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Alabaster Offering

While we do not have fixed times when churches receive Alabaster offerings, many
Nazarene churches across the globe will be receiving an Alabaster offering during the
month of September. There will be coins, notes, electronic giving, and QR codes—all
pointing to one purpose: laying foundations where people worship, heal, and learn.

On Saturday, June 29th, 2024, many Nazarenes joined in celebrating the 101st
Anniversary of the IBN-Instituto Biblico Nazarneno (Nazarene Biblical Institute) in
Coban, Guatemala, and its new status as a Nazarene historic site. The occasion also
marked the 75th Anniversary of the completion of the building using Alabaster funds.
This was the denomination’s first Alabaster project.
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At the June 2023 General Assembly, Coban IBN was approved as a historic site, so a
special plaque was unveiled by the general superintendent Dr. Gustavo Crocker, a
native son of Guatemala, to commemorate this wonderful occasion. Many local,
district, regional, and global church leaders were present, including Rev. Jim Ritchie,
Global Missions director. He said:

“l have always loved the vision and heart behind Alabaster, and as a Regional
Director and now Global Missions Director, it has been so moving and exciting to see
the end results of the church’'s sacrificial and joyful giving to Alabaster become a
physical reality. | would encourage all Nazarene churches everywhere to play their
part in Alabaster giving, as it really makes a difference. | also want to thank all local
pastors and NMI leaders for keeping Alabaster at the forefront of the church'’s hearts
and minds as they give their own gift to Jesus as he builds his church in this
wonderful and unique way.”

Global NMI (Nazarene Missions International) director Lola Brickey shares:

“Coban Guatemala holds a special place in the hearts of all NMI leaders because it
was where the first building was constructed with the help of Alabaster funds 75
years ago. While they were the first, gratefully, they are not the last. Since then,
millions of quetzals, pesos, pounds, euros, rands, dollars, and other funds have been
given, and countless projects have been undertaken. | am so grateful that Nazarenes
around the world have continued to give sacrificially and faithfully to Alabaster
offerings.”

Alabaster helps give longevity to the presence and purpose of Nazarene missions. The
story of Alabaster continues to be written through transformed lives on every region.
Thank you for giving through Alabaster!

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to participate in His mission?
For more information, click here.

NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive.
To read previous editions, click here.
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