  related crim es are on the increase n a tio n ­
wide, acco rd ing  to  police an d  experts  on  th e  occult. Police 
around  the country  are also beginning to  connect m any crim es 
to  a satanic influence as they learn to  recognize certain  signs and 
sym bols found at the scene o f  m any crimes. Such signs and  sym ­
bols have gone largely unm entioned  until recent years,

“Satanism  is a problem , it is growing, and it will con tinue  to 
be a problem ,” says Sergeant Jon Hinchliff, head o f a special 
d iv ision  o f  the M inneapo lis  police, specializing in satan ism . 
Hinchliff, w ho has had con tac t w ith organizations and  experts 
a round  the country  w hich specialize in satanism , says he has 
found th a t “ it is occurring in every state in this country  including 
Hawaii and Alaska.” M any m unicipal law enforcem ent agencies 
have added special investigative d epartm en ts devoted specifi­
cally to  satanic crime.

H inchliff becam e interested in satanic crim e about 18 m onths 
ago as reports o f strange crim es increased radically. "It was an 
area com ing to  our a tten tio n — cult and  occult crimes. We were 
receiving reports o f strange activities and began to  investigate. 
We talked to  clergy, m ental health professionals, teachers, and 
from there it’s absolutely gone crazy,” he says.

People involved w ith satanism  are looking for a way to  take 
contro l o f  their lives, according to Ted Schwartz, au th o r o f  a book 
titled Satanism , a com pilation  o f  five years o f  historical research 
and  interviews w ith law officers, religious groups, Satan w orship­
ers, psychologists, and  victim s o f  satanic crimes. Schw artz says it 
is this desire for contro l th a t satanists have in com m on  w ith 
those involved w ith the New Age M ovem ent.

“The m otivation  is the same,” explains Schwartz. “To play god. 
to  be god— som ething where the individual is seeking this kind 
o f  control." U nlike the belief system o f the C hristian  faith, which 
teaches the C hristian “to give o f  h im self for others, satanists w ant 
to  take o f others to give to  them selves," says Schwartz.

Teenagers are the m ost likely to becom e involved in satanism , 
although there are satanists from  every age-group and  socio­
econom ic class, according to  Hinchliff, w ho says he has noticed 
a strong satanic influence in heavy m etal m usic, w hich appeals 
largely to  teens. Teens are also m ore likely than  adults to  dabble 
in satanism , and often are involved at one level w ithout being 
aware tha t o ther levels exist th a t include crim inal activity ranging 
from anim al sacrifice to  hum an  sacrifice,— EP News

HOME OF THE APOSTLE PETER 
DISCOVERED BY ARCHAEOLOGISTS

A rchaeologists recently unearthed  w hat they believe was once the 
A postle Peter’s house in C apernaum . The Bible indicates that 
this was a place tha t Jesus stayed, taught, and  conducted  healings, 
including the healing o f  Peter's mother-in-law.

This and o ther archaeological discoveries prove tha t “Jesus did 
exist, and  we know m ore about him  than  about alm ost any o ther 
Palestinian Jew before 70 A .D . , ”  said Jam es H. Charlesw orth, a 
professor at P rinceton Theological Sem inary and  au th o r o f Jesus 
W ithin Judaism .

C harlesw orth said the discovery o f Peter’s hom e substantiates 
accounts given in the New T estam ent G ospels tha t som e scholars 
had questioned. T he house dates to  about 60 B.C . and contains 
etched crosses, a boat, and  m ore than  100 Greek. A ram aic, Syr­
iac. Latin, and Hebrew sym bols on the walls from second and 
th ird  century C hristians who venerated the site. R itualistic po t­
tery and fishhooks were also found there.— EP News
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NAZARENES IMPACTED 
BY DEVASTATION IN 
SOVIET ARMENIA

A num ber o f N azarene A r­
menians worshiping in Southern 
California have reported family 
and friends killed or missing in 
the afterm ath of the devastating 
earthquake that struck Soviet Ar­
menia December 7.

O ne lady, who a ttends Pas­
adena Armenian Church, lost all 
but 1 of 40 family members in 
the quake. An estimated 25 fami- 
l ie s  in  th e  fo u r  A rm e n ia n  
churches on the Los Angeles Dis­
trict were impacted by the loss of 
relatives or friends.

Southern California, with an 
estimated Armenian population 
of around 400,000, has the larg­

est concentration of Armenians 
ou ts ide  o f the Soviet U nion. 
There are an estimated 400 per­
sons in N azaren e  A rm en ian  
churches on the Los Angeles Dis­
trict.

A telethon organized in just 24 
hours during the weekend after 
the catastrophe raised $3 million 
in relief aid in Southern Califor­
nia.

G lendale A rm enian Church, 
under the leadership o f Pastor 
Habib Alajaji. raised $2,000 for 
re lief in one w orship  service. 
O th e r  N a z a re n e  A rm e n ia n  
churches responded similarly. 
Los Angeles District Superinten­
dent Paul Benefiel wrote a letter 
to all of the pastors on his district 
encouraging them to contribute 
to  the A rm en ian  re lief effort

through Nazarene Com passion­
ate M inistries. C om passionate 
Ministries has offered to match 
all of the funds contributed for 
A rmenian relief up to $25,000.

"N azarenes have been con ­
tacting us to see what they can do 
to help the people o f Armenia,” 
said Steve Weber, Com passion­
ate Ministries coordinator.

“True believers have always 
gotten the short end of the stick 
in Armenia." said M ihran Ku- 
peyan, who pastors the Pasadena 
Armenian Church and is a case 
w orker w ith A rm enian im m i­
g ran ts  in his c o m m u n ity  for 
World Relief. “They are discrim i­
nated against in the best of times, 
so we want to make sure that any 
money raised gets into the hands 
of evangelicals."

The com m unities o f Spitak 
and Leninakan were devastated 
by the quake. Thousands of bod­
ies lay stacked in family groups 
in wooden or cardboard coffins 
on frozen sidewalks and fields in 
the days after the incident. An es­
tim ated  55,000 were k illed— 
c ru sh e d  to  d e a th  in hom es, 
schools, and offices.

Nazarene layman Ron Post of 
S alem , O reg.. an d  h is re l ie f  
g ro u p . N o r th w e s t  M e d ic a l 
Teams, participated in providing 
relief assistance to Armenia. The 
Canada Executive Board has also 
been involved in coordinating re­
lief efforts from interested Naza­
renes across the country.

Persons who wish to help may 
send contributions to the Naza­
rene Hunger and Disaster Fund. 
Checks should be made payable 
to  N o rm a n  O . M i l l e r  a n d  
m arked "for A rm enian relief."

□
— .v.v

HURRICANE LEAVES 
NAZARENE FAMILIES 
HOMELESS

Hurricane Joan tore through 
the already war torn country of 
N icaragua recently. The storm  
left 79 Nazarene families hom e­
less with nothing but the clothes 
on their backs.

S tuden ts from  Poin t Lom a 
Nazarene College have respond­
ed to the emergency in Nicaragua 
by providing clothes, "survival 
kits,” and contributions. Novem­
ber 18, Bob Prescott from Naza­
rene Com passionate Ministries 
a d d re ssed  th e  PLNC ch ap e l 
audience. His sobering sum mary 
o f cond itions in th a t coun try  
brought an immediate, compas­

sionate response from the college 
community. The PLNC student 
body to date has collected over 
$6,000 and will soon pack 441 
boxes with badly needed clothes 
for a total o f 15,000 pounds of 
garments to be sent to the devas­
tated area.

The 79 homeless families will 
benefit from all the student ef­
forts. Im m ediately each family 
will receive a “survival kit" con­
sisting of a ham m er, saw, m a­
c h e te .  h o e . ax . p o ts .  p a n s , 
flatware and blankets. This par­
ticular aid is critical due to the 
toll that a 2,000% inflation rate 
this year has exacted on the Nic­
araguan economy. These families 
a n d  o th e rs  w ill a lso  receive  
clothes and other assistance from 
the students. □

T h irty -T h ird  A n nua l E d ition

M IN IS T E R 'S  G U ID E  

fo r

1 9 8 8  In c o m e  T ax

by C onrad Teitell, LL.B., LL .M

BOARD OF PENSIONS AND BENEFITS USA
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

6401 THE PASEO 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64131

1988 TAX BOOKLETS TO 
BE MAILED TO U.S. 
MINISTERS

During January, the Board of 
Pensions and Benefits USA will 
mail to active m inisters in the 
United States, booklets that give 
guidance for the preparation of 
1988 income tax forms.

The Minister's Guide for 1988 
Income Tux has been prepared 
by tax specialist Conrad Teitell. It 
gives cu rren t in fo rm a tio n  on 
how a minister reports income 
an d  ex p en ses . All m in is te rs  
should read this booklet carefully 
before preparing their tax forms.

Any minister who has not re­
ceived this booklet by February 
10, may request one by writing to 
the Pensions office, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City. MO 64131.

Also available upon request is 
another o f Teitell’s publications, 
titled M inister's Parsonage A l­
low ance a n d  S o c ia l S e c u r ity  
Guide. □

M m / m ?

HELP US 
KEEP YOUR 
PERIODICALS 
COMING BY:

SENDING LABEL FROM 
EACH PUBLICATION 
SHOWING OLD ADDRESS

PLEASE ATTACH LA B E L 
FROM M O S T  RECENT ISSUE

2
N a m e . 
Street . 
City _

GIVING US YOUR 
NEW ADDRESS IN  
SPACE PROVIDED BELOW

D a te _______________

S ta te /P ro v in ce ____________________________Z ip .
NOTE: A llo w  up to s ix  weeks fo r p rocessing  address change.

M a il to: SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 419527, Kansas City, M 0 64141
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OFFICIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Christian Holiness Association 
National Convention will convene at Indi­
anapolis, Indiana, Adams Mark Hotel, for its 
one hundred twenty-first annual con­
vention, April 18-20, 1989. The Church of 
the Nazarene may send 50 official repre­
sentatives to that convention.

I am authorized to issue a call for vol­
unteer ministers and laymen at large who 
wish to be delegates for the Church of the 
Nazarene to this convention and attend 
without expense to the General Board.

If you are interested, please submit 
your name, address, and the local church of 
which you are a member to the General 
Secretary, Church of the Nazarene, 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131. From 
the names submitted, the delegation will be 
selected and notified on or about March 1,
1 989. B. E D G A R  J O H N S O N , G enera l S e c re ta ry

JATE NEWS
CHURCH IN 
MOZAMBIQUE GROWS 
DESPITE ADVERSITY

The Church of the Nazarene in 
Mozambique is one of the fast­
est-growing areas of the denom i­
nation, despite the civil war that 
continues there, accord ing  to 
Robert Scott, World Mission Di­
vision director who recently re­
turned from a visit to that south­
eastern African nation.

During his tour, Scott visited 
with Nazarenes in refugee camps 
in the northern section o f the 
country and met with indigenous 
leaders.

"It was exciting to be in a ser­
vice at the Red Star Sports arena 
in Maputo,” said Scott. "M ore 
than 3,000 Nazarenes gathered 
together to worship, and more 
would have been there if  the 
transportation system were bet­
ter."

At least five churches in the 
Mozambique capital o f M aputo 
have a weekly attendance that 
exceeds 600. Scott participated 
in the ground-breaking for a new 
building that will serve the M ap­
uto Central Church. It will ac­
commodate 2.000 people.

Physician Gary Morsch, presi­
dent of the N azarene H ealth  
Care Fellowship, was also  in 
Mozambique recently to  assess 
the medical situation for Naza­
rene Compassionate Ministries.
"I was privileged to visit with Dr. 
Anse Bomba, a N azarene lay­
man who is the director o f health 
for his province of about l mil­
lion." added Morsch. “He indi­
cated that the leaders o f his coun-

MARK GRAHAM
Reporter
N azarene N ew s Service

try are very open to any assist­
ance we can give.”

A g u e r r i l l a  w a r  h a s  d e ­
stabilized the nation since Mo­
zambique declared its indepen­
dence in 1975.

Some 4 to 5 million of M o­
zam bique 's 14 m illion people 
have been displaced from the ru­
ral areas by the war. About 1 mil­
lion are refugees in camps in the 
neighboring coun tries o f M a­
lawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa, 
and Swaziland. Some Nazarene 
laym en and pastors have been 
victims o f the war. An estimated
100.000 have been killed in Mo­
zambique in the past six months. 
A m ajor problem is starvation 
caused by the systematic destruc­
tion of crops by terrorists.

"It is a sobering and inspiring 
thing to see the Christian dedica­
tion of these people despite the 
te rro rs  th a t they  daily  face,” 
added Scott.

The division director also vis­
ited churches in Malawi. Z im ­
babwe. South Africa, Kenya, and 
India during his recent trip.

There were 12.487 members of 
the Church of the Nazarene on 
the five districts o f Mozambique 
in 1988— an increase o f 2,304 
members (22.63%) from the pre­
vious year.

The Church of the Nazarene is 
a main conduit for providing aid 
to the people o f  M ozam bique 
from a variety of organizations as 
a result o f the church’s existing 
in frastruc tu re  in the country. 
This includes World Relief, the 
relief arm of the NAE, and vari­
ous Canadian funding agencies.

Videos and 16-mm films pre­

pared by World Relief on the cri­
sis in M ozambique are available 
from NPH. □

—v.v

THOMPSON OUT OF 
COMA

Virginia D istrict Superinten­
dent Charles L. Thom pson has

come out o f the coma where he 
lingered for more than a month. 
Thom pson, who with his wife, 
Mary, was severely injured in a 
head-on autom obile crash No­
vember 7, had been in a coma 
since the accident. He now is able 
to recognize and com m unicate 
with visitors. He is in the rehabil­
itation unit at Medical College of 
Virginia.

Mrs. Thompson was released 
from the hospital Decem ber 8 
and is recuperating at her home 
in Richmond.

— ,V V

FORMER D.S. SUFFERS 
HEART ATTACK

J. Ted Holstein, 62, former su­
perin tenden t o f the Kentucky 
District, is reportedly doing well 
follow ing open heart surgery. 
Holstein had a quintuple bypass 
D ecem ber 8 a fte r  suffering a 
heart attack the previous day.

H olstein  resigned from  the 
post as su p erin ten d en t o f the 
Kentucky D istrict in October. 
He and his wife, Geneva, now' 
live in Cincinnati.A Nazarene congregation that worships in a brush arbor at a refugee camp in the northern province of Tete in M ozambique
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NEW A t i l / e n a s
MUSICREATIONS

Service Music

COME BEFORE HIM
Tom Fettke SATB arrangements for 
service openings, closings, and prayer 
responses for all seasons. A w orthy 
successor to  Alleluia and Amen. This is 
a highly practical anthology o f strong 
arrangements. The 75 selections In ­
clude “ Come Before Him,”  “ Majesty,”  
“ Open Our Eyes, Lord,”  “ The Heavens 
Are Telling,”  “ Now Sing We joyfully 
unto God.”

h h m b -5 9 3  Songbook....................... $5.45

H H T A -9 0 9 7 C  Stereo Cassette................ $8.98

H H L -9 0 9 7 C  Book/Cassette..............$ 13.45

NOTE: Information on accompaniment tapes (reel and 
cassette), accompaniment compact disc, and orches­
tration for the above three selections available upon 
request.

Add  5%  fo r handling and postage 

Prices subject to  change w ith o u t no tice

Resurrection Praise

S  N ew  for Easter!

ROCK OF FAITH
Mosie Lister brings together 16 songs 
o f Resurrection faith in 9 full arrange­
ments. This is moderately easy SATB 
choir material that includes participa­
tion by children’s choir and optional 
congregational involvement. Some of 
the songs are “ Crown Him w ith  Many 
Crow ns,”  “ The O ld Rugged Cross 
Made a D ifference,”  “ The Love o f 
God,”  “ W o rthy  Is the Lamb,”  “ He 
Lives.”  One narrator.

H H M E -3 9  Songbook........................$4.95

H H T A -9 0 9 8 C  Stereo Cassette................ $8.98

H H L -9 0 9 8 C  Book/Cassette..............$ 12.95

/  Male Ensembles

FIND US FAITHFUL
A Joseph Linn collection for male en­
semble or choir in 2-part and 4-part 
arrangements in a variety o f styles—  
contemporary, standard, traditional 
gospel, and southern. Any size group 
can master these 22 full arrangements 
o f 26 songs. Includes “ Majesty,”  “ And 
Can It Be?”  “ He Giveth More Grace,”  
“ The W onder o f It A ll,”  “ Find Us 
Faithful,”  “ The Love of God.”  Lovely 
demo and full orchestral trax.

h h m b - 5 9 8  Songbook........................$5.45

H H T A - 9 I0 IC  Stereo Cassette (double) $ 10.98 

h h l - 9 i o i c  Book/Cassette.............. $ 15.45

For information on the complete Lillenas line including other Easter-related music, drama, and resources for 
Mother’s/Father’s/Children’s Day, consult the 1989 Lillenas Sacred Musicatalog. Free upon request.

FIND  
US 

FAITHFUL

FOA PMlfc V O iJ fS

e>Y JOTCPH t

$ m i mum m  m o m
m  ALL SEASONS

Arranged f i r  SAUB Chair by Tan Ffttte

Available N O W  from your 
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, P.O. Box 419527, Kansas City, MO 64141

ARRANGED BY" MOSIE LISTER


