

















flcilency experts establishing and enforcing ef-
ficlency standards. But this age did not or-
iginate the idea. Some time ago God said, “I
am the almighty God: walk before me, and be
thou perfect.” Somg time later His servant
called attention to this standard of efficlency
in these words, “Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed.” Again, Jesus said, “By their
fruits ye shall know them.” Now, my friend,
if you are opposed to organized holiness, how
does wour plan measure by this Bible standard?
Ts your method producing the results God de-
mands? Does the world see that your system
is '"‘approved unto God?” Have you need t»
be ashamed of {its workmanship and, conse-
quently, of your connection with it? If un-
holiness is not (and it s not) producing regu-
lar and abundant fruitage of holy folks, people
“approved unto God,” better eliminate it from
your scheme of life. T1f unorganized or dis-
organized holiness fails (and it does) to reach
the Bible standard of efficiency, bhetter “let the
tail go with the hide” and come into a prac-
tical, organized holiness movement that is show-
ing itself approved unto God and {is not
ashamed to be judged by its fruit. To epitomize
what has been said, organized holiness is
simply the ¢ommon sense way to promote com-
mon sense. “Know all men by these presents”
that we believe in organized holiness with all
our heart, mind, soul, spirit, pocketbook, and
church membership. Don't you?

Sub-Normal Christians
W. E. Shepard

HEN a physician enters a sick room, the
Wﬁrst thing he does is to diagnose the
case. He may use various methods to
enable him properly to locate the trouble. He

asks questions, looks at the tongue, feels of the
pulse, watches the respiration, possibly uses

his stethoscone to determine heart and lung-

conditions, but invariably uses the thermometer
to test the temperature. If the temperature is
ninety-elght and six-tenths degrees, the physi-
cian pronounces it normal. If above that mark
he says there is temperature. If below that
mark, he calls it sub-normal.

The word normal comes from the Latin word
norma, meaning rule. It means ‘‘according to
established law or principle; regular or nat-
ural.” The prefix, ‘“sub,”” means below, or
under. Sub-normal temperature, then, means
the regular or natural temperature has fallen.
It indicates a loss of vitality. The person has
not sufficient vital force. He lacks life.

Does this condition not obtain everywhere
among Christians? Are there not multitudes
who are below the standard, the proper rule, of
Christian iving? Let us apply this to various
characteristics of the Christian life.

1. SUB-NORMAIL SERVICE.

How many there are who claim everything
In the catalog of Christian experience, who are
below par in real Christian activities. They
are not the standbys of the church. They may
be at church, or they may not. They are as
Hkely to remain away from prayermeeting as
to attend. It is no surprise at all to the pastor
not to see them at any particular service. If
they feel like testitying, or praying, they may
take hold, but they can not be counted on.
Working around the altar is entirely outside
of their domain of service. They are below
normal — they are sub-normal.

2. , SUR-NORMAL JOY,

This is the spiritual temperature of, alas,
too many. They intrench themselves behind
the thought, that they are not demonstrative;
that they are naturally quiet; that it is not
their disposition to be noisy. They get great
comfort out of the old statement, that *“still
waters run deep,” forgetting that still waters
really do not run at all, else they wouid not
be still. We would not place any undue pre-
mium on outward manifestations, yet we do
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believe the Bible when it says, that the fruit
of the Spirit is “joy.”” We need more joy in our
meetings; more of -that which differentiates
those who are normal in experience from those
who are leaked out, sub-normal, lacking in
spiritual vitality,

3. SUB-NORMAL LOVE.

Oh, for a burning love, coming hot from a
heart filled with the Holy Ghost! Cooled-off
love is too apparent everywhere. It becomes
slack in its efforts to save the lost. It is little
interested in the foreign field. It ecan not be
depended upon in revival meetings. It seldom
buttonholes a sinner and tries to lead him to
Christ. It does not shed tears over a lost
world. It is not enraptured with the presence
of the Christ who died for them. Reader, is
your love sub-normal?

4. SUR-NORMAL PRAYING.

The one suffering from such temperature may
have family prayers, or he may not. Possibly
for slight reasons he feels free to neglect it.
He may kneel at his bedside on arising in the
morning, and retiring at night (providing he
does not forget it), but he never gets broken
up and finds himself with tears flowing freely.
as he melts before the great God, who has
asked us to come into His presence with praise.
Long seasons of earnest prayer are seldom, if
ever, a part of his religious program. “Pray-
ing through,” *“hearing from heaven,” '‘God's
volce,” “the witness from heaven,” are ox-
pressions really outside of his vernacular. His
prayer life is below normal. .

5. SUR-NORMAL FAITH.

Ask him if he believes God, and he responds
in the affirmative. He believes the Bible from
lid to 1id. He Is orthodex through and through.
He claims to have been justified by faith, sanc-
tified by faith, and is now living by faith; but.
after all, he is sub-normal in his faith. Real
faith is expectant -and appropriative. Tt ac-
companies real “praying through” and “hearing
from heaven.” It gets somewhere and gets
something. It does not simply say prayers; ft
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prays. Real mormal praying gets hot on the_
trail of God’s promises and never stops tlll

the object is obtained. Sub-normal faith is

easy-going. If it comes, all right; and if it

does not come, all right. It says its prayers

and rests contented. It is not hot; it is of low

temperature. It lias cooled off.

6. SUB-NORMAL GIVING.

He gives, because he is expected to give. Pos-
sibly he tithes his money. He may be very
automatic, and systematic, and perfunctory. It
does not change his feelings when he gives. If
it should change his feclings at all it would
make him feel worse than before he gave., This
is a better giver than the one who has no
change of feeling. He has not given enough to
make any change. He did not part with enough
change to get any back. Had he not been sub-
normal, he would have reached the third degren.
the state of being blessed. He would have
been “hilarious.” The normal giver, the one
who is up to the proper standard in Christian
giving, gives according as God has placed in

his hands, gives joyfully, hilariously, to the
glory of God.
T. SUR-NORMAL PREACHING
It pleases sub-normals in general, but dis-

appoints those who want a whole gospel. It is
very careful not to offend, especially those high
up in church circles and who have money. It
is very careful of its phraseology of holiness.
It ascertains what the bulk of the congregation
believes and wants, and feeds them according-
ly. It is not hard for such to ‘become all
things to all men,” that he may not offend
them.

If he were normal, he would get his mes-
sages from God, and deliver them in the fear
of God, and leave all results with Him. Some
would doubtless get mad, others would be glad,
some would get saved, others sanctifled, and
saints would be built up In their most holy
faith.

Reader, will you please place God’s thermom-
eter up against your heart and find out for
yourself if you are normal, or sub-normal?

The Pastor and the Church
C. H. Strong

nomination. Other officials have their
place, but fall into insignificance {in com-
parison. The pastors weave into the church
the woof and warp of their life’s blood. They
breathe into it the Spirit of God as they have
had it imparted unto them. Their pulpit and
private utterances are welghty or light in pro-
portion to their experlences of grace. Like
Peter, they are to be both an elder and a wit-
ness, not merely a preacher in the pulpit, but
as witness and a preacher both in and out of
the pulpit. What preacher has not won many
a victory by personal testimony when all othe~
things had failed? Paul extricated himself
from many a tangle by witnessing to an ever
present experience of salvation. He could testi-
fy to sore disappointments, sad experiences,
bitter tears, lonely hours, mental angulsh.
crushing burdens, physical tests, financial
loads, and betraying brethren, and do it in a
way that would lock the jaws of the Enemy
and in a manner that has ever after been a
boon to preachers and others along the vista
of time.
The successful pastor must be punctual, al-
ways on time for- service, not expecting the
meeting to start while he loiters around some

THE pastor molds the destiny of the de-

place else. Successful business men open shop
on time. The pastor ought not to be less
careless.

He must be persistent fn hils fight of falth.
The woman was avenged of her adversary by
the unjust judge because she would not be de-
feated. The man who wanted the loaves dfd
not surrender his effort until he had the bread
under his arm. Edison spent months testing

his talking machine before it was perfected.
Cyrus Field met many a rebuff and ridicule
in his effort to cable the ocean before he was
rewarded.

The pastor will have miserable comforters
a-plenty to ground his faith while battling for
souls, but it he holds on, many a hard case will
be delivered. Persistency will win.

Patience will be of great need in the pastor-
ate. Things often move slow for Ged, while
the world goes rapidly on. Members some-
times display discouragement because of slow
progress. Some will be at the altar every re-
vival and several times between. Patience will
be needed to teach them the same lessons over
and over until they become established: Others
will be slow to see the errors of their ways.
Some will be for ever in the nurseries, while
still others in their zeal will always be getting
into things and running to the pastor for lrelp.
Patience under such circumstances will not
come amiss. Putting confidence in a brother
or sister only to be betrayed will take “the
grace of patience to endure in silence and wait
for God to speak. To be sick while others are
well; in poverty, while others are in plenty,
to sece men sScemingly prospering and being
promoted by what to you are questionable
methods will take grace to sit quietly by and
in patience possess your soul.

Prayer is the mighty factor in the pastorate.
It drives away doubt, warms the soul, tenders
the heart, kindles love, feeds the mind, arouses
the imagination, clarifies the vision, reveals
the Word, touches the sympathies, makes hard
things easy, heavy work light, and sends the
preacher to his congregation a master of cere-






























