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The Age of Ministerial Efficiency

ORTUNATELY no church by specific legislative en- scrutiny and revision, the majority of opinion was that the
actment has specified any special age limit to ministe- list as it stood represented the four hundred greatest men of
na\ efficiency. But there is a practite in nearly all the world’s history. Then there was appended the age,of

churches pursued by church boards, pulpit committees each man when his supreme work was wrought. Then the
and such bodies, which has practically created an age limit

for this efficiency. In seekng a pastor the age lS the chief
thing about which these committeés concern themselves. In
ascertaining the age of some preacher recomimended to them,
if they find he has reached fifty, the almost invariable state-
‘ment is, “Our church needs a young man.” And they con-
tinue their search until they find a younger man.

There are several evils connected with this foolish ten-
dency to put an undue premium upon mere youthfulness,
and wholly ignoring the merit of age and experience. In the
first place, it is a gross injustice to the older preachers. If
the reply is made that the older preachers had not kept up
by faithful study, the answer is ready. It is possible to find
young' preachers who have never learned to study. We
simply insist and demand that merit and not such adventi-
tious matters as age, should be the determining criterion in
settling such matters. We are equally opposed to turning
down a man because he is young and giving preference to
another because he is older. Mere length of service is not
in itself a sufficient guaranty of the superior ability of a
preacher.

Another objection we make to this practice is, that it
proceeds upon an entirely false assumption as to the facts
of ministerial achievement by the two classes of ministers—
old and young.

It will be remembered by our readers, that some years
ago, one Dr. Osler, suggested the chloroforming of all men - .
at the age of forty years. He did this upon the hypothesis The Popular MagaZlnes

that men had passed their age bf efficiency in any line of T IME was when magazines were considered a high

list was arranged according to decades of age,

" Now note the results in‘summaryy It was found that the
decadefof years between sixty and seventy contained thirty-
five E; cent of the world’s greatest achievements; between
the ages of seventy and eighty, twenty-three per cent; and
the years after eighty, six per cent. In other words, sixty-
four per cent of all the greatest things of the world have
been accomplished by men who have passed their sixtieth
year of age. Also, this survey shows that twenty-five per
cent of the world’s greatest achievements were wrought by
men between fifty and sixty years of age. Thus léaving
only eleven per cent to be attributed to the period below the
age of fifty. Such are the disclosures made by Doctor Dor-
land in his volume “The Age of MentaI'Viri]ity.”

What a rebuke these incontrovertible facts should be to
this tendency to depreciate ministers of fifty or sixty years,
purely on account of their age, when it is a fact that sixty-
four percent of the world’s greatest deeds were the product
of men past sixty. Why should not many men, called and
empowered by God to preach, do their best work at sixty or
even seventy years of age? Certainly our position is im-
movable, and it is wholly unjust and unreasonable to retire,
ministers upon the mere ground of having reached fifty or
sixty years of age or even more. Base your decisions on
merit alone. '
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service at forty years. The absurdity of his position was .class of literature. They carried a dignified, clean
patent to every thoughtful man, when he made it public. " class of fiction and served a purpose in the social,

But the utter folly of it was absolutely proven soon after he economic, literary and scientific world supplied by no other
announced it by a careful investigation which was made by class of literature. They have practically abdicated this
the most competent authorities. A survey of the centuries was lofty throne of influence and power. Instead of continuing
made. The names of four hundred of the most noted men in using their opportunity of being d mighty force in helping
of all time, from all lines of activities were gotten together. to form and feed a wholesome literary taste and to guard
‘Opposite each name was placed the name of the greatest the social, econdmic and moral welfare of the home and
work of his lifetime—his greatest battle, discovery, picture, the nation, they seem tn have surrendered to the lure of the
beok or achlevement in any line. This list was then sub- dollar and to be catering to, and helping tq intensify, the
mitted to a number of competent critics, and was revised depraved tastes and tendencies of the age by study-

again and again. After the most noted and prolonged ing to make something that will ‘sell. They are
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about on a level with the movies in

the ignoble business of pandering to depraved -

tastes which they have done most to create.
We can scarcely name a popuiar magazine
which can be safely brought into a home.
They are not fit for our young people to read
—or older ones either—as to that. They reek
with profanity and descend to the base level of
the suggestive and vile and salacious.

There are a few magazines of a special
technical nature that might escape this in-
dictment. But the great run of what we term
the popular magazines, those most generally
read in the homes of our’people, aré verily
guilty. Unfortunately, Christian parents seem
to make no discrimination whatever, in this
matter, but continue to patronize these pub-
lications just as when they could lay some
claims to decency. ’ .

Thousands of pure girls have been poisoned
in their minds and hearts by coming in con-
tact with the filth contained in magazines
‘which their parents\regarded as ¢lean publi-
cations. The same is true of thousands of
boys. What are parents thinking about in not
exercising. a. more rigid censorship. ver the
novels and magazines which come into their
homes? In failing to do so, they lay down
the bars-for the incoming agencies and in-
fluences that, will as surely start their children
on a toboggan slide that leads straight to
social impurity, wrecked character and hell.
This is inevitably the result of such careless-
ness. It can not be otherwise,

The time is passed when the head of a fam-
ily can consult some literary friend, or neigh-
bor, or be governed by a reputation of long
standing of periodicals and make selection of
some half dozen of the leading popular mag-
azines of the day, and flatter himself that he
has done a handsome thing for his family. He

must have done just what the Devil wanted.-

done. The Sunday School Times asks the
question, “Do mothers know the prevailing
type of fiction found in the popular magazines
and novels of today?” Then answering nega-
tively the question, the editor relates the fol-
lowing: *

A girl just ready for college said the other day to an
older friend, “Do you know that there is almost noth-
ing in the magazines that we take at home [her homc
was that of an earnest Ghristian and she named sev-
eral of the best publications in America] that my
younger brother and Y can read aloud “together?
When my eyes went bad this spring so that I could
read nothing, he would come inth my room to read to
me, but almost every time he would just have to stop
and lay down the book or magazine and leave the
room—we just couldn't read those stories together.
But the worst of it was, I thought, that we both
knew that we were still thinking about these same
things, and neither of us wanted the other to do that,

There is not a more important or perplex-
ing problem today confronting the mothers
and fathers of our homes than that of furnish-
ing safe, wholesome literature for their chil-
dren, from the cradie to the adult age. Itis
an unspeakable outragé that the family of
magazine literature should have so fully sur-
rendered the important function they once
performed of providing. safe, elevating fiction
and other grades of literature, and instead,
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turn themselves over to purposes and uses
vicious, ruinous and utterly poisonous to all
the inmates of the home, No parent can raise
a child. to be a Christian if that child is al-
lowed to read such literature as we are oppos-,
ing, and the child will read it as sure as it is
allowed to come into the home, :

No golden-mouthed Chrysostom could
preach the gospel with eloquence and power
enough to counteract the insidious and potent
slime and filth and vice of such literature
kept within the reach of the children-in the
home.

Would God I had the power tosmake every
father and mother jeel\ihe surge and swell and
horror and indignation I feel in my soul over
this ghastly, tragic question! Wake up! Oh,
ye parents! “and drive out and bar the doors
against these reptiles of hell in the shape of
artistically illustrated novels and magazines
which carry the very poison of hell beneath
their rich colorings. If you do not, you will
wake up some day in hell and hear the piteous
and hopelgss wails of agonizing despair ut-
tered by your victimized loved ones suffering
the penalty of "your ‘neglect to rightly pro-

tect them, by heeding sich warnings as. this -

OBJECTS OF PRAYER

editorial breafhes.
HERE are several things for which one
I should especially pray who desires to
make a success of the Christian life.
First, he should pray for wisdom, “if any
of you lack wisdom let him ask of God” (Jas.
1:5). That all need wisdom goes without say-
ing. Entering the religious life is like settling as
pioneers in a new country, It is a strange
land to us about which we know but little.
everything is to be learned—its water courses,
mountains, valleys, soils, timber and climate,
This makes tgf pioneers, students eager for
knowledge of how to make a success of ag-
“riculture in their adopted land. So when we
enter Immanuel’s land we are strangers and
pilgrims, ignorant of a great many things
vitally necessary to know, if we would make
a successful pilgrimage. Fortunately for us,
infinite resources of wisdom reside in the God
whom we serve, which is ours for the mere
asking., Failure in this Chryistian life, there-
fore, will be our own fault.

Then there are enemies in this land where-
in we dwell, who are alert, active, vigilant and
.desperately determined on our defeat. Of the
ways and wiles of those enemies we need to
know and can be informed only by appealing
to God for wisdom.

Another thing we need to pray for is
strength, “They that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength.” God is as infinite
in power as He is in wisdom and is as ready
to bestow the one as. the other. We need
divine strength, for the work in which we
engage is too great for the puny arm of man.
What a blessing that in order to have all the
strength we need, we have only to ask, or
knock, or seek and supplies abundant are

sure to come from our Father, God. True

‘necessary for the Christian life.

prayer from the weakest saint makes him
strong and courageous and invincible in the
work of the Lord.

We shoud also pray for the baptism with
the Holy Spirit. No Christian is fully equipped
to do victorious battle in the Lord’s army
until he has definitely prayed for, and re-
ceived the baptism with the Holy Spirit,
This brings him his Pentecost, enthrones the
Holy Spirit within his heart, cleansing, filling
and empowering for service and assuring vic-
tory in every conflict and final glorious con-

_quest, through the blood of the Lord Jesus

Christ,

Prayer for the Holy Spirit we might have
treated as all-inclusive, for the Spirit dwelling
within us would lead us to pray for all things
For, “the
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we
know not what we should pray for as we
ought; but the Spirit itself maketh interces-
sion for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered”? (Rom. 8:26). God stands reddy to
give us the Holy ‘Spirit in answer to prayer.
Listen to the glorious words of promise from
the lips of our Master, “If ye then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto yout chil-
dren; how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him?” (Luke 11:13). Here again it is only
for the asking that the wondérful personality
is given to us to dwell within us to bear His

gracious fruits of power and wondrous bless-

ings. What infinite wealth awaits our mere
asking.. How free our reception of this climax
of all God’s gracious gifts is kept from all con-
fusion, cloud and mystery. There is nothing
required but a believing heart, an absolute con-
secration of all to God and a mere devout
asking in faith for the incoming of| this
heavenly visitant to fill and flood th ( soul -
with light, life and love, to make radiant‘e§d
saving the outgoing influence of character
and bring joy and triumph and fruit to the
happy life. Stop not, dear reader, till you
have obtained this blessing in your heart’as
your abiding guest.

+
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All things human must advance.or retro-
grade. There is really no inertia in mundane
affairs. It is move or die.

3.
2

The trouble with the.age is that men aré
willing to pay too high a price for success.
Any sacrifice of truth, honor, or justice, is t00
high a price to pay for success. The average
man doesn’t think so.-

3.
-

"To condemn a. given measure qg'propoﬁ'ir
tion without a .thorough investigation 15
wholly unscientific, as well as unfair. Anti-
holiness people will please take notice. Manly
of these never read a book of the Bible
through.



CROSSING THE RUBICON

INCE the days of Julius Ceasar these
S words have stood for decisions made,

and for tasks too far undertaken for
drawing back. I use them here with reference
to the World-Wide Revival. The announce-
ment is out that we are going in for the great-
est revival in history. We believe that we have
“come to the kingdom for such a time as
this.” The General Superintendents and the
General Board of Home Missions and Evan-
gelism announce that the revival is launched,
the tests of preparation and realization are
now upon us, “Beginning with the” Watcht
night meeting at the close of this year, every
Nazarene in the world is to begin a five Sun-
days’ reviva] meeting. Every General Superin-
tendent, District Superintendent, pastor, evan-
gelist, local preacher and lay meeting holder
is to strike in for an every night soul-saving
revival, Every one is to find a place to center
his effort and to bring his sheaves to the
Master’s feet.

The program is great and fine; but you
and I are not so ignorant as to suppose that
a mere programi,”ever~so wide reaching, will
bring a revival; neither are we so wicked as
to “throw a wrench into the machinery” bv
balking our part of the matter. “We are go-
ing in for whole days of fasting and ter
whole nights of prayer; wé are going in for an
overhauling of our own souls and for a re-
newal of holy zeal in our service for our Lord
and Master; we are going in to advertise by
word of mouth, by scattering tracts, by every
one of us getting at least one new subscriber
for the HEraLD oF HOLINESS S0 as to enable
it to reach beyond our borders with its mes-
sage of life. We are just not going to fail.
General Superintendents, our chief shepherds
and peerless leaders, lead on; you can count

on us!
T to the Revised Version that St. Jude
gave of certain, dry, fruitless, pro-
fessors who infested the services of the church
in his_ day. For over twenty years, I have
been hoping to find a place where there were
no “rocks in the love feast,” but I have very
scldom been fortunate” enough to find it.
One place there is a dear soul with an un-
earthly and monotonous tone who drowns out
the others, when volunteer prayer is called for;
if it were not for this one, there would be
greater freedom and more victory in prayer.
At another place there is a good old man who
“talks the testimony meeting to death;” if
it werenot for him the meeting could be very
safely thrown open for free worship, without
the danger that it would degenerate into a
meaningless and spiritless “talk meeting.” At
another place there is a woman who “feels
called to exhort;” and she monopolizes the
meeting for her own purpose. Then there is
usually at least one who is “gone to seed” on

ROCKS IN YOUR LOVE FEASTS

HIS is the characterization, according

.as the Lord’s little ones.

1
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demonstration and this has a tendency to
make others too careful, and so the m.eetilig
is robbed of the blessing that the “demonstra-
tion of the Spirit” would bring. Then there
are those whose lives are crooked, who still
insist on occupying a prominent piace in the
service. Then there are a few “dlstant rela-
tiva of Solomon’s” who must be bornelwith

Then there are the
censorious brethren, arbiters of other men’s
conscience, who take advantage of the free,
spiritual meeting to “say a few things.” One
man wants to recite the story of the sins of
his youth;"a woman wants to tell -how she
used to love dress and the dance,\and how
she has been delivered “since she became old;”
a preacher wants to “round up” the
people of the ‘“old dead churches,” and
a “father in Israel” feels moved to tell
the preal:her how to run the meetmg T will
not go on to speak of those who{would “favor
the audience with a special son&,” or venture
on to cheap wit, “for the sake of illustration.”

Some such things are what have driven
many churches into lifeless formality; for, of
course, when a church dies and loses it$ free-
dom, it will be clear of the offenders men-
tioned. Our task is to keep our liberty with-
out assuming license; to regulate our worship
without restraining it; and to shun the rocks
without giving up the love feast.

USE THE CREAM BEFORE IT SOURS

ONCE read of a woman who always used
the sour cream first, and while she was
using it, the other cream soured. The re-
sult was she always had sour cream. I have
thought this is very much like some preachers
who are always saving back, instead of giving
out, their best. If the preacher will do his
best every time and all the time, he will al-
ways have something fresh, and will always
experience growth in his abiity.

Some preachers are entirely too jealous of
their originality. I “have heard a preacher
make great objections to having excerpts of his
sermon published on the ground that he did
not want his sermon’ to become common pro
erty. I should think a preacher would be
glad to have the truth he preaches to become
as well pubhshed as p0551ble I have hoped
that I might preach a sermon that*some one
would think worthy to be published, and that
I might say something that another would
remember well enough to say it after me;
and if he will say it because. he heard me say
it, whether it is convenient or best for him to
give me any credit in the matter or not, I
shall be thankful. :

Anyway, there is not so much that is really
original with us. I have heard the very sub-

- distress.

3

stance of the sermon many times before I
‘heard it from the preacher who was so care-
ful to forbid its publication. 4 prea.cher said,
“I have studied on a certain subjea.t for years
and have just reached a conctusion and have
obtained new light.” After hearing the. sub-
ject and conclusions of the long study, a
brother remarked, “I am sorry you studied the
subject so long; I can get you a book for
fifteen cents that you can read in a very short
time and xt treats the subject and reaches the
same conclusion that you have reached. You
might have been saved all this wearisome
study, if we had Only.known it.”

I have known a preacher who did not want
his sermons and illustrations published until
he became old, or until he died. Well, if one
has anything that will make a book or an ar-
ticle for a paper, why not give it to the world?
It is likely, in the first place, that men will
be too dull to appreciate the brilliancy of the
production and that very few will ever read it.
Most books fail for lack of readgrs. If the
book should become useful and well known, it
will be a pleasure to the author and will have
a longer time in which to do good than it
would if the publication were delayed. T don’t
want any book_that I have written copy-
righted. What I fear is that rio one will notice
one of them enough to even be tempted to
plagiarize. I shall wait for the second or
third edition of any book that I may write
before insisting that my inventive genius be
protected. Let the motive and the means be
what they will, I shall rejoice when Christ is
preached.

OUR MISSIONARIES MUST BE CARED FOR

THINK we have all become too con-
Ifident that “somebody” will take care of

the missionary work. I happen to know that
our missionary treasury is harder pressed than
it has been for years, It is wonderful how
God has helped Brother Anderson to secure
loans, and to manage so that the salaries of
our more than one hundred missionaries have
been sent on time, but if he should fail even
once our beloved missionaries would be in
HE- MUST NOT FAIL AND WE MUST
Not FAIL HIM. T wish you could realize what
a burden of care our General Foreign Mis-
sionary Treasurer bears continually upon his
heart.

But I did not set in to write a long article
on misgions. Is your missionary apportion-
ment paid up? What about that offering you
have been intending to send? The new ad-
dress of our General Foreign Missionary
Board is 2905 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
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Any standard that man can measure to
without the power of grace within is too low
a standard to meet the requirements of the
judgment.
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The Importance

of Home Missions

By Rev. H. G. Cowan

S well speak of the impotrtance of
s sunshine and air, food, drink and

" clothing, fuel and”shelfer fof the

comfort and well-being of the human race;
it can not be doubted that these are essential
to the life and prosperity of every human
being. In like manner the preaching of the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the people of the
homeland, as well as the foreign, is essential
to the continued existence of the church, for
{faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of Ged,”and by this means men
and women are brought into saving relations
with God.and are added unto the church. A
careful study. of .the statistics of some de-
nominations shows that- if it were not for
new churches organized there would not be
any increase of.membership reported from
year to year, and that upon the home mission
work the church is dependent for numerical
growth, and, therefore, for her very life as an
organized hody of believers.

What the expansion of business is to the
merchant or manufacturer, the increased
acreage in crops to the farmer, and the build-
ing of new roads, new schools and the erec-
tion of new public buildings to the community,
sure signs of increased population and larger
revenues, if not of greater prosperity, the
work of the home missions is to the church;
from a business point of view it is of the
highest importance that the church lengthen
her cords and strengthen her stakes at home,
by sending her “traveling men,” home mis-
sionary evangelists and home missionary pas-
tors, to establish churches in the great cities,
as the great mail-order houses have estab-
lished their branches in many cities of the
West, Northwest and Southwest, that they
may the more efficiently and economically
serve their patrons throughout the country;
so the Church of the Nazarene should preach
the gospel of full salvation in the larger cities
and establish centers of fire, and then “break
forth on the right hand and on the left” in
the smaller cities, towns and villages, and
not neglect the rural districts, whose inhabi-
tants need salvation and in many instances
do not often hear preaching of any kind.
For home missions pay in souls saved, in
churches built, in pastors installed and sup-
ported, and in larger offerings to’ all the
benevolences of the church.

But the spiritual profit of home missions
—who can estimate it? ‘The missionary
church s, the revival’ church. Feeling the
‘need and 1mportance of soul -saving work for

its own community, the church which is prayed
up to the point of believing that “it pleased
God by the foolishness (6f preaching to save
them that believe,”” brings the revival down,
and sinners are converted, backsliders re-
stored, and believers sanctified. The church
that is in a flame of revival will reach out into
other communities, and will have others wait-
ing to know the secret of its success. When
Dr. Bresee was préaching at the old taber-
nacle in Los Angeles, and souls by the hun-
dreds were finding God in pardon and sancti-
fication, there came to him requests for sim-
ilar work elsewhere, and he went and organ-
1zed. churches at other places until a mighty
wave of salvation was rolling up along the
Pacific coast ;\f half way across the country
.-to Chicago. e Nazarene movement started
in a revival and in genuine, apostolic home
missionary work, and it could have started
and succeeded in no other way. These two
works must go together, and every one of
our churches, pastors and evangelists should
labor to the end that revival in the home
church shall be followed by a movement to ex-
tend the work to some other community, if
we would go on to a still larger prosperity.

Where is the old-fashioned pastor who used
to hold his own revival meetings, laboring for
weeks at a.time without help, because minis-
terial help was not to be had, and seeing souls
converted by the scores, and sometimes by the
hundreds? = More of this kind would be an
asset to the church in these days, and would
go far toward dispelling the timidity and dis-
couragement and talk of gospel-hardened peo-
ple which some pastors have to meet in plan-
ning a revival,

And then the old-time pastors used to be
on the lookout for places where they could
“take up new appointments” and start new
churches through revival meetings. I have
known more than.one good church to be
started in this way.

But home mission work must not be left
to-the-haphazard way of waiting for pastors
or evangelists to enter new fields, which some’

‘may do and,others think they are not called

to do. All the older churches have long since
learned that there must be systematic plan-
ning of home missionary work by General and
District boards and systematic instruction by
pastors and District Superintendents to the
end that.men and women may see the field
“white-unto the harvest” and be led to sys-
tematic giving to send forth laborers into the
harvest.

FREEWATER, MONTANA.

Dead Churches and Their Influence

Upon the Community
By Rev. C. E. CoryELL

OHN writing in the third chapter of
J Revelation, describes the condition of
the Laodicean church as follows: “I
know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 6f
my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment that thou mayest be clothed,
and the shame of thy nakedness do not ap-
pear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest see.” '
This, we believe, is_ a faithful plcture of
many churches in the land today. Their in-
fluence upon the community in which they
are located is hardly felt, and their power as
un evangelizing agency is completely gone.
Henry Ward Beecher once represented him-
self as entering a large stone building, having
funeral looking pews with rows of coffins
standing in the pews, and on’edch coffin this

and that’prominent name. “That would not
be a particle more horrible,” said Mr, Beecher,
“than to go into great assemblies of men,
pompausly surrounded, who were dead to God,
dead to all spiritual elements, and whose life
was a life of envy and selfishness and jealousy
and all uncharitableness, and call that God's
church,”

A number of years ago we visited a certain
little city in the state of Indiana where there
were twenty-seven saloons and eight churches.
No considerable revival had visited that place
for a number of years. After so long a drought,
the churches concluded to hold special re-
vival meetings, so-called. The Methodists
continued six weeks, the Baptists two \secks,
the Presbyterians ten days with an evangelist,
the Christians-three weeks with an evangelist,
the German Methodists three weeks, in all six-
teen weeks of revival effort with five leading -
churches, and approximate membership of
2,000. During this revival season a few per-
sons signed cards, and a few others united
with the churches, especially where church

"membership was stressed above spiritual re-

generation. It was acknowledged by those



we interviewed who were acquainted with tie
facts, that five of the leading churches, with
five preachers, three evangelists, about two
) thousand church members, and an expense of
several hundred dollars for light, fucl, evan-
gelistic and™pastoral kelp, did not have a sin-
¢le genuine convert.

Immediately after this revival “spasm,” the
Presbyterian church gave a show in the opera
house called “The Sleeping Beauty,” in
which a large number of young women took
part; while the Methodist church held a juve-
nile concert, the praceeds of these entertain-
ments to be used to pay the additionz] ex-
penses that had been incurred during the ve-

" vival nieetings.

A little later this same Methodist church
turned out several persons who professed to
be sanctified wholly, and who persisted in
testifying to this adorable grace. Among
those who manifested much bitterness toward
these few spiritual people because they pro-
fessed holiness, was a prominent bankerand
cfficial member of the church, who usually
controlled the appointment of the nreacher.
A little later this same banker defaulted o
the  tune of $30,000. besides robbing a nim-
ber of pgg\r@ers'ons who had entrusted their
money Wwith him. He was tried .nd found
quilty and sentenced to the penitenliary for
= number of years.

Of course such a man would pe bitterly
apposed to holiness. But, if he had enly en-
joyed the blessing, or even an ordinary Chris-
tian experience, it might have saved his cau: th
and family from disgrace and the man hinigelf
from a felon’s cell. If the holiness-fighting
preacher had only faithfully preached the gos-
pel, and warned this man of his sin, instead of
pummelling a few poor souls who desired to
live holy lives, he too, might have been spared
the humiliation of seeing his brother convicted
of robbery, and sentenced to prison.

Where the churches are spiritually dead,
usually the standard of morality is extremely
low among the people and sin of all kinds
is flagrant. It is a most deplorable situation
for any community to have a lot of spiritually
dead churches.

There is but one source of hope, and that is,
for the preachers and the people to seek
Christ’s power to save, and the baptism with
the Holy Ghost and fire to purify. Such a
religious experience will give moral backbone
and courage to stand out against sin, make no
compromise until the favor of God is once
more assured. ’

Oh, for ten thousand spiritually alive
churches!

N
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The Danger of Discouragement
By Rev, C. H. LANCASTER

tagious, and a discouraged group of Chris-
tians is about the most helpless group one

; tver comes in contact with.
When in the evangelistic work, we have
?‘ft‘en been greeted with such expressions as,
Nothing can be done here,” “This is the

I IKE measles, discoutagement is con- .
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hardest place I ever saw,” “We have had So
and So here and other leading evangelists of
the country, and nothing has ever been ac-
complished. I do not think we will have much
meeting; however, I do not want to discourage
you. But everybody is against us; they don't
want the truth here.” -

To their way of looking at things every-
thing is going wrong and headed for a smash-
up. And indeed, to them, things are as bad as
they seem to be, but in reality they may not
be nearly so bad.

A discouraged pastor is.defeated; a discour-
aged church is defeated; and unless both can
pray through to:victory they had as well quit.
We have met some good men in the pastorate

. whose spirits had been crushed by critical, un-

charitable, self-a>pointed leaders in the
church; their influence had been crippled, and
they were forced to leave the field. We have
known churches in the Nazarene denomination
which thought they had to change pastors
every year, and a church that changes pastors
every year will never succeed.

By all means let us have faith; communi-
cate your faith one to another. Wherever
faith is communicated, doubt and discourage-
ment will abscond. Some one said, “To the
unbelieving and discoumgeq\‘spics of, Israel
who came back to Kadeshbarnea the walls of
the cities of Canaan reached to hedVerr and
the giants looked down on them as if they
were grasshoppere. It was not that way, but
to them it looked that way, and the way one
looks at difficulties &pells -defeat ,or success.
As long as one is discouraged he can not fight,
neither the fight of Taith nor any other.

It will not hurt us to give out a few words
of encouragement as we pass along.” We do
not live by admiration, but by appreciation.
Many a fine spirit has been crushed for lack
of appreciation. It has been said by some one
“There is nothing more pathetic in life than
to see men, women and children every day
hungering and thirsting with the deepest,
direst longing, while all around are those who
could satisfy the yearning if only they would
let fall a few gracious, kindly words. Alas,
these words are never spoken, and hearts pine
that might have been inspired, to do mag-
nificent deeds, and lives that might have made
immortal music, pass into dark and hopeless
silence.” :

Let every Nazarene pastor by all means,

build up the spiritual morale of the church
over which he watches. A few courageous,
Spirit-filled Nazarenes will put to flight le-
gions of the Devil’s hosts and do a great work
for -God. The pastor should encourage his
church; the church should encourage the pas-
tor. .
One day while I was pastor at Hartford,
Connecticut, I became greatly discouraged;
oppression settled down upon my soul. Oh,
the darkness of discouragement! 1 felt I
must see one of my members and talk my
troubles over with him; as I entered his home
I found him full of faith and sunshine. I de-
parted encouraged and without telling him
why I had come.

GREELEY, COLO.

“I will say of the Lord, He is

my refuge and my fortress; my
God: in him will I trust.™

“Today? Perhaps!”
By Lours A. Reep

T HE growing impression has gripped
the heart of the writer, that the near
coming of Jesus Christ is one of the
greatest gospel messages that can be preached
from the pulpit of today.  There is no doubt
but that the anticipation of His coming is al-
most the greatest incentive to holiness among
any group of coercive doctrines which would
urge a man into this perfcc'l grace, for “Every
man that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure.”

The second coming of Jesus Christ is one
of a triumvirate of doctrines, upon which the
modern pulpit is silent, the other two being
the doctrine of eternal punishment and that
of sanctification as a second definite work of
grace. Heretofore we have been so fearful
of stirring up antagonisms that the ministry
in general has sidestepped this great issue, ds
a definite, positive message. The time has
come when the hand of events points so def-
initely in sublime expectation to this glorious
appearance that the Nazarene ministry should
speak in no uncertain tone, for men to get
their lamps all trimmed and burning for the

. coming of the Bridegroom.

Friendly reader, have you this hope? If
not, even as you read these lines, the great
“rapture” of the saints, many of whom have
meant so much to you as friends, might leave
you lonely and sorrowful, to face your destiny
in a world devoid of the comforting influence
of the Holy Spirit. Just think, “Today?
Perhaps!” .

It may be in the evening,
When the work of day is done,

And you have time to sit in the twilight
And watch the sinking sun,

While the long, bright day dics slowly

- Over the sca,

And the hour grows quict and holy
With thoughts of Me;

While you hear the throbbing multitude
Passing along the street,

Among those throbbing footsteps
May come the sound of my feet.

Therefore, I tell you, “Watch,”
By the light of the cvening stars, .

When the room is growing dusky
As the clouds afar;

Let the door be on the latch
In your home,

For it may be through the gloaming
I will come.

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
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Thinking Holy Thoughts

By Oscar Syt

E have an abundance of literature
on securing the blessing of holi-,
' ness; but we are not surfeited with

life after the second blessing has been be-
stowed.

We hear a great deal about holy living and
holy dying, and no little about holy desires,
holy affections, holy indignations and holy
repugnances; but have we been swamped by
a flood of literature on HOLY THINKING?

Sometimes we work and sometimes we rest;
sometimes we are desiring what we have not,
and ‘sometimes our desires are quieted in con-
tentment; sometimes we love, and sometimes
we are indifferent, but we are THINKING all
the time. Are we thinking holy thoughts?




The gift of the Holy Ghost brings power;
as we understand it, not a terrible mass of
power or sea of power, but the beginning of a
current of supernatural power that will keep

- coming as long as we live, and make us able

to do all things, possible and impossible, that
God asks us to do. -

How does it come? God’s Word tell us.
They that wair on THE Lorp shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up on wings
like cagles; they shall rum, and not grow
weary; they shall walk and not faint. Not
doing, not even being; but waiting on the
Lord. .

In every one -of us is a crystal skylight
whose rainbow tinted dome may let in the
light of heaven; but we must keep it cLEAN.
Then. the,light. of Ged comes in. Then we
can think the thoughts of God after Him.
Every unholy thought is dust or mud that
cakes on the crystal skylight that is in us to
let in the light of heaven.

We sometimes wonder why unholy desires
come trooping into the cathedral of our soul,
the holy place dedicated to the Spirit of Him
who sits on the great white throne. The
psalmist was not troubled for an explanation
of that problem. He says, “Oh, the happi-
ness of theman ! . . whose delight is in the
law of the Lord, and in his law doth he
MEDITATE day and night.” Not read it or live
it or talk it or study it; but in his law doth he

-meditate:

Diamond Dick literature and meditates o

what he has read takes up a life of crime; We
are not surprised to find that he wants to steal,
play truant and fire guns; but if meditating
on that which is evil occasions evil desires,
does not meditating on God’s Holy Word
beget holy desires? Many people are worried
by these evil desires that keep coming into

We are not surprised when a boy who reai;

" them; let me urge them to meditate, meditate,

meditate, on the law of the Lord, day and
night, '

We are all desirous, T am sure, that the fi1e
which fell on us when the second blessing
came might abide in our hearts. Sometimes,
however, we feel cold, and though we want *~
be red-hot, our desire is not granted. Then
we go to a holiness meeting, and they sing and
pray and testify; then the old-time happiness™
seems to come back. But alas! ‘It is borrowed
fire; if genuine, it is the fire God has given
our neighbor, and the fire He would give us is
still up in heaven; for when the last song is
sung and we have returned home, our hearts
are colder than the beds into which we crawl.

There is a better way. The song, the
prayer, the sermon, the testimony; all these
will delight the saint who is holy, up to the
minute, but” are peculiarly unsatisfying and
tantalizing to the brother or sister who has let
the &ire go out on the altar of his heart.

“While I was musing, the fire burned.”
Not while I was working, not vhile I was at-
tending church, not even while I was pas-
sionately praying; but while I was musing—
the fire burned. It didn't flicker," or flare
into brilliancy and then pop out; no. while
I was musing, the fire burned.

How often do you muse? Mate one boy
with another boy, a boy who can read with a
boy who can not read, and the boy who can
read will teach the boy who can not read to
read. Mate a bird that can not sing with a
bird which can sing, and the bird that can sing
will teach the bird which can not sing to sing.
So we can not think holy thoughts; but there
is One who can. If we walk with Him, if we

think with Him, we will think holy thoughts,
See that muddy pool, with a stench that
torments every passerby. There is disease and
death in those filthy waters. But the sun
shines on that pool, anc¢ gently draws its
waters up into the mountains, where the mois-
ture falls in snowflakes that are glistening
jewels of purity. So let your thoughts be
drawn gently heavenward by the Sun of
Righteousness; thus you will be pure not only
in heart and in life but in thought.
PASADENA; CALIFORNIA
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Assisting Weaker Districts
By Rev. N. B. Herrerr

Understanding that the whole of the United States
and the’ greater: part . of Cahndn have been formed
into Wfistricts, it is” evident that all the activities of
the Géneral Board of Home Missions and Evan-
gelism of necessity be within the Districts.

A number of these Districts arc not able to fully

support their District Superintendents, yet they offer
such opportunitics that within a comparatively short
time they will be made self-supporting, providing the
District Superintendents be recompensed, so that
they can give their time to the work.
y The General Board of Home Missions and Evan-
gelism stan’s between the stronger Districts, and will
receive financial assistance from the stronger and
pass it to the weaker Districts. The following will
give the reader somewhat of an idea concerning these
Districts and their opportunitics,

The Florida District

The state of ‘Florida contains an arca of 58,666
square miles,. and has a population of almost one
million. ’ . -

There are four large cities in this District With
a population running from twenty-five to one hun-
dred thousand.. ' ‘

There are seven cities over ten thousand, fourtcen
over five and many over twenty-five hundred. The
rural. districts must be reached also.

There are over ten million negroes in the United
States and the most of them live in the southeastern
states. We must preach the gospel to thesé people
also. ' - '

The 1920 Assembly Minutes show five churchesand
one hundred and threc members. These loyal people
have undertaken to cstablish a sclf-supporting Dis-
trict. It can readily be seen if they are to support
their pastors, build churches, and parsonages, they
must- have help in the support of their District
Superintendent.  Brethren we must stand by these
people and their noble leader. They nced our
prayers and good-will beside what we can do for
them financially.

North Dakota-Minnesota District

The North Dakota-Minnesota District takes in
the two above mentioned states. They have a pop-
ulation of over three million; many large cities, and
with the cxception of Minncapolis we bhave no
churches in what we would call large cities. We have
about two hundred Nazarcnes scattered over these
two states. These two hundfed scattered in small
bands must care for their local work and it can be
scen at once if the District Superintendent is to give
all his time to the work he must receive help from
off the District.

Rev. W, L. Brewer, is their District Superintendent.
He has alrcady showed himself 2 man of vision, faith
and works. Within these two states are many holi-
ness people looking olir way and the time to cnter
is now. Brother Brewer has sacrificed, he and his
wife have gone night and day, pushing the battle. We
must stand by these heroic soldiers of the cross and

Jhelp them bear the burdens of the front line. This

District will be self-supporting within a short time..

, Waestern Colorado-Utah District |
The Western Colorado-U'tah District is composed

of “all the territory west of the Rocky Mountains

in Colorado, and the state of Utah. :
The population of the District is about 700.000.
Salt Lake City, Utah, has about 118,000 of which
forty per cent are Mormons. About sixty per cent
of thestate are Mormons
There are about scventy citics -that range from
five thousand down to one thousand. There are
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several large citics. Many of these cities“and’ towns
have but one church and somectimes none.

We have five churches on the District with a
membership of one hundred and ninety. There are
no holiness churches in the state of Utah. This Dis-
trict can be made self-supporting within two years
if we can only keep the District Superintendent on
the District: .

Shall' we leave these fields and only work
where, the churches are strong enough to sup-
port workers? If we arc to enter, these new
and open fields we must invest some money in the
work. God is going to hold us accountable for
these untouched fields. We must and we will stand
by these new Districts.

South -Dakota District

The South Dakota District consists of the state
of South Dakota, It has a population of about
seven hundred thousand. We have four churches and
about oye hundred members on this District. The
Mitchell® church is the only city church we have
on the District. Therc are many cities on this Dis-
trict where we can soon have a church if we can
only keep the District Superintendent free to evan-
gelize. .

Rev. M. T. Brandyberry, is the District Superin-
tendent. He and his wifc are doing a great work in
this field. They have thrown their all into the battle
in this needy field. They sold their Ford and used
the money to push the work. Brethren, they are
worthy of  our prayers, good-will, and financial
support. God bless them abundantly.

Kentucky District

The Kentucky District covers about forty-threc
thousand square miles. Population is about two
million seven hundred thousand. We have seventeen
“churches with a membership of about 400. These
churches are scattered and small in local member-
ship. There are cight cities in the state of over five
thousand. Louisville is a large dty and should h}vc
a strong church.” Qur church there will have to be
moved to a better location and a strong campaign
put on. This is a great center for holiness conven-
tions.

Rev. C. R. Pollard, is the District Superintendent.
He and his people must have some outside help
in order to get on their feet as a District. He say~
that the District can soon be made self-supporting
if .only a little help financially can be given now.
We must not fail these noble self-sacrificing, cour-
ageous District Superintendents that have stepped
into the breach and are filling such responsible places.
Souls- are at stake and our ncglect may mean*that
many souls will be Jost. Lord help us.

Other Districts

In all we have seven Districts that have been
recommended by the General Superintendents in
charge, needing financial assistance in the support
of their District Superintendents. These Districtr
all afford great opportunity for our work and wilt
within a short time become self-supporting and able
to assist the general church if we will invest a little
in them now. Brethren, these Distriet Superiv
tendents are really our home missionaries doing
missionary work. They have left good charges and
salaries to answer ‘the call of God and the church.
We are sure that God s standing by them but the
question is what is the church going to do. The
demand is upon us. They have shown their faith
by undertaking the job. Now we as a church mu:t

“ show them our faith by our works.
Wives and Families

The District Superintendents are away from home
almost all the time. The wife and family must stay
by the stiff and they arc the ones that really fecl
the pinch and do the suffering. At our churches
and Assemblies we scc the Superintendents, but
brethren, there is a little woman and some children
who have been denied a husband and father for the
sake of the work, what about them? The burden
that almost crushes the heart of a District Superin-
tendent is to realize that his family is not cared for
as they should be. District Superintendents never
receive showers, donations, and gifts like the pastors.
Brethren, let us bless these faithful men and their
families with a little of our abundance. Send al_l
money for his work to E. G. Anderson, Treas., 2005
Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo. For information
address N. B. Herrell, Gen. Sec., 2905 Troost Ave.
Kansas City, Mo,

.
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THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD IS FOOL-
- ,ISHINESS WITH GOD

OBB\f_,\Vcstcotl was named for his uncle,

Prof. Robert Edwards Westcott, who was

considered about the smartest man in the
wholc world by his twelve-year-old nephew.
Hadn’t Uncle Robert studied abroad for three
years, and didn't he hold the chair of philosophy
in onc of the largest colleges in the tand? Not an-
other fellow in the little town where Bobby lived
had an uncle like that; and the boy could not re-
frain from bragging about him at times. Besides,
he never forgot his young namesake on birthdays,
or at Christmas. And he always spent two wecks’
vacation with them in the summertime, which
meant long tramps in the’ woods, and {ishing
parties, and suppers cooked on the river bank, in
all of which the boy had a delightful part. But
the summer in which Bgbby was twelve years
old his confidence inzhts -uncle’s saperior wisdom
received a severe shock. The boy and his uncle
had a long ride one day out the ridge road and
back by the old mill pond where they had eaten
their picnje lunch and rested in the shade of the
big tree. .

They had reached home in time for mother's
bountiful supper; and then Bobby threw himself
in the porch hammock and watched the twilight
shades gather and the moon rise over the tree
tops.

He was listening to his father and uncle, who
sat with the«( chairs tilted baek against the porch
rail, and discussed various public and political
questions. He enjoyed hearing them talk. Pretty
soon his mother finished her housework and joined
them, lifting the drowsy Baby Ruth upon her
laps where the little one fell fast+sleep.

“By the way, Anna,” said the professor to his
sister-in-law, “I have been reading some very
mtcrutmg artlclcs lately about the best way to
deal with children, though 1 don't suppose you
would agree with the writer. Of course we all
recognize the fact that man has a twofold nature;
he has the bad as well as the good in him.
The struggle between these two natures forms the
basis of most religions and they have met the
question in different ways The article I have
mentioned appeared in one of our leading med-
ical and scientific journals and has attracted a
good deal of attention. The wriler treats the
subject from rather 2 new standpoint.”

“What does he have fo say about it?” asked
Bobby's mother.

“Oh, a great deal, much of it very scientific.
But boiled down, it is something like this: If
men are to live together in communities they
must in some things at least, work together for
the common good. They must be altruistic”

“What does altruistic mean, Uncle Robcrt?"
asked Bobby.

“It means that we have something in us that
is interested in the uplift of the race; something
which fecls for those less fortunate than our-
selves; an impulse to pull together with our fel-
low-creatures for the betterment of socicty. In
other words, Bobby, it means that we have un-
selfish instincts in our nature. But, on the other
hand we have certain impulses which make us
want to look out first of all for ourselves. These
impulses are known by another big word, egotistic,
which means plain selfishness, Now in a bad
boy, or a bad girl, these cgotistic, or selfish tend-
encies are frankly on top, and the altruistic or
unselfish tendencies are on the bottom. They are
submerged, like the submarine which has dis-
appeared beneath the surface of the ocean. It is
there, but not seen. What parents and teachers
should strive to do, the writer declares, is to
change the positions of these two natures, and get
the good, and unselfish one on top, and let the
bad onc go underneath,” He says that what the
church calls conversion, is not a change of freart
but a change of position, of these two sets of im-
pulscs. The submerged part has come to the sur-
face and that which was formerly at the sur-
face has become submerged. The converted per-
son, then, is not in reality, a new person in the
sense that most people think the Bible teaches.
The fact is that he is exactly the same person,

'THE I—IOME

Conducted by Mrs, J. T. BExsoN

in whom the under, unknown part has come
to the surface of his life.”

“Do you believe that yourself, Uncle Robert?”
asked Bobby.

“Well, why not? Some \'cn Tearned men have
had views much like this writer's, only expressed
in different terms.”

The professor had turned toward his” ncphc\v
as he answered, The boy was sitting upright in
the hammock, and his face) in the brilliant moon-
light had such an earnest look supon it, that his
uncle asked:

“What do you think about it, my boy?"

“Why, Uncle Robert, I——," and then he hes-
itated. R

“Speak out,” said the professor,
afraid to tell your honest thoughts.”

“Well then, I thought vou had too much scuse
to believe anything like that,” said Bobby. “I
have and I am only a boy. Why, that sounds
like the biggelt lot of foolishness to me that I
ever heard.  If bad things in you which have been
on top, could be put on the botlom, or sub-
merged as you call it, then the good ones, which
have come to the surface could be put down in
their turn, and. the bad ones get the top place
again. There's not much encouragement in that
to -the fcllow. who wants to Jive right gll the
time. I would want something better. -

“When (I went up during the revival T wasn't
thinking About mysell like a pair of scales, with
good ofi“one side and bad on the other, and my
salvation depending on getting the bad sid¢ to
go down and the good side to come up. No sir,
I just confessed my sins and asked God lo fix
my heart up-so that it wounld be right, and then
I svouldw’t wantto be a bad boy any longer.
1 think that bas a lot morc common sense in
it than the way that writer talks about, even
if he is a very smart man, and can write for mag-
azines.”

Bobby’s father chuckled, and Uncle Robert
smiled in rather an embarrassed way. And Bob-
by's mother looked lovingly into the face of
her boy, and quoted softly: “For it is written, I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
Where is the swise? Hath not God made foolish
the wisdom of this world? For ye see your
calling brethren how that not many wise men
after the flesh are called. But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise, that no flesh should glory in his sight.”

Uncle Robert arose to go in to bed, but he
laid his hand on Bobby’s head and said: “Some-
times we college professors get to reading so much
stuff that is considered wise, that we don't stop
to weigh it as we should. But I was brought up
to believe just as you do, my boy, and down in
my heart I am surc that I still do. Thank you
for making me think nbout it.,”

And Bobby's mother and*father said, “»\mcn

“never be

:
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THE HARM OF FLATTERY

The-cditor of a magazine at an evening recep-
tion pointed out to a friend a young man whose
vanity and affectation made him ridiculous to
every one. “There,” he said, “is the victim of
one successful poem and its admirers. When he
was twenty he wrote some verses which hit the
popular fanty. His friends pronounced: them a
perfect lyric, and publicly announced the writer
as the great poct of the nineteenth century. The
man has never been able to equal it sihce.” He
gave up his profession and devoted his whole
time to scribbling poetry. He is arrogant, vain,
worlhless. His life ruined by ill-judged praise.”

“Praise,” says an old writer, “is like the power-
ful drug, helebore. A drop given by a wise me-

diciner instils strength into the weak. But too
much inflames the blood and maddens the brain.”

Many a modest, sensible schoolgirl through the
flattery of her comgzanions or boy admirers, be-
comes a silly woman, utterly useless in the world’s
work, for which hcr better qualities “ould fit
her.—VYouth’s Companiox.
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IN TRAINING FOIi GREATER SERVICE

So interesting are great events and great deeds,
that we are apt to despise the realm of little
things. With these words Dr. Howard -Kelly be-
gins a long article in the Youll's Companion in
which he gives the history of how the cause of
the spread of yellow fever was discovered. Dr.
Walter Reed became a surgeon in the United
States Army and spent the first eighteen years
of his medical life in remote places on the western
fronticr. where he had rbither facilitics nor time
for scientific work, bu! he never lost his great
ambition to accomplish something which would
relieve human suffering. In 1900, yellow fever
broke out among the American soldiers at Havana,
and Dr. Reed was placed at the head of a govern-
ment commission to investigate the discase. He
found that a certain specics of mosquito carries
the discase from one to another, and by cxter-
minating these little pests he overcame the scourge.
But in his devotion to his work Doctor Reed un-
dermined his own health, and had not strength to
survive a surgical operation which he underwent
after his return to-this country. “The result of
Dr. Reed's life was a great achievement,” says
Doctor Kelly, “but the lesson of his life lics in
the little thinigs of every day occurrence. What-
ever his hand found to do he did it with-all his
might, although for nearly twenty years he ex-
pended all his encrgies and his brilliant abilities
on’ the trivial services which most of us despise.
His life on the frontier was the most arduous
and least distinguished that any Amcrican physi-
cian can lead, but it was the training acquired
in that hard school which taught him a self-re-
liance and a power of resource without which he
would never have accomplished the great service
when the moment for it came.”

3
4

SPIDER MAKES A BIRD TRAP

It scems incredible that insects should trap and
kill birds. Nevertheelss, there is a spider which
asks birds, and not flies, to step into his parlor.

He is a very beautiful fellow with slate-colored
back and breast of scarlet and gold, and in his home
in the mountains of Ceylon he spins his wide
yellow web.

The cords of the web are very strong. When
a fat lizard strays into the net, or a bird alights
upon it, the spider rapidly winds his threads about
his victim, which he blinds and chokes. In the
jungle are often secn skeletons of small birds which
have been caught in the deadly yellow web.

The web of the spider is a marvel of strength.

No rope that man -can make is, for its size, any-
thing like as strong as the spider’s web. The
smallest rope that will bear the weight of a man
is an inch in circumference or onc-third of an
inch in thickness. To cqual the spider’s per-
formance a man six feet tall would have to carry
about a half mile of one-inch rope, which would
be a physical impossibility.

3.
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A REMARKABLE TREE

The Kentucky coffee tree is onec of the most
remarkable of our American forest trees, says the
American Forestry Magazine, It may grow to
be fully 100 fect in height; and although it is
to be found over a good part of Eastern United
States, it is onc of thc very rarest of our forest
trees.

3
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Oh, fedr not in a world like this,
And thou shalt know erelong,
Knew how sublime.a thing it is
To suffer and be strong.—LONGFELLOW.




A POSSIIBLE DANGER CONCERNING THE
WORLD-WIDE REVIVAL

By Rev. Roy G. Coopixc

E ARE lool\mg forward to the next
watch-night service as the time for the
start of our special effort in connection

with the World-Wide Revival. There is danger in
that, the daneer of looking to our efforts in the mat-
ter. Such a cause might be suificient to defer, or
avert altogether, the rcu\al that God would other-
wise bestow.

Such a prearranged schedule for oneness of pur-
pose and systematic co-operation is a fine thing,
but we must not let it be the center of our thought

and expectation. Nothing is to obscure our vision of"

the fact that God only is our expectation, we are to
wait only upon Him.

And in this conncction it is well to remember that
“There is that scattereth and yet increaseth; and there
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth
to poverty”  (Prov. 11:24).
sustain our foreign work. God is as likely—yes,
more Jikely to start the revival in a foreign land,
which is just now being cvangclized for the first
time, than here at home where so many have long
and persistently rejected the light.  Are we' willing
that He should? And to prepare the way for it
are we individually praying, “Let it begin in me”?

v

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER OF N.
BEYEH, BLUDAN, SYRIA

The Lord sweetly siyes and sanctifies. 1We are
darting a good work with a good foundatiom™—on
the solid rock—which the Devil can not shake with
his guns. There is a prospect for big things in Syria.
We are so insignificant, but God is great. \Ve are

A. DEHA-

so umable, but. God is-able 4o do-more -exceeding:, -

abundantly than we can ask.

Since the people have heard that we cxpect to
open a school and a church in my home town many
old and young arc preparing to come. -Last Sun-

day, July 3rd, we opened our mission at Bludan.

Truly God came on the scene. My text was, “Be-
ginning at Jerusalem” (Bludan), and I spoke on
the following lines: Jerusalem was the headquarters
and center from which the apostles worked. So
Bludan is my home town. The apostles found a
gold mine, and it was so needful to tell a poor and
wretched people about it. Thus I am telling them
that I have found Christ, the only gold minc that
can make any one truly rich. They can work in this
mine only with the pickaxe of faith.

While we sang in® Arabic the chorus, “Jesus paid
it all’ T suggested that every one who would like
o be a real Christian hold up his hand. Most of
the congregation did so. This was the first service
and was not well advertised, but there were about
fiity-seven present. A collection was taken amounting
to sixty-three and a half pi1=lers, about £1.25. There
were twenty-eight children in the Sunday school
besides older people. Many of the people have no
timepicces in their homes, so they told me that we
need a bell. We begin with the people here as
with children, training them how to kneel, how to
come to the altar, etc. God only can help us to
help them.

We have some sickness in our home, my wife and
two sisters, Pray for them. OQur prayermeeting
bexins Tuesday night.
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“NOW ABIDETH FAITII, HOPE, LOVE”
Fy Rev. Fravk Fercusox

On Friday, July 22nd, with a scrvice based on the
influence of Hope Sunday school, and held in the
room used for the Sunday school, we completed our
trinity of preaching places in Buenos Aires. We
trust that in time this small beginning may lead
to <omethmg larger. However, I feel very sure
that it is only through God's blessing and the power
of His truth that the start has been made.

For several months we have been having the
children of“Mhe neighborhood come in ‘on Monday
afternoons that we might teach them songs and.
Scripture verses and tell them the gospel story,
praying for them and their parents. We call it
Sunrlny school. OQur time is occupied on Sundays

in other cections, hence this one is held on Mon- .

y.
Nearly all of the children come from homes where
the gospel is not known and their parents are un-

We need to faithfully .
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converted.  They are Catholics, anarchists, infidels
and almost anything clse except what Christ came
to make them. In order to reach some of the grown
people we decided to start a night service. As the
room is not very large, and the scats are nearly al-
ways filled with children, we told them that they
could not come to this service unless some grown
person accompanied _them,

The service was announced only about ten hours
before the time appointed, by means of a notice
in the glass door where we have some Scripture texts
which serve two purposes:
dohg tmd to Tiake the place of curtains, Some pér-
sonal invitations to.some of the children's p1rcn1"<
and a small number of tracts with the service men-
tioned on them, completed the advertising. We were
wondering whether any one would come or not. Or
had we made a mistake that would turn the parents
as well as the children against us?

We were pleasantly surprised. The scats were all
filled before the service closed, and a number of
children’s pareats, together with some young people,
gave good attention while Brother Miller preached.
Apart from the children the most of them heard ior
the first,time in a public service. One mother came
to the door and begged that we let her children in,
as they were crying and she said that they would
give her no rest, and cried to come. We persuaded
her to come in with them, and though she left in a
few minufesapd let the children stay.

On the following Monday there were more children
than we had cver had at the Sunday {chool, and
some who game in a little Iate showed intgrest enough
to stand until the service was over,™as the seats
were all occupied.

Besides being a word which means much to all
Christians, “hope” is the English translation of the
name of the strect on which the Sunday schoal is
located. This school had its beginning with seats Tor
about twelve, and this included an ironing board
across two chairs. So we have more than one reason

for calling it Hope (Zsperansa) Sunday school.
Romans 15:13. Pray that the sced sown may find
good ground in many hearts,

$
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TESTIMONY OF A CHIINESE VILLAGE ELDER
By Rev. L. C. OsBorx

This testimony is written by the village elder of
Liang Chuang, where we have an outstation. Though
still unsaved, he has greatly changed, lisjens to the
gospel and, can sce the great change thaf~has taken
place in his village. Piay that he may be brought
to a dcfinite knowledge of salvation. For three
years the doors of the village temple have not been
opened for worshipers, and some of the leading ones
of the village are considering turning the temple
into a public school. Let us pray that this too may
be brought to pass. God has done marvelous things
in that village, “and the end is not yet.”

TESTIMONY

“I, Tung Chen Yu, the elder of Liang Chuang
village, wish to give the following testimony.

“Formerly there wcre many gamblers in our vil-
lage, but now there are nonc. Once there were many
who indulged in liquor, but now there are few.
Previously there were many who cursed, but now
not so. There was once many who bore false
witness, but now it is different. Before the pospel
came to our village there were none who could read,
but now many can read not only the old, but the
phonetic script. Once there were many poor, but
now there are more who are well-to-do. Tie whole
village, with one accord, has thrown off the false
and has accepted the true, has changed from the
wicked to the just. As a whole, “there is a great
change from what we once helieved.  The church
here is conlmually praising the Lord For this I
am happy.”
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a silent sermon all day-

STEPS IN STEWARDSHIP

The ecarth did not belong to my ancestors; thcy
could not give it to me.

It will not belong to my children; I can not
bequeath it to them.

It does belong to God; He entrusts a share of
its carc to me. I am His steward.

Stewards are rot required to be wealthy or bnl-
liant; but they are required to be faithful.

Faithful stewardship is not a passive affair; it
calls for thoughtful prayer, honest study, and work
and joyful obedience.

The tithz iz an acknowledzment that all I have
belongs to God. I am His debtor. The tithe is not
a frec-will offering. It is a debt to God for His
work. To withhold it is to rob God. By carefully
observing stewardship in financial, matters I be-
come a faithful steward of God's property. Steward-
ship includes the use of all talents for God.

The Christian who prays, “Thy kingdom come,
should be willing'te pay, as he prays. The tithe will
take care of the regular financial needs in kingdom
building.  Petition is folly if the petitioner refuses
to do his part in bringing the desired event to pass,
— Missionary Revicw of the World,

"
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A UNIQUE MEXICAN WEDDING
By Rev. J. D. Scorr.

As Brother Bower and I came up through Mexi-
co recently we stopped five days in Chiapas to visit
our work, and in the five days we had five weddings,
four of which were in one single ceremony. The civil
authorities came to the church, packed with the
villagers, and performed the legal rites in 'thé pres-
ence of the waiting crowd, and imniediately follow-
ing that we performed the religious ceremony wliich
united four happy couples, all of whom had lived to-
gclhcr Yor four yedrs, and had “familics. At the close
of the ceremony we baptized their babies, and
Brother Mota preached. This, will no doubt have
great weight with the people of the communuy, and
will be an cxample of the power of the gospel to
regulate the life.

Already other$ are wanting to take the way, and
have spoken to us to marry them upon our return
trip. God is working in Chiapas, as in other parts of
Mexico. Pray for this needy field.
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DON'T YOU DO IT

Don’t study the Bible unless you want to get
interested in foreign missions.

Don't pray for the evangelizing of the hecathen
unless yvou are willing to be one of the evangelists.

Don't pray for the' evangelizing of the heathen
unless you are willing to bear.your part of the ex-~
pense.

Don’t pretend to pray for a World-Wide Revival
il your real intcrest is limited to your own little
commumly

Don't gmagine that you are pr:xyiug in the name
of Jesus, who dicd for you, just because you men-
tion His name in your prayer, if your life is not
committed to His will as His was to the will of the
Fatlher.

Don't consider yourseli obedient to the Lord if
you are not as willing to serve Him in Africa or In-
dia or China as in your native land.

Don't call Jesus Lord unless you acknowledge His
ownership and obey His voice.

DON'T TRY TO MOCK COD

3.
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HISTORY OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY
WORK OF THE CHURCIH OF
THE NAZARENE

This gives just the information that you want on
the line indicated by this title. It is a volume of 64
pages, with tacon manila cover, illustrated. It con-
tains the best maps jn existence of our mission fields,
and is just what you want for your missionary meet-
ings. Dclivered in your letter box for 10c

GexerAL Boarp or Forercx Missions
2905 Troost AvE, Kaxsas Crmry, Mo.
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“But when he {Jesus]) saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion for them because they were
distressed and scattered, as shecp not having a
shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). :

With what feelings do we see the multitudes? Witn
indifference?
























