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“How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and
bring glad tidings of good things’’ ”

Kansas City, Mo., May 23, 1917

EDITORIAL

Loving With the Mind

gmf HAT is a wonderful law enunciated by the
— Savior wherein He says: “Thou shalt love
B the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with gll thy mind, and with
all thy strength.” It is easy enough to un-
CIRET a . :
erstand how we can love the Lord with
our heart and soul. We can sce how our strength can be put into
the love and that our strength will grow the more we love. A ques-
tion has been raised only as to whether we can love with our “mind.”
The attempt i3 made sometimes to claim exemption for the mind in
this duty of loving God. There is abroad in the land a conceit that
the intellect is essentially cold, calculating, frigid, unemotional and
dispassionate. It is dreamed that the mind has no connection with

—

Tove.

We are ready to concede that a great deal of truth may be arrived
at by a loveless mind, but this is far from conceding that the mind has
no relation to the duty of loving. Even in the realm of literature,
art, and sculpture, there are many truths which a man would never
reach but for a mind inflamed with ardor, passion, and intensity of
desire.  We had as well right here state that Christ used a different
Greek word for “mind” from the Greek word often employed by Paul
when he spoke of the mind. The significance of the word as used
by Christ is, “the faculty of understanding, feeling, desiring.” It is
distinctly these three things which man has to use to grip and grasp
many truths in literary and artistie realms and, also, even in under-
standing the best and noblest ofttimes in human character. He must
not only have “understanding” which implies the intcllective faculty,
but also “feeling and desire,” which involve the inflamation or passion
of the mere understanding mind.

There is a new word in literature which expresses the idea. Form-
erly in writing sketches or histories of persons we called our product
biographies or criticisms or studies. Now the word “appreeciation” is
of frequent use. It mcans that the writer comes to recount the deeds
or life of somebody in a spirit devoid of all purpose of ecriticism or
questioning, but with an ardent and passionate feeling and desire to
find and publish the best, the worthicst, the noblest in the subject
of which he is writing an “appreciation.”

It is thus we are to love God with our mind. God demands that
we love Him with all there is in us, with all our ransomed powers, in-
<luding the intellect. By what authority does anybody indulge the
vain conceit that the mind is to be set aside for the employment or
the use of the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and forbidding its ¢m-
ployment in the sacred office of loving God. Tt is just from minds
thus sought to be divorced from their highest and sacredcst duties and
employment that wc have beheld the avalanche of doubts, questions,
and eriticisms of God, of Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Bible. Such

is the inevitable result of the mental attitude of isolation and sepura-

tion from God. Whereas the specific command of God is that the
mind’s attitude shall be that of sceking diligently to understand the
will of the Lord, and with the solitary mental feeling and desire to
do His will and meet His welcome plaudit.

The will and command of God is that -we so love Him with the
mind that we approach Him and His work and His Word not crit-
ically, not with doubts or quibbles or questionings, but loyally,
reverently, believingly, submissively.

Away with that abomination of intellectual pride which is the
bane of so much of the acholarship of the age. It estranges men from
God, digs a gulf 'between man and Christ as the eternal Son of the

—

eternal God, and renders man cellous and impervious to the influence
and the power of the Holy Spirit. Such pride is of the earth, earthy,
and is of the kind that goeth before destruction.

The idea of divorcing God from the human mind would chill the
world’s literature with the icy finger of deeth, would atrophy the
human mind, would clip the broadest wings of human thought, would
wilt human genius and petrify into adamant one of the noblest pos-
sibilities of human nature for loving and serving the God of heaven.

Thank God we are not only commanded to love Him with our
“mind” but we can obey this blessed injunction. We can think His
thoughts, thrust our minds into hearty and ardent sympathy with
His movements, delight in His statutes, and love with all the inten-
sity and ardor of our intellect, as well as heart, the blessed revelation
of His glorious will as found in His precious Word. That precious
reservoir of inspired truth can set our minds on fire, inflaming them
with holy, passionate love and, aided by the co-working of all our
cansomed powers, enable us to glorify Him with our bodies and
spirits which are His.

Do the One and Do Not Neglect the Other

EVERAL very urgent nppeals have come of late, from the most
Sinﬂuential sources, for a great increase in the moral suasion
work. Drunkenness is on the increase, and these people believe
that the sovereign remedy is to apply our reformatory efforts wholly
to the unfortunate victims of strong drink, and onc by one rescue
them. We would not minify in the least, by a word we write, the
importance of the most diligent and constant individual work on the
moral sunsion line. No object appeals to our sympathies more acutely
than the poor, besotted inebriate. We always feel that he is more
sinned against than sinning, and long since we learned the unwisdom
and exceeding injustice of indulging harsh or severe words, or even
thoughts, against this unfortunate class. We would go any length
to rescuc the lowest and most depraved of these ruined men. We think
nothing should be aliowed to lessen or slacken the most painstaking
and earnest effort to reform every drunkard and every dram-drinker.
This, however, will necessarily be an exceedingly uncertain and a
desperately slow and discouraging process, or line of temperanece work,
if we make it our chief or sole work along this line. In fact, moral
suasion work will prove efficient and abiding practically in propor-
tion as the trafic is destroyed which produces drunkenness. Father
Matthew accomplished a marvelous work in Ireland many years ago.
and by his eloquent appeals about redeemed the land from the curse
of drink. But open saloons were left standing, the traffic having
formed no point in the splendid attack. Returning a few years later,
he found the reformed inebriates again engulfed in drunkenness. In
bitterncss and despair he bewniled his blunder, and saw and confessed
that the fatal dcfect in his reformatory work was the absence of an
accompanying movement for the suppression of the traffic altogether,
thereby removing the temiptation from before them. This is the
natural, rational, and only safe plan, and history abundantly proves it.
The exclusively moral suasion work arouses no antagonism from
the saloonmists. Indecd, they like such work and workers, becnuse,
as they themsclves allege, such reformation of the drunken victims
of their business helps to remove the grosser and baser fruits of
their business, and thereby tends to render it more tolerable and
less offensive to the public.

Keep up the moral suasion work, but along with it make a cease-
less and desperate warfare agninst the legalization of the deadly
traffic. Rcform the drunkard, but remove and utterly and for ever
deatroy by the strong arm of the law the infamous business which
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made him a drunkard and robbed hm wife of 5 husband and hia

children of a futher. Shame on a government in a civilized country .
And shame

which is a partner in a drunkard-miaking business!
on civilized men twenty-enc years of age and over, of sound mind,
who cast ballots to support and perpetuate a business which desolates
our homes, breaks the hearts of wives and mothers, and debauches
the bodies and damns the souls of men and boys made in the image
of God! Yes, by every token, human and divine, save and reform
the drunkard; but, at the same time, by every token, human and
divine, hurl into bottomless oblivion the accursed business now sus-
tained and upheld by Christian ballots—a business which makes
drunkards, and only drunkards and that continually.

Simon, The Cyrenian
THIS Cyrenian has a very brief sceriptural history. His biogra-

phy is contained in one passage which relates an incident which

occurred as the Roman soldiers led Jesus away to be crucified.
The verse says as the company wended their way toward the place of
crucifixion that they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, and on
him they laid the cross, “that he might bear it after Jesus.” The
verse says that Simon was “coming out of the country.” The Greek
literally reads that he was “coming from a field.”

There are some very important and striking lessons deducible
from this simple incident. The first point we gain which impresses
the mind is that here was an obscure man walking nlong the road
from hie place of labor, simply attending to his own business. The
point of importance is that while thus simply attending to his own
business he finds a wonderful opportunity. It is a great thing for
one to learn the joy and the blessing of attending to his own business.
Most of the trouble of life comes from people trying to attend to
somebody else’s business. The tendency or the habit to interfere or
intermeddle with the rights or dutics or privileges of somebody else
is a prolific source of many kinds of trouble in life. Peter warns
us against this habit when he charges that mone of us should suffer
“as a busybody in other men’s matters.”

No doubt Simon was quite disturbed at the time by this secming
interruption of his plans. It may have delayed his reaching home in
time for his meal or a hurried mission to the house for some imple-
ment. Perhaps mentally he regretted the interruption and the con-
sequent loss of time from his business. Yet, no doubt he lived to glory
in the wonderful opportunity he had which was the greatest act of
his life. When the riscn Jesus had appeared to the multitudes, and
His glad tidings were being proclaimed abroad and converts were
multiplied throughout the Roman empire, this humble man was often
permitted to say, “yes, I had a part in that wonderful man’s carcer,”
and proceeded to relate the marvelous privilege he had of bearing
the Savior's cross. i

How little sometimes we can understand the movements and vieis-
situdes of life here below. How often God brings to us unconsciously
some of the greatest blessings which seem at the moment to be any-
thing but blessings. Be it our habit and our joy to be ready to take
things as they come and push forward heroically, sweetly, -and pa-
tiently, leaving all issues in the hands of Him who is too wise to err
and too good to do wrong. .Of all things, let us cultivate the habit
of attending to our own business, however obscure and remote and
limited may be the sphere of our activity.

Another thought we learn from the Cyrenian'’s caee, is that a
seeming humiliation procured for him immortal fame. It scemed cer-
tainly humilinting to this casual stranger who had nothing to do
with this conflict which had brought a seeming guilty convict into the
toils of the law to meet its most drastic and disgraceful penalty on
the cross. And yet, as humiliating us was that cpisede in his life
it was the one act of his life after all which gave him immortality
of fame and made him known beyond the limits of his little farm
and beyond the brief space of his humble life. Who would ever
have heard of him but for his carrying the cross of his doomed Lord?
As it is, wherever the tragedy of the cross is read, the act of this hum-
ble toiler is read likewise, who bore the cross for the suffering Son of
God up the hill where Rome’s cruelty and Jewish hate were soon to
meet in exultation over the death of the innocent Soti of God.

How poorly we interpret our own lives. We can nat read aright
or discriminate between the accurrences of -our own life. We eall some”

places dark, some incidents we ‘term misfortunes, some happenings
we esteem ag sad and lamentable; yet in the eye of God and amid

the disclosures of subsequent history how diffefently these things are
to be secn. How often even before we reach the hattlements of heaven
we can look baek over the sw_eép of years in this life and say, “That
sad experience which so depressed and troubled me was the greatest
blessing of my life and the brightest spot which now charms and
delights my memory.” We often live to find that those unwclcome
and regretted things along the pathway turned out to be the best
things God had to give us.

There is one other thing that strikes us in Simon’s ease, and that
is that the call to take up another’s burden is life’s noblest chance.
Not the self-centered Iife but the altruistic life is thc noblest. It
is not when we are consecrating our powers upon personal ambition

- or ease or pleasure or gain that life is reaching its noblest activity. -

It is when we stoop to put our shoulder under the burden of a brother
to share with him the load, it is when we weep with those who weep,
it is when we reach forth the helping hand that we are in the noblest
employ, and meet the swecetest smiles of our approving Father in
heaven. This is life’s noblest privilege, its loftiest oppertunity, its
erown of greatest glory. To this God invites and calls us, “to bear one
another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ.” This is the highest
and final department in the school of Christ. This part of the divine
curriculum won, we graduate into the nearest and noblest likeness
to Jesus himself. Let us not be content until we reach this glad con-
summation and cnjoy it as a business and a habit to heed promptly
the call to take up the burdens of others that we may thus fulfil the
the law of the blessed Christ.

An Admission Which Means Nothing

F it be admitted, as is claimed by some, that the Christian min-
Iistry exerts less intellectual influence upon society than it did

formerly, the fact would not argue any decline in the intellectual
or educational standard of the clergy. It would mean simply a
marked elevation of the average culture of the masses. The clergy
has likewise increased in culture, and is today more cultured than
ever in its history, but its advance of late ycars has been less con-
spicuous than that of society in general, simply because the.clergy
has had less distance to go, as they were so far in advance of the
general culturc of society. Formerly preachers were the main de-
pendence for teachers and instructors in most all branches of educa-
tion. Now, and very properly, this duty is relegated to a distinct
profession of teachers, scientists, and specialists, and the ministry
is left to address more exclusively to the purely spiritual and min-
isterial functions of the Church. While the clergy should in no
sense or degree neglect or discount intellectual culture, it must be
remembered that it is not by “intellectual influence” that the preacher
is to convert souls. Lectures on Emerson, sermons on Thackery, and
homilies on Geologic themes, may attract the notice and the attendance
of a few of the literary, but will not convict themofeinoradvance them
in the life of faith after they come. Sin and salvation, the Holy
Ghost, and Christ, are thcmes essential and profoundly interesting
to the unlettered and the literati, and it is all the better for both
classes if these truths be discussed in the simplest, but most cultured
terms, which sanctified learning end scholarship can command.
It is Christ, however, and not culture that will save; but He can
use and He delights to use the most refined, ns well as the rudest
means.

Tune Lorp BulLps from the bottom: the Devil tears down from
the top. From the poor came the Son of God. Among the poor
labored chiefly the Son of God. Among the poor the gospel was
planted. Among them the early apostles were found. Down through
the avarice, the lust, and the fashion of the membership, and the
ambition and vanity of the chief ministry, the Devil comes to the
corruption of the Church, and her failure to meet the end of her
divine mission. Such is the lesson of history.

THINGS CHANGE to your view sometimes as much from change i
your vision as in the things themselves. *‘How dark it has become,”
says the man struck with sudden blindness. 1t is net dark; but the
poor man has no eyes fo see the light. Let us be careful that the
changes for the worse we see so often in things are not from changes
in our moral vision. Remember, however, that. blindness will also
prevent vo’lfn_ seeing changes which have occurred or are actually
oceurring.










conclude that the “secondary personality’ who
gives the message from the boy is of very low
intelligence. Here is a sample: “He 1s a jolly
poy, and everybody loves him. It is ripping
to see & boy like this. He has been sleeping
a long time, but has spoken today.” ‘The parsa-
dise is materialistic. Raymond is said to “dis-
jike white clothes, but will get used to them
after awhile.” He has a “nice doggle with a
fine, bushy tail.”” Mr. Lodge is also informed
that his son has & “nice new tooth” in place
of the one he had lost. He is also comforted
with the Intelligence that the boy has plenty of
soda water and cigars.

This is the kind of stuff one of the most
learned men fin England has put into book
form and sent forth as a contribution to the
evidences for immortality. But fn it all there
is nothing new. It is only spiritism that has
gained a devotee In a learned man, who, un-
willing to bow to the supreme authority of the
word of God, worships at the shrine of in-
genfous fakers and swallows every thing they
say. What fool stuff people will accept who
reject the Word of God and the way of faith!
“They give heed to seducing spirits and doc
trines of devils,” so says Paul. We know ot
nothing more destructive to Christian faith,
and demoralizing to character than spiritism,
or the endeavor to penetrate that realm that
has been hidden from us.

Soda water and cigars would be indispens-
able in the paradise of those whose supreme
satisfaction 1s realized in the gratification of
physical appetites, And preachers who talk
as though godless and worldly people, even
though they die in a worthy cause, have gone
to heaven, must not have in mind the heaven
of the Bible into which nothing may enter that
defileth, but the heaven revealed by the medium
to Sir Oliver Lodge, a place where the carnal
appetites may be gratified. Such teaching is
in perfect accord with Mohammedanism that
promises its devotees sensuous delights. And
it {5 back to heathenlsm that the proud iIntel-
leet of man would lead us, when it is mnot
enlightened by the Spirit of God. Hume, Hux-
ley, Spencer, Mill, and other great minds re-
fused to accept the authority of the Word of
God. They wandered in darkness. One of the
most fascinating books we have ever read is
Doctor Fitchett's book, *“The Belief of Un-
belief.” 1In this he shows that those who reject
the Word are compelled to belleve things more
taxing to the credulity of man than anything
advocated by the Bible. Alas! that in the
church we have so many infidels teaching in
theological seminaries, and holding forth from
pulpits the same doctrines that Tom Paine
advocated. THey bring the Word of God to
the touch stone of their “spiritual instincts"
and say this i{s to be accepted, and that must
be rejected. They do this in the name of scien-
tific method, and under the authority of su-
perfor knowledge. But this folly is sooner or
later made manifest in the conclusions they
reach.

Let faith, then, and not carnal reason be our
gulde. A faith that believes the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation; what it says about God,
man, sfn, Christ, salvation, holiness, and
heaven. The best of mll 18 that when our
hearts have been purified from carnality our
doubts are all gone. We have no place for
vain speculation. We live {n the realm of cer-
tainty. We have an experfence that fully satis-
fies us here, and we know some day the veil
will be lifted and “we shall see him as he is.”

MONOCTON, PA.

—_—

What is our life? It Is a mission to go
Into every corner we can reach, and reconquer
for God's beatitude His unhappy world back
to Him. It is a devotion of ourselves to the
bliss of the divine life by the beautiful apos-
tolate of kindness.~Faber,

—_——

The Lord Jesus was treated as if He had
been guilty of my din, and I am treated as if
1 had performed His righteousness. What a
Mystery of mercy is this!—Selected.

L.
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Efficiency In Altar Work
Mrs. M. V. Hall

Study to shew thyself approcved unto God, a
workman that necdeth not {o be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

HE watch word of the present century is

I “efficiency.” On every hand the demand

for efficlent workers is greater than ever
before. The well tralned hand and brain are
at & premium. To be really efficlent requires
a close study of every phase of the chosen flield
of labor. To the lewyer, efficiency means
months and years' hard study of law. To the
physician, years, nay, a life time of study and
practice. To the Christian worker, efticiency
means an earnest, careful, prayerful study of
the Word of God and a wise understanding of
every phase of Christian work.

One of the most important phases of the
holiness movemeént is the alar service, I
praise God for the old-tashioned altar service
in which many thousands have swept through
to victory in Christ. I do not believe & preach-
ing service should close without an opportunity
being given for hungry souls to come to the
altar and find God.

The call to the altar should never be hurried
through. This is a day of rush and hurry,
get through and go. But we ghould be in no
hurry to close an opportunity to win souls
for our Christ. - Neither should the call be
prolonged until the congregation becomes rest-
less and tired. Show the people you are really
interested in their welfare. Never tell them,
“You can come to the altar if you want to, and
if not go on to hell.”” Deal with them lovingly
and faithfully as a true representative of Jesus
Christ. Let the altar call be a time of much
prayer. One of the hest plangs I have ever
seen {8 for a number of workers, who can really
pray through and touch the throne, to kneel
inside the altar and silently or audibly in a
low tone, or, should the Holy Spirit lead, loudly
pray. This creates an atmosphere of prayer,
defeats Satan, and makes it easy for those
wanting help to step out and kneel for prayer.
It s far easler to come to an gltar where & num-
ber of devout people are praying than to step
out gll alone. .

Then singing 18 very important. Sing ap-
propriate songs. Don't sing, “Hark from the
tomb a doleful sound,” neither sing some song
to the tune of “Casey Jones,” or “Tipperary.”
Sing songs which will point the soul to the
“Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world.”

The wise pastor or evangelist will watch the
service and keep his hand on the situation,
and will not let some well meaning but fanatie-
al brother or sister take 1t out of his hands.
Especial care should be exercised In dealing
with penitents. This is far more important
than some think. There are many earnest, God-
fearing Christians upon whom the lord has
smiled and poured numberless blessings, and
whose prayers and faith are honored, who are
not successful in dealing with penitents; while
others have an unction especially on thisg line.
Let each one find his place and do his best to
fill it

Were I to attempt to lay down any rules for
dealing with penitents I would say: First, be-
fore dealing with an immortal soul about sal-
vation, walt before God until you have a mes-
sage from Him, some line of thought and
Scripture to be used. Find out what is the
need and give Scripture and {imstruction on
that line. Use-the Word. The penitent who
gets victory through gstanding on the Word
will develop into a strong Christlan, Don't
expect every one to get blessed in the same
way. Each one has an individuality distinctly
his own, and the Holy Spirit will work in har-
mony with it. There {8 so much difference in
temperament, that there must of necessity be
diversity of operation. Some penitents have
to be shouted through; they can not believe
until Bome one shouts. Then they ''step out
on the promise,” and the glory rolls over their

souls. Others must be dealt with quietly and
calmly. Many earnest seekers have told the
writer that they could not get victory at the
altar because of the confusion. A woman,
gentle, delicate, and refined knelt for prayer to
be sanctified. A very zealous worker stood
near crying at the top of his voice, “put up
your hands and pray.” The lady was confused
and seemed undecided whether to get up and
go away, or continue to pray. Another worker,
taking in the situation, guietly slipped in and
fn a low tone began to pray for and instruct
her, and soon had the joy of seelng her rejoic-
ing because of a heart purified by the precious
blood.

Do not talk to penitents when others are
talking to them. There are few people who
can understand two talking at once. Never
urge penitents to profess, but urge them to
pray through. I would rather see one penitent
prayed through than two talked through. Pray
much, and above all have Christ in your own
heart. Keep yourself pure and unspotted from
the world, and the glory in your soul, and God
will bless {n the altar service and in dealing
with penitents.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

The Sinful Heart Is Ever
the Same
1. T. Stovall

THE above title {s taken from 'Sin and
Soclety,” by Edward A. Ross, a book that
{s worth reading. Adam's sons today
have the same sinful nature that his first sons
had. But sin changes its outward form as it
finds new opportunities and less opposition.
Society is growing complex and can be harmed
in more ways than ever, and new ways are
developing as fast as society changes. In the
days of candle, sorghum, loom, and stage coach
there were no gas, sugar, manufacturing, and
railroad interests to vex politics. People were
never so dependent, because their mneeds are
supplied from so many sources. Here s where
the man of power can take advantage. He can
defy the law and go unpunished on account of
the influence of his wealth. He may sin against
thousands because of the mutualism of our
times, while the man of olden times did murder
but one until he was stoned.

Paul says that rulers are not a terror to
good works, but to the evil. This is true, and
yet legislation is chasing the transgressor, but
catches few. Laws do not keep abreast with
the needs, and public opinion s far behind
law. The public must become aroused before
law is successful in bringing about the punish-
ment of the transgressor. Because of this, new
forms of sin against soclety thrive for years
before checked by law; and by the time these
devices of the sinful heart are checked, new
schemes and usually worse ones are devised
and likewise thrive til} put down by public
opinfon. As long as Satan is going about as
a roaring lHon seeking whom he can devour,
he will continue to deceive men. Every session
of congress adds to our list of numerous laws
and each succeeding session finds new forms
of sin to legislate sgainst, and so shall it ever
be as long as man has the Adamic nature.

The awful liquor traffic should have been
put down years 8go by an aroused public. And
the tobacco evil should meet a like fate. But
public opinfon will have to be aroused. As
people become enlightened and educated they
are better qualified to become servants of the
Lord or of Satan according to the nature of
their hearts. If the uneducated servant of the
Lord can do great things now, it {s logical that
he could have done greater things for God and
humanity if he had been better qualified. So
it is with the transgressor. The learned serv-
ant of Belial may murder his scores from a
long range, while the man who assaults his
neighbor is mobbed without trial. 'Thus the
sinful heart is ever the same, but its gualifica-
tions and possibilities are greater for bad.







I think the ideal class hour would be what
we might term the round-up, where every
member, through assignment and study, would
work out the lesson under the superintendence
of the teacher. But how few classes we have
with “every member a student,” but they often
come together and snatch in a haphazard way
a few truths from a partly covered lesson. In
such a class it is hard to hold the unanimous
attention all the time. We must of course be
the example of our c¢lass. We must have their
confldence, we must be prepared, then expect
study; draw from their knowledge. Do not
tell the class what they should tell themselves,
Be natural, friendly, cheerful, cordial, tender,
and patient. Avoid irritability. If you do not
succeed at first, keep sweet and keep trying.
You had better fail than to show irritation.

We must have system and plan in our feach-
ing if we expect to cover the ground. Then
have the Holy Spirit with us to help us. Be
keen and able to apply the truths at the proper
timne and the suitable way. For the final test,
is not how well we have taught or studied,
but what results have we gained.

Young People’s Society
- J. D. Wadley
The Value to the Church

OME things God gives often; some He
Sglves only once. The seasons return again

and again, and the flowers change with
the months, but youth comes twice to no man.
Lite, like the iazndscape, needs to be studied,
to be realized in any completeness. It is only
by dwelling on details that we slowly master
the whele and know either its faults or beauties
aright. Half an hour's thought on yocuth would
go far, It used to contrast with other parts of
the plcture of life to make it more semnsible of
its highest happiness.

I wish to help such a bit of reflection by set-
ting the heart and head to thinking, by some
hints and remindings, which are all the case
allows. I can only suggest what each must
follow up, and enlarge and vary from his own
experience. I can only scatter some seeds which
each must water and quicken for himself.

Life, iike the fountain of Ammon, overflows
at dawn and early morning. As it gets older,
it still has pleasures, but they are scber and
staid, tinged with a darker green or an autumn
brawn. Spring leaves have a tint we miss in
July and October, thelr freshness and trans-
parency pass; the brook sings as it runs; the
tiver glides more quietly; and the sea moans.
‘We all love to be young and there is joy In the
thought of our youth returning when we reach
heaven. Everything young Is happy; God
glves all nature so0 many days" grace before
its troubles begin. Youth is the great trans-
former — it transfigures everything tc its own
brightness and, like the sum, makes a pavilion
of its own beams.

It is easy to understand how this comes.
The health we have while we are young glves
a charm to existence. The rosy cheek, the
light step, the merry laugh, the buoyant energy,
the artless enthusiasm, the freedom from care,
the unwearying strength, and the hope that
sings o’er us, are all its gifts,

I have not yet named the highest endowment
of youth — its religlousness. Not that at its
best, it is all that God requires, for no age can
dispense wlith His grace, or rise to its ideal,
unless it has been ‘“bora from above.” But
the heart {s soft and tender In early life com-
pared to what it becomes later. The excesses
we often deplere~in youth are no proof to the

contrary, for the soll that grows lusty weeds

would bear as vigorous coro. The soul, Hke
the face, shines while we are young. It has
a susceptibllity for rellglous impressions that
passes away as we grow older. The heart con-

trols in youth; in manhood the head takes the-
lead. The affections are, as yet, free for good.

or for evil, whatever their blas, the final choice
18 not yet determined. In manhood, habits,
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thoughts, and aversion to religion can be
changed only at the most terrible cost of mental
and spiritual struggle. The leaf takes its color
while soft and tender. In spring the soft
earth drinks in the light and showers; later
in the year it is baked and sodden. All that
attracts us in a young man gives the greater
predisposition toward religion; its qualities
need only a right direction; its affections thelr
supreme object in God, rather than fn man or
the world. It is unnatural in the young not
to be religiously disposed, compared with what
they become if their serious thoughts be neg-
lected they are “not far from the kingdom.”
It is only by an effort that conscience can be
drowned while we are young; when we are
older it takes an effort to rouse. God wrestles
with us in the dawning of the day.

It is an irresistible proof of all this that the
great majority of religious persons become so
in early life. To let that season pass without
deciding for God is to lose time specially fitted
by Him for doing so, for though He take-us at
any age, He seeks us in our prime, that our
whole 1ife may be blessed in His service. He
likes the opentng flowers rather than one that
is blown and fading. The gifts of youth are
too noble to be lavished on anything less, and
find their complement only fn dedication to
His service In their earliest prime.

It needs only & moment's reflection to verify
all I have said. The world, in all {ts affairs,
is mainly what young men have made it. Man-
hood and age may often have taught, but it is
youth that makes the disciples, and spreads the
doctrine. The theories of the fathers are the
starting point of the practice of the sons. In
war and peace, in common life and relfglon, it
1s youth by which things have been mainly
shaped as they are.

A glance at facts tells a striking story. Alex-
ander overthrew the great king In extreme
vouth, and saved Europe from becoming
Asiatic; Bonaparte had conquered Italy at
twenty-five; Don Juan of Austria, at the same
age won the battle of Lepanto, and saved
Christendom from the Turk. Romulus founded
Rome before he was twenty; Newton had com-
pleted many of his greatest discoveries and
laid the foundation of all before he was twenty-
five.

It has been the same in religion. Luther had
won Germany to the reformatfon at thirty-
five; Whitefield and Wesley had begun the great
revival of the elghteenth century whlle still
students at Oxford; Melancthon was keenly de-
fending Luther, and had gained the Greek
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chair at Wittemberg when he was twenty-one.
At this moment, what would religion do with-
out the zeal and labors of the young? They
fill our Sunday schools, work out our purposes;
and are the strength of every movement. With-
out them the tide would soon turn, and the
progress of the world would be stayed- Early
vigor, consecrated to God, works miracles.
Older men have their honored work, and are
no less needed than younger, but the Ilving
force of man that hielps to conquer the world
for God i3 the fresh enthusiasm of opening
life. Years may counsel, stimulate, and provide
the means, but the hard work must fall mainly
on young strength and zeal. Once won to God,
there is no hesitation or_ half-hearted service.
Youth feels itself only a steward, and gives
itself up with unshrinking devotion. In view
of these facts, why is there the sad neglect and
lifeless indifference to the young people’s work
that is found among the pastors and churches
of the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene?

The young people are indispensable to the
church. A church without a Young People’s Sor
clety is as a family without children. In a
church where there {s no such organization, the
pastor’s burdens are heavier, more duties
weigh upon him, and many things are left
undone which should be done simply because
there was no one who could or who would do
them. While, on the other hand, if the same
church has & Young People’'s Soclety, the young
people would help ecarry the burdens of the
church, would decrease the number of duties on
the pastor and in many ways would do great
and effective work for the church.

Agaln we say, the Y. P. S. is a valuable part
of the church, and when we gpeak of such a
soclety we mean a live organization of energetic
young people who work at their job and do
things for God.

Now let us notice in particular the wvalues
of the Y. P. S. to the church. First let us look
at the organized effort of the soclety. The
purpose of the soclety is to lead young people
to Christ and Into His church. Young people
away from God, as a rule, will not listen to
the pleas of older peopie, and will pass them
by without much thought, with the excuse that
it is all right for older people to be religious.
But when young people of thelr own age come
to them and ask them to be saved, they are
caused to think and are convinced by those
young lives that there is joy and blessing in
serving God in youth. And sooner or later
they are brought to God through the efforts
and prayers of a young person.

Not only is it an effort to bring young people
to Christ, but it is an effort to establish them
firmly in the faith. Many converts go back to
thelr old lives, because they have no encour-
agement, and have not the falth of God, when
{f there were a Y. P. S. for them to attend they
would become established and find such fellow-
ship and inspiration there that they could
stand against the temptatfons which assail
them, and as a result become workers in the
vineyard of our Lord. : .

Secondly, the Young People’s Soclety is a
training school for the church. Into this so-
ciety the new convert, however young or feeble
he may be, is invited to come at once. Here
he Is immediately recognized as a Christlan
and is afforded the opportunity to acknowledge
his Savior and to testify to His saving power,
which he i3 encouraged to do. This work ac-
customs him to the sound of his own voice In
public prayer and testimony. It causes him
to feel that he has a part to perform in the
activities of the church. This is the training
for the young person, but now let us notice

the relation that some one must fill, and it is |

not expedient to have some fliling its offices
who have no training. With the training de.
rived from the Young People's Society they
are competent for the offices which the church
miglt have need to place upon them, and they
become naturally and easily the pastor’s trusted
helpers.

Last, but not least, is the principle of loyalty
which results from such training. This society

























[Specimen of Type.]

Judah's posterity. 1 CHRONICLES, 2. Caled's posterity.,
53 Duke Ké'niiz, duke Té'man, duke 19 And when A-zii'bah was dead,
P4 Dt Migdicl duke I O e "Ephrath,
] ~€! e I'rarm. which bare
These are the dukes of £'dom. 1cenn | 20 And Hr begat U'rl, and 0"
CHAPTER 2. it |besut Be-zil'eel™
3 Fhe soms of et 3 The povterty f Juded . 21 And afterward H¥z'ron went in
iMidemm o Jesse. 18 e 5 Geiob ,:-;;l 2gema [P0 thedaughter of MA'chir'’ the fa-
z;.www’:“"wnxmmqu T Sdnan | © “wia |ther of Gil'e-ad, whom he ‘married
wkHESE are the song of <¥g'ra-el; Zr?; ghgebmimhmthmm yoars old;
L Reyben,' Sim'e-on, 1&vi, and PEASER™ | 99 And S6'gub begat J&' ir, who had
Ji'dah, Isst'yclmr, and u-lin, ez l:hl:ee and twenty cities in the land of
2Din Jo'seph, and Bén,]&-mln ks |Gl'e-ad.

Na&ph'ta-li, Gid, and Xsh’

25 And* he took G&'shur, and A'ram,






