27 November 2024

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

WEEK 1

HOPE

Over the coming weeks of the season leading up to Christmas, traditionally known as
Advent, NMI Central will introduce our readers to some of the unique traditions that
are kept across the global Church of the Nazarene. Typically, in the Western Church
tradition, Advent is celebrated during the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, and speaks words of hope, love, joy, and peace. In the Eastern Church
tradition, the month of December is a preparation for the celebration of Christmas that
occurs after the New Year, on the 6th of January, known as Epiphany. During each of
the next five weeks, NMI Central will also include a Kids Kaleidoscope focused on the
words that mark each week.
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Advent began with anticipation and preparation over many generations. It was focused
on hope, expressed through prayer for the coming Messiah. The hope of the people of
God was that the long wait would soon be over. The world, so long in darkness, was
ripe for destruction or redemption. Thankfully, God chose to redeem!

Whether you light an Advent candle wreath, or you choose to place a star on top of the
church, your home, or tree, hope is often represented by a light that breaks through
the darkness. To learn more about how people prepare for the Christmas season
around the world check out the Advent Kids Kaleidoscope, a special NMI Central

supplement created to help children, youth, and adults learn more about our Nazarene
family around the world.
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Enjoy this wonderful season of Advent, Christmastide, and Epiphany. Though we may
celebrate in different ways, we are united in this: Christ is the center of Christmas.
Turn your focus to Him, and as the angels sang, “Rejoice!”

Did You Know?
Christmastide is the period from Christmas Eve to Epiphany.
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Click here to download the rest of Kids Kaleidoscope for Week
#1 of Advent as we learn about different Christmas decorations
around the world that remind us of the hope of Christmas.

PRAYER

e Pray for the many around the world who have this year
found hope difficult to hold on to, in the terror of wars in
Russia and Ukraine, and in the Middle East.

e Pray that hope may be restored as churches and districts
send aid to those in need following the catastrophic storms
that have hit the Southeastern United States.

PRAISE

e Praise God for the global Nazarene family that has responded
to various crises throughout 2024 and have been generous in
their giving to help those most impacted.

e Praise God for His faithfulness to those who have felt the
greatest losses in their lives, and to those who have
endeavored to help restore hope in hard-hit areas.

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to participate in His mission?
For more information, click here.

NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive.
To read previous editions, click here.
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https://opportunities.nazarene.org/
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/RF8nSPD3GLq67aB
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/zQg7WmzpbieaNN2
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/zQg7WmzpbieaNN2

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



