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T H E  O L D  O B S E R V A T IO N .  “ I t  t a k e s  a ll  
k in d s  of peop le  to m a k e  a w o r ld ,” c e r 
t a in ly  is i l l u s t r a te d  in th e  m ost  fa m o u s  
Old  T e s ta m e n t  t r io  of th e m  a l l— A b r a h a m ,  
Isaac , a n d  Ja c o b .  W h a t  a v a r i e t y  in th r e e  
g e n e ra t io n s !  A n d  G od  id e n t i f i e d  h im se l f  
as the  G od of all th ree .

“T h e  G od  of A b r a h a m .” T h a t  m a k e s  
sense. A b r a h a m  g ives  us th e  fe e l in g  of 
m a je s t ic  co n s is ten cy .  Y o u  c a n  be s u re  
w h a t  A b r a h a m  w ill  do. H e w il l  be s t ro n g ,  
noble ,  s te a d fa s t ,  f a i th f u l ,  o b e d ie n t ,  a n d  
c o u rag eo u s .

"T h e  G od of I s a a c .” W h i le  th i s  does no t  
p ro d u c e  the  se n se  of s t r e n g th  a n d  a u th o r i t y  
w e  feel in r e l a t io n  to A b r a h a m ,  t h e r e  is 
s till  an  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  a b o u t  “ th e  G od  of 
Isaac ."  Isaac  is m o re  b la n d  in  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  
m u c h  less v ig o ro u s  in  c h a r a c te r  t h a n  A b r a 
ham . a n d  c a n  he i n f lu e n c e d  ea s i ly  b r
o thers .  B u t  e v e n  w i th  h is  p a s s iv i ty ,  t h e r e  
is still  a k in d  of r e g u l a r i ty  a n d  c o n s is te n c y  
a b o u t  Isaac.

B u t  J a c o b — y ou  n e v e r  c a n  te ll  a b o u t  
J a c o b  “T h e  God of A b r a h a m ”— yes. “T h e  
God of I s a a c ” —yes. B u t  “ th e  G od  of 
J a c o b " ?  H o w  c a n  (his he?  J a c o b  is c lever ,  
t r ic k y ,  u n p r e d ic t a b l e .  To a  c e r t a i n  v i ta l  
p o in t  in his c a r e e r  it seem s  t h a t  he  w ill  
l ive a c h e c k e re d  life, g iv in g  h im se l f  w h o lly  
to h is  o w n  in te re s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  to 
J a c o b  t h a t  G od  sa id .  “ B eho ld ,  I  a m  w i th  
thee , a n d  w ill  k e e p  th e e  in  a ll  p laces  
w h i th e r  th o u  goest."

J a c o b ’s d r e a m  a t  B e th e l  m a d e  a g r e a t  
ch a n g e  in  h im ,  fo r  it w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  he 
a t t a in e d  s u f f i c ie n t  s p i r i t u a l  v ic to ry  to 
p ro m ise  God t h a t  he  w o u ld  be f a i t h f u l  in 
h is  m a te r i a l  s te w a rd s h ip :  “ O f  all  t h a t  tho u  
sha ll  g ive  m e I w il l  s u re ly  g ive  th e  t e n th  
u n to  th e e .” B u t  th e  fu l l  m e a n in g  of the  
p ro m ise  c a m e  o n ly  011 th e  n ig h t  J a c o b  m e t  
God a t  P e n ie l .  T h e re ,  f i l led  w i th  s u c h  
h u n g e r  fo r  G o d ’s b le s s in g  a n d  s u c h  d e s ir e  
fo r  G o d ’s w ill  t h a t  he  w o u ld  n o t  be  d e n ie d ,  
G od a n s w e r e d  h is  c ry  a n d  m e t  h is  deep  
s p i r i tu a l  need .

I t  is a b le ssed  fact  t h a t  o u r  G od  is no t  
on ly  “ the  G od  of A b r a h a m ,  a n d  th e  God 
of I s a a c .” H e  is a lso  “ th e  G od  of J a c o b .” 
W h a te v e r  th e  q u i r k s  a n d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  of 
o u r  n a t u r e ,  G od  is ab le ,  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  
C h r is t ,  so to t r a n s f o r m  o u r  h e a r t s  as to 
h r i n g  us u n d e r  th e  fu l l  m e a s u r e  of H is  
r e d e m p t iv e  p ro v is io n s .



Borrow

No

More
By  EARL C. WOLF
Ed ito r of the B ib le  School Journal

IT IS SO l-.ASY for all of us to borrow  from  to
morrow’s s torehouse  of b u rd en s  a n d  cares. O ften  
today's effectiveness a n d  s treng th  are d im in ished  
pecause we have tried to carry tom o rro w ’s concerns 
llong w ith  the  presen t  w eight of responsibility . At 
Other times we d ig  in to  the dus t  of the yesterdays 
to uncover some fa i lu re  or ungrasped  o p po r tu n ity .

We do  this in spite  of the  fact th a t  [esus told 
us, “Sufficient u n to  the day is the evil the reo f” 
IM atthew  6 :34 ) .  T h e  N e w  Engl ish B ib le  t ranslates 
this s ta tem ent:  “ Each day has troubles  enough  of 
its own.” So why borrow  more?

Oh, th a t  we m igh t  take the  words of [esus m ore  
seriously. W e w ou ld  bo rrow  no m ore  the  fore
bodings of tlie fu tu re  o r  the  failures of the  past. 
lEe w ould  trust o u r  Saviour m o re  for today ’s tasks 
tnd trials. G ra t i tu d e  for past  blessings gives 
strength for tod ay ’s challenges. W ho lehea r tedness  
n tackling tod ay ’s assignm ent b e t te r  enables us 
o trust and  h ope  for tom orrow .

We need  to rediscover C h r is t ’s cure  for care. W e 
teed the singleness of h e a r t  tha t  trusts H im  and  
lis promises. “N o  m a n  is so safe as the child  of 
Jod. N o  m a n  is b o u n d  to be so cheerful, if he 
isc in to  the t rue  posi t ion  of the  m a n  of faith, no 
tie can be so tearless, so brave, so generous, so 
atient, so m anly . Buoyancy is w i th  h im  a duty, 
nd despondency  is a sin. Let h im  toil, for tha t  is

his du ty ;  but let 110 rare,  th a t  is, double -minded  
distrust ,  c loud  his brow, for th a t  is u su rp in g  the 
prerogative  of God. Let h im  earnestly labor, lav
ishly do good, serenely suffer, [ a n d  joyously praise], 
and great are  his treasures above” ( W h e d o n ) .

A lte r  fiis d ea th  the  following verse en t i t led  “T o 
day ” was found  in Dr. ). S tua r t  H o ld e n ’s Bible: 

W ith  every rising of  the sun  
T h i n k  of  yo ur  life as just  begun;
T h e  past has shriveled,  a nd  buried  deep  
Al l  yesterdays—there let the m sleep.
N o r  seek to s u m m o n  back one ghost  
Of  that  u n n u m e r a b le  host.
Concern yoursel f  wi th bu t  today  
W oo  it, a n d  teach it to obey  
Your wil l  a nd  wish. Since t ime  began  
To d a y  has been the f r i end  of  man;
But  in his bl indness  and  his sorrow 
He  looks to yesterday a nd  tomorrow.
You a nd  today! A soul  subl ime
A n d  the great pregnant  ho ur  of  t ime,
W i th  God  h imsel f  to b ind  the twain!
Go for th,  I say, at tain!  at tain!

O God,  grant  that  we may leave our  yesterdays  
buried  deep in the sea of  T h y  forgetfulness,  rest 
ful ly  our tomorrows  in the hol low of  T h y  hand  of  
lov ing care, a nd  use wisely this day for  T h y  glory.  
A men.
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A M K R IC A  HAS MANY L O C A T IO N S  w here I n 
d ian  history is preserved in the artifacts which 
may he found  bu r ied  in the sand  an d  soil. M any 
people enjoy a hobby  of h u n t in g  such things as 
a rrowheads, spear and  tom ahaw k  heads, a n d  o th e r  
weapons once used by the red men  as they m ade  
the ir  p rim itive  struggle to  survive against  an  u n 
friendly  climate, un p rod u c t ive  soil, enem y tribes, 
an d  finally com pet ing  w hite  men.

T oday, l it t le  lingers of the ir  history an d  only  the 
things im perv ious to w eather  have rem aine d  to tell 
the story of the people who called o u r  land  the ir  
home. As a boy in the plains, I used to h u n t  a r 
row heads w ith  o th e r  boys, an d  w hen  we w o u ld  f ind  
a un iquely  good one  we w ould  sit and  w onder  
w hat  purpose  it had  served for its m aker.  H a d  it 
k illed buffalo, h a d  it been used in wars for the  
k il l ing  of savages, had  it k illed w hite  m en  w ho 
came to settle the land? T h e r e  was n o  w ri tten  
history a n d  only  the sharp , b a rb ed  piece of flint 
could  s t im ula te  o u r  im ag in a tio n  an d  b u ild  a story 
of the  warlikeness of its maker.

N ow  tha t  the years have ta u gh t  m e to seek m ore  
t ru th  ab o u t  the  Ind ians , I know  tha t  they d id  m any  
things beside m ake a n d  shoot arrowheads. T h e y  
m arried , bore  children , had  families, b u i l t  shelters 
for themselves, cooked food, an d  knew  the w a rm th  
of loving a n d  be ing  loved. T h e y  m a de  some k inds 
of bread , p rep a red  cer ta in  vegetables to eat, cooked 
meat, an d  enjoyed a k in d  of family happiness  
a ro u n d  the ir  p r im itive  camps. T h e i r  m a jo r  ac
tivity was no t  k il l ing  a n d  be ing  killed. T h e y  loved 
life an d  they loved the ir  families. K ill ing  was 
the ir  effort at survival.

I sn ’t it  s trange th a t  only  the arrow heads  rem ain? 
T h e i r  lovely lea therw ork  is gone; the ir  beadw ork  
is gone; the ir  delicately m a de  g arm en ts  are  ro t ted  
beyond any residue. T h e i r  food is gone a n d  the ir  
recipes are forgotten. T h e i r  b lankets  have ro t ted
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a n d  the ir  b ed d in g  is long  since forgotten . Theil 
a rrow heads  a lone will  n o t  decay. T h e y  live on 
a n d  on  a n d  give to th e ir  m em ory  a disproportionate 
ind ica t ion  of warlikness.

W h a t  a lesson in living! H o w  e loquen t ly  it tells 
us tha t  the  arrows will live longest! By them  we 
will be rem em bered .  T h e  p o in te d  barbs  w i th  which 
we h u r t  peop le  will be the las ting  m o n u m e n t  to 
o u r  lives. T h e  u n k in d  w ord  will be the  one  which 
is rem em b ered  longest.

A tho u san d  meals could  be given to h u n g ry  peo 
pie, m any  k in d  deeds cou ld  be d o ne  to o u r  neigh 
bors a n d  m u c h  mercy show n for years, b u t  if w< 
ever tu rn  to the  use of the  b a rb e d  arrow, it  will b< 
w ha t  o u r  successors will f in d  a n d  by it they wil' 
jud g e  us. A n  u n k in d  w ord  will  ou t l ive  a hundrec 
k in d  ones.

T h e  In d ia n s  h a d  m u c h  m edic ine  for h ea l ing  the 
afflictions of people, b u t  the  m e d ic in e  has long 
since ro t te d  an d  its c o n te n t  is fo rgotten . O nly  the 
arrow  w hich  w ounds  is lasting.

T o d a y  o u r  g en e ra t ion  walks w here  the  Indians 
once w alked  a n d  we jud g e  th e m  as we will  some
day be ju d g e d  by o u r  successors. W il l  they find 
here, a m o n g  the  art ifacts  w h ich  we leave, the ar
rows o r  the  food g rinder ,  the  spear o r  the  plow? 
W ill  the  th in g  w hich  lasts to preserve o u r  story be 
rem in iscen t  of o u r  virtues o r  o u r  vices, o u r  instru
m ents  o f h ea l ing  o r  o u r  in s t ru m e n ts  of death?
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RIC.H I A I I HI'. B l .G lX N I N G  <>l my m inistry  I 
pnstored a l itt le  g ro u p  in the  slum  end  of ;t huge 
industrial town in the  British Isles. T h e  city was 
a hustling seaport til w id th  vessels of till na t ions 
called to load and un load  cargo. Some ol the sea
men became friendly with  the young  women they 
met at dances, cinemas, and  o th e r  places of e n te r 
tainment: and  there were m a in  m ixed  marriages, 
black, brown, or yellow, u n it ing  with w h ite—es
pecially in the section w here o u r  c h inc h  was lo
cated. Many of the ch i ld ren  came to ou r  c h i ld re n ’s 
anil Sunday school gatherings.

Drunkenness was widespread, u n em p lo ym en t  
high, and bo redom  and  hopelessness led to ha rd  
drinking and  excessive g am b ling  and s im ilar sins. 
In m a m  homes the re  was no fu rn i tu re  and  hardly  
any clothes, liven bedclothes were paw ned  to p ro 
vide money lor d rink .

On one ol my ro unds  1 was invited in to  a hom e 
where lived a young  m a n  w ith  his wife and  ch il
dren. H e was only tw enty-lour years of age, bu t  
hail become enslaved by d r ink ,  an d  was now  be
yond h u m a n  he lp  and  in the final stage ol d e l ir iu m  
trentens.

As a younger  m an,  he had  been handsom e an d  
attractive: but now, confined  to his bed, his lace 
was th in  and  lined, and  his exes lull ol lear, sunken, 
and g lar ing  right and  left. He was continually  
pulling up  his legs, t ry ing  to rise u p  against the 
weight an d  s treng th  of some of his m en  friends 
who, with  great difficulty, held h im  clown on the 
bed. His face tw itched  violently, and  often he 
screamed in terror.

W hen  he came out of tit ug-unconsi iousness, in 
his d e l ir ium  he tho u g h t  he was in a boat w ith  all 
kinds of fearsome m onsters  c l im b ing  oxer the edge 
of the boat to get at him. His agon i/ed  cries were 
rerx pa in fu l  for anyone to hear. Several times 
when he was not held  clown he got ou t of bed and  
rushed along the  balcony of the  tenem en t  in which 
he lived, s t ream in g  lor help. U ltim a te ly  the poor  
man had  to be s trap pe d  dow n and  repeatedly 
drugged to q u ie t  h im  and  to release his Irientls 
from the axvful pressure of his agony.

W hat a privilege an d  joy to tell the  lriends 
around the bed, d is t rau g h t  w ith  the ir  sad h e lp 
lessness, ol the only Saviour from sin, who could  
transform the s inner  who trusted  H im , l i l t ing  h im  
from soul-destroying sins to the lile ab u n da n t!  
Sometimes w hen  the t h i n g  m an  had  been qu ie ted , 
there w ould  be q u i te  a n u m b e r  of lriends express
ing the ir  sym pathy  to the young  wife, who so soon 
was to become a w idow —and  till l is ten ing  to the 
storx ol redeem ing  love, p ro v id in g  the  pas to r  w ith  
a more a t ten tive  congrega tion  than  most churches 
could boast ol.

T h is  scene—the tearful, w h ite  lace of the sorrow 
ful wile, the cries of the ch i ldren , the deep  concern 
visible on  the  laces of the  helpless lriends, the re 

peated attacks ol de l ir ium  with the resultant 
struggles to escape from the bed, and  the axvful 
screams ol te r ro r—could never be erased from the 
minds ol those present, certainly not from mine.

1 he stricken young m an  died a couple of days 
a l te r—just s lipped away un de r  the drugs, leaving 
beh ind  h im  a b rokenhear ted  widow and her lather- 
less children, an d  a comm unity  som ewhat staggered 
at the tragic: dea th  ol one so young. T h e  luneral  
was h e a r t re n d in g  and  dark  with gloom. Only  those 
who trusted  in Christ could have cotillon, knowing 
the ir  lives would  not end  in doom.

Some of the  bereaved a t tended  the services in 
the church, impressed enough  to seek after  God, 
and some found  peace in Him. I had  an added 
note  ol urgency in troduced  into  my preaching, hav 
ing viewed an unfo rge ttab le  scene and  having  seen 
the end  here ol the lile ol a terribly  deceived young 
man. Since then 1 have seldom tho u g h t  ol sparing 
the feelings ol the vendors ol any th in g  alcoholic.



By  i\lARGARET L?,v 'A (
I

Public ridicule of a child often cuts like a knife and leaves a deep wound that heals slowly. 
Children deserve the kind of respect that is given to adults.

I W A T C H E D  a kind of small execution 
take place in a restau ran t  where I was 
having lunch. At a nearby table a girl 
of twelve was with her parents  anti 
several friends. Perhaps because I was 
alone, o r  perhaps  because the child 
looked to be the same age as one of my 
own daughte rs, f caught myself glancing 
at h e r  again and again d u r in g  the meal. 
She had large brown eyes; anti in a 
quiet,  almost shy way, she seemetl to be
having a very gootl time. She wore tha t  
kind of gltnv little girls have when they 
are happy. Anti she smiletl often.

I was looking a t  the menu , choosing 
dessert, when, above the o th e r  sounds 
in the room, I heartl  h e r  cry out ,  “ No, 
Dadtly. Please! Don 't  tell th a t .”

I looketl up  and  saw h er  p leading 
with the florid-faced m an  to h er  right. 
Her h an d  was 0 1 1  his arm, anti she was 
looking u p  a t  him, her eyes wide with 
alarm  and  anxiety.
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"G ot to ,” the m an  saitl loudly. “ It 's 
too good to keep.”

“Tell  it ,” o thers  at the  table urged. 
I saw the child's face go scarlet, anil 

watched her fight back tears.
In a voice loutl enough to reach the 

last table in the rear of the res tauran t,  
the m an  began. T h e  story concerned 
the li tt le girl 's awareness of the boy 
down the street anti what she hatl told 
h er  father, obviously in confidence, 
abou t  her feelings for the hoy. W h en  he 
finished, there  was a roar of laugh te r  all 
a ro u n d  the table. T h e  fa ther  sat hack 
with a look of deep satisfaction, much  
like a circus perform er gives af ter  an 
especially clever act. But the li tt le girl 
remained  for the  rest of the meal with 
h er  head  bowed anil eyes down.

Each of us, a t  some time, has watched 
this same k ind  of th ing  h appen .  All too 
often, adu lts—parents  am ong the rest— 
use on children a weapon tha t  cuts  like

a knife  and  leaves a deep  wound. The 
weapon is ridicule. T h e  wound, hu
mil ia tion.

I felt, as I sat there  in the restaurant, 
the  same k ind  of fury I once had as I 
watched a bulldozer ru m b le  across a 
rose garden, m u ti la t ing  in a few swift 
moments  the beauty  th a t  it hatl  taken 
years to produce.

B ut then, as I stood u p  to leave, I 
heart l the  fa ther  say, “W hat 's  the  matter, 
Baby? W hy d o n ’t you ea t your  lunch?” 
Anti it h i t  me, suddenly, th a t  he had 
no  itlea what  he h ad  done.

T h e n  I began to wonder. I began 
to w onder ab o u t  myself. H a d n ' t  I, too, 
told stories ab o u t  my youngsters? Hadn't 
I sometimes b ough t ad u l t  laugh te r  at a 
chilli's expense? H av en ’t most of us who 
a re  parents?

Not with the in ten t  to h u r t ,  of course. 
It 's  simply th a t  we forget,  for the mo
ment,  not only th a t  a child has feelings



but that his feelings lack the protective 
covering living builds with time. We 
forget that a child's  feelings are, in fact, 
more sensitive, more highly exposed to 
the raw winds of r idicule  than  any 
adult’s.

It seems harmless to poke mild fun 
at a child. Vet how m any of us would 
do the same with a grown-up? T he re 's  a 
lull in the party  chatter, and  we bring  
Junior in to meet the  guests. Father,  
who is anx ious to provide a little 
laughter, cannot resist m aking  a couple 
of clever cracks about the  boy as he 
introduces him . Mother,  who is e m b a r 
rassed because ju n io r  is obviously due  
a visit to the barber ,  must at once re 
move from herself the unspoken c r i t i 
cism from her guests by r idiculing  aloud 
his shaggy look. She chooses a few 
humor-packed words to do  so. T h e n  each 
of the guests, if they are  typical, will 
greet the boy with some sort of idiocy, 
tailored, not to please h im , but to please 
the other listening adults.

By the time the boy goes back to his 
room, he has been thoroughly  reduced 
in size until  he feels again he is the 
infant he woidd like to forget he once 
was.

But ridicule is a two-edged sword. If 
the boy has been cut down, so have his 
parents. In his eyes they have lost, in 
those few moments, some of the e n o r 
mous sta ture  they once had.

Occasional r idicule is h a rm ful  enough. 
But where adu lts  in a hom e are  basically 
unsure of themselves, th is  can be a con
tinual p roblem for a child. W e  have all 
known parents  who seem in some p e r 
verse way to bui ld  the ir  own egos 
through constantly beli t t l ing  th e i r  ch il
dren. W hen  this becomes a steady thing, 
in time a child builds u p  a k ind of p ro 
tective wall. We call it reserve or, in 
extreme cases, w ithdrawal.  T h i s  wall 
holds off the in t im ate  com panionship  he 
would have liked to give. I t  stops the 
shared confidences. If he stays beh ind  
the wall, he tells himself, he  will run  
less risk of being hu r t .  And so th is  is 
where he stays.

For a sensitive child, r idicule  can be 
a highly destructive force. I know a 
young girl who had great promise as a 
singer. But h e r  family laughed  a t  her 
ambition and  continually  m ade  fun of 
her dreams. Finally she gave u p  singing 
altogether. And a n o th e r  acquaintance, a 
man in his twenties, has suffered so 
much ridicule  from his family over a 
period of many years th a t  today he has 
lost all confidence in his abil ity to do 
anything. In spite of an excellent e d u 
cation, he recently took a job  as n ight 
watchman. He is convinced by now tha t  
he is fit for no th ing  better .

These are  extremes. And, luckily, few 
parents are guilty of such long-term 
cruelty. Yet even a li tt le ridicule can 
be damaging. A thoughtless word  tossed 
m t at a m o m en t  when a child is feeling

especially vulnerable  and unsure  of h im 
self can rock his self-confidence for 
weeks. So, too, can any sort of humorous 
jibe at him when he is am ong  his 
friends. T o  lose face is a lasting th ing  
to a child.

No one will deny that it is im portan t  
for a child to develop a sense of humor. 
It is also im p o r ta n t  for him to learn to 
laugh at himself. But this is an a l to 
gether different th ing  from ridicule. T o  
learn to laugh at oneself is constructive. 
It helps one to grow. But ridicule, in all 
its forms, is always destructive.

MANY YEARS have passed since I first 
started seeking the Lord. I tr ied several 
d ifferent churches b u t  I could never 
find any th in g  that really satisfied my 
heart.

O ne  day when I was really hungering  
afte r the  Lord, two of J eh o v a h ’s W it 
nesses called on me. I invited them in. 
as I felt tha t  perhaps  they had been 
sent by the Lord to help  m e in my 
search. T h e y  persuaded me to take 
Bible lessons with them and  for many 
m o n ths  I s tudied with them in my own 
home. For a while  they managed to 
convince me tha t  their  way was right 
and  tha t  there  was no  such th ing  as 
the T r in i ty ,  immortali ty  of the  soul, 
etc. However, the deeper I went, the 
more I realized that there were many 
things about the ir  religion with which 
I could  never  agree. Instead of finding 
peace in my heart I found  myself in a 
state of u t te r  confusion. Eventually I 
realized tha t  this was definitely no t  the 
religion for me, so I discontinued my 
studies with them.

T h e  years slipped by an d  I continued 
my search, never q u i te  realizing exactly 
what it was I was searching for. My gen
eral a t t i tud e  was. O ne day I will find 
what I am  searching for—one day before

As parents, we must learn to th ink of 
ridicule as a dangerous weapon, a 
weapon that little by little cuts awav a 
child's self confidence. T h e  quali t ies 
that make a warm hum an  being—the 
impulsive sharing of mind and emotion 
—come only to a child who has never 
known the fear of humilia tion . We must 
protect o u r  children with o u r  respect — 
the kind of respect we would give a n 
o ther  adult . T hey  have far more need 
and  far more right to it.

From Home L ife , copyright by the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Bap tist Convention, Nashville , 
Tennessee. Used by permission.

I die I'll make my peace with God. It 
was always “one day”—there was never 
any urgency in the matter.

T h e n  two years ago tragedy struck 
my family. 1 had a b ro ther  who was a 
young man in the p rim e of his life with 
th ree lovely children; he was strong, 
healthy, and full of vitalitv. One day he 
went off to work his normal,  cheerful 
self and half an h ou r  later we had a 
message saying he had been electrocuted. 
His death had a most p rofound  effect 
on me and  tha t  tragedy changed the 
whole course of my life. I realized in 
no uncertain terms that if he, who had 
been so fit and alive, could be cut off 
from life within  the twinkling of an eye, 
then so could I. If any th ing  like that 
should happen  to me and I had  not 
m ade  my peace with God, then “one 
day” was going to be too late!

It suddenly became imperative to me 
that I find what I was searching for 
and I had to find it soon. I prayed 
about it and the Lord miraculously led 
me to the Church  of the Nazarene, 
where I found the way to salvation. 
T h e re  I learned that o u r  only means 
of salvation is th rough  faith in the* a to n 
ing blood of Christ. I repented and ac
cepted Christ in to  my heart as my own

Search for Christ Spurred 
By Sudden Death of Brother

By  MRS. VIVIENNE VARKEVISSER
Durban, N ata l, Republic of South A fr ica
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personal Saviour. At last I had found 
what  I had  been searching for, and 
what joy I felt in my heart!

However. I never did  any th ing  about 
this publicly—I d id  it completely on my 
own in the privacy of my own home. 
One year afte r I had  been saved I a t 
tended o u r  youth  camp, where I became 
strangely d isturbed. I felt I should he 
happy, as I knew I had  been saved, but 
this  was not the case. I had  a terrific 
inner conflict which I could not u n d e r 
stand.

W ith  my pastor s he lp  I la ter u n d e r 
stood that I was desperately seeking 
sanctification. A short while afte r this 
I a t tended  the Eric Hutch ings  Crusade

in D urban .  l)r.  Hutch ings  quo ted  from 
Matthew 10:32-33: “ Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, h im  will 
I confess also before my Father  which 
is in heaven. Kilt whosoever shall deny 
me before men, h im  will I also deny b e 
fore my Father which is in heaven.” As 
Dr. Hutch ings  quo ted  these words, the 
I.onl spoke righ t in to  my hea r t  an d  I 
realized tha t  th is  was something which 
I had  never done.  T h e  Lord challenged 
me to testify in church  and  I knew tha t  
until  I d id  th is  I would  never find  peace 
of mind.

W h en  I publicly  confessed Chris t  as 
my Saviour, the  Lord sanctified me 
wholly an d  I found  complete co n ten t
ment an d  a deep  peace in my heart

which I had  never before known. One 
week af ter  I h ad  been sanctified my joy 
was magnified  when my husband ,  Colin, 
and  my eldest son, Keith, went forward 
at the  Hutch ings  Crusade an d  accepted 
Chris t as th e i r  Saviour. T w o  months 
la te r  the  family (and my joy!) were 
complete when my two younger sons, 
Ian and Trevor ,  were saved at o u r  Naza
rene youth  camp.

I am  now teaching the p r im ary  class 
at o u r  local Sunday school, an d  I am 
h ap py  to he serving the Lord  in this 
an d  o th e r  ways. I love the Lord with 
all my heart;  He is my S trength  and 
Forti tude. He has proved to me tha t  He 
never fails, an d  I have found  tha t  Jesus' 
love truly  is sweeter as the vears go by.

"For this God is our God for ever . . "

I Watched the Passing of a Saint

By  HENRY L. MILLS
Pastor, M oultrie , Georgia

I T  WAS W ED N ESD A Y . I was s it t ing  in my study 
p rep a r in g  for the m idw eek  p rayer  meeting . I could 
no t settle on  a subject for the  devotiona l  talk. 
Several passages of scrip tu re  passed th ro u g h  my 
m in d  b u t  n o th in g  tha t  really seemed to  be the  one  
for this service.

Finally  I got back on  my knees again  to ask the 
Lord  to help  m e know  His will for the service, bu t  
instead of “ge t t ing  th ro u g h ’’ on a message, I felt a 
s trange impression to leave the  study a n d  go to the 
hom e of one of my members, Sister L o tt ie  Shepherd .

She had  no t been  ab le  to a t ten d  ch u rch  on the 
past Sunday, and  even tho u g h  she was in her 
eighties, this was u n usu a l  for her. I had  been  there 
before w hen  I needed  her  to pray for me, o r  w ith  
me, abou t som eth ing  tha t  I coidd no t get settled 
on. T h is  t im e it was different. My impression was 
tha t  she needed  me.

W h en  I arr ived at h e r  hom e she m et  m e at the 
d o o r  an d  invited  m e in. D u r in g  the course of o u r  
conversation she told m e of the good tim e tha t  she 
had  had  w ith  the L o rd  an d  “ those good people

from the c h u rc h ’’ w ho had  visited w ith  her  on Sun
day. She also to ld  m e th a t  they seemed concerned 
ab o u t  h e r  s taying  alone, a n d  insisted th a t  she either 
go to one  of th e ir  hom es o r  let on e  of them  come 
an d  stay w ith  her.

She said, “ I settled the  m a t te r  by te l l ing  them 
tha t  G od  has prom ised  m e tha t  I will no t  be alone 
when H e  comes to take  m e  h o m e .” T h is  d id  not 
seem so p ro fo u n d  then. I t  does now.

Sister Sh ep h erd  asked m e if I w ou ld  read  the 
ch a p te r  in Psalms tha t  she h a d  been  read in g  all 
day. I w en t  over to h e r  “p rayer  tab le ,” where I 
found  the  Bible opened  to the  forty-eighth  psalm 
a n d  read: “ For this G o d  is o u r  G od  for ever and 
ever; he will be o u r  gu ide  even u n to  d e a th ” (v. 14).

W h en  I tu rn e d  a ro u n d  to h e r  for prayer, I dis
covered th a t  she was no t  there. W h ile  I was read
ing, she d ied  cjuietly. For the first t im e I under
stood the L ord 's  promise, “I will no t  be alone 
when H e  comes to call m e  ho m e .”

I had  w atched  the  passing of a saint!
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Toward Abundant Living
'Let us take  counsel together" (N ehem iah 6 :7 )

. . .w ith  Leslie Parrott

W HAT IS A SIBLING, ANYHOW?
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago  th e  schools  of K a n s a s  C i ty  s e n t  h o m e  b r ie f  q u e s t i o n 

n a i r e s  to  be a n s w e r e d  by  p a r e n t s .  T h e r e  w e r e  o n ly  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  q u e s t io n s ,  
b u t  o n e  of t h e m  w a s  th is :  “D oes  th is  ch i ld  h a v e  a n y  s ib l in g s ? ” A n g ry  
p a r e n t s  w r o te  b a c k  s a rc a s t i c  repl ies .  T h e  m o r e  i r a t e  w ro te  le t te r s  to  th e  
e d i to r s  of th e  loca l  p a p e r s  w h i le  o th e r s  k ep t  th e  s w i t c h b o a r d  b l in k in g  at 
th e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  office. In  a  h u n d r e d  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  th e y  all a sk ed  
th e  s a m e  q u e s t io n ,  “W h a t  is a  s ib l in g ,  a n y h o w ? ”

S ib l in g  is a  c o n v e n i e n t  t e r m  u se d  m o r e  o f te n  b y  psy ch o log is ts  a n d  
c h i l d r e n 's  w o r k e r s  to  r e fe r  to t h e  b r o th e r s  a n d  s is t e rs  of a ch ild .  It is a 
k in g  of p sy ch o lo g ic a l  s h o r t h a n d  l ike  th e  w o r d  sp o u se  u se d  o n  m a n y  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  fo rm s  to  r e f e r  to  a  m a r r i e d  p e rs o n 's  h u s b a n d  o r  wife.  B u t  
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  w e  u se  t h e  t e r m  s ib l in g ,  e v e ry  f a m i ly  k n o w s  th e  p ro b le m s  
of c h i l d r e n  g e t t in g  a lo n g  w i th  e a c h  o th e r .

T h e r e  is a t r a d i t i o n a l  be l ie f  d a t i n g  b a c k  to  th e  s to ry  of C a in  a n d  Abel,  
a n d  f o rm a l iz e d  by  P sy ch o lo g is t  A l f re d  A d le r ,  t h a t  th e r e  n e c e ss a r i ly  ex is ts  
a m o n g  s ib l in g s  a  s p i r i t  of c o m p e t i t io n ,  je a lo u sy ,  a n d  h os t i l i ty .  A n  o ld e r  
ch i ld ,  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  m a y  feel t h a t  a  n ew  b a b y  h a s  d ep o sed  h im  f r o m  his  
r e ig n i n g  p o s i t io n  in  h is  p a r e n t s '  a f fec t ion s .  A y o u n g e r  s ib l in g ,  on  the 
o th e r  h a n d ,  m a y  e n v y  his  o ld e r  b r o th e r ' s  o r  s is te r ' s  size, s t r e n g th ,  a n d  
p r iv i l eg es .  If  th e s e  fe e l in gs  of c o m p e t i t io n  a r e  n o t  m in im iz e d  th e y  ca n  
b e c o m e  f ix e d  a n d  p e rs i s t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  l i fe  of th e  f a m i ly  e v e n  in to  a d u l t 
hoo d  a n d  o ld  age. S ib l in g  r i v a l r y  b r in g s  its h a r v e s t  of d isc o rd  a n d  a r g u 
m e n t  w i t h  in c r e a s e d  r i v a l r y  a n d  h u r t  feel ings.

W h a t  a r e  th e  th in g s  p a r e n t s  m a y  do  to  r e d u c e  f a m i ly  f r i c t io n  a m o n g  
c h i l d r e n ?  H e r e  a r e  a fe w  sug ge s t io ns :

1. P a r e n t s ,  p r e m e d i t a t e d ly ,  ca n  p ro v e  th e y  a r e  im p a r t i a l .  T h is  is a 
d i f f ic u l t  l ine  to  w a lk :  e a ch  ch i ld  m u s t  be re co g n iz ed  a n d  loved  as  a ch ild  
w h o  is d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  o th e rs .  A t th e  s a m e  t im e  all th e  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  
be t r e a t e d  a l ike ,  w i th  f a i r n e s s  a n d  im p a r t i a l i t y .  R iv a l ry  a n d  d isco rd  a r e  
g r e a t l y  in c r e a s e d  if th e  c h i l d r e n  s e n se  th a t  o n e  a m o n g  th e m  is a fa v o r i te  
w i th  o n e  o r  b o th  p a r e n t s  o r  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  J o s e p h 's  coa t  is a c o n t in u in g  
s y m b o l  of p a r e n t a l  p r e f e r e n c e  a n d  its resu lt .  I t  seem s  J a c o b  w o u ld  h av e  
le a r n e d  a n  e t e r n a l  le sson  o n  f a v o r i t i s m  by  s e e in g  th e  l i f e t im e  w ed g e  
d r iv e n  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  E sa u .  B u t  in  his  o w n  h o m e  J a c o b  m a d e  th e  s a m e  
e r r o r  by  a c k n o w le d g in g  to  t h e  re s t  of h is  so n s  t h a t  J o s e p h  h a d  a spec ia l  
p lac e  in  his  h e a r t .  As a re su l t ,  J o s e p h  w as  sold in to  s lav e ry ,  J a c o b 's  h e a r t  
w as  b ro k e n ,  a n d  th e  b r o th e r s  l ied  to  c o v e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  s in  a n d  th e n  s p e n t  
th e  re s t  of t h e i r  d a y s  in  f e a r  a n d  g u i l t .  E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  f a m i ly  w as  u n i t e d  
in  E gy p t ,  th e  s ca r s  of s in  w h ic h  b e g a n  as  s ib l in g  r i v a l r y  d id  n o t  hea l .  
“A n d  w h e n  J o s e p h ’s b r e t h r e n  s a w  th a t  t h e i r  f a th e r  w a s  d ea d ,  th e y  sa id ,  
J o s e p h  w il l  p e r a d v e n t u r e  h a te  us, a n d  w il l  c e r t a in ly  r e q u i t e  u s  all the  evil  
w h ic h  w e  d id  u n t o  h im "  (G e n e s i s  50:15).

2. A n o t h e r  a n t i d o t e  to  r i v a l r y  a n d  d isc o rd  a m o n g  c h i l d r e n  is th e  
p ra c t i c e  of C h r i s t i a n  c o n s i s te n c y  b y  p a re n t s .  A d m i r i n g  m y  f r i e n d  w h o  
h a d  ra i s e d  f ive  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w e r e  all in  th e  c h u r c h  as p as to rs ,  p a s to r s ’ 
w ives ,  o r  la y  lead e rs ,  I a sk ed  h im ,  “W h a t  is th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  s ing le  
q u a l i t y  of a f a t h e r ? ” W i t h o u t  e q u iv o c a t io n ,  h e  sa id ,  “C o n s is te n c y .” He 
w e n t  o n  to  e x p la in :  “A hoy  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a c h a n c e  if h e  n e v e r  k n o w s  w h a t  
to c o u n t  o n  f r o m  his  d a d  a n d  m o m .  In  fact ,  a boy  has  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  to  
g r o w  u p  a good  C h r i s t i a n  if h is  d a d  is m a d  all th e  t im e  t h a n  if h e ’s m o o d y  
a n d  th e  son  d o e s n ’t k n o w  w h a t  to  c o u n t  o n .” T h is  is a n  o v e rs im p l i f i c a t io n ,  
b u t  th e  e m p h a s i s  is r igh t .  P a u l  sa id ,  " F a th e r s ,  p ro v o k e  n o t  y o u r  c h i ld r e n  
to  a n g e r ,  le s t  t h e y  be d i s c o u r a g e d ” (C o lo ss ia n s  3:21). E v e n  d isc ip l in e  
s h o u ld  be d o n e  to  g u id e  a n d  to  r e h a b i l i t a t e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  ju s t i f y in g  th e  
s h o r t  p a t i e n c e  of a p a re n t .  D av id  sa id ,  " T h y  ro d  a n d  th y  s ta f f  th ey  
c o m fo r t  m e .”

3. R iv a l ry  a n d  d isc o rd  a r e  re d u c e d  a m o n g  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  th e  h o m e  
b e c o m e s  a b u l w a r k  of love a n d  s e c u r i ty .  “B e t te r  is a  d r y  m o rse l ,  a n d  
q u i e tn e s s  t h e r e w i t h ,  t h a n  a n  h o u se  fu l l  of s a c r i f i ce s  w i t h  s t r i f e ” ( P r o v e r b s  
17:1). E f f i c ie n c y  in  f i n a n c i a l  p la n n in g ,  k i t c h e n  o p e ra t io n ,  h ou se c le a n in g ,  
a n d  e v e n  ch i ld  c a r e  is s eco n d  to  th e  b u l w a r k  of love a n d  s e c u r i ty  w h ic h  
o n ly  th e  p a r e n t s  c a n  p ro v id e .
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Whitewashed or Washed White
O n e  of the devil 's roadblocks along  the highway 

of holiness is the theory which hits come to be 
know n its “ posit ional holiness.” It is also called 
the  "holy in C h r is t” view.

This is the exp la na tio n  of N ew T e s ta m e n t  ho li
ness offered in the  widely used Scofield Bible. It 
is, in brief, tha t  the believer’s holiness is no t  an  
im p ar ta t io n  of the d iv ine  n a tu re  to h im , freeing 
h im  from inner  sin, b u t  is an  im p u ta t io n  of C h r is t ’s 
righteousness by v ir tue  of which God counts  h im  
holy in spite of the co rru p t io n  of his heart.

O ne  b ro th e r  is alleged to have testified in prayer 
meeting, " T h e  righteousness of Chris t  in my life 
is like a beau tifu l  w hite  covering of new-fallen 
snow in a ba rn y ard  h id ing  the filth a n d  c o r ru p 
tion of my h ea r t .”

Som eone in the back spoke u p  an d  said, “Yes, 
Brother, b u t  w hat do you do w hen  the thaw  comes?” 
T h is  is a p ro p e r  question , because the thaw  always 
does come.

In its ac tual deve lopm ent,  the “holy in C h r is t” 
doctr ine  leans heavily on the  fou r th  ch ap te r  of 
Rom ans, in which it is s tated tha t  “A b ra h a m  be
lieved God, and it was coun ted  u n to  h im  for r ig h 
teousness” (v. 3 ) .  It is assumed tha t  “ fo r” means 
“ instead of,” an d  that A b ra h a m ’s faith  was a su b 
s ti tu te  for a r ighteous character.

Negatively, of course, this in te rp re ta t io n  of 
R om ans  4:3 is completely off base. G od  does no t 
deal in fictions. W h en  G od  counts  a m a n  r ig h 
teous it is because Mis grace has m a de  h im  r ig h 
teous.

T h e r e  is a basic m isu n de rs tan d ing  of the very 
words Paul used. “T o  count, reckon, or im p u te ” 
are all English t ransla t ions of a Greek w ord which 
is a bookkeep ing  term. It m eans “ to take account 
of w hat  is.”

W h e n  ;t bookkeeper  enters figures on the asset 
side of the  ba lance  sheet, those figures represent 
values which actually  exist. T o  put dow n sums 
as assets lor which there arc no corresponding  
realities is one of the ways of embezzling. Men go 
to jail for practices such as that.

O u r  G od  is most certain ly  not the cosmic em bez
zler. His books are accurate  and  true. W h a t  He 
imputes, H e im parts . H e  does no t  w hitew ash—H e 
washes w hite  th rou g h  the blood of His ow n Son.

N O R  WAS A B R A H A M 'S  F A I T H  a subst i tu te  for 
righteousness. T h e  po in t  Pau l  is m a k in g  is tha t

<<

it was not by the works of c ircum cision or the law 
tha t  A b ra h a m  becam e r ighteous. It  was by a faith 
tha t  preceded  b o th  the  r i te  of c ircum cision  and the 
g iv ing of the  law.

So in the C h ris t ian  d ispensa t ion , it is “not by 
works of r ighteousness w hich  we have clone, but 
accord ing  to his mercy he saved us, by the  washing 
of regenera tion , a n d  renew ing  of the  Holy  Ghost; 
which he shed on us a b u n d a n t ly  th ro u g h  Jesus 
Chris t  o u r  Saviour; tha t  be ing  just i f ied  by his 
grace, we shou ld  be m a d e  heirs  accord ing  to the 
hope  of e te rna l  l ife” (T i tu s  3:5-7).

T h e  basic issue is w h e the r  the righteousness and 
holiness of w hich  the Bible speaks is fiction or 
fact, im p u te d  (but no t  ac tually  given) or im
parted . E very th ing  the  New T e s ta m e n t  says con
t r ibu tes  to the view th a t  G od 's  p u rpose  is not 
whitew ash  bu t  w ash ing  white.

P e te r’s s ta tem en t  at this p o in t  is clear a n d  force
ful: "As he which  h a th  called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all m a n n e r  of conversation; because it is 
w ri t ten , Be ye holy; for I am ho ly” (I Pe ter  1:15- 
l(i) . T h e r e  is n o th in g  fictional o r  im ag inary  about 
the holiness of God. N o r  is the re  an y th in g  fictional 
o r  im ag inary  ab o u t  the d iv ine  n a tu r e  H e  imparts 
th rou g h  His Spirit  (II Pe ter  1:4).

Even m ore  specific is Jo h n ’s s ta tem en t  about 
those w ho have h o pe  of seeing an d  b e ing  like the 
Lord at His appear ing :  “A nd  every m a n  tha t  hath 
this hope  in h im  p u r i l i e th  himself, even as he is 
p u re ” (I John  3 :3 ) .  T h e  p u r i ty  o f the believer 
is to be the same in qu a li ty  as the  p u r i ty  of the 
Saviour.

As a parenthesis ,  it shou ld  be said th a t  “purifying 
h im self” is used in the same sense as “Save your
selves” in Ac ts 2:40. W e save ourselves a n d  purify 
ourselves by tak in g  ad van tage  of the  provisions God 
has m ade  in Chris t  for conversion  an d  cleansing.

T h e re  is no  suggestion tha t  a h u m a n  being  will 
become like G od  in His inf in ity  a n d  deity. A single 
ray of sunsh ine  is never the  sun  itself. B u t  each 
ray shares the  l igh t a n d  p u r i ty  of the sun. The 
likeness is a m a t te r  of qua li ty ,  no t  q u an ti ty .  But 
it is a real likeness.

W e have cause to tha nk  G od  tha t  the  prayer of 
the Psalmist is answered in the provision of the 
Saviour. “ Purge m e w ith  hyssop, a n d  I shall be 
clean: wash me, and  I shall be w h ite r  th a n  snow" 
(Psalms 51:7) is answered with  the  assurance, “But 

tl we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one  w ith  an o th er ,  a n d  the  blood

By W. T PU RKISER
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>f Jesus C hris t  his Son c leanseth  us from  all s in ” 
(I Jo hn  1:7).

M an’s way is to whitewash. G o d ’s way is to  wash 
white.

Demonism in Our Day
A b lo o d cu rd l in g  rep o r t  was carr ied  on  the wires 

of U n ited  Press In te rn a t io n a l  early this , year. I t  
concerned a police investiga tion  of a secret teen 
age fra tern ity  in a m idw estern  A m erican  university  
city.

Five sixteen- a n d  seventeen-year-old youths were 
arrested in connec tion  w ith  vanda lism  in local 
chapels a n d  churches  over a n in e -m o n th  period. 
They e x p la in ed  the ir  acts on  the basis tha t  they 
were m em bers  of w h a t  they called the  “C o venan t  
of the 73rd D em on .”

T h e  “co v en an t” involves professing devo tion  to 
Satan, a n d  p ro v in g  th e ir  loyalty by vandaliz ing  
churches. In  this way, accord ing  to th e ir  rep o r ted  
ritual, they “ release th e ir  souls to the  p r ince  of 
darkness.”

T h e  rules of the ir  o rgan iza t ion  inc lude  the  r i 
dicule a n d  des truc tion  of all em blem s of God. 
Crosses are to be destroyed, Bibles r ip p e d  apart ,  
and general  dam age  inf lic ted  to bu ild ings  devo ted  
to div ine worship.

T h e  police re p o r t  ind ica ted  th a t  a n im a l  sacri
fices were inc luded  in the  f ra te rn i ty  r i tua l .  T h e  
boys s ta ted  th a t  they p la n n e d  to ex h u m e  a h u m a n  
body in o rd e r  to try to  restore it to life.

It may  be possible to w ri te  this all off as an  
example of adolescent b ravado  a n d  of the  extremes 
to which  im ag ina tive  b u t  u n d isc ip l ined  yo u th  may  
be carried. B u t  it also provides  an  exam ple  of the 
extremely b i t t e r  a n d  v iru le n t  e ru p t io n s  of d e m o n 
ism th a t  are  tak ing  p lace in o u r  world.
T H A T  T H E R E  IS a vast a n d  pow erfu l,  th o u g h  un- 
ieen, k in g d o m  of darkness  is one  of the  teachings 
if the N ew  T e s ta m e n t  we are ap t  to forget. Sa tan  
s the cosmic adversary of God, w ho  a t tem p ts  to 
trike at the  sovereign L o rd  of the  universe in 
he only way he can, by p o l lu t in g  a n d  destroying 
hose w h o m  G od  loves.

Satan, “ the  o ld  devil ,” is “ the  p r ince  of the  pow er 
>f the a ir ,” “ the  god of this w orld .” H e  a n d  his 
lemonic hosts are  “ the  pow er of darkness.” T o 
o th e r  they cons ti tu te  the  “p r inc ipa li t ie s  a n d  pow- 
rs” a b o u t  w h ich  we read  in  the  N ew  T es ta m en t ,  
he “ ru lers  of the  darkness  of this w orld ,” the  
sp iri tual  wickedness in h igh  places.”

M ore a n d  m ore  we m ay expect  to see manifesta- 
ions of this vast m a l ig n a n t  sp ir i t  c ro p p in g  u p  in 
u m an  affairs. W e  are  w arn ed  th a t  as the  t im e 
rows shor t  the  d ev il ’s rage will increase a n d  w ith  
: the woes of the  in h a b i ta n ts  of the earth .

As G. W. C. T h o m a s  has w ri t ten , “W e  m e n  are 
ot the only  pebbles  on  the  beach. W e are  n o t  the

only intelligences which G od  has made, n o r  are we 
the only  rebels against  G od  on  the sp ir i tua l  battle- 
lield. T h e r e  are o th e r  rebels, some h igher  an d  
some lower in the scale of be ing  than  we are, all 
of them  by the ir  rebelliousness h u r t in g  one  an o th e r  
an d  us a n d  h in d e r in g  the creative work of God. 
T h e  w hole universe, visible an d  invisible, is a b a t 
tlefield between Chris t  a n d  all tha t  is no t  Christ, 
tha t  is an ti-C hris t .”

W h e n  the “m a n  of s in ,” the  final  em bo d im en t  
of evil to be kn ow n  as the A n ti  christ, will appear,  
n one  of us can know  for sure. T h e  power-structure 
by which his k ingdom  may emerge from  the  sp ir i t 
ual u n de rw or ld  may a lready be in existence. In  
view of the  v iru lence of C hinese C om m unism , it 
m ay no t  be p u re  chance th a t  A nti  christ appears  
in one  form  in  the Book of R eve la t ion  as “a great 
red  d rag o n .”

O n e  th in g  we can know. W e have the  privilege 
of serving the  G od  “who h a th  delivered  us from  
the pow er of darkness, an d  h a th  trans la ted  us in to  
the  k in g d o m  of his dea r  Son” (Colossians 1:13).

A n d  we have the  positive assurance th a t  the vic
tory we know  personally  will soon be universal. For 
of o u r  Saviour, P a u l  wrote: “W herefo re  G od  also 
h a th  h ighly  exa l ted  h im , a n d  given h im  a nam e 
which is above every nam e: tha t  at the n am e of 
Jesus every knee shotdd  bow, of th ings in heaven, 
an d  things in earth , a n d  things u n d e r  the earth ;  
a n d  tha t  every tongue  should  confess tha t  Jesus 
C hris t  is Lord , to the  glory of G od  the  F a th e r” 
(P h i l ipp ians  2:9-11).

God Remembered Noah
R oaring floods rushed all about him;
Gone the world that he had lived in.

Fear and tu m u lt spread and scattered;
A ll the world lay bruised and battered. 

Yet m idst all the fear and fury,
N oah kneii) no thought o f worry—

For he was of God remembered.
W ild the storms that life came bringing; 
Satan’s barbs, well aimed and stinging,

M eant to bring complete disaster,
Plagued the follower of the Master.

Yet he stood though all earth shattered,
For but one th ing truly m attered—

T ha t he was of God remembered.

By  LAURA FORINASH
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"Things are different," she said . . .

Pastor Sees Couple Yield 
Through Outreach Effort

B y  R A LPH  W. HERRICK
Pastor, M arie tta , Georgia

Preacher, th ings sure arc different 
at our house since the da \  u n i  came and 
prayed with us. It used to he that we 
would fuss and fight all the time. It 
seemed that e \e r \  th ing  I said would 
just go wrong and e \c r \  th ing Bettv said 
would make me mad. We were at each 
other 's  th roats all the time. Since y o u  

p ra \cd  that da\ we are gett ing along. 
In fact. I enjoy being at home."

Things are different with me, too. 
Preacher." Bet tv called from the kitchen. 
"I 've e \en  quit smoking! I was here at 
home l)\ imself and started to take a 
cigarette. Something just said to me 
that I shouldn 't  smoke it. I took the 
pack to the trash can and th a t ’s the last 
of the cigarettes since that day."

I had been wondering how Howard 
and Betty Scabolt had been getting 
along since- the- day I went to their 
home- and prayed with them. I shall 
never forget it. I was able to talk to 
Be ttv about spir itual things sooner than  
with Howard. It seemed that I could 
never catch Howard at home-. He just 
d id n ’t stav a round  home- much.

Bettv was in the hospital. She- seeme-el 
hungry when 1 began talk ing to her 
about spir itual things.

' W ouldn 't  you like- to be a real Chris
tian. Bettv?"

1 would if I kne w how." she honestly 
1 eplie-d.

We- talked about her concept of a 
Christian. I asked her if it would be- 
all right if I lead a few verses of scrip
ture- with her. She- eagerly answered in 
the affirmative-. I opened my Bible so 
that she- could follow along with me.

" l o r  all have- sinned, and  come short  
of the- glory of C o d ” (Romans 3:23) .

The- conversation continued in te r 
spersed w i 'h  the- Word of God. Each 
ve rse- was e xplained according to Betty’s 
understanding.

Tor the wages of sin is death; but 
the- gift of God is eternal life- th rough 
Jesus Christ o u r  l o r d "  (Romans 6:23).

"But God commendeth  his love to 
ward us, in that, while- we* were yet 
sinners. Christ dic-d for us” (Romans 
r> :S ) .

As the- conversation continued it was 
easy to see conviction rising and a hun-  
gei deepening in a lost soul.

"O  God, help  me- win Bettv today,” 
I prayed.

If we- confess o u r  sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive- us o u r  sins, and  to 
cleanse- us from all unrighteousness" (I 
John  1:9).

" I .e t ’s pray, Betty. And as I pray, 
vim pray too. and ask the- Lord to fo r
give- you. right now, and make you a 
real Chris tian today."

W hat a blessed time it was! Praying 
and weeping together! God came in 
a marve lous wav and saved Bettv.

I lie- situation was a little- different 
and vet much the- same with Howard. 
How thankful I was finally to find him 
at home! In his sinful life he found 
enjoyment out of the- home- with men 
who tu rned  to d rink  and the like for 
their  pleasure.

Howard was friendly  to m e that eve
ning. While the children were in the 
vard plaving ball, the- conversation 
tu rned  to spir itual things. I talked to 
Howard in m uch  the- same- wav as I had  
talked with his wife some days p reced
ing. Howard, too, was hungry. We 
reached the- point where he- was willing 
also for me to prav with h im . We 
prayed. C od  came-. Howard even 
looked different. Cod had given h im  
peace* that was displayed on his face. 
Praise- the Lord!

These experiences had been some

E ASTER N K E N TU C K Y  CHURCH  
D E D IC A T ED — Dr. D. S. S o m e r i ' i l le , 
su p e r in te n d e n t  of the  E astern  K e n 
tu c k y  D is tr ic t ,  p reached  the  d e d ic a 
to ry  s e r m o n  of the H igh land  H eigh ts  
Churchy w h ich  he  o rg a n ized  in  A p r i l ,  
1964. T h e  c h u rch , bui l t  f r o m  fu n d s  
lo a ned  b y  the  C hurch  E x ten s io n  D e 
p a r tm e n t ,  teas d e d ic a te d  O c to b e r  17. 
R e i \  W i l l ia m  E. S au n d ers ,  Jr. , is  
pastor.

weeks past now. I was eager to know 
how Howard an d  Bettv were getting 
along. W hat a thri ll  to h ea r  them tell 
of how God had  blessed the ir  home 
since- that day! T hey  are  walking in 
the- light. ( iod is convicting them of 
some- of the ir  evil habits . O ne by one 
they are laving them aside. We are 
not surprised anym ore to see the entire 
Scabolt family in Sunday school and 
c fun c h.

Their six children had  a t tended  out 
Sunday school spasmodically for seven 
or eight years. O u r  teachers had  faith
fully called on them  when they were 
absent. It seemed a hopeless family. It 
was not unt il  we went in to  th e i r  home, 
got in earnest about  the  souls of these 
precious parents, prayed with them in 
the home, that we were able to do  much 
with this family. Soul winning  works'

Church Schools Staff 
Member, Wife Escape 
In Five-Car Mishap

B y  LYLE POTTER
Department of Church Schools

Recently we were traveling on the 
freeway, keeping pace with a stream 
of traffic moving ab o u t  sixty miles an 
hour. As we rounded  a curve, the  second 
car in front of us skidded and  turned 
sideways on the highway. T h e  car di
rectly in front of us swerved left to try 
to miss it and veered in to  the wall of an 
overpass, only to bounce back and into 
o u r  lane, smashing into  us. T h e  bumper 
ram m ed  its way th rough  o u r  windshield. 
Both cars stopped abrup tly .

A second la te r  a car from behind 
plowed into  us. The im pact was deaf
ening. It wasn't over. At one-second in
tervals two more cars h ur t led  into the 
wreckage-.

After each crash we thanked  God that 
we were u n h u r t .  Flames shot up  and 
o u r  car was on fire just above the gas 
tank. Knowing it could  exp lode at any 
second, we ran from o u r  automobile 
and  stood at a safe distance. W hat a 
scene! O u r  b rand-new car a mass of 
wre ckage and now aflame!

W hile  re el w arn ing  flares encircled the 
wreck, and  highway pa tro lm en  clashed 
about ,  we- became aware* that o u r  hearts 
were filled with praise and  we were 
saving audibly. "Thank You. Lord, for 
sparing  o u r  live-s."

Since- the- accident we have been ask
ing some quest ions. "W hy are we still 
alive? Why did  (iod  preserve* and pro
tect us?" We* have become convinced 
that He- d id  this for a reason. He has 
work to be* d one  in this old world and 
He wants to use us. For that purpose 
I le has left us here.

This is a sobe ring and certainly a 
th ri l l ing  realization. We are telling Him 
anew (and as neve r be fore) to take* our 
lives and use- the-m anywhere and any 
wav He- desires. We* would  invest every 
day and  e very h o u r  for Him. After all, 
He- is the O ne who has al lowed us to 
con tinue  to live, and it is good to be 
alive!
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THE CHURCH 

AT WORK

Canadian Campus Under Way

Construction is progressing on the first units  of the  new Canadian Nazarene 
College campus, which is expected to he occupied iu early 1966. T h e  college is 
located in fo r t  ( . a n y ,  M anitoba, a su b u rb  of Winnipeg. A hone: f i rs t  phase of 
the academic complex will contain business and faculty offices, seminar room, 
science lab, classrooms, tem porary  library , music studios and  practice rooms, and 
the gym-auditorium, which will also serve as temporary  chapel. licloic: first 
phase of the  food service's and  residential complex is visible at right. This will 
include accommodations for 104 students , residence lounges and chapels, and a 
large coed lounge, as well as d in ing  room and  food prepara t ion  areas. Build ing 
exteriors are finished in M anitoba T yn d a l  stone (a native limestone) and epoxy 
white marble stucco. I bis init ia l development is taking place on a 30-acre portion 
of a total of 85 acres secured for the  campus, located less than a half-mile from 
the University of Manitoba.

GENERAL CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Letters from Missionaries
A R G E N T IN A —T h e  Church  of the 

Nazarene entered the- C hubut River Val
ley in 1959. The'  valley is small, but 
fertile*.

A Nazarene family was o u r  first con
tact in this area. Thev lived in Rawson, 
the capital, at the* mouth  of the C hubut 
R i\er .  I hey asked us to open a c hurch 
there, but there was no pastor or m is
sionary available to go. Mr. Cavetano 
Pistara began a Sunday school in his 
home and carried it on fa ithfully until 
we finally were able to send a pastor 
with a small trailer to Rawson. They 
held preaching services in Mr. Pistara s 
home, f ina lly  they erected a small p re 
fabricated chapel and organized the1 church.

With  this foothold  established, the 
pastor. Rev. Jose Malla, began to look 
for a place to hold services iu Trelew, 
the business center of the valley. In 1962 
a lot was purchased and a small chapel 
was erected. Part of the build ing  was 
walled off for living qua r te rs  for the pastor and his family.

Coe! has blessed Brother Malla and 
his wife. I hey are doing excellent work 
in Trelew  and Rawson. On March 20. 
196:>, we were able1 to organize the 
church at Trelew with a good group  of 
members. W e believe that they will 
become a th riving  church, and that thev 
will reach their  goal to double  their 
membership , in a few months.

—John A. Cochran
AI COCHE. BOLIVIA—We ate* now 

living in the lowlands of Bolivia. O ur  
baby son. David, who suffered from an 
enlarged heart while in the high a l t i 
tude of La Paz, was brought here u nder  
oxygen in o u r  car. He made the tr ip 
very successfully, and is now a normal,  
active, growing baby. We an* grateful 
to an all-wise, all-sufficient God. and to 
o u r  church, who supported  us in prayer.

Now we are in the early davs of o pen 
ing a new work. T h e  Lord is with us. 
O u r  a t tendance the first Sunday here 
was twenty-eight, f o u r  weeks later it 
was th ir ty-nine.

We plan to visit outly ing areas soon. 
The first of n ine p lanned  trips will be 

downriver from o ur  present location.
T h o u g h  we are living in the lowlands, 

we are keeping o u r  La Paz mailing  a d 
dress.

— T o m  Sfwitl ing
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RECEIVES LEGION’ OF MERIT—C h ap la in  C li f fo rd  E. K e y s ,  Jr., receii 'es  
f r o m  M a jo r  G en e ra l  H a rr y  J. L e m le y ,  Jr. , ( r i y h t )  c o m m a n d a n t  of the U.S. 
A r m y  C o m m a n d  and G en era l  S ta f f  C ol lege  at Fort L e a v e n w o r th ,  K an sas ,  
the Legion of M erit ,  second  h ighest  a w a r d  fo r  m er i to r io u s  serv ice .  Mrs. Lois  
K e y s  is  at left . The at c a rd  leas for  c r e a t i v e  w o r k  in the r e v a m p in g  of 
ch apla in  regu la t ions  and  tra in in g  pro gram s .  The th ir ty - s e v e n -y e a r -o ld  ch a p 
la in  is  a 1950 grad u ate of E astern  N a z a re n e  College , a g ra d u a te  o f  N a z a re n e  
T heolog ica l  S e m in a r y ,  a nd  is an e ld e r  in the C hurch  of the N aza ren e .

Near-Tragedy Encourages 
Renewal in Texas Church

B y  CARSO N N. SNO W . JR.
Pastor, Pampa, Texas Church

It began in the m ind  of God. It 
continued th rough  the p lan n in g  of a 
dedicated g roup  of leaders. It was p re 
cipita ted I)v a most unusual occurrence 
nearly four h un dred  miles from our 
church. It continues u n d e r  the g u id 
ance of the Holy Spirit.

What am I ta lk ing about? I speak of 
a most miraculous and unusual revival 
that has literally caused o u r  church  to 
“come alive.” B y most usual s tandards 
ou r  church  was m aking progress. O ur  
Sunday school was showing a modest 
increase; o u r  services were well attended, 
the pastor occasionally p reach ing  to a 
sanctuary full of people. O u r  people 
were carrying on a p rogram of vis ita
tion; people were occasionally at the 
altar. Finances were even at an all-t ime 
high with budgets  being paid  bv a 
church  that had a ra ther poor record in 
the past. But in it all there was a 
spirit of complacent self-satisfaction. We 
were evaluating th ings bv o ur  s tandards 
and not God's.

Several months  ago the N.Y.IVS. and 
X.W.M.S. councils p lanned a tr ip  to 
o u r  North  American Indian  District as

a reward for o u r  teens m ain ta in in g  a 
certain average a t tendance over a given 
period of time. As time went on. o u r  
young people worked hard  to have their  
required  average and it appeared  that 
the goal was in sight, so p lans were 
finali /ed for the trip. Meanwhile, some 
o ther th ings were taking place tha t  we 
see now have con tribu ted  to the revival. 
One. a funeral of a dear saint was c h a r 
acterized by such an atm osphere  of 
victorv that it was the talk of the town. 
T h e n ,  one of o u r  fine ladies re tu rned  
from o ur  Abilene District camp m ee t
ing with a b u rn ing  desire to in it ia te  a 
program of p rayer with the o rgan iza
tion of a n u m b e r  of “ prayer cells.” T h e  
pastor was thrilled when she asked if 
it “ would be all r igh t .”

I he teens, the i r  sponsors, and a few 
others  th ir ty-one in all—left Pam pa on 
what they thought would  be an in te r 
esting but otherwise uneventfu l tr ip  to 
New Mexico, where they would visit the* 
Nazarene Ind ian  school at A lbuquerque ,  
and a mission station at Ramah.

On the re tu rn  tr ip  o u r  people stopped 
at the little town of San Fidel to give*

the travelers an o pp or tu n i ty  to buy some 
curio items. W hile  some were still un
boarding the bus, l igh tn ing  struck a 
power line just above the group . The 
bolt of l igh tn ing  knocked four of oui 
g roup  to the ground. For a while they 
lav unconscious. But the ir  lives were 
spared and  af te r  a medical check they 
con tinued  on the re tu rn  trip.

T h is  incident began a most remark
able series of happenings. T h in k in g  ol 
the mercy of God in sparing  them, and 
searching their  own hearts, the passen
gers on the bus began praying. A young 
man. one of the four which had been 
hit by the l ightn ing, and  his wife were 
convicted of the ir  being less than  God 
would  have them  be. T he y  requested 
prayer from others  in the g roup  and 
were wonderfully  restored to a right 
re la tionship  with God. T h is  atmos 
phere  con tinued  th ro u g h o u t  the re 
main ing  miles of the re tu rn  tr ip  until 
on arrival at hom e all thir ty -one ol 
those m aking  the tr ip  enjoyed the knowl 
edge that they were just where God 
would  have them  spir itually.

But the story d i d n ’t end here. Oui 
g ro up  of “come al ive” missionary 
tourists were in charge of the midweek 
service af ter  th e i r  re tu rn .  Thev sang, 
began testifying to the wonderful guid
ance* and providence of God, and sud
denly  the Holy Spiri t came upon the 
en ti re  congregat ion! T e n  people, quak
ing u n d e r  the power of G o d ’s Spirit, 
rushed to the altar. S imilar occasions 
have occurred a n u m b e r  of times. The 
pastor had no o pp or tu n i ty  to preach in 
three out  of the  first five services after 
the g roup 's  re tu rn .

Ih e  revival con tinues  an d  is re
dressing the church. Old  animosities 
are  being confessed and forgiveness is 
being asked. Long s tand ing  “ feuds” are 
ending. A renewed interest  in reaching 
the lost is ev ident,  with people  testifying 
to experiences they are  having in wit
nessing and  a t tem pts  at soul winning, 
( .one  is the ro u t in e  "saved-and-sancti- 
fiecl” type of test imony in the midweek 
service. It has been replaced by testi
monies of real and  defini te  victory in 
specific cases. T h e re  is now a spirit of 
openness and  willingness to confess 
needs where once there was an attitude 
of independence and  self-reliance. There 
is a wil lingness to share with o ther peo
ple the wonderful blessings of God.

It would be impossible to tell every
th ing  that ( .od  has done for us. One 
man commented. “ There has been more 
real progress in this church  the last two

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • A

"SHOWERS of BLESSING" 
Program  Schedule

D ecem b er 5— “W hy th e  B ib le  Is the 
W ord of God," b y  Russell  V. De L o n g

D ecem b er 12—"W hy Is R elig ion  Los
ing?" b y  R u ssell  V. D eL o ng
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SUCCESS HAS A  HIGH PRICE TA G
B y  R A L P H  E A R L E

S om e y ea rs ago I w as b e in g  en terta in ed  in  th e hom e of 
fin e  N aza ren e la y m en . A t d in n er  that S u n d a y  I w as in tro 
duced to  a d e lic io u s  n ew  d essert— v a n illa  ice  cream  topped  
w ith  a co p iou s su p p ly  o f fresh -frozen  straw b erries.

W h ile I w as re lish in g  th is to  th e fu ll I n oted  that the  
fifteen -y ea r -o ld  boy  of th e fa m ily  w as s itt in g  th ere w ith  no  
dessert. H is m o th er  ex p la in ed  th at he w as in  tra in in g  for 
footb all. N o sw eets— not ev en  a bottle o f Coke! He w an ted  
to w in .

M any tim es  I h a v e  fe lt  a sh am ed  o f m y se lf as I h ave  
th ou gh t o f th at lad . W hat se lf-d isc ip lin e  fo r  a fifteen -year-o ld ! 
W hat's th e m a tter  w ith  th ose o f us w h o  cla im  to be adu lts?  
Do w e ex e rc ise  any  real se lf-d isc ip lin e  in  life  in  order to  
a ch iev e  su ccess  fo r  C hrist?

P a u l p u t it th is w ay: “A n d  ev ery  m a n  that s triveth  for  
the m a stery  is tem p era te  in  all th in g s” (I  C or in th ian s 9:25). 
The p h rase “str iv e th  for th e m a stery ” is  th e  G reek  verb  
a gon izo  aga in . E very o n e w h o com p etes in  an  a th le tic  con test 
has to  p ra ctice se lf-d isc ip lin e . P h illip s  tra n sla tes  it: “E very  
co m p etito r in  a th le tic  ev en ts  goes in to  ser iou s  tr a in in g .”

S u ccess  carries  a h igh  p rice tag. It is costly  b u sin ess. B ut 
p eople of th e  w orld  pay  th is  k in d  o f p rice for fa m e or fortu ne. 
Is th e C h ristian  life  a n y  less im p ortan t?  To m ak e a few  
dollars, th e  la w y e r  w ill spend  en d less  h ou rs preparin g  his  
b rief and  th en  p lead th e ca se  w ith  e lo q u en ce  and passion . 
Can w e do any  less for the sa lv a tio n  of sou ls?  D octors go 
th rou gh  a g ru e lin g  fo u r  y ea rs o f m ed ica l tr a in in g  and th en  
spend  s leep less  h ou rs w ith  th e cr itica lly  ill. C an w e do less  
for th e  sou ls  o f m en ?

T he co n seq u en ces  o f fa ilu r e  for th e  C h ristian  are sou ls lost 
forever. T h is is w orse th a n  th e  la w y er  lo sin g  h is  case or ev en  
th e  d octor lo sin g  h is  p atien t. W e m u st not fa il! W e m u st pay  
the p rice for success.

months than  in all th e  years I ’ve been vania. church. He and Mrs. Morgan
associated with  it. T h e  best is yet to 
Come in this church  "come alive"!

| ;  . . . O F LOCAL INTEREST

Glowing revival reports  come from 
Wiley Ford and  Follansbcc, West V ir
ginia: Por t land  (Oregon) Central
Church: and  Cadiz, Ohio. T h e  Sebasco 
Estates and  West Point, Maine, ch u rc h 
es, in a joint revival effort, reported  be
tween sixty and  seventy persons finding 
ipiritual help. T h e re  were th ir ty-nine 
leekers at the  Follansbee revival, and 
fifty-three d u r in g  the Wiley Ford m ee t
ing.

Dr. George Frame, British Isles 
North District super in tenden t ,  was p re 
sented a film projec tor  by his hom e 
church. Parkhead. to m ark  his twenty- 
five years as sup er in tenden t .  T h e  p re 
sentation, m ad e  O ctober 4. by Pastor 
Sydney M artin ,  came d u r in g  an o th e r  a n 
niversary, the fifty-ninth, celebrated by 
the church. Dr. F ram e was the speaker 
during the anniversary  observance, ac
cording to R ep o rte r  T o m  Noble. T h e  
Parkhead church  has fully d e p a r tm e n t
alized its Sunday school, following a 
building program.

Missionary Earl  Morgan has accepted 
the pastorate of the Butler,  Pennsyl-

are  fo rm er missionaries to Italy and 
Lebanon, bu t  because of Mrs. M organ’s 
hea lth  are not re tu rn in g  to the field.

General Superin tendent  G. B. W il
liamson dedicated November 28 the 
recently completed  Lewiston (Idaho) 
First Church. W ith  the dedication of 
the half-mil lion-dollar  church  plant,  
Pastor Gerald  L. Fosbenner will move 
to Salem (Oregon) First Church.

THIS SUNDAY'S LESSON

B rian  L. F a rm er  
T opic  fo r  D e c e m b e r  5: 

Isaiah: Prophet-Statesman
Sc r iit i-re : Isaiah I; li—7: 9; 30:15: 31: 

13; 3(1—37 (Printed: Isaiah 1:11-12: 6: 
1-8; 3l: l -3«)

Goi.d ln T i x t :  Hear, () heavens, mid  
give ear, O earth: for  the Lord hath  
spoken  (Isaiah 1:2).

They decided to open a bett ing shop 
not four h u n d red  feet from where I live. 
(Not tha t  I am likely to p a tron i/e  the 

place, but there are apparen tly  plenty  
nearby who will.) Bet ting is now legal 
in F.ngland and  there are thousands of 
such shops th roughou t the country. But 
you cannot open a bett ing  shop how,

Christmas Special
FLIGHT

FLIGHT

> FLIGHT 
F-I-N-A-L

A dram atic recording, born in the 
heart of E van gelist Forrest McCul
lough , com paring the io u m ey  to 
h e a v e n  to a  jet flight.
(Fo r add itional inform ation, see September 15 , 
1 9 65 , issue of the “ Herald of H o lin ess ." )

NOW  b e in g  o f fe red  
al a S P E C I A L  PRICE  

3 for O NLY S10.50
Offer good until December 10 , 1965

3 3 173, L ong-Play, Hi-fidelity, 12-inch 
Record

“  'F lig h t F - I-N -A -L ' is a fascinating  gospel 
recording. One is compelled to admire its vision 
of an etern ity  that is  a re a lity . I t  w il l bring 
the certa in ties of death and heaven sharply into 
focus for a ll who hear its  m essage."

— ED W ARD  LA W LO R , Executive Secretary 
Department of Evangelism

A unique Christm as gift at an  a t
tractive sa v in g s  you'll w an t to g iv e  
ALL your fam ily  and  friends.

M ail this H andy Order Blank TODAY

P le a se  sen d  the LP record  
F L IG H T  F-I-N-A-L

Q uantity

C ity  .  

State

L -5 0 8 6  Monaural 3 for $ 1 0 .5 0 *
A fte r December 1 0 , 196 5 , $ 3 .9 8  each 

L -5 0 8 7  Stereo 3 for $ 1 2 .5 0 *
A fte r December 10 , 196 5 , $ 4 .9 8  each

Zip

CH EC K  Enclosed $_____

CH ARG E □  Personal 

Church location _____

(Other) Account

c ity

Church name 

B IL L  TO : _______

Street ___________

C ity

Zip

Prices s lig h tly  higher outside the continental 
United Sta tes

*Postage paid by your Publishing House.

A C T  N O W  
O ffer E xp ires D ecem b er 10, 1965
Nazarene Publishing House

Post Office Box 52 7 , Kansas C ity , Mo. 64141
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to progress than  men of lesser principle 
But. my. oh. my. how we need them!
Lesson m ateria l is based on International Sunday 
School Lessons, the International B ib le  Lessons for 
Christian  Teaching, copyrighted by the International 
Council c f Religious Education, and is used by its 
oei m ission.

Deaths
M RS. B E L L E  C L A R K E , one hundred, died Sep

tember 21 in Norman, Oklahom a. Funeral services 
were conducted by Rev. J .  Ray Shadowens. She is 
survived by two daughters, two sons, th irteen  grand
ch ild ren , fo rty-four great-grandchildren, and thirty- 
one great- great-grandchildren.

Announcem ents
M A R R IA G ES

—  Miss Connie M aster and M r. Jack  Hurst, on 
September 3, a t F ir s t  Church in Edmond, Oklahoma.

BORN
— to Rev. Melvin and Geneva McCullough of Fort 

W orth, Texas, a daughter, Ginger Renea, on October 
28 .

— to Frank and Je rilynn  (T ay lo r) Morgan of
Bogota, Colombia, a son, Steven Carey, on October
25 .

— to V irg il R . and Nancy C la rk  of Kansas City,
Kansas, a son, C u rtis  Ray, on November 2.

— to Rev. and M rs. Charles C. Powers of Okla
homa C ity , Oklahoma, a son, Ty Baxte r, on October 
18.

— to M eredith and Marlene (K in z ie ) Brokaw, of 
C inc innati, Ohio, a daughter, E llen  Joy , on October 
1 2 .

— to Clarence and Joann Lyk ins of Dayton, Ohio, 
a daughter, Cynthia K ay , on October 9 .

— to Charles and Carol (Swanson) Geeding of 
Chicago, I llin o is , a son, Daniel Pau l, on October 15.

to Mel and Be tty  (Seam an) Miedema of Chicago, 
I llin o is , a son, Gregory Sco tt, on October 11.

AD O PTED
— by Rev. Paul and Rosemary (H o llis ) Aiirand of 

Galena, Il l in o is , a g ir l, Jodi Lynn , on September 2; 
she was born August 27 .

S P E C IA L  P R A Y E R  IS  R EQ U ES T ED
—  by a Nazarene pastor in Ohio fo r one of his 

teen-agers hurt in an accident on October 22, para
lyzed, and doctors say only a m iracle  w il l help him 
to get w e ll;

— by a reader in Kansas— she and her husband,

when, and where you will. \Ve are  not  
so far gone as this yet! A proposal has 
to lie subm itted  to a local licensing 
au thority  whose duty  it is by and  by 
to decide w hether or not there is suffi
cient dem and for a bett ing  shop in the 
suggested place.

Between tin- time when the proposal 
is received and the da te  when the 
license is to be g ran ted —or refused— 
notices are posted invit ing any who wish 
to protest against the  g ran t ing  of the 
license to submit the ir  written objec
tions, in trip licate, to the authority .  I 
objected. 1 stated that within  one h u n 
dred fifty feet in one direction and 
three h u n d red  feet in an o th er  there 
were already existent bett ing  shops and 
that within a radius of about one h u n 
d red  fifty feet there were already two 
taverns. I stated that within  about two 
hundred  twenty-five feet of the proposed 
new bett ing  shop was the place where 
scores of voting people met at their 
Y.M.C.A. club, and  that within  th ree 
h un dred  feet was the place where M e th 
odist youth  groups congregated.

On the dav of the hearing  I was two 
h un dred  miles out of town and  so could 
not be present. I hear thev read out mv 
letter. But thev granted the license. T h e  
shop is now in business.

We needed someone like Isaiah on 
th a t  authority ,  someone whose in iquity
16 (860) •  H ERALD OF H O LIN ESS

had been taken away and whose sin 
had been cleansed. We needed som e
one in tha t  position who could have 
remonstra ted  with godless men of in f lu 
ence and  pointed  out that ,  though  the 
sin of the people was as scarlet, red like 
crimson, it could become as wool or 
white  as snow.

A percentage of Nazarene young  men 
and women o ught to go in to  politics. 
T he y  ought to take their  places in local 
and  central government. T h e y  w on ’t 
find it easy, an d  will find more barriers

CALLING ALL PASTORS-

M ay w e suggest you  check 
with your local church treas
urer to see if the Thanksgiv
ing Offering has been sent to:

Dr. John Stockton, G en eral 
Treasurer  

6401 The P a seo  
K an sas City, M issouri 64131

elderly , on a farm  alone— and he must undergo 
surgery for removal of an eye tum or, that God will 
undertake;

— by a reader in Iowa, recently lost her mother, 
a beautifu l C h ris t ian , that she too may be faithful 
and true to God.

Directories
BOARD OF G E N E R A L  SU P ER IN TEN D EN TS

O ffice : 6401 The Paseo 
Kansas C ity , M issouri 6 4131  
HUGH C . B E N N ER , Chairm an 
V . H. L E W IS , V ice-chairm an 

GEO RG E C O U LTER , Secre tary 
H ARD Y C. PO W ERS 
G. B . W ILL IA M S O N  

S A M U E L  YOUNG

L et th is  m e an in g fu l  h y m n  e n r ic h  th e  m us ic  p ro g ra m  
of y o u r  c h u rc h  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  of D E C E M B E R

ANGELS FROM THE E # ® 1® 
REALMS OF GLORY

Use the special arrangem ents  
fo u n d  in  these pub lica tions . . .

For ADULT CHOIR
AN-805 L IL L EN A S CHORAL SERIES
B ea u tifu l four-part (S A T B ) arran g em en t by D on  W hitm an . . . .  25c
For CHILDREN'S CHOIR
A N  4-013 CHILDREN'S CHOIR
Tw o-part arran gem en t by E thel T ench R ogers w ith  optiona l 
v io lin  or flu te  obb liga to  ......................................................................................  20c
For PIANO
CHRISTM AS T R A N SC R IPT IO N S FO R PIA N O
Inclu d es 12 solo a rran gem en ts  by W ilm a J ack son  A u ld  o f th e
m ost pop u lar C h ristm as carols ................................................................  $1.25
For ORGAN
O RG AN H Y M N SC R IPTIO N S
In clu d es 14 sacred  songs and h ym n s arranged  by W ilm a Jackson  
A u ld  for pipe organ  and H am m on d  .....................................................  $1.25

Prices s lig h tly  higher outside the continental United States

Order NOW  for this Special DECEMBER Feature

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P a sa d e n a  K A N SA S C IT Y  T o ro n to
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and will follow the suggested program.
May God bless the Music Depar tm ent 

of o u r  Publish ing House.
1 .1 s t i r  1 . D u n n  
Oklahoma

Pro: “Be Still, and K now ”
Will you please le t Jacqueline  Ahl- 

strand know how m uch  h er  article, “ Be 
Still, and K n o w /’ in  the August 25 
Herald of Holiness  m ea n t  to o u r  p rayer 
group?

We are not  of your  denom ina tion , 
but I read this ar ticle to o u r  g roup  on 
Tuesday m o rn ing  before we went to 
prayer a rou n d  the a l ta r  at church. W e 
have been pe ti t ion ing  for weeks. W e 
decided to get still. G od  came so close. 
I still weep when I tell ab o u t  it. We 
got up from the a l ta r  and  sat in the 
pews. W e d id n ’t want to speak o r  to 
leave. God spoke to several of us tha t  
we were trying  to do too m uch  o u r 
selves, to let God. I cannot pray for 
certain things now. I feel the  check to 
let God. W e are  wai t ing  expectantly  
and we are beg inning  to hear of the 
moving.

We each wanted the article, so we 
are asking o u r  fr iends for the ir  copies.

Thank you again for he lp ing  us to 
get to know the added  m eaning  of 
prayer for us.

M r s . R. L. C.
Virginia

Con: Eating Out Sundays
J. G. Morrison said in his tract T h e  

Ministry of Fasting. “ For the most part  
modern Chris tians m ake G o d ’s weekly 
day of worship m ore  a day of feasting 
than of abstinence or plain  living.”

Can we as Chris tians  p u t  d in in g  out 
on the L o rd ’s day u n d e r  the provision 
of an emergency as Jesus referred to 
the ‘‘ox in the d i tc h ” si tuat ion? It 
seems as if Sunday is filled with  looking 
up the best ea t ing  place in the area 
instead of keeping the Sabbath  day holy.

Are we not adm onished  bv the Bible 
to do o ur  p a r t  in hold ing  the line on 
the inroads being m ad e  in do ing  away 
with keeping the Sabbath  day—m aking 
it a holiday instead of a holv dav? 
When we unnecessari ly d in e  out. are  we 
not forcing o u r  m anservan t  and m a id 
servant to do unnecessary  work on the 
Lord’s dav? W e m igh t  appease o u r 
selves bv saving they would  stav open 
anyway, but does th is  lessen o u r  re 
sponsibility any? Can we ignore this

Pro: Hymn of the Month
T h e  need for a g reater understand ing  

and  use of the hymn in o u r  g reat / i o n  
is very evident. However, the in t ro d u c 
tion of the “ Hymn of the M onth" is a 
great step in help ing  o u r  people love 
and  apprec ia te  the hymn.

T h e  music of Bethany First C hurch  
has always included  hvmn studies in 
its p rogram. T h is  practice was greatly 
s trengthened by the emphasis placed 
upon the hvmn by the church  paper, 
the Herald  of Holiness.

A brief o u t l ine  of o u r  approach to 
the study, use, and  appreciation  of the 
‘'H vm n of the M o n th ” is as follows:

1. Fhe hvmn is read to members  of 
the choirs, more emphasis  being given 
the younger groups.

2. A discussion follows concerning the 
text and  music of the hvmn. T h is  shows 
tha t  one is for the o ther  and the music 
seems to make the words live.

3. I'he hvmn is played on the piano, 
organ, or both as an offertory. It may 
be played just for listening and  instruc
tions.

4. I h e  hvmn is sung as a solo, a 
qua rte t ,  and last by the group.

5. T h e  Choir sings the hymn for tin* 
audience. T h e  audience may be for 
Sunday school or church.

6. T h e  hvmn is used bv the d ifferent 
depar tm en ts  of Sunday school as a con
gregational song.

7. T h e  great th ri l l  comes as the con
gregat ion on Sunday m orn ing  raises its 
voice in praise and  adorat ion  th rough  
the words and music of the  “ Hymn of 
the M o nth .”

T h e  singing of the hymns is not only 
inspirat ional but is next to the Bible in 
instruction toward God and the church.

I wish to express mv appreciation to 
the church and  the Publish ing House 
for its leadership  in the "H v m n  of the 
M o n th ” program, and I feel tha t  more 
churches will soon catch the inspirat ion "Probably no connection , but last n ight  

my kids prayed for a whi te  Christ mas!”

precept any more than  any of the rest 
of G o d ’s Word? God said we should 
not seek afte r o u r  own pleasure on the 
L ord ’s day.

L y l e  W. A h r f .ns 
Michigan

Con: “Do-Badders”
I he o ther day I was part  of a some

what captive audience of a rabble-rous
ing extremist. T h e re  was a lot of heat 
but not m uch  light, and a freewheeling 
use of generalizations, frequently  exer
cised by his kind. During  the course 
of his address he viciously attacked 
what lie referred to as “ the do-gooder.” 
My blood pressure went up  a n um b er  
of degrees right there.

Jus t  wha t  is wrong with doing good 
—showing deep consideration for others? 
W h a t ’s wrong with being slow to anger 
—or slow to th ink of d ropp ing  the 

bomb r T o bless those who persecute 
you? T o  bless and not curse—o r to feed 
your enemv.'' I o live in harmony with 
one another,  to be lowlv and never 
conceited.-' W h a t ’s wrong with the man 
who supports  his facts with tru th  and a 
measure of understanding, refusing to 
indulge in guilt th rough  association? Is 
it something dark and evil to be more 
sensitive toward the needs of others  
than  to live solely for o u r  own comfort? 
T o  endeavor to be acceptable th rough 
service than to be und id  v concerned 
with being accepted? You say it w on’t 
work. Pray forgive me, but what kind 
of world will the "do-badders” make, or 
what kind of world are they making?

The more I th ink  over this, the more 
enthusiast ic  I grow in joining u p  with 
those whose leader was characterized by: 
“ He went about doing  good”!

J. George Tavlorson 
Califo rnia
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COM PLETED LECTUKE SERIES— Dr. D on a ld  S ta r r  ( l e f t )  a ss is tan t  to  the  
b oard  c h a ir m a n  of A le x a n d e r  H a m i l to n  L i fe  In su ra nce  C o m p a n y ,  ta lk s  w i th  
Dr. L. T. C or le t t ,  N aza ren e T heolog ica l  S e m i n a r y  p re s id en t ,  fo l lo w in g  a series  
of fo u r  lec tu res  to the  S e m i n a r y  s tu d e n t  b o d y  o n  th e  su b je c t  of the p la ce  of 
the la i t y  in  the church. S e m i n a r y  S tu d e n t  Boh B r i t t  is in the  fo re g ro u n d .  
T he p u rp o se  of the  lu ncheon  teas to  g iv e  s tu d e n ts  a ch an ce to  q u i z  Dr. S ta r r  
on  h is  v iew s .

Former Educator Gives 
Seminary Lecture Series

Dr. Donald  Starr, assistant to the 
board chairman  of Alexander H amilton  
Life Insurance Company, recently com
pleted a lecture series to the Nazarene 
Theological Seminary s tudents  in K an
sas City, Missouri, emphasizing the role 
of the laity in the church.

T h e  four lectures were given in two 
days, and are the first of a k ind  for 
seminarians. Normally  such sessions 
take on theological or devotional aspects. 
T h e  purpose of the series was to help  
the fu tu re  ministers  understand  the 
place of the  lay person in the church, 
and how they can lead the laity in to  it.

T h e  layman must get the “ big pic
tu re  of his place in the church," Dr. 
Starr  said, and  must be a “creative p a r 
tic ipan t’’ in its work. He stressed the 
need of a greater devotional life among 
the laity, and suggested ways of achiev
ing it. A layman himself, Dr. S tarr  
earned his doctorate in chemistry from 
the University of Illinois, and  served 
one year as dean at Eastern Nazarene 
College.
Offering over $100,000

T h e  Bible College offering, af te r the 
forty-second day of receipts, reached a 
total of 5101,195.41. T o  November 12, 
2.049 churches had part ic ipated. T h i s  
is an average con tribu tion  per church 
of $38.20.

. . . Of People and Places
Districts co n tr ibu ting  90 percent or 

more of the ir  Nazarene Minis terial Be
nevolent Fund budget total forty-two, ac
cording to Rev. Dean Wesscls, N.M.B.F. 
secretary. T h is  means minis ters  on 
these districts will receive twice the 
am o u n t  of protection from their  SI.000 
life insurance policies. More districts 
reached their  goal than expected in the 
first year offering the added insurance 
incentive, Wesscls said.

Rev. Robert  (d a y ,  missionary to Peru, 
reports  that the  Peruvian dis tric t has 
con tribu ted  $6,000 to the T hanksg iv ing  
Offering. T h i s  is $2,000 above their  
1964 contribution. He m entioned th a t  
Peruvian churches are also support ing  
the ir  pastors entirely, and that no pas
toral support  is being given from the 
district hom e mission budget.

Early reports  in the General T re a s u r 
er's office indicate tha t  $23,632.62 has 
come in on the T hanksg iv ing  Offering. 
T h is  represents  largely the am o u n t  re 
ceived in Canadian  churches, which 
take the ir  offerings on October 11. T h is

is a b o \c  norm al at this stage in the of
fering. Goal for the  offering is SI ,700.000.

Paul Skiles, N.Y.P.S. executive secre
tary, and  Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, general 
secretary, a t tended , Nov em ber  13-17, the 
advisory council meeting of tin- Ameri
can Bible Society, which met in Nev 
York. Mr. Skiles is denominational rep 
resentative, and Dr. Johnson appearei 
on the program as a guest representa
tive. Dr. Johnson went from the Nev 
York meeting  to the National Associ 
a tion of Church  Statisticians' meeting ir 
Evanston. Illinois, November 18-19.

Rev. Bill Sul livan, a public-relations 
staff m em b er  at Bethany Nazarene Col
lege, has accepted the pastorate at Colo
rado  Springs (Colorado) First Church 
to succeed Rev. Wilford Yanderpool. 
Mr. Sullivan’s first Sunday was to have 
been November 28.

Before going to the college position 
he had pastured the W estminster Church 
n ea r  Denver, Colorado.

Mr. Yanderpool has moved to the 
Santa Monica, California , church. There 
he succeeds Rev. A. J. Edwards.

Rev. W. E. Kiemel, eighty-four, a pio
neer Nazarene who was ordained by 
Dr. P. F. Bresec in 1911. died November 
6 in Stafford, Kansas. He was in the 
active min is try for forty years.

Missouri Pastor Succumbs
Rev. Lloyd Brown, thirty-four, pastor 

of Dexter (Missouri) Southwest Church 
and  Missouri District N.Y.P.S. president, 
died November 12. An operation fora 
brain tu m o r  October 3 revealed a ma
lignant v. Doctors then expressed little 
hope for a cure.

In  add it ion  to his wife, Maurine, he 
is survived by th ree daughters , Ramona, 
Milisia, and  Melinda, and  one son, 
Barry.

Funeral services were scheduled for 
November 16 at Dexter.  District Super
in tenden t  E. D. Simpson was in charge.

NEWS OF THE RELIGIOUS J  

WORLD

Scores "Free" T V  Coverage
D a l l a s , T e x a s  (EP) —A prominent 

Baptist  ed ito r  here  coupled high praise 
for the peace mission of Pope Paul VI 
to the Uni ted  Nations with sharp criti
cism of television networks for giving 
“ free coverage” to the Yankee Stadium 
Mass d u r in g  the papal visit.

“ W hen  Billy G ra h a m  o r  any other 
well-known religious leader telecasts a 
worship service the t ime is bought,” 
Dr. E. S. James said.

Dr. James, outspoken editor of the 
Baptist  S tandard , fo u nd  praiseworthy 
the ponti ff 's  mission, message, and 
bearing  d u r in g  the historic  day.
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The Value of Secret Prayer
After one o f th e  h igh  sp ir itu a l tides  

in Jesus’ life . H is bap tism , H e d e
parted to the w ild ern ess  and su ffered  
real tem ptation . Secret p rayer, a w ay  
from all c iv iliz a t io n , w ith  no one  
listening but God, g a v e  H im  the  
strength and p ow er n eed ed  to o v er
come the tem pter.

Possibly H e k n ew  H e w ou ld  h ave  
a relatively short m in istry  and  n eed 
ed God to show  H im  th e possib le  
directions H e cou ld  ta k e  to m a k e H is 
ministry m ore p rofitab le . A llo w in g  
God to gu id e us is but o n e o f th e  a t
tributes of secret prayer.

It never tak es a lo t o f cou rage or 
dedication to go a lo n g  w ith  th e crow d  
on any g iv en  project. W hen w e are  
just one o f h u n d red s or th ou san d s  
trying to a d v a n ce a cau se , w e can  
become lost in  th e th ron g . No real 
resistance is n eed ed  to rem ain  a s ta l
wart “figh ter” fo r  th e u n d ertak in g .

But w h en  w e  k n ow  w e m u st w alk  
alone, the w ay  is n ot so  easy . W hen  
we feel m isu n d ersto od  or forsak en  
by our fr ien d s— and som etim es  fa m i
ly—we need s tren gth  to carry  on  
which can  com e o n ly  from  God.

In tim es of secret p rayer— in th e  
“clo set”— a lo n e w ith  
G od, w e rece iv e  
H is fresh  a n o in tin g  
p ow er in  our hearts  
to com p lete  th e task  
w e h av e begun.

A t tim es  w e. in  
o u r  h u m a n i t y ,  
q u estio n  th e  ju d g 
m en ts o f God. B ut 

we can a rise  from  o u r p laces of 
prayer ch an ged  and  rad ian t p erson s. 
Prayer ch an ges in d iv id u a ls.

When tr ia ls  com e, w h en  a ll w e  
have seem s to be h a n g in g  by a bare 
thread, w h en  w e m u st m a k e great 
decisions, p ra yer  is th e  so lid  rock on  
which w e can  lean . O nly  in  secret 
prayer can  w e be sure th at G od w ill 
have th e ch a n ce  to g iv e  u s th e  
strength w e n eed  to  face th e tests of 
the day.

If our w o n d erfu l C hrist fe lt th e  
necessity o f and  p racticed  secret  
prayer, h ow  m u ch  m ore sh o u ld  w e  
feel both com p elled  and  p r iv ileg ed  to  
seek G od’s fa ce  a w a y  from  the cares  
of all m an k in d ! A s th e  w ell-k n o w n  
adage goes: “P ra y er  ch a n ges th in g s.” 
—Charlo tte  A . S ta u bs ,  N ash v i l le ,  Ten-

PRAYER
| for A ll Tim es of Prayer:
God of m i l len n ium s  and  days,
Oh, w hen  our  hearts are f i l led  w ith  

praise ,
With awe and  worsh ip ing  and prayer,  
Keep us unfailingly aware  

That great and splendid  wonders lie 
Beyond the scope of h u m a n  eye, 

Immense in pow er  and loveliness, 
Vaster than m ind  can dream or guess; 

And yet they are of lesser span  
Than T h in e  eternal love for  man.

—G r a c e  V . W a t k in s

nswer comer
C o n d u c te d  b y  W . T. PU RK ISER , E di to r
W ould y ou  p lease ex p la in  to m e the

T h e  verse reads: “T h a t  he [Matthias] 
may take p ar t  of this ministry and 
apostleship, from which Jud as  by trans
gression fell, that he might go to his 
own place.”

If I knew exactly what it was about 
the verse that puzzled you. I m ight be 
more helpful.  T h e  words are p a r t  of 
the p rayer given just before the selec
tion of a successor to Ju d as  as one of 
the apostolic twelve.

Judas, by his betrayal of Chris t and 
subsequent suicide, fell. T h e  result was 
that he went “ to his own place.” T h a t  
place, I believe, was hell. It was “ his 
own place” because he freely chose the 
acts tha t  led him there.

T h e  Greek does not indicate that 
J u d as  fell “in o rd er  tha t  he m ight  go 
to his own place,” as the King James

fu ll m ea n in g  o f A cts 1:25?
Version would  suggest. I th ink it is only 
fa ir to recognize that there are a n u m 
ber of Calvinistic slants in the King 
James Version which are not at all re 
quired  by the original .

Nor was the place to which Jud as  
went heaven, as some of the advocates 
of “eternal securi ty” claim. One doesn’t 
“ fa ll” o r  “ fall away” in to  heaven.

I realize there  are o th er  in te rp re ta 
tions, one of the most impressive of 
which is tha t  of Adam Clarke tha t  “ his 
own place” refers to the office to be 
held by Matthias ra ther  than  to Judas. 
Hut 1 suspect Dr. C larke’s predisposition 
to hold the best possible destiny for all 
(he th inks Jud as  m ade a genuine re 
pentance and was saved) has led him 
to argue for something the original  
doesn’t very naturally  suggest.

W ill y ou  p lease  ex p la in  w h at C hrist 
“H eaven  and earth  sh a ll pass aw ay:

He was ta lking about His  second 
coming an d  the certain ty  of His e n 
d u r in g  Word.

Peter  said the same thing: “Hut the 
day of the  Lord will come as a thief 
in the n ight; in th e  which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and

m ea n t in  M ark 13:31 w h en  H e said , 
but m y w ords sh a ll not pass a w a y ”?

the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth  also and the works tha t  
are therein  shall be bu rned  up. . . . 
Nevertheless we, according to his p ro m 
ise, look for new heavens and  a new 
earth , wherein  dwelleth  righteousness” 
(II Peter 3:10-13) .

W ould  y ou  p lease ex p la in  th e  first part o f R om ans 13:8? D oes th is m ean  
th a t C h ristian s sh ou ld  n ot b u y fu rn itu re  on  cred it or m o n th ly  p aym en t 
p lan s?

No, I don 't  th ink  so. T h e  verse reads, 
“Owe no  man any th ing, b u t  to love 
one ano ther:  for he tha t  loveth an o th er  
h a th  fulfilled the law.”

I t  is the familiar  form of biblical 
contrast  tha t  we find, for example,  in 
the words of Jesus: “ Labour  not  for
the mea t  which perisheth,  bu t  for tha t  
mea t  which e n d u re th  un to  everlasting 
life, which the Son of m an  shall give 
u n to  you” (John 6:21) .

T h i s  does not forbid  the daily labor 
by which we earn  o u r  food. I t  does 
contrast the value of the  food which 
nourishes the body with the Hread of 
Life tha t  feeds the soul.

Adam Clarke comments . “ In  the p re 
ceding verses the apostle has been show
ing the duty, reverence, and  obedience, 
which all Chris tians, from the highest 
to the lowest, owe to the civil magis
trate: w hether he be emperor,  king, p ro 
consul, or o ther  state officer; here he 
shows them  th e i r  du ty  to each other:  
but  this is widely d ifferent from that  
which they owe to the civil government:

to the first they owe subjection, rev
erence. obedience, and  tr ibute; to the 
la tter they owe n o th ing  but m utua l  
love. . . . T herefore , the apostle says, 
Owe no man;  as if he had said: Ye owe 
to your fellow brethren  no th ing  but 
m u tu a l  love, and  this is what the  law 
of (iod  requires, and in this the law is 
fulf il led .”

However, perhaps  a word would  be 
in o rder  about too m uch  and  the wrong 
kind of debt.  “ Dirt, debt, and  the devil” 
are th ree ever-present enemies with 
which the Chris tian must contend. Debt 
is so easy to get in to  and  so h ard  to 
get out  of that it ought to be considered 
very seriously.

T h e  judicious use of commercial cred
it is one thing. T h e  reckless mortgaging 
of the fu tu re  for th ings we neither  need 
n o r  can afford  is q u i te  something else 
again. It would  be m uch  better to go 
w ithout  some luxuries than to be sad
dled with debt and  h ounded  by anxious 
creditors.



OUR CHRISTMAS PRAYER
"And, dear God, bless the mothers and fathers

Who helped to m ake our church great and good. 

May they know that we love and remember them 

all year long and  

Especially at CHRISTMAS. Amen."

HKqA v " jfi,

SOMETIME IN DECEMBER BE SURE TO REMEMBER 

THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LOVE OFFERING 
FOR RETIRED MINISTERS AND WIDOWS

Department of Ministerial Benevolence -

— D a v i d  S
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